
Paramilitary drone strike 
kills 75 in Sudan’s Darfur
RSF pushes for dominance in western Sudan as El-Fasher siege intensifies and casualties mount

• RSF targets last 
army-held Darfur city

• Attack hit displaced 
civilians’ mosque

• City under 
18-month siege

AFP | Port Sudan

Sudan’s paramilitary Rap-
id Support Forces killed 
75 people in a drone strike 

that hit a mosque in the western 
city of El-Fasher yesterday, first 
responders said.

The RSF conducted their strike 
as they pressed a push to capture 
the last major city in the vast 
western region of Darfur still 
under army control.

The attack struck worshippers 
in the city’s Al-Daraja neighbour-
hood, where civilians from the 
famine-hit Abu Shouk displace-
ment camp had fled after fighters 
overran the camp.

“The bodies were retrieved 
from the rubble of the mosque,” 
the Abu Shouk Emergency Re-
sponse Room, one of hundreds 
of volunteer groups coordinating 
relief across Sudan, said on social 
media.

There was no immediate com-
ment from the RSF on the inci-
dent.

El-Fasher, which has been un-

der paramilitary siege for about 
18 months, is the final state 
capital in Darfur still under the 
control of Sudan’s army, which 
has been locked in a devastat-
ing war with the RSF since April  
2023.

The city’s fall would hand the 
RSF full territorial dominance 
over the region, where the UN 
and rights groups have already 
reported mass atrocities, includ-
ing ethnically targeted massa-
cres.

 ‘Full control’ 

Satellite imagery released by 
Yale University’s Humanitari-
an Research Lab on Thursday 
showed RSF forces advancing on 
multiple fronts, including around 
Abu Shouk camp and the former 
UNAMID peacekeeping base, now 
used by anti-RSF Joint Forces.

The Joint Forces, a coalition 
armed groups, has fought along-
side the army since late 2023 

after mass killings targeting the 
Massalit tribe in West Darfur 
state capital El-Geneina.

“RSF has likely captured the 
former UNAMID compound, Joint 
Forces’ base of operations,” Yale 
said, citing damage visible in sat-
ellite imagery collected between 
Monday and Thursday.

An RSF source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorised to 
talk to the media, told AFP: “By 
around 2:00 pm (Thursday), our 

forces had taken full control of 
the UNAMID base.”

Buildings near Abu Shouk have 
been razed to the ground be-
tween Monday and Wednesday, 
according to Yale’s analysis of 
low-resolution satellite imagery.

RSF units now control much of 
the famine-hit Abu Shouk dis-
placement camp, a densely pop-
ulated area just three kilometres 
north of UNAMID, according to 
eyewitnesses.

This places El Fasher airport 
-- the army’s de facto base of op-
erations located three kilometres 
(1.9 miles) south of UNAMID 
-- and the army’s 6th Division 
headquarters both within direct 
RSF firing range.

Israel warns Gaza of 
‘unprecedented force’
Military urges civilians to evacuate south as famine-hit Gaza City faces fierce assault

• Gaza City under 
heavy bombardment

• Nearly 480,000 
residents have fled

• Only coastal Al-
Rashid road open

• 22 killed in fresh 
strikes yesterday

AFP | Gaza City

The Israeli military warned 
yesterday it would oper-
ate with “unprecedent-

ed force” in Gaza City, telling 
residents to flee southwards as 
it presses its ground offensive 
on the territory’s largest urban 
centre.

Israel has pummelled Gaza 
City with strikes and tank fire in 
its bid to seize it, nearly two years 
into the war that has devastated 
the Palestinian territory and left 
the Gaza City area gripped by a 
UN-declared famine.

The assault comes ahead of a 
planned move by several West-
ern countries, including France 
and Britain, to recognise a Pal-
estinian state next week at a UN 
summit.

The military launched its ma-
jor ground offensive on Tuesday 
and has for days been telling res-
idents to head south, but many 
Palestinians say the journey is 
prohibitively expensive and they 
do not know where to go.

The United Nations estimated 
at the end of August that about 
one million people were living in 
Gaza City and its surroundings.

The military yesterday said it 
estimated 480,000 of them have 
fled since late August.

Yesterday, the military’s Ar-
abic-language spokesman an-
nounced the closure of a tem-
porary evacuation route opened 

48 hours earlier, saying the only 
way south was via the Al-Rashid 
coastal road.

“From this moment, Salah al-
Din Road is closed for south-
bound travel,” Avichay Adraee, 
said in a post on X addressing 
residents of the city, referring 
to the main north-south artery 
through the Gaza Strip.

Israel had on Wednesday an-
nounced a “temporary” new 
route for residents to flee along 
the road, saying it would remain 
open for just 48 hours from mid-
day (0900 GMT).

“The Israel Defense Forces 
will continue to operate with 
unprecedented force against Ha-
mas and other organisations,” 
Adraee said on X yesterday.

“Take this opportunity and 
join the hundreds of thousands 
of city residents who have moved 
south to the humanitarian area.”

The Israeli military has urged 
Palestinians to head to a “hu-
manitarian area” in the southern 
coastal area of Al-Mawasi, where 

it says aid, medical care and hu-
manitarian infrastructure will be 
provided.

Israel first declared the area a 
safe zone early in the war, but has 
carried out repeated strikes on it 
since then, saying it is targeting 
Hamas.

Nivin Ahmed, 50, fled south 
from Gaza City to the central 
city of Deir el-Balah on Thurs-
day, walking with seven family 
members.

“We walked more than 15 kilo-
metres (nine miles), we were 
crawling from exhaustion,” she 
said.

“My youngest son cried from 
fatigue. We took turns dragging 
a small cart with some of our 
belongings.”

Mona Abdel Karim, 36, said 
she had been unable to secure 
transport south and had been 
sleeping with her family on Al-
Rashid street for two nights wait-
ing for a driver.

“I feel like I’m about to ex-
plode. We can’t walk on foot -- 
my husband’s parents are elderly 
and sick, and the children are too 
weak to walk,” she said.

AFP footage from Al-Rashid 
street on Thursday showed long 
lines of Palestinians heading 
south on foot or in vehicles piled 
high with meagre belongings.

The mosque 
was located in a 

neighbourhood where 
civilians had fled after 
paramilitary fighters 

overran the Abu 
Shouk displacement 

camp, making it a 
concentrated civilian 

area

KNOW WHAT

North Korea’s Kim oversees drone 
test, orders AI development

AFP | Seoul

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un oversaw a test of 

an attack drone and ordered 
greater use of artificial intel-
ligence (AI) in the technology, 
state media said yesterday.

Images shared by the official 
Korean Central News Agency 
showed the unmanned vehicle 
taking off and then destroying 
a target.

State media said the exer-
cise demonstrated the “excel-
lent combat effectiveness of 
Kumsong-series tactical at-
tack drones”, reporting Kim 
expressed “great satisfaction” 
with the result.

Drones are emerging as a 
“major military activity asset, 
raising it as a top-priority and 
important task in modernizing 
the armed forces of the DPRK,” 
Kim reportedly said, using the 
acronym for North Korea.

He also ordered “efforts to 
rapidly developing the new-
ly-introduced artificial intel-
ligence technology” as well as 
the “expanding and strength-
ening” of drone production 
capabilities.

Analyst Hong Min at Seoul’s 
Korea Institute for National 
Unification said Kim sees 
drone technology as critical to 
securing “great power status”.

“The drones raise concerns 
because they offer low-cost, 
high-efficiency threats: au-
tonomous mission execution, 
improved accuracy and lethal-
ity, suitability for mass pro-
duction, and enhanced tactical 
flexibility,” he added.

 Lessons from Russia 
Pyongyang unveiled its first 

attack drones last year and 
experts have warned its new 
capability in this area could be 
linked to its budding alliance 
with Russia.

Analysts also say North Ko-
rean troops sent to fight for 
Russia will be gaining modern 
warfare experience -- includ-
ing how drones are used on the 
battlefield.

And Lim Eul-chul at South 
Korea’s Kyungnam University 
said AI could allow North Ko-
rean drones to “operate even if 
GPS or communications signals 
are jammed, relying on pre-
trained algorithms”.
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We want to ban im-
ports of Russian 

LNG into European mar-
kets. It is time to turn off 
the tap. I want to be clear: 
Europeans will be safe 
this winter. Because we 
have been preparing for 
this under REPowerEU. 
Our efforts are paying off 
today.

@vonderleyen

I just released my AI for 
America roadmap, and 

it boils down to this: The 
companies driving and 
profiting the most from 
AI need to do their part to 
strengthen our workforce, 
modernize our energy in-
frastructure, and ensure 
safety.

@SenMarkKelly

At #PortoSocialForum 
we reaffirmed our 

commitment to a Social 
Europe. At the 23-24 Octo-
ber #EUCO, EU leaders will 
for the first time hold a de-
bate on affordable housing 
— a cornerstone for social 
cohesion, democratic re-
silience and the future of 
the young generations.

@eucopresident

Our times demand 
more than posturing 

& promises. They demand 
progress. The @UN Gen-
eral Debate next week is 
an opportunity we can-
not miss. My message to 
world leaders: Get seri-
ous, bridge divides & de-
liver. Let this be a week of 
solutions.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Hong 
Kong planned 
to evacuate 

thousands of residents as a bomb left 
over from World War II was discovered 
at a construction site. The police said that 
the bomb measured approximately 1.5m in 
length and weighed about 450kg, adding that 
they believed it remained “fully functional”. 
“Due to the extremely high risks involved 

in dismantling and disposing of the bomb, we must activate the emergency 
evacuation plan,” said Hong Kong Police’s district commander Andy Chan.

 u British trip-hop group Massive 
Attack announced they are joining 
a new music industry initiative to 
block their music in Israel and have also 
asked for their songs to be removed from 
Spotify. The Bristol natives said they had 
joined “No Music for Genocide”, a collective 
of musicians modelled on the “Film Workers 
for Palestine” group, which has also called 
for a cultural boycott of Israel over the 
war in Gaza. “We’d appeal to all musicians 
to transfer their sadness, anger and artistic contributions into a coherent, 
reasonable and vital action to end the unspeakable hell being visited upon the 
Palestinians hour after hour,” the group wrote on Instagram on Thursday.

 u Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov 
will meet US Secretary 

of State Marco Rubio on the sidelines 
of the United Nations General Assembly 
next week, Russian state media cited 
Moscow’s UN envoy as saying yesterday. 
“They will discuss an entire range of issues, 
both bilateral and multilateral. There is 
no specific agenda yet, but a meeting is 
being planned,” said Russia’s permanent 
representative at the UN, Vasily Nebenzya, 

according to the RIA Novosti news agency.

Hong Kong to evacuate 6,000 people 
after World War II-era 450kg bomb found

Russian FM Lavrov to meet Rubio 
at UN next week: Russian state media

Massive Attack join 
Israel boycott campaign

North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (L) attending the performance test of 
unmanned strategic reconnaissance aircraft

622 1870 2001 2019
Prophet 
Muhammad 
arrives in Yathrib 
(Medina)

Rome is captured by the Italian army after 
Pope Pius IX surrenders to King Victor 
Emmanuel II, unifying Italy and ending 
the 1,116-year reign of the Papal States

In an address to a joint session 
of Congress and the American 
people, US President George W. 
Bush declares a “war on terror”

Students from 185 countries stage the 
world’s largest-ever protest on climate 
change, culminating in a Manhattan 
rally led by Greta Thunberg

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Many Gazans are too 
weak, ill, or poor to 

walk the long journey 
south—some families 

now sleep on the 
evacuation route, 

waiting for transport 
amid relentless 

shelling and closed 
escape roads

KNOW WHAT

Blasts kill at least 11 in 
southwestern Pakistan

AFP | Quetta

Separate blasts in Pakistan’s 
restive Balochistan province 

killed at least 11 people, officials 
said yesterday.

Militancy has been rising 
in mineral-rich Balochistan, 
which sits on the border with 
Afghanistan and Iran, and it has 
been met with a sweeping coun-
ter-terrorism crackdown.

A suicide bomber drove an 
explosive-laden car into a con-
voy of paramilitary soldiers in 
Dasht, on Pakistan’s southwest-
ern tip near Iran, on Thursday.

Two local government offi-
cials said that three troops were 
among five people killed. The 
attack was claimed by separa-
tist group the Baloch Liberation 
Army.

Another blast near an Afghan 
border crossing in the province 
killed six labourers on Thursday 
night, local government official 
Imtiaz Ali Baloch said.

Separatists have been fight-
ing a decade-long insurgency 
against the Pakistan military 
with the aim of ending discrim-
ination against the Baloch peo-
ple.

Security personnel inspect a damaged vehicle

Sudanese residents gather to receive free meals in Al Fasher in Darfur region

Palestinians from Gaza City move southwards with their belongings, on the coastal road near the Nuseirat refugee camp

Notre-Dame’s twin towers ready to thrill visitors after fire
AFP | Paris

French President Emmanuel 
Macron yesterday reopened 

the two great mediaeval towers 
of the Notre-Dame cathedral in 
Paris for public visits, one of the 
final steps in its immense recon-
struction following a devastating 
fire.

The inauguration of the re-
stored towers by Macron, who 
has spearheaded reconstruction 
efforts since the April 15, 2019 
fire, comes a day before the open-
ing weekend when the public can 
finally climb the 424 stairs to 
enjoy unmatched views of Paris.

Their reopening marks anoth-
er landmark in the vast recon-
struction process which is still 
ongoing even after the December 
7, 2024 reopening of the cathe-

dral in a glittering ceremony at-
tended by US President Donald 
Trump weeks before his own 

inauguration.
The reconstruction of No-

tre-Dame to its former glory 

marks a major success for Ma-
cron, who is politically embattled 
at home.

He can boast of fulfilling a 
promise made in the wake of the 
fire for the restoration to be fin-
ished within half a decade.

‘Spectacular views’
Macron was given the honour 

of being the first person to be 
given a tour round the newly-re-
stored towers which also allows 
a close view of the cathedral’s 
famous gargoyles -- grotesque 
sculptures of mythical beasts 
that adorn its exterior walls.

“The towers of Notre-Dame 
reopen to the public,” Macron 
said on X. “The cathedral is re-
gaining all its splendour and once 
again offers its spectacular views 
of Paris,” he said.

France’s President Emmanuel Macron looks at the gargoyles as he visits Notre-
Dame de Paris Cathedral

Taliban release detained elderly British couple
AFP | London

An elderly British couple 
detained in Afghanistan 

for almost eight months were 
released yesterday, the Taliban 
authorities said, after pressure 
built to free the pair due to fears 
over their health.

Taliban officials have refused 
to detail why Peter Reynolds, 
80, and his wife Barbara, 76, 
were arrested in February as 
they were returning to their 
home.

“We’ve been treated very 
well. We’re looking forward 
to seeing our children,” said 
Barbara, in a red headscarf, 
standing next to her bearded 
husband, near a plane on the 
tarmac of Kabul airport.

“We are looking forward to 
returning to Afghanistan if we 
can. We are Afghan citizens,” 
she added, after Qatar-facil-
itated negotiations for their 
release.

The couple were married in 
Kabul in 1970, and have spent 
almost two decades living in 
Afghanistan running educa-
tional programmes for women 
and children. They also became 
official Afghan citizens.

When the Taliban returned 
to power in 2021, the couple re-

mained in Afghanistan against 
the advice of the British em-
bassy.

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Abdul Qahar Balkhi in a state-
ment posted on social media 
said the couple were handed 
over to the UK’s special repre-
sentative to the country Rich-
ard Lindsay.

“Two British nationals named 
Peter and Barbara Reynolds, 
who had violated the laws of Af-
ghanistan, were released from 
custody today following the 
judicial process,” Balkhi added.

Images of the couple stand-
ing together with Lindsay at 
Kabul airport before their de-
parture to the Qatari capital 
Doha were broadcast on Sky  
News.

“They are very relieved to be 
to be going home,” Lindsay told 
the broadcaster.

The couple were first held 
in a maximum security facili-
ty, “then in underground cells, 
without daylight, before being 
transferred” to the intelligence 
services in Kabul, according to 
UN experts.

Peter and Barbie Reynolds posing for a photograph at an unknown location


