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FAILURE TO FAILURE WITH NO 
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First Dutch East India Company 
ships return from the Far East

Alaska is first sighted by 
a Russian expedition led 
by Danish explorer Vitus 

Bering

Chinese revolutionary Sun Yat-sen 
forms the first chapter of Tongmeng-
hui, a union of secret societies deter-
mined to bring down the Qing dynasty

250,000 Soviet and 
Warsaw Pact troops invade 
Czechoslovakia at night to 

suppress the Prague Spring
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Yesterday, important 
talks took place in 

Washington with the 
President of the Unit-
ed States and European 
leaders. This was truly 
a significant step toward 
ending the war and en-
suring the security of 
Ukraine and our people.

@ZelenskyyUa

Glad to meet Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi. 

Since my meeting with 
President Xi in Kazan 
last year, India-China re-
lations have made steady 
progress guided by re-
spect for each other’s in-
terests and sensitivities. I 
look forward to our next 
meeting in Tianjin on the 
sidelines of the SCO Sum-
mit. Stable, predictable, 
constructive ties between 
India and China will con-
tribute significantly to re-
gional as well as global 
peace and prosperity.

@narendramodi

A historic day at the 
White House as Eu-

ropean leaders joined 
President Trump in the 
Oval Office.

@WhiteHouse

Last year, at least 390 
aid workers - a re-

cord high - were killed 
across the world. Inter-
national law is clear: Hu-
manitarians can never 
be targeted. This World 
Humanitarian Day, let’s 
#ActForHumanity & say 
in one voice: An attack 
on humanitarians is an 
attack on humanity..

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u A record 383 aid workers 
were killed in 2024, the United Nations 
said yesterday, branding the figures 
and lack of accountability a “shameful 
indictment” of international apathy 
-- and warning this year’s toll was 
equally disturbing. The 2024 figure 
was up 31 percent on the year before, 
the UN said on World Humanitarian 
Day, “driven by the relentless conflicts in 
Gaza, where 181 humanitarian workers were 
killed, and in Sudan, where 60 lost their 
lives”. It said state actors were the most 
common perpetrators of the killings in 2024. 
The UN said most of those killed were local 
staff attacked in the line of duty or in their homes. Besides those killed, 308 aid 
workers were wounded, 125 kidnapped and 45 detained last year.

u A MP from Finland’s Social Democratic Party, Eemeli Peltonen, 
died in Finland’s parliament building yesterday at the age of 30, the assembly’s 
communications office said. “The person who passed away in the Parliament 
Building on the morning of August 19 is Eemeli Peltonen, a member of parliament 

in his first term,” the statement said, expressing 
condolences to his relatives. Peltonen died around 
11 am local time (8 am GMT), Finnish police said. 
The police said it “was investigating the causes of 
death, but do not suspect crime at this stage”. Chair 
of the social democratic parliamentary group, Tytti 

Tuppurainen, said the “passing of Eemeli Peltonen deeply shocks me and all of 
us” in a statement.

Finnish MP, 
30, dies inside 
parliament 

building

Record number 
of aid workers killed 
in 2024, UN says

India and China share one 
of the longest international 

borders in the world, stretch-
ing about 3,488 kilometres.

KNOW WHAT

Russia returns 
bodies of 1,000 
Ukrainian 
troops
Kyiv, Ukraine

Russia on Tuesday re-
turned the bodies of 

what it said were 1,000 
Ukrainian soldiers, five of 
whom died while in captiv-
ity, a Ukrainian government 
agency said.

Ukraine returned the 
bodies of 19 Russian soldiers 
in exchange, a Russian offi-
cial said.

Tens of thousands of sol-
diers have been killed on 
both sides since Russia in-
vaded its neighbour in Feb-
ruary 2022, though neither 
side regularly publishes 
data on their own casualties.

The exchange of prison-
ers of war and repatriation 
of war dead has been one of 
the few areas of cooperation 
between the two countries 
since the war began.

The two sides have inten-
sified these efforts in recent 
months during talks in Is-
tanbul.

“According to the Russian 
side, 1,000 bodies belonging 
to Ukrainian military per-
sonnel have been returned 
to Ukraine,” Ukraine’s Coor-
dination Headquarters for 
the Treatment of Prisoners 
of War said in a statement 
on Telegram.

“Unfortunately, among 
those repatriated are the 
bodies of five Ukrainian ser-
vicemen who died in captiv-
ity,” it added.

It said law enforcement 
would begin the process of 
identifying the soldiers.

The exchange was car-
ried out in accordance 
with agreements reached 
between the two sides in 
Istanbul, Russian negotiator 
Vladimir Medinsky said.

Kyiv initially said the two 
had agreed to “exchange” 
the bodies of 6,000 Ukrain-
ian soldiers for as many 
Russians. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky (R) gather with British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, US President Donald Trump, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, 
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen in the East Room of the White House in Washington, DC,

Trump paused 
meeting with 
Europeans to call 
Putin: source
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
interrupted a meeting with 

European leaders at the White 
House Monday to call Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Putin on 
efforts to reach a Ukraine deal, 
a source close to the talks said.

The call came as Trump host-
ed Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky and the leaders 
of Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy, Finland, the European 
Commission and NATO, the 
source told AFP on condition 
of anonymity.

“I said same thing”

TDT | agencies 

During critical discussions 
over the Russia-Ukraine 

war, which has lasted over 
three years, a US reporter 
once again commented on 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky’s attire during 
his meeting with President 
Donald Trump.

“You look fabulous in that 
suit,” said Brian Glenn, a con-
servative reporter, compli-
menting Zelensky, whom he 
had previously criticised for 
his clothing choices during a 
February visit to the Oval Of-
fice. “I said the same thing,” 
Trump interjected into the 
conversation between Zelen-
sky and Glenn.

“That’s the one who at-
tacked you last time,” Trump 
reminded his Ukrainian 

counterpart, as laughter rip-
pled through the room.

“I remember that,” Zelen-
sky replied to President 
Trump.

“You’re wearing the same 
suit,” Zelensky continued, 
prompting laughter from US 
officials and journalists in 
the room. During their last 
meeting in February in the 
Oval Office, Glenn had asked 
Zelensky, “Why don’t you 
wear a suit? You’re in the 
highest office in this coun-
try, and you refuse to wear 
one. Do you even own a suit? 
Many Americans feel you’re 
not respecting the dignity of 
this office.”

In response to Glenn’s 
question, Zelensky explained 
that he had decided to wear 
his military garb until peace 
is achieved in Ukraine.

Russia says peace deal 
must ensure its ‘security’

AFP | Paris, France

Russia said yesterday that 
any deal on Ukraine 
should ensure its own 

security and that of Russians in 
Ukraine, as Kyiv’s allies met to 
discuss possible peace talks, af-
ter suggestions that Volodymyr 
Zelensky could sit down with 
Vladimir Putin.

Hopes of a breakthrough rose 
when the Ukrainian president 
and European leaders met in 
Washington on Monday with 
US President Donald Trump, 
who said he had also spoken by 
phone with his Russian coun-
terpart.

But Russia warned that any 
solution of the war in Ukraine 
must respect “Russia’s securi-
ty interests”, with its Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov adding 
that any meeting between the 
leaders “must be prepared very 
thoroughly”.

Face-to-face talks between 
Zelensky and Putin would be 
their first since Russia’s brutal 
invasion three-and-a-half years 
ago.

The Ukraine war, which has 
killed tens of thousands of peo-
ple, has ground to a virtual stale-
mate despite a few recent Rus-
sian advances, defying Trump’s 
push to end it.

Lavrov told state TV chan-
nel Rossiya 24 that any deal to 
end the conflict must ensure 
the rights of “Russian-speaking 
people who live in Ukraine.”

His comments came as France 
and Britain were co-hosting a 
virtual meeting of about 30 of 
Kyiv’s allies known as the “co-
alition of the willing” to “keep 
them up to date on what was 
decided”, President Emmanuel 
Macron told French news chan-
nel LCI.

He added that work on setting 
the peace talks will start after 
that, hinting at Geneva as a pos-
sible location.

Macron also voiced wider 
European concern about Mos-
cow’s territorial ambitions, after 
suggestions Ukraine could be 

forced to concede parts 
of the embattled Don-
bas region still under its 
control.

On the streets of 
Kyiv, there was scep-
ticism about whether 
the latest talks can 

end the grinding conflict.
“The main problem is Putin 

himself doesn’t want it,” Anton, 
32, who works in a warehouse, 
told AFP.

“They can meet as many times 
as they want but Putin doesn’t 
need it and Donald Trump 
doesn’t really know what to do.”

But in Moscow, some people 
were more hopeful. “I hope we 
can agree on mutually beneficial 
terms,” said Vyacheslav, 23, who 

works for the govern-
ment.

He added that it 
would have been 
better if the meet-

ing between 
the presi-
dents hap-
pened “at 
the very 
b e g i n -
ning.”

Netanyahu slams Macron 
for fuelling ‘antisemitic fire’
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu upbraid-
ed President Emmanuel 

Macron in a letter seen by AFP 
Tuesday, blaming the French 
leader’s move to recognise a 
Palestinian state for fuelling 
anti-semitism.

Late last month, Macron said 
France would formally recog-
nise a Palestinian state during a 
UN meeting in September, draw-
ing a swift rebuke from Israel.

By announcing the move, 
France was set to join a growing 
list of nations to recognise state-
hood for the Palestinians since 
Israel launched a bombardment 
of Gaza nearly two years ago 

in response to Hamas’s shock 
attack.

In the letter sent to Macron, 
Netanyahu said antisemitism 

had “surged” in France follow-
ing the announcement.

“Your call for a Palestinian 
state pours fuel on this antise-
mitic fire. It is not diplomacy, 
it is appeasement. It rewards 
Hamas terror, hardens Hamas’s 
refusal to free the hostages, 
emboldens those who menace 
French Jews and encourages 
the Jew-hatred now stalking 
your streets,” Netanyahu wrote 
in the letter.

The Israeli premier went on 
to call on Macron to confront 
antisemitism in France, saying 
he must “replace weakness with 
action, appeasement with re-
solve, and to do so by a clear 
date: the Jewish New Year, Sep-
tember 23”.

Israeli troops deployed in the bordering area of the besieged Palestinian 
territory

Putin suggested 
Moscow for Zelensky 
summit: sources close 
to talks
Kyiv, Ukraine

Vladimir Putin proposed 
holding a peace summit 

with Ukraine's Volodymyr 
Zelensky in Moscow, ac-
cording to three sources fa-
miliar with a phone call be-
tween US President Donald 
Trump and Russia's leader.

The discussion between 
Trump and Putin came 
during high-stakes talks 
in Washington between 
Trump, Zelensky and sev-
eral European leaders that 
back Ukraine in its fighting 
against Russia's invasion.

"Putin mentioned Mos-
cow" during their call on 
Monday, one of the sourc-
es told AFP, adding that 
Zelensky had said "no" in 
response.

A diplomatic source close 
to the discussions said that 
European leaders had told 
Trump that Putin's proposal 
"did not seem like a good 
idea."

Indian PM to visit China
Modi will attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit

• Wang said 
China “attaches 
great importance” 
to Modi’s visit

• Indian premier 
said he was “glad 
to meet” Wang

• India raised 
concerns with Wang 
about the construction 
of a mega-dam 

AFP | New Delhi, India

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will visit China 
later in August, his security 

chief said yesterday during talks 
with Beijing’s foreign minister 
in New Delhi.

Modi will attend the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
summit opening on August 31 in 
Tianjin, his first visit to China 
since 2018, Ajit Doval said in 
public comments at the start of 
a meeting with Beijing’s Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi.

“Our prime minister will be 
visiting for the SCO summit,” 

Doval said, speaking of “new 
energy” in diplomatic ties.

Wang said China “attaches 
great importance” to Modi’s vis-
it to the SCO summit, according 
to an official translator.

“History and reality prove 
once again that a healthy and 
stable China-India relationship 
serves the fundamental and 
long-term interests of both of 
our countries,” Wang added.

The Indian premier said late 
on Tuesday he was “glad to 
meet” Wang in New Delhi.

“Since my meeting with Pres-
ident Xi (Jinping) in Kazan last 

year, India-China relations have 
made steady progress guided 
by respect for each other’s in-
terests and sensitivities,” Modi 
said in a post on social media 
platform X.

“I look forward to our next 
meeting in Tianjin on the side-
lines of the SCO Summit,” he 
said.

“Stable, predictable, construc-
tive ties between India and Chi-
na will contribute significant-
ly to regional as well as global 
peace and prosperity.”

India also raised concerns 
with Wang about the construc-

tion of a mega-dam on a river 
that runs through Tibet and In-
dia and the effect it could have 
on downstream states, Delhi’s 
foreign  ministry said in a state-
ment.

“The need for utmost trans-
parency in this regard was 
strongly underlined,” it said.

Beijing approved the project 
in December on the river -- 
known as Yarlung Tsangpo in 
Tibet and Brahmaputra in India 
-- linking it to China’s carbon 
neutrality targets and economic 
goals in the Tibet region.

Wang said during talks on 
Monday with Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar, India’s foreign min-
ister, the two countries should 
“view each other as partners 
and opportunities, rather than 
adversaries or threats”.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi shaking hands with Beijing’s Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi during a bilateral meeting in New Delhi

300-year-old violin to star 
at UK music festival

London, United Kingdom

One of the most valua-
ble violins in the world, 

crafted  three centuries ago 
and once owned by compos-
er Niccolo Paganini, is to be 
played at a top UK classical 
music festival.

The violin, known as the 
Carrodus, is one of only 
around 150 made by Giuseppe 
Guarneri del Gesu known to 
have survived down the cen-
turies, and was acquired by a 
philanthropic group for $20 
million in June.

It was crafted in 1743 in Cre-
monia, northern Italy, and will 
be played for the first time as 
part of the BBC Proms by South 
Korean violinist Inmo Yang.

The violin once owned by 
Italian virtuoso Paganini will 
be seen on August 28 at Lon-
don’s Royal Albert Hall.

“I can’t believe how lucky 
I am to have this instrument. 
This is easily one of the great-
est instruments ever made,” 
Yang, who is also making his 
debut at the Proms, told AFP.

“I feel a duty to take good 
care of the instrument and 
make a beautiful sound, so that 
people know that it’s worth 
playing these instruments 
rather than having them in a 
vault in a museum.”

The Stretton Society, a net-
work of philanthropists, pa-
trons and sponsors that has 
loaned the violin to Yang, seeks 
to acquire rare and valuable 

instruments to lend to the 
world’s leading musicians.

Guarneri was one of the 
most important violin makers 
of all time, alongside Italian 
luthier Antonio Stradivari, 
said the society’s co-founder 
Stephan Jansen.

Whereas Stradivari made 
instruments for the Church 
and the nobility, Guarneri’s vi-
olins were made for musicians, 
and they became renowned for 
their deep and sonorous tones, 
Jansen said.

“Inmo is one of the finest 
musicians of his generation,” 
Jansen told AFP.

“When he came to my house 
and I showed him the fiddle, 
it was clear from the very first 
second that this is a match,” 
he said. “Because in the end, 
it’s also about chemistry, you 
know?”

Yang will perform Pablo de 
Sarasate’s “Carmen Fantasy”, 
which he described as “a virtu-
oso piece for the violin”.

The broad palette of the vi-
olin adds the “strong, at times 
flirty character of the Carmen 
character,” said Yang.

The instrument’s sound is 
also “quite unpredictable,” he 
said, and “this kind of capri-
cious nature really gives more 
liveliness to the piece”.

“Thinking that Paganini 
used this instrument is kind 
of spiritual, and I think people 
also want to hear Paganini’s 
music played on his own vio-
lin,” Yang added.

Berlin-based South Korean violinist Inmo Yang plays the “Carrodus violin” 
in Berlin, Germany

UN slams Israel’s block on bringing tents into Gaza
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations took 
aim yesterday at Israel’s 

months-long block on bringing 
tents into the Gaza Strip, despite 
continual displacement orders 
being issued to civilians in the 
devastated territory.

Jens Laerke, spokesman for 
the UN humanitarian agency 
OCHA, said shelter items had 
been banned from entering 
Gaza for about five months -- 

a period in which more than 
700,000 people had been dis-
placed or re-displaced.

“They may have been provid-
ed with a tent, and then they 
are displaced again and they 
have no possibility of taking the 
tent with them,” he told a press 
briefing in Geneva.

He said Israel had classified 
tents as “dual use” because they 
considered tent poles could po-
tentially be used for a military 
purpose.Tents housing displaced Palestinians in Gaza City


