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First Dutch East India 
Company ships return 
from the Far East

Alaska is first sighted by a Rus-
sian expedition led by Danish 

explorer Vitus Bering

Chinese revolutionary Sun Yat-sen 
forms the first chapter of Tongmeng-
hui, a union of secret societies deter-
mined to bring down the Qing dynasty

250,000 Soviet and 
Warsaw Pact troops invade 
Czechoslovakia at night to 

suppress the Prague Spring
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Music fosters com-
munion. It helps 

unite our hearts to over-
come differences be-
tween people and bring 
everyone together in 
praise of God through 
a symphony of voices. 
#GeneralAudience

@Pontifex

Last month, I launched 
a diplomatic cam-

paign to dismantle the 
ICC’s threat to our na-
tional sovereignty. The 
Trump Administration 
is sanctioning ICC Presi-
dent Tomoko Akane and 
Senior Trial Lawyer Ab-
doulaye Seye in our un-
wavering mission to pro-
tect Americans from this 
sham of a court. In honor 
of our Declaration of In-
dependence, Americans 
will never be transported 
beyond seas to be tried for 
pretend offenses.

@DrTedros

Today, 103 Ukrainian 
warriors are return-

ing home from Russian 
captivity. They are de-
fenders from the Armed 
Forces, the State Border 
Guard Service, and the 
National Guard.

@ZelenskyyUa

Serving others has be-
come more dangerous 

than ever. More than 1,000 
humanitarians have been 
killed in the last 3 years. 
Humanitarian workers 
stand up for people in 
need. We must stand up 
for them. We must #Act-
ForHumanity.Now.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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The ICC is the world’s first permanent 
international court created to prose-
cute individuals for the most serious 

crimes — including genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against humanity.

KNOW WHAT

U - T U R N  W I T H  U K

P. UNNIKRISHNAN

The Art of 
Understanding…

We often think 
communication means 
speaking, approaching, 

touching. It doesn’t 
always. Sometimes it 

means understanding 
another being’s 

boundaries — knowing 
when to come closer and 
when to stay away. It is 

about learning how to 
swim and live together in 

the short life we have.

I couldn’t believe my eyes when I first saw the video. I looked 
again. And then once more.

A Bahraini fisherman was in the sea, seemingly riding 
alongside a shark. To most of us, the sight is frightening — a 
shark is one of the ocean’s most efficient predators, its instincts 
and senses honed over millions of years. Yet here was a man 
completely at ease in its presence.

Perhaps he understood the animal’s behaviour better than 
most of us ever could, knowing exactly when to approach and 
when to keep his distance. Either way, it was a memory that 
would stay with him for life.

It reminded me how little we really know about the sea. We 
have explored only a fraction of our oceans, yet beneath the 
surface exists an extraordinary world of intelligence, commu-
nication, instinct and survival.

One creature that fascinates me most is the orca.
Orcas are the largest members of the dolphin family and are 

apex predators that are remarkably intelligent, with sophisti-
cated social structures. They have distinct hunting techniques, 
diets, and calls and clicks passed down through generations.

In some ways, their societies feel surprisingly familiar. Fe-
male orcas can live for decades after they stop reproducing, 
and scientists believe these older females play a vital role — 
helping younger members locate food and navigate difficult 
conditions, their accumulated knowledge becoming a survival 
tool for the whole family. In an ocean where survival depends 
on intelligence, cooperation and experience, knowledge passes 
down through generations.

Orcas also have a particular fascination with sharks, with some 
populations targeting the nutrient-rich livers and leaving much 
of the rest untouched. 
And despite their fear-
some reputation, there 
is no established pattern 
of wild orcas hunting hu-
mans for food. The nick-
name “killer whale” says 
more about their power 
as predators than about 
their relationship with us.

Perhaps the greatest 
lesson here is that instinct 
does not always mean 
aggression — it means 
understanding the envi-
ronment well enough to 
survive within it.

I have swum in beau-
tiful seas across many 
countries — the Maldives, 
Zanzibar, Langkawi. Yet 
I have always regretted not properly exploring the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, despite their relative closeness 
to my hometown in India.

A photographer friend once showed me images from his 
travels through those islands — among them, North Sentinel 
Island, home to the Sentinelese, one of the world’s few remain-
ing uncontacted Indigenous peoples.

For thousands of years, they have lived in remarkable isola-
tion. Their population isn’t known with certainty, but is thought 
to be small. They hunt, fish and gather using traditional meth-
ods, and have consistently made clear they want no contact 
with outsiders.

Their isolation isn’t simply a matter of choice — it’s a matter 
of survival. The Indian government strictly protects North Sen-
tinel Island, recognising that people cut off from the modern 
world for generations may have little or no immunity to diseases 
ordinary to us, where even a mild infection could be devastating.

In 2018, American missionary John Allen Chau illegally 
travelled to the island attempting contact, and was killed — a 
tragic reminder of the danger of ignoring those boundaries. 
The story is disturbing, but it raises a difficult question: why 
do we assume every isolated community needs to be contacted, 
changed, or brought into our way of life?

This brings me back to the shark, the orca and the Sentinelese 
— at first seemingly sharing nothing: a predator, an extraordi-
narily intelligent marine mammal, and a human community 
deliberately separated from the modern world. Yet a common 
thread may run through all three.

We often think communication means speaking, approaching, 
touching. It doesn’t always. Sometimes it means understanding 
another being’s boundaries — knowing when to come closer 
and when to stay away. It is about learning how to swim and 
live together in the short life we have.

P.Unnikrishnan is the Chairperson and Managing Director of The Daily 
Tribune. 

Israel army admits firing on car in 
death of five-year-old Hind Rajab

• The Israeli military 
had previously denied 
its troops were 
present in the area

• Alongside the Hind 
Rajab case, the military 
published reviews into 
four other high-profile 
incidents in Gaza

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military on 
Wednesday admitted its 
troops fired on a car car-

rying five-year-old Hind Rajab 
in Gaza in 2024, saying it had 
ordered a criminal investigation 
into the killing which drew in-
ternational outrage.

Hind Rajab’s body was re-
covered from a car riddled with 
bullets in Gaza City days after 
she was last heard from in a 
desperate, hours-long phone 
call to the Palestinian Red Cres-
cent on January 29, 2024.

The Israeli military had pre-
viously denied its troops were 
present in the area near the in-
cident.

“Following review of the 
findings and due to alleged 
failures in the coordination of 
the movement of the Palestine 
Red Crescent ambulance, it has 
been decided to initiate a crimi-
nal investigation of the incident 
by Military Police Criminal In-
vestigation Division,” the mili-
tary said on Wednesday.

Alongside the Hind Rajab 
case, the military published re-
views into four other high-pro-
file incidents in Gaza, saying it 
was also launching a criminal 
probe into the 2025 killings of 
15 Palestinians including med-
ics and humanitarian person-
nel.

Hind Rajab had made the 
emergency call after her fami-
ly’s car came under fire during 
an attempt to flee Gaza City 
amid an Israeli advance in the 
Palestinian territory’s north.

Her body was eventually re-

covered along with those of six 
relatives and two Red Crescent 
rescue workers sent to find her.

Her death sparked interna-
tional outrage and calls for an 
independent investigation, and 
the original audio recordings of 
her emergency call were incor-
porated into the Oscar-nomi-
nated feature film “The Voice 
of Hind Rajab”.

Upon publishing its review 
into the incident on Wednes-
day, the Israeli military said 
its findings indicated troops 
had “fired at a vehicle that was 
approaching them while trav-
elling contrary to the advance 
notice” that had been given to 
residents in the area.

“As a result of the fire, five of 
the vehicle’s passengers were 
killed, and two survived: Hind 
Rajab and her cousin Layan 
Hamada,” it said.

The military said that follow-
ing a call to rescue authorities 
in which the girls participated, 
the movement of a Palestine 
Red Crescent ambulance had 
been coordinated in order to 
evacuate the casualties.

“However, according to the 
allegations raised, upon the am-
bulance’s arrival at the scene 
of the incident, a shell was 
fired toward it, resulting in the 
deaths of the two paramedics 
travelling in it,” it added.

The Hind Rajab Foundation, 
a Brussels-based legal organisa-
tion seeking to address alleged 
Israeli violations in Gaza, said 
it had “no confidence” in the 
move by the Israeli military.

“These reported investiga-
tions, even if they do occur, 
should not be mistaken for a 
genuine step toward justice,” it 
said in a statement. 

Israel, after base strike, 
says Syria acceptance 
of Turkish troops posed 
‘threat’

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel accused Syria of violat-
ing an agreement by accept-

ing Turkish troops on a base 
in its northwest, which was 
bombed yesterday in an attack 
the United States criticised 
and blamed on Israel.

Israel has carried out hun-
dreds of strikes on Syria since 
the fall of longtime ruler 
Bashar al-Assad in late 2024 
but Tuesday’s raid was well 
away from a self-described se-
curity zone Israel maintains in 
the south of the country.

The base was out of service 
since 2012 and protected by 
the Syrian defence ministry, a 
security source told AFP.

According to the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights 
monitor, the strikes came after 
a visit by a Turkish military 
delegation to the airfield in 
recent days as part of efforts 
to reactivate it.

Turkey was the first Mus-
lim-majority nation to recog-
nise Israel but Israel has tense 
relations with President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan, whose 
roots are in political Islam 
and who has vociferously de-
nounced Israel, especially over 
its devastating offensive in  
Gaza.

US envoy for Syria Tom Bar-
rack accused Israel of “an un-
necessary escalation”, in a rare 
direct criticism by the United 
States of its close ally.

A member of Syrian government forces, stands guard the Abu Duhur military 
air base area in Idlib province

Syria condemns unjustified 
‘Israeli airstrikes’ on air base
AFP | Damascus, Syria

Syria’s foreign ministry 
condemned what it said 

was an unjustified Israeli 
attack on an air base in the 
country’s northwest on Tues-
day, while Israel has not com-
mented on the incident.

Syria “condemns in the 
strongest terms the Israeli 
airstrikes targeting” the Abu 

Duhur military air base in 
Idlib province “and considers 
them an unjustified act of 
aggression”, a foreign min-
istry statement said, urging 
the international communi-
ty and the United Nations 
Security Council to “take a 
firm position against Israel’s 
repeated violations of Syrian 
sovereignty”.

Trump says will meet North Korea's 
Kim later this year
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday he would 

meet North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un this year, in what 
would be their first encounter 

of Trump's second term.
"Yeah, I will be," Trump told 

reporters during a tour of a 
new helipad he is building at 
the White House, when asked 
if he planned to meet Kim lat-
er in 2026.

Gold mine collapse kills at least 
100 people in C.Africa
AFP | Bouar, Central African 
Republic

A landslide at an illegal gold 
mine has killed at least 100 

people in the Central African 
Republic on the border with 
Cameroon, local sources told 
AFP yesterday. 

Search operations are still 
under way after the accident 
at the Zamboye mining site, 
about 50 kilometres (31 miles) 
from the town of Baboua, on 
Tuesday afternoon.

Several local sources said 
that around 100 people had 
died and many others were 
injured in the latest of many 
such accidents in the miner-

al-rich nation.
“At this stage it’s difficult for 

us to establish a formal toll,” 
Baboua elected official Lau-
rent Ngon Baba told AFP early 
on Wednesday.

At least four of the victims 
were Cameroonian, the Cam-
eroon Tribune reported.

Survivors were taken to 
hospital in Baboua, while the 
search continued on Wednes-
day. The landslide is believed to 
have been caused by “the col-
lapse of several underground 
tunnels in which miners were 
operating”, the Baboua public 
prosecutor said in a statement, 
announcing a judicial inquiry 
had been opened.

Kim Yo Jong says ‘unaware’ of 
Kim-Trump communication
• Trump said on Sunday 
that he had told the 
Pentagon to curtail the 
annual Ulchi Freedom 
Shield exercises

• Kim Yo Jong 
nevertheless said 
her brother still had 
“good memories and 
feelings” about Trump

• Nuclear-armed North 
Korea has long voiced 
outrage at the exercises, 
considering them

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

The powerful sister of Kim 
Jong Un said Wednesday 
she was “unaware” of re-

ported communication between 
her brother and Donald Trump, 
after the US president hinted at 
contact with the North Korean 
leader, but said ties between the 
two remained “excellent”.

Kim Yo Jong’s statement came 
hours after Washington and 
Seoul announced their annu-
al exercises would end about a 
week earlier than planned fol-
lowing an order from Trump to 
scale them back.

Trump said on Sunday that 
he had told the Pentagon to cur-
tail the annual Ulchi Freedom 
Shield exercises -- a day before 
they started -- citing his “good 
relationship” with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un.

Asked on Monday whether 
Kim had responded to his re-
quests for a conversation, Trump 
said: “Yeah, he has.”

But Kim’s sister, Kim Yo Jong, 
said Wednesday she was una-
ware of any such contact be-
tween her brother and Trump.

“Regarding the recent news 

from Washington about com-
munication between the leaders 
of North Korea and the United 
States, I am completely unaware 
of it,” she said in a statement.

“It is likely the only matter 
concerning our top leadership’s 

foreign policy that I am unaware 
of.”

Kim Yo Jong nevertheless 
said her brother still had “good 
memories and feelings” about 
Trump and that the relationship 
between the two leaders remains 

“excellent”.
Earlier Wednesday, Seoul’s 

military said the drills would 
wrap up on Friday, not on August 
27 as originally planned.

“We have decided to adjust 
the UFS exercise period to run 
from the 17th to the 21st,” South 
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said 
in a statement.

The decision was made “at 
the suggestion of the US side”, 
it added.

The Pentagon said the “sub-
stantially reduced” drills would 
“preserve essential readiness 
and... (cause) no degradation to 
US training objectives”.

The exercises are designed to 
prepare for a possible attack by 
North Korea.

They were understood to 
consist of two phases: the first, 
focused on defending against 
potential North Korean threats, 
was due to run until Friday; 
and the second, focused on a 
counteroffensive, from August  
24 to 27.

The second phase is now un-
derstood to have been scrapped.

Kim Yo Jong, however, dis-
missed the reduction, saying: 
“we do not consider it worth 
commenting on and find it com-
pletely uninteresting.”

She said reducing the scale or 
duration of the exercise did not 
change their “provocative and 
aggressive” character.

Nuclear-armed North Ko-
rea has long voiced outrage 
at the exercises, considering 
them dress rehearsals for an  
invasion.

Wednesday’s early morning 
commentary by the state-run Ko-
rean Central News Agency said 
they pose “the most immediate 
and open threat” to North Korea 
and “regional security”.

That commentary did not 
mention Trump’s order or his 
desire to resume talks with Kim, 
with whom he has hinted at be-
ing in contact.

North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un and US President Donald Trump cross south of 
the Military Demarcation Line (file)

At least 23 dead as bus, truck crash in Brazil
AFP | Brasília, Brazil

A head-on collision between 
a bus carrying medical pa-

tients and a truck killed at least 
23 people early Wednesday 
in southern Brazil, highway 
police said.

The crash occurred at 3:30 

am local time (6:30 GMT) when 
the truck veered into the other 
vehicle’s lane in the municipal-
ity of Ipiranga in Parana state, 
police said.

“At least 23 deaths have been 
confirmed. Most of the victims 
were on the bus,” authorities 
said in a press release. 

5-year-old Palestinian girl Hind Rajab has been found dead. (Palestine Red 
Crescent Society)

Sri Lanka unearths golden Buddha 
statues in ancient capital
AFP | Colombo, Sri Lanka

Sri Lankan archaeologists 
have excavated 17 gold-plat-

ed Buddha statues from a UNES-
CO World Heritage site believed 
to have been a monastery more 
than 2,000 years ago, an official 
told AFP yesterday. 

The rare find on Tuesday 
came during excavations of a 
rampart of the Abhayagiri tem-
ple complex in Anuradhapura, 
an ancient capital in the island’s 
centre north.

Project manager Thusitha 
Herath, of the government’s 
Central Cultural Fund, said this 
was the most significant dis-
covery in the archaeologically 
protected area in more than 
three decades.

“We have found artefacts be-
fore, but this is the first time 
we have seen such a large num-
ber of statues,” Herath told AFP 

from the excavation site, 210 
kilometres (130 miles) north of 
Colombo.

The 17 bronze statues plated 
in gold have features similar 
to artefacts from the seventh 
and eighth centuries, and are 
estimated to be about 1,200 to 
1,300 years old, Herath said.

“We have sent these arte-
facts for further testing and 
we hope to be able to put 
them on public display with-
in about a month,” he added.

The statues were found 
buried at random within the 
Sacred City of Anuradhapura, 
which has been listed as a UN-
ESCO World Heritage site 
since 1982.

Sri Lanka’s Central 
Cultural Fund has 
been carrying out 
excavations follow-
ing the international 
recognition, which 

also imposed conservation re-
sponsibilities on the govern-
ment.

The area is known to have 
embraced a diverse mix of 
Theravada, Mahayana and Va-
jrayana doctrines of Buddhism, 
attracting scholars and pilgrims 

from China and In-
dia hundreds of 

years ago.

Trump says North Korea 
has 57 nuclear weapons
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that North 

Korea has 57 nuclear weapons, 
in a rare and unusually precise 
assessment of Kim Jong Un's 

atomic arsenal.
"He has 57 very powerful 

nuclear weapons. Should have 
never allowed it to happen," 
Trump told reporters at the 
White House. "But he's got 
them. I get along with him very 
well."

Israeli soldiers stand guard during the demolition of a Palestinian building, 
citing the lack of a building permit, in Qalandia south of Ramallah in the 
occupied West Bank

ICC says US sanctions ‘flagrant 
attack’ on court independence

AFP | The Hague, Netherlands

The International Crimi-
nal Court on Wednesday 

lashed out at the United States 
after Washington slapped sanc-
tions on ICC President Tomoko 
Akane, calling it a “flagrant at-
tack” on the court’s independ-
ence.

The US sanctioned Akane of 
Japan and trial lawyer Abdou-
laye Seye of Senegal on Tues-
day, as part of Washington’s 
campaign against what it calls 
a “corrupt and fatally politi-
cised” body.

The EU’s top officials imme-
diately threw their support be-
hind Akane, saying they “stand 
firmly” with the ICC president 
and her top officials.

In twin statements on X, Eu-
ropean Commission chief Ursu-

la von der Leyen and European 
Council head Antonio Costa the 
court “must be able to act inde-
pendently and without external 
pressure.”

Germany echoed the stance, 
with its foreign ministry calling 
the court’s independence “of 
central importance”; while the 
Netherlands, which hosts the 
court at The Hague, also voiced 
its disapproval.

Slamming the US move, Spain 
described the court as “the cor-
nerstone of the international 

criminal justice system”.
The court said in a statement: 

“These sanctions are a flagrant 
attack against the independence 
of an impartial judicial institu-
tion.” “Such measures targeting 
judges, prosecutors and staff... 
undermine the rule of law,” it 
added.

Washington’s latest move 
follows sanctions it imposed 
on several ICC officials, seen 
as largely in response to the 
court’s investigations involving 
Israel, a US ally. Japan also ob-

jected to the sanctions, saying 
the country has “consistently 
supported the ICC... in its efforts 
to prosecute and punish the 
most serious crimes of concern 
to the international commu-
nity and to uphold the rule of  
law.”

US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio earlier said, without 
providing examples, that the 
sanctioned “individuals have di-
rectly engaged in efforts by the 
ICC to investigate, arrest, detain, 
or prosecute officials whose 
government has not consented 
to ICC jurisdiction”.

Established in 2002, the 
ICC prosecutes individuals ac-
cused of the gravest atrocities 
and acts as a last resort when 
countries do not have ade-
quate legal systems to ensure  
accountability.


