
8WORLD

WEDNESDAY
AUGUST, 2025

220 FILS 
ISSUE NO.10387

Russia says peace deal must ensure its ‘security’20

Google agrees to US$36m fine over Android search deals6BUSINESS

Selena Gomez: Wizards of Waverly Place changed my life 11 CELEBS

S P O R T S

Maharaj spins South 
Africa victory
Markram’s 82 and 
Maharaj’s 5-33 lead 
South Africa to 
dominant series-
opening win against 
Australia | P16

WHATSAPP
3844 4692

TWITTER
@newsofbahrain

MAIL
mail@newsofbahrain.com

WEBSITE
newsofbahrain.com

FACEBOOK
/nobmedia

LINKEDIN
newsofbahrain

INSTAGRAM
newsofbahrain_

THREADS
newsofbahrain_

R o y a l  R e f o r m s

220 fils (includes VAT)

Historic Crackdown
Sweeping decrees toughen traffic and justice laws, building on HRH CP’s push for safer roads

• His Majesty’s decrees 
seal tough penalties

• HRH Crown Prince’s 
initiative sparks reforms

• Zero tolerance 
enforced

Mahir Haneef
TDT| Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa has 
ordered sweeping new 

penalties and legal reforms in 
Bahrain, marking one of the 
most significant crackdowns on 
reckless driving and negligence 
in recent years.

HM the King’s orders came 
after recent government-level 
directives by His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, who had 
instructed on May 31st this year 
that stronger penalties be draft-
ed for reckless driving and fatal 
accidents. The royal decrees 
now bring finality to the action 
initiated earlier by HRH the 
Crown Prince, imposing stiffer 
punishments and streamlining 
justice procedures to protect 
lives and property.

Decree-Law (30) of 2025 is-
sued by His Majesty on Tues-
day amends the Traffic Law to 
impose punishments ranging 
from imprisonment to licence 

suspension and vehicle confis-
cation.

The harshest provisions ap-
ply to drivers whose negligence 
results in fatalities, with pen-
alties of two to ten years’ im-
prisonment and fines between 
BD2,000 and BD10,000, rising 
further where intoxication, pro-
fessional negligence, multiple 
casualties, or permanent disa-
bility are involved.

The decree also targets driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol or drugs, with penalties that 
include imprisonment, licence 
suspension, and vehicle confis-
cation. Reckless or unsafe driv-
ing, such as running red lights 
or overtaking dangerously, now 
carries jail terms, heavy fines, or 
licence withdrawal, with pun-
ishments increasing sharply if 
injury or damage results.

Exceeding speed limits and 
failing to slow in populated ar-
eas or near schools, hospitals, 
mosques, or pedestrian crossings 

have been placed un- d e r 
strict sanctions, ranging from 
fines and licence suspension to 
imprisonment for repeat offend-

ers. Even displaying prohibited 
signs or advertisements on ve-
hicles now attracts fines and 
potential suspension, reflecting 

the government’s zero-tol-
erance approach.

Decree-Law (31) of 2025, 
which was also issued by 
His Majesty on Tuesday, 
reinforces the crackdown 
by revising Articles 342 
and 343 of the Penal 
Code. Acts of negligence 
causing death now at-
tract long prison terms 
and heavy fines, while 
negligent acts result-
ing in bodily harm are 
also penalised. The 
provisions apply more 
severe consequences 
where aggravating 
factors exist, such as 
intoxication, occupa-
tional negligence, or 
the failure to assist 

a victim when possible. Cases 
brought under these articles will 
be heard by the High Crimi-
nal Court, with appeals before 
the Higher Criminal Court of 
Appeal.

Know the Penalties
Negligence causing death: 

2 to 10 years’ imprison-
ment, BD2,000–BD10,000 fine, 
harsher if intoxicated, profes-
sionally negligent, or multiple 
deaths.

Driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs: 
imprisonment, licence sus-
pension, possible vehicle con-
fiscation.

Reckless or unsafe driv-
ing / running red lights: im-
prisonment, 
heavy fines, 
licence sus-
pension, or 
confiscation 
of vehicles; 
tougher if in-
jury or damage 
occurs.

Exceeding 
speed limits: 
fines, jail terms, 
licence suspen-
sion, escalating 
for repeat of-
fences or acci-
dents.

I m p r o p e r 
overtaking: im-
p r i s o n m e n t  o r 
fines, stiffer penal-
ties if repeated or 

resulting in harm.
Failure to  slow near 

schools, hospitals, mosques, 
or pedestrian crossings: 
fines, licence suspension, es-
calating if injury or damage 
occurs.

Displaying prohibited 
signs or advertisements on 
vehicles: fines and potential 
licence suspension.
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Zero Tolerance
HRH Prince Salman orders crackdown on reckless motorists

• Tougher laws to 

target deadly driving

• HRH directs 

Interior Ministry

• Zero tolerance 

approach signalled

Mahir Haneef

TDT | Manama

Bahrain has signalled a 

tougher stance on danger-

ous driving, with His Roy-

al Highness Prince Salman bin 

Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 

Prince and Prime Minister, di-

recting authorities to strengthen 

legal penalties for traffic viola-

tions that lead to serious injury 

or death.
The directive, issued yester-

day, mandates the Ministry of 

Interior to draft new legislation 

aimed at curbing reckless behav-

iour on the roads.

The move reflects a growing 

commitment by the government 

to tackle what it views as a per-

sistent threat to public safety 

and social well-being.

Road safety priority

In a statement, HRH the 

Crown Prince and Prime Min-

ister stressed that traffic safety 

is not merely a regulatory issue 

but a pillar of national security.

His Royal Highness under-

scored the vital importance of 

traffic safety as a cornerstone of 

societal security and well-being, 

stressing the need to intensify 

efforts to ensure a safe and sus-

tainable traffic environment for 

all road users

The proposed laws are ex-

pected to tighten consequences 

for high-risk behaviours such as 

speeding, reckless overtaking, 

and driving under the influence.

The initiative forms part of 

a broader effort to modernise 

Bahrain’s traffic legislation and 

foster a culture of compliance 

among road users. 

Officials say the ultimate goal 

is to reduce preventable deaths 

and serious injuries, particularly 

those involving vulnerable road 

users such as pedestrians and 

cyclists.

Zero tolerance message

By targeting accidents that 

result in fatalities or major in-

juries, the proposed measures 

send a clear message of zero tol-

erance toward life-threatening 

negligence behind the wheel.

It also reinforces Bahrain’s in-

tention to align its safety stand-

ards with global best practices 

while adapting them to local 

conditions.

The new traffic safety push 

reflects Bahrain’s growing em-

phasis on preventive governance 

and community-centred public 

policy.

KNOW WHAT

Bahrain’s road traffic death 

rate fell from 21.8 per 

100,000 people in 2006 

to 5.2 in 2019. However, 

fatalities rose to 33 in 2023, 

up from 27 in 2022, while 

serious injuries increased to 

281 from 265 over the same 

period, reversing earlier 

safety gains. 

MP renews call for ‘mandatory’ 

dashcams, stiffer road penalties

Mohammed Darwish

TDT | Manama

Renewed calls for manda-

tory dashcams and stiffer 

road penalties have followed 

the deaths of a young Bahraini 

couple in a recent crash that 

also left their children injured.

MP Dr Maryam Al Dhaen said 

the collision exposed the need 

for greater discipline behind 

the wheel and the adoption of 

practical tools to help prevent 

loss of life and damage to prop-

erty.
She welcomed the direc-

tive from His Royal Highness 

Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 

Prime Minister, to prepare leg-

islation raising penalties for 

traffic offences that lead to se-

rious injury or death.

The move, she noted, signals 

an intent to create safer condi-

tions on the roads.

Dr Al Dhaen also recalled a 

proposal she filed in March urg-

ing drivers to install dashboard 

cameras.
These devices, she said, help 

encourage self-awareness, de-

ter reckless conduct and offer 

crucial evidence in the absence 

of witnesses or street cameras, 

especially in cases of disputed 

crashes or staged incidents.

The suggestion, she added, 

sits in line with broader efforts 

to improve road manners.

“There’s a shared duty to pro-

tect lives,” she said. “Together, 

preventive tools and stronger 

rules can help bring about last-

ing change.”

“There’s a shared 

duty to protect lives. 

Together, preventive 

tools and stronger 

rules can help 

bring about lasting 

change.”  

 - MP DR MARYAM AL DHAEN

Stage set for Prime Minister’s 

Journalism Award ninth edition

TDT | Manama

The Prime Minister’s Jour-

nalism Award has launched 

its ninth edition for 2025, un-

der the patronage of His Royal 

Highness Prince Salman bin 

Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 

Prince and Prime Minister.

The award highlights the 

role of Bahraini journalism as 

a vital partner in the compre-

hensive development process 

under the leadership of His 

Majesty King Hamad 

bin Isa Al Khalifa.

Through its con-

tinued contributions, 

the national press has 

supported Bahrain’s 

ongoing progress and 

played an active role 

in advancing the goals 

of Bahrain’s Economic 

Vision, earning recog-

nition for its commitment to 

public service and national 

development.

Established in 2016, the an-

nual award reflects the support 

of HRH Prince Salman for Bah-

raini journalism and its vital 

role in national development.

It encourages professional 

excellence in media and pro-

motes the press’s role in con-

structive public discourse and 

in articulating the aspirations 

of society.
The award now includes 

10 categories: Best Column 

Award, Best Investigative 

Journalism Award, Best Jour-

n a l i s t i c  I n t e r v i e w 

Award, Best Journalis-

tic Photo Award, Best 

Newspaper Niche Page 

or Supplement Award, 

Best Press Institution’s 

Website or Electronic 

Account Award, Best 

Visual Journalistic 

Content (video) Award, 

Best Infographic Re-

port Award, Best University 

Student Journalism Project 

Award, and 2024 Journalism 

Personality Award.

Education Ministry 

releases online 

final results for 

grades 1 to 8
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Educa-

tion has announced the 

release of final results for 

students in grades 1 to 8 for 

the 2024 - 2025 academic 

year.  
Students and parents can 

access the results through 

the Education Portal, the 

student mobile app (eduSiS.

BH), and the student web-

site (sis.moe.gov.bh).

The ministry also opened 

the window for submitting 

grade review requests for 

central final exams of the 

second semester.

This applies to students 

in grades 3 and 6 of primary 

school, and grades 1 and 2 of 

intermediate school.

Requests may be submit-

ted at the student’s regis-

tered school during official 

working hours, starting 

today, until 12pm tomor-

row, in accordance with ap-

proved procedures.

Bahrain to hold 

global forum on 

alternative 

sanctions
TDT | Manama

His Excellency General 

Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-

dullah Al Khalifa, Minister 

of Interior, will open the 

First International Confer-

ence on Alternative Sanc-

tions next Tuesday.

The event is organised by 

the Ministry of Interior.

It will bring together a 

wide range of speakers, ex-

perts, and specialists in the 

fields of restorative justice, 

criminal justice, and human 

rights, from Bahrain and 

abroad.
Aimed at decision makers, 

practitioners, and research-

ers in the field of inmate 

rehabilitation and reform 

worldwide, the conference 

supports the Ministry’s ef-

forts to promote modern 

criminal justice policies in 

line with the principles of 

humane justice and com-

munity security.

The event will feature a 

series of panel discussions.

HM King’s Reforms Boost Energy, Disability, Transport
His Majesty’s decrees expand energy, disability services and GCC transport

• Gas production 
deal sealed

• Disability committee 
restructured

• GCC land law ratified

Mahir Haneef
TDT| Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa has issued a 

set of royal decrees that broad-
en Bahrain’s economic, social, 
and regional partnerships, un-
derscoring a forward-looking 
national agenda.

Energy partnership sealed
Decree-Law (33) of 2025 ap-

proves the Production Shar-
ing Agreement for the Jaubah 
and Pre-Tawil gas assets in the 

Bahrain Field. The agreement, 
signed on August 6 between the 
Government of Bahrain, BAPCO 
Energies, and EOG Resources, 
marks a major step in boosting 
domestic output and energy se-
curity.

Disability governance 
revamped

Decree-Law (34) of 2025 
restructures oversight of disa-
bility care, rehabilitation, and 

employment. It establishes a 
Cabinet-appointed Committee 
under the Ministry of Social 
Development, chaired by the 
minister and including senior 
representatives from govern-
ment and civil society. The new 
committee will draft internal 
regulations to manage its work 
and ensure a coordinated ap-
proach to services for persons 
with disabilities.

Regional integration
Decree-Law (35) of 2025 rat-

ifies the Unified GCC Law on 
International Land Transport. 
It designates a competent na-
tional authority, sets Bahrain’s 
exchange rate at one dinar = 
ten Saudi riyals for application 
purposes, and defines proce-
dures for handling complaints 
and appeals.

Together, the decrees high-
light Bahrain’s twin drive for 

economic diversification and 
stronger regional partnerships, 
while also advancing inclusion 
and social development at home.

At a Glance
Gas Production Deal

Decree-Law (33) approves 
the Production Sharing Agree-
ment for Jaubah and Pre-Tawil 
gas assets, signed with BAPCO 
Energies and EOG Resources.

Disability Committee Revamp

Decree-Law (34) creates a 
Cabinet-appointed Committee 
under the Ministry of Social 
Development to oversee reha-
bilitation and employment of 
persons with disabilities.

GCC Transport Law

Decree-Law (35) ratifies the 
Unified GCC Law on Interna-
tional Land Transport, fixing 
1 dinar = 10 Saudi riyals for 
implementation and setting 
complaint procedures.

KNOW WHAT

Bahrain is among the 
first GCC states to ratify 
the Unified Law on Inter-
national Land Transport, 

aimed at harmonising 
cross-border freight and 

passenger movement 
across the region.

Gulf funds keep 
Bahrain FDI 
above BD17bln
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Foreign direct invest-
ment stocks in Bahrain 

reached BD17.068 billion in 
the first quarter of 2025, 
a shade lower than the 
BD17.101 billion recorded 
in the same period a year 
earlier, according to newly 
released data.

The total is equal to 
around $45.3 billion.

Gulf states remain the 
largest source of invest-
ment, with BD12.05 billion 
channelled into Bahrain 
during the quarter.

Asian countries came 
next with BD1.78 billion, 
followed by other Arab 
countries at BD1.38 billion 
and the Americas at BD969 
million.

VAT evasion case 
for businessman
TDT | Manama

A businessman will stand 
trial at the First High 

Criminal Court accused of 
evading value-added tax 
amounting to BD65,000.

The National Bureau for 
Revenue lodged the com-
plaint, saying the company 
owner had registered for 
VAT, collected the tax from 
customers and filed returns, 
but failed to pass on the 
money.

Monitoring work by the 
bureau confirmed the com-
pany had withheld the pay-
ments in breach of the law.

The Public Prosecution 
opened an inquiry and is-
sued a travel ban while the 
case was examined.

HRH Prince SalmanHM the King


