
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2019

Hon. Chairman Najeb Yacob Alhamer | Editor-in-Chief Mahmood AI Mahmood | Chairman & Managing Director P Unnikrishnan | Advertisement: Update Media W.L.L | Tel: 38444692, Email: sales@newsofbahrain.com | Newsroom: Tel: 38444680, Email: mail@newsofbahrain.com
Subscription & circulation: Tel: 36458394 | Email:subscription@newsofbahrain.com | Website: www.newsofbahrain.com | Printed and published by Al Ayam Publishing 

DAMIEN MCELROY 

The theatrics of Brexit at last 
week’s European summit 
largely obscured another cri-

sis – the failure of the bloc to move 
ahead with membership talks for 
western Balkan countries.

A number of European leaders – 
among them French President Em-
manuel Macron, as well as Denmark 
and the Netherlands – blocked mem-
bership talks with North Macedonia 
and Albania, prompting opprobrium 
from EU commission president Jean-
Claude Juncker, who described it as 
a “major historic mistake” and Euro-
pean council president Donald Tusk, 
who said he was “embarrassed” by 
the bloc’s actions.

They have a valid point: Europe is 
losing its Balkans backyard and this 
development comes as other parts of 
the world are flocking to the region, 
with good reason.

When the religious and ethnic 
wars of the 1990s erupted across 
the former Yugoslavia, the future of 
the region was pretty obvious amid 
the bloodshed.

As the bullets flew, every transac-
tion was done in deutschmark. Ger-
many had a key role in the diplomacy 
while France and Britain were key 
to the military interventions that 
stopped the spiral of conflict.

Stabilisation was a project that was 
funded in euros, the currency that 
reflects the post-war revival of Ger-
many. For the Balkans, all-important 
diplomacy was well-supported by 
political engagement from Brussels 
and other European capitals.

So far, only Croatia has been invit-
ed into the club of EU nations. The 
rest are effectively being told that a 
common European home has been 
put on the never-never list of inter-
national talks.

An appalling signal was sent out 
when Mr Macron abruptly ended 

talks on bringing in North Macedo-
nia and Albania to the accession pro-
cess when the issue was discussed on 
Friday in Brussels.

Many in the room were furious, 
among them Mr Juncker. “It’s a ma-
jor historic mistake,” he said. “I hope 
it will only be temporary and won’t 
become engraved in the collective 
memory as a historic mistake.”

Europe has often turned its focus 
on to its western core. Turkey has 
been sitting in the waiting room for 
decades. Balkan states first began 

EU accession talks at a summit in 
Thessaloniki in 2003. After Brussels, 
there is a feeling of shock and betray-
al across the region. One analyst was 
said to have called Mr Macron “the 
European Trump” as he described 
the scale of the volte face. North 
Macedonia’s foreign affairs minister 
Nikola Dimitrov tweeted: “The least 
that the European Union owes the 
region is to be straightforward with 
us. If there is no more consensus on 
the European future of the Western 
Balkans, if the promise of Thessa-

loniki 2003 does not stand, the citi-
zens deserve to know.” It prompted 
a tweet from Mr Tusk, who pleaded 
for patience: “I would like to send 
a message to our Macedonian and 
Albanian friends: don’t give up! You 
did your share and we didn’t. But I 
have absolutely no doubt that you 
will become full members of the 
European Union.”

The turning point of Friday’s 
summit forfeits a visionary goal as 
well as practical benefits in a region 
with huge potential. The coastline 

ULTIMATELY, EDUCATION IN ITS 
REAL SENSE IS THE PURSUIT 
OF TRUTH. IT IS AN ENDLESS 
JOURNEY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE 
AND ENLIGHTENMENT.
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Europe 
risks losing 
its Balkans 

backyard
The failure of the bloc to move 

ahead with accession talks 
forfeits a visionary goal as well 

as practical perks

Peter Hellyer

Earlier this month, a gath-
ering in Abu Dhabi of the 
world’s elite in their field 

went under the radar of most 
residents in the UAE. At the 
four-day conference, sponsored 
by the Environment Agency – 
Abu Dhabi (EAD), more than 
350 specialists in the conserva-
tion of the world’s endangered 
plants and wildlife gathered 
to discuss challenges in the 
struggle to preserve global bi-
odiversity.

The event brought together 
members of the Species Surviv-
al Commission, a group of more 
than 8,000 expert volunteers 
from around the world, who 
come under the umbrella of 
the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
the body that issues a “red list” 
of endangered species. So far, 
more than 105,000 species have 
been assessed, with a target of 
160,000 set for the end of next 
year.

This red list classifies spe-
cies on the basis of the follow-
ing categories: not evaluated, 
data deficient, least concern, 
near-threatened, vulnerable, 
endangered, critically en-
dangered, extinct in the wild 
and extinct. Through regular 
re-evaluation, individual spe-

cies can then move from one 
category to another. Occasion-
ally, their status can improve. 
The risk status of the scimi-
tar-horned oryx, for example, 
native to the Sahel region of 
Africa, might shortly be down-
graded from extinct in the wild 
to critically endangered, thanks 
to the success of a reintroduc-
tion programme organised by 
EAD in collaboration with a 
number of other organisations.

For the most part, however, 
the trend is downwards. More 
than 28,000 species assessed 
so far are thought to be threat-
ened with extinction, including, 
remarkably, more than half the 
native trees of Europe. Only 14 
American red wolves are be-
lieved to survive in the wild.

But I don’t want to focus on 
threats to the world’s biodiver-
sity; that is a never-ending con-
versation. Instead, it is worth 
focusing on ways in which the 
UAE’s conservation bodies such 
as the EAD are now playing an 
increasingly important role on 
a global scale.

Their good work in the 
country is recognised by those 
in conservationist circles, al-
though they could do with get-
ting attention on a wider plat-
form. Sharjah’s Environment 
and Protected Areas Authority, 
for example, is planning to in-

troduce fines of up to AD50,000 
for those dumping waste in 
what it describes as “wilder-
ness” areas. I look forward to 
reading about the first culprits 
being caught.

In Abu Dhabi, the EAD has 
just announced the discovery of 
two new species of wasp, one at 

Al Wathba nature reserve and 
the other in Fujairah’s Wadi 
Maidaq, while a new species of 
mammal for the UAE is thought 
to have been found in the Al 
Dhafra region – further evi-
dence that there is still much to 
be discovered about the coun-
try’s biodiversity.

Here in the Emirates, how-
ever, we hear little about what 
our environmental and conser-
vation bodies do overseas. Be-
sides the scimitar-horned oryx 
reintroduction programme in 
Chad, the EAD has also been 
active in Central Asia and Mon-
golia. Its global footprint is also 

strengthened by its support for 
the International Fund for Hou-
bara Conservation based in Abu 
Dhabi, while it also contributes 
to the international Convention 
on Migratory Species with its 
work on migratory birds of prey 
and dugongs.

Last week’s IUCN meeting 
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Gulf conservationists playing an important role on the global stage

Bahrain can 
protect coastal 
biodiversity by 
firstly banning 

the use of plastics 
along the beaches 

and sensitive 
coastlines. 
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Let’s go for a deal that 
can heal this country 

and allows us to believe 
in ourselves once again 
as an open, generous, 
global, outward-looking 
and free-trading United 
Kingdom. #GetBrexit-
Done

@BorisJohnson

Slowly but surely, pas-
sion for Kashmir is 

cooling. That mad blood-
lust that accompanied 
the abrogation of Article 
370 is fading. Not that 
Pakistan has suddenly 
realised what its priori-
ties should be; far from 
it. However, there is a 
realisation that they can 
do nothing about it.

@majorgauravarya

.@AOC was torn for 
months over whether to 

endorse @BernieSand-
ers, a person close to her 
told me. That changed 
when he invited her to 
Burlington to ask for 
“strategic guidance” over 
dinner and breakfast. His 
heart attack spurred her 
to publicly endorse.

@eliza_relman

Ever heard of anything 
‘temporary’ lasting 7 

decades? Misdeeds of 
Congress in Kashmir 
eroded the Sufi tradition 
of that land. Congress 
ensured women, SC & ST 
communities do not get 
their rights. Kashmiri 
Pandits suffered. Mili-
tancy rose. Our Govern-
ment changed that!

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

loniki 2003 does not stand, the citi-
zens deserve to know.” It prompted 
a tweet from Mr Tusk, who pleaded 
for patience: “I would like to send 
a message to our Macedonian and 
Albanian friends: don’t give up! You 
did your share and we didn’t. But I 
have absolutely no doubt that you 
will become full members of the 
European Union.”

The turning point of Friday’s 
summit forfeits a visionary goal as 
well as practical benefits in a region 
with huge potential. The coastline 

along the Adriatic is an undoubt-
ed strategic asset but has not been 
fully exploited. Its people need the 
gold standard of EU membership to 
launch a host of ambitious projects.

There are glimmers of what is pos-
sible. Exhibit A is the Masdar invest-
ment in Serbia. This $335 million 
investment in Cibuk 1, a 57-turbine 
generation unit, has great potential. 
By coincidence, it was inaugurated 
last week. As an example of the stra-
tegic importance of wind farms in 
Europe, it is useful to know that the 
former iron curtain border between 
Austria and Slovakia has been devel-
oped into a giant, highly profitable 
wind farm.

The demographics in the Balkans 
are an asset that ageing Europe 
should see as a resource. A youthful 
population can compensate for older 
populations elsewhere in Europe.

Politics triumphed last week over 
a bigger vision for the region. The 
bad dynamic is not confined to re-
cent days.

The news cycle is not kind to the 
Balkans. The area is portrayed as 
a hotbed of cyber chicanery and is 
even partly blamed for the alleged 
interference in the race for the White 
House in 2016. One advantage of 

membership for countries in central 
and eastern Europe is that the au-
thorities have much more firepower 
to face down such activity.

The pressures on Bosnia Herze-
govina are particularly acute. Its 
post-war future was under a cloud. 
Battling the spectre of new forms of 
Islamist radicalisation there is, say 
experts in the field, an increasingly 
uphill task. Meanwhile splits with 
nationalist factions are becoming 
ever more bitter, calling into ques-
tion the settlement that followed the 
Dayton Accords, which ended the 
war in 1995.

For  Mr Macron,  there  is  a 
long-standing French foreign policy 
objective in blocking Balkans acces-
sion. A larger and more internally 
complex EU cannot act swiftly or 
deal well with its challenges.

Moreover, Mr Macron does not 
want to give open goals in domestic 
politics to the far-right politician 
Marine Le Pen.

At the moment of British with-
drawal from the EU, Mr Macron sees 
an opportunity to assert a French 
foreign policy vision. Adding the Bal-
kan nations to the voices around the 
table within the EU is a distraction to 
his grand plans.

As surely as Brexit, the decision 
marks the retreat from the ideal that 
the EU could hold pan-European 
ambitions in one central hub.

The French leader wants to shape 
Europe as a geopolitical player in 
the mould of Parisian foreign policy.

He is succeeding and his ambitions 
should be taken seriously. France 
boasts ownership of major diplo-
matic and strategic initiatives, from 
climate change to the Sahel to Iran’s 
nuclear deal.

It is reckless to cast off the Bal-
kans so summarily. Europe’s rejects 
could find a common political pro-
ject that allows them to stand apart 
from Brussels.

1952
The Governor of Kenya declares 
a state of emergency and begins 
arresting hundreds of suspected 
leaders of the Mau Mau Uprising.

1961
The Soviet Union performs the first 
armed test of a submarine-launched 
ballistic missile, launching an R-13 
from a Golf-class submarine.

1962
People’s Republic of China launches 
simultaneous offensives in Ladakh 
and across the McMahon Line, 
igniting the Sino-Indian War.

1968
Former First Lady Jacqueline 
Kennedy marries Greek shipping 
tycoon Aristotle Onassis.
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Need to stem rising 
coastal degradation 

Bahrain is a nation that has the unique natural advantage of 
being surrounded by water, which provides a rich source 
of aquatic ecosystem to a plethora of living organisms 

and underwater plants. Being an archipelago consisting of the 
main Bahrain Island and some 30 smaller islands, the name of 
the nation itself is derived from the Arabic word Al-Bahrayn or 
“two seas”. Evidently water has immense importance for Bahrain 
around which much of the country’s natural habitats revolve. The 
coastlines of Bahrain are the buffer interaction zones between the 
sea’s and mainland and hence need to be in pristine condition. 
But off late some of these coastlines are unable to stay unspoiled 
due to a variety of anthropogenic reasons. This is where Bahrain 
needs to quickly step in and contain the degradation.

The importance and significance of Bahrain’s coastlines 
cannot be emphasized enough. The coastline and the marine 
environment of Bahrain are especially important and indis-
pensable for the Bahraini people. In addition to supporting the 
country’s economy as most developments lie along the coastal 
areas, it supports a range of marine organisms that are important 
components of a wider ecosystem. While the coastlines have 
gradually developed into a beehive of activity, sadly the pollution 
and degradation levels too have soared. Oil related pollution and 
industrial activities have created a suffocating environment for 
the marine ecosystems that are in the proximity of the coastlines. 
The beaches especially are experiencing challenging levels of 

pollution that need urgent remedial measures. 
Whereas laws and regulations do exist in 

order to protect the environment but they need 
to be further developed, strengthened and mod-
ified as well in order to keep up with the rapidly 
changing coastal degradation conditions. As the 
Kingdom ramps up its pollution monitoring 
and control protocols, it is quite important that 
interim contingency plans too are crucial in or-
der to prevent, remedy and ameliorate negative 
impact from disastrous ecological debacles such 
as oil spills which have a debilitating impact on 
the fragile coastal ecosystems. Bahrain urgently 

needs to develop, finalise and implement an integrated coastal 
zone management plan that is able to factor in the current and 
future challenges faced by the coastal areas and prepare a cali-
brated response mechanism.

The marine ecosystems along the coastlines are intensively 
subjected to human disturbance either by direct physical damage 
or by deterioration of the water quality resulting from increas-
ing levels of pollution. The main man made impacts in Bahrain 
are reclamation and dredging, industrial and sewage effluents, 
hypersaline water discharge from desalination plants, and oil 
pollution. According to a study done by Zainal et al in 2012 the 
total cumulative loss of the major maritime habitats, due to 
dredging in Bahrain, has been roughly 160 square kilometers. 
In addition to this, as per the findings of a report by the United 
Nations Development Program roughly 80 per cent of Bahrain’s 
coastline has been subjected to land reclamation (Fuller, 2006), 
resulting in a loss of a fertile coral reef between Qatar and Bah-
rain. These conditions are not only deplorable but also cause 
irreversible damage to the coastal environment. In order to rein 
in the pollution streak, Bahrain needs to quickly administer some 
much-needed measures.

Bahrain can protect coastal biodiversity by firstly banning the 
use of plastics along the beaches and sensitive coastlines. Increas-
ing public awareness and combining the single use plastic ban 
towards achieving cleaner beaches will eventually translate to 
healthier coastlines. Secondly, stricter monitoring of emissions 
by ships especially oil tankers will go a long way in ensuring 
healthy sea waters and hence better coastline ecology. Many oil 
tankers empty ballast water into the seas causing instant death 
to many marine life organisms due to presence of arsenic in the 
discarded ballast water. The naval patrols must ensure usage of 
advanced satellite technology to prevent ships in Bahrain waters 
from undertaking any polluting activity.

In addition to these efforts, Bahrain can also involve organi-
sations appointed by the corporate under the corporate social 
responsibility initiatives to commission projects to rejuvenate 
coastlines. These projects can serve the twin purpose of making 
coastlines healthy and increase public awareness as well. These 
projects can in turn be publicised at appropriate global forums 
so that the world is not only able to appreciate the benchmarking 
activities of Bahrain to save the coastlines but also hold them as 
global examples for other nations to emulate.

Seas and coastlines are as old as the human civilisations and 
as such need to be take care of as they are a natural repository 
of marine biodiversity and ecology and Bahrain is truly a gifted 
nation to be in possession of such extensive coastlines.

KOTA SRIRAJ 

The turning point of 
Friday’s summit forfeits 
a visionary goal as well 

as practical benefits in a 
region with huge potential. 

The coastline along the 
Adriatic is an undoubted 

strategic asset but has not 
been fully exploited.  

strengthened by its support for 
the International Fund for Hou-
bara Conservation based in Abu 
Dhabi, while it also contributes 
to the international Convention 
on Migratory Species with its 
work on migratory birds of prey 
and dugongs.

Last week’s IUCN meeting 

was the second such meeting 
sponsored by the EAD and fol-
lowed an international confer-
ence on houbara conservation 
last year.

It is not just through the EAD, 
though, that the UAE’s outreach 
on conservation issues can be 
seen. The Mohamed bin Zayed 
Species Conservation Fund, 
which has been operating for 
more than a decade, has given 
more than 2,000 grants to re-
search and conservation pro-
jects in 170 countries, involving 
more than 1,340 species or sub-
species of a wide range of plants 
and animals. Many of these pro-
jects also receive support from 
other grant-giving bodies, help-
ing to consolidate the fund’s 

international network. Its latest 
round of grants last month, to-
talling about $500,000, went to 
59 projects in Europe, Africa, 
Asia, Oceania and North and 
South America, bringing the 
total distributed to date to more 
than $19 million.

A new Mohamed bin Zayed 
Raptor Conservation Fund, 
established last year, is now 
preparing a programme that 
will focus on tackling the global 
threat to birds of prey posed 
by electric power lines. Pilot 
studies in Mongolia have shown 
power lines kill hundreds of 
birds a year.

Replicating the EAD pattern 
of engaging not only at home 
but overseas, the Emirates Fal-
coners’ Club has also become 
a leading participant in the 
International Association of 
Falconry and Conservation of 
Birds of Prey (IAF), with the 
club’s executive director Majid 
Al Mansouri currently serving 
as the IAF’s president.

This is just a sample of the 
international work of our UAE 
conservation bodies. As I found 
during this month’s conference, 
it is not surprising that that they 
have a good reputation globally. 
It is time that their contribution 
to the country’s internation-
al standing was more widely 
known at home.

Gulf conservationists playing an important role on the global stage

A new Mohamed bin Zayed 
Raptor Conservation 

Fund, established last 
year, is now preparing a 

programme that will focus 
on tackling the global 
threat to birds of prey 

posed by electric power 
lines. 


