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For decades, the tax 
code has allowed big 

corporations to avoid 
paying their fair share 
in this country. Not any-
more under the Inflation 
Reduction Act.

@VP

Today, on #World-
HumanitarianDay, 

I salute my @WHO & @
UN colleagues, as well as 
partners & all aid work-
ers worldwide, who are 
working tirelessly under 
the most difficult cir-
cumstances to provide 
support & care. You have 
my deep admiration. #It-
TakesAVillage to help 
people in need.

@DrTedros

#TeamEurope is the 
largest donor of hu-

manitarian aid in the 
world. For 30 years, EU 
aid workers have helped 
alleviate the suffering of 
millions. They brought 
food when it was scarce. 
They brought hope when 
it was dim. I’m proud of 
each of them. #WorldHu-
manitarianDay

@vonderleyen

It is very emotional for 
me to see grain being 

loaded again on ship in 
Odesa. This ship also car-
ries hope for the world’s 
most vulnerable people 
and countries. #World-
HumanitarianDay

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Brazil’s Bolsonaro gets in spat with heckler
AFP | Sao Paulo

Brazilian President Jair Bol-
sonaro got into an alterca-

tion Thursday with a social me-
dia personality who questioned 
and insulted him, grabbing the 
man by the shirt and arm after 
he called the leader a “bum..

Video of the incident out-
side the presidential residence 
shows Bolsonaro clutching the 
heckler in an apparent attempt 

to grab his cell phone as the 
man filmed himself criticizing 
the far-right leader.

News site G1, which pub-
lished the video, identified the 
man as Wilker Leao, a self-de-
scribed lawyer, army corporal, 
politics junkie and military en-
thusiast with 127,000 followers 
on TikTok.

The incident happened 
outside the Alvorada Palace 
in Brasilia as a grinning Bol-
sonaro, looking casual in an 
untucked, short-sleeve blue 
shirt, greeted supporters who 
crowded around his waiting 
motorcade to take pictures with  
him.

Filming with his phone, Leao 
approached the president and 
asked why he had entered 
an alliance with a corrup-
tion-stained group of parties 
known as the “Centrao” and 
signed legislation restricting 
plea bargains, often used in an-
ti-graft investigations.

An unidentified person 
pulled Leao away and threw 
him to the ground. Undeterred, 
Leao approached again, calling 
the president -- who had gotten 
in his car -- a “coward,” “bum” 
and “the Centrao’s sweetheart.”

Bolsonaro then exited the car 
and appeared to make a grab at 
Leao’s phone.

North Korea dismisses Seoul’s 
aid offer as ‘foolish’ repeat

North Korea tells South Korean president to ‘shut his mouth’ after offer of economic aid for denuclearisation 

• Kim Jo Yong, the 
powerful sister of the 
North Korean leader 
says the country will not 
‘barter’ away its ‘honour’

Reuters | Seoul

The sister of North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un said her 

country will never accept South 
Korean President Yoon Suk Ye-
ol’s “foolish” offer of economic 
benefits in exchange for denu-
clearisation steps, accusing Seoul 
of recycling proposals Pyongyang 
already rejected.

In a commentary published by 
state media yesterday, Kim Yo 
Jong stressed that her country 
has no intentions to give away 
its nuclear weapons and ballistic 
missiles program for economic 
cooperation, saying “no one bar-
ters its destiny for corn cake.”

She questioned the sincerity of 
South Korea’s calls for improved 
bilateral relations while it contin-
ues its combined military exer-
cises with the United States and 
fails to stop civilian activists from 
flying anti-Pyongyang propagan-
da leaflets and other “dirty waste” 
across their border.

She also ridiculed South Ko-
rea’s military capabilities, saying 
the South misread the launch site 
of the North’s latest missile tests 
on Wednesday, hours before Yoon 
used a news conference to urge 
Pyongyang to return to diploma-
cy.

“It would have been more fa-
vorable for his image to shut his 
mouth, rather than talking non-
sense as he had nothing better to 
say,” she said about Yoon.

South Korea’s Unification Min-
istry, which handles inter-Ko-
rean affairs, expressed “strong 
regret” over Kim Yo Jong’s com-
ments, and Yoon’s office called 
for Pyongyang to show “self-re-
straint” and “think deeply” about 
Seoul’s offer.

“This attitude from North Ko-
rea will not only threaten peace 
on the Korean Peninsula but 
result in further difficulties for 
the North by worsening its inter-
national isolation and economic 
situation,” Lee Hyo-jung, a Uni-
fication Ministry spokesperson, 
said during a briefing.

Kim Yo Jong last week had 
threatened “deadly” retaliation 
against the South over the COV-
ID-19 outbreak in the North, 
which it dubiously claims was 
caused by leaflets and other 
objects dropped from balloons 
launched by southern activists.

Yoon during a nationally tel-
evised speech on Monday pro-
posed an “audacious” economic 
assistance package to North Ko-
rea if it takes steps to abandon 
its nuclear weapons and ballistic 
missiles program. The offers of 
large-scale aid in food and health 
care and modernizing electricity 
generation systems and seaports 
and airports weren’t meaningfully 
different from previous South 
Korean proposals rejected by the 
North, which is speeding the de-

velopment of an arsenal Kim Jong 
Un sees as his strongest guarantee 
of survival.

Kim Yo Jong, one of the most 
powerful officials in her broth-
er’s government who oversees 
inter-Korean affairs, said Yoon 
displayed the “height of absurd-
ity” with his offer, saying it was 
realistic as creating “mulberry 
fields in the dark blue ocean.”

She said South Korea’s words 
and actions would only incite 
“surging hatred and wrath” 
from North Koreans and insist-
ed Pyongyang has no immediate 
plans to revive long-stalled diplo-
macy with Seoul. “It is our earnest 
desire to live without awareness 
of each other,” she said.

Inter-Korean ties have wors-
ened amid a stalemate in larger 
nuclear negotiations between 
North Korea and the US that de-
railed in 2019 because of disa-
greements over a relaxation of 
crippling US-led sanctions on the 
North in exchange for disarma-
ment steps.

There are concerns that Kim 
Yo Jong’s threats last week over 
the leafletting portends a prov-
ocation, of which the possibil-

ities may include a nuclear or 
missile test or even border skir-
mishes. The United States and 
South Korea kick off their biggest 
combined training in years next 
week to counter the North Ko-
rean threat. The North describes 
such drills as invasion rehearsals 
and has often responded to them 
with missile tests or other prov-
ocations.

During Wednesday’s news con-
ference, Yoon expressed hope for 
meaningful dialogue with the 
North over his aid-for-disarma-
ment proposal. Maintaining a 
reserved tone, Yoon said his gov-
ernment has no plans to pursue 
its own nuclear deterrent and 
doesn’t desire political change 
in Pyongyang that’s brought by 
force.

Finnish PM takes 
drugs test after party 
video causes stir

Reuters | Helsinki

Finnish Prime Minis-
ter Sanna Marin said 

yesterday she had taken 
a drugs test following the 
publication of video footage 
this week that showed her 
partying with friends, and 
vowed she had never used 
illegal drugs.

Marin, 36, also said her 
ability to perform her of-
ficial duties had remained 
unimpaired on the Satur-
day night in question and 
that she would have left the 
party had she been required 
to work.

Video clips of Marin 
partying with well-known 
Finnish influencers and 
artists began circulating in 
social media this week and 
they were soon published 
by several media outlets in 
Finland and abroad.  

“In recent days, there 
have been quite grave pub-
lic accusations that I was in 
a space where drugs were 
used, or that I myself used 
drugs,” Marin told a news 
conference.

“I consider these accusa-
tions to be very serious and, 
though I consider the de-
mand for a drug test unjust, 
for my own legal protection 
and to clear up any doubts, 
I have taken a drug test to-
day, the results of which 
will come in about a week.”

News in brief 
 u A new 
poll ahead 
of Brazil’s 

presidential election in October shows 
former president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
maintaining a significant lead over Jair 
Bolsonaro, but the right-wing incumbent 
is gaining ground. Forty-seven percent of 
those surveyed by the Datafolha consulting 
firm said they intended to vote for Lula, the 
76-year-old leftist leader, in the first round 
election on October 2, the same result as 

last month’s poll. That represents a 15-point lead over the far-right Bolsonaro 
(32 percent), which is slightly narrower than the 18-point gap last month, but a 
significant jump over the 21-point spread in May.

 u New 
Zealand 
police are 
investigating the suspected murder of 
two children whose remains were found 
in suitcases bought at an online auction 
for an unclaimed locker last week. Police 
launched a homicide inquiry in Auckland 
last week after the remains were found by 
a family going through the contents of a 
storage locker they had purchased unseen. 
The two children were aged between 5 and 10 years and had been dead for some 
time, police said in a statement on Thursday. The suitcases had been in storage 
for some time, they added, without providing details.

 u A 
Shanghai court 
said yesterday 

that it had sentenced Chinese-Canadian 
billionaire Xiao Jianhua to 13 years in 
prison and fined his Tomorrow Holding 
conglomerate 55.03 billion yuan ($8.09 
billion). The Shanghai First Intermediate 
Court said that Xiao and Tomorrow had 
“severely violated financial management 
order” and “hurt state financial security”.

 u Three 
men have been 
indicted in 
connection with the 2018 killing of 
notorious Boston gangster James 
“Whitey” Bulger, who was beaten 
to death in a West Virginia prison, 
federal prosecutors said. Fotios 
“Freddy” Geas, 55, Paul “Pauly” 
DeCologero, 48, and Sean McKinnon, 
36, were charged on Wednesday 
with conspiracy to commit first degree murder by the US Attorney’s Office for 
the Northern District of West Virginia, according to a statement. The three were 
imprisoned at Hazelton prison in Bruceton Mills, West Virginia, where the 89-year-
old Bulger was also serving out his life sentence for a string of brutal crimes.

Lula keeps big lead over Bolsonaro 
in new Brazil presidential poll

China court sentences Chinese-Canadian 
billionaire Xiao to 13 years in prison

Bodies of two children found in suitcases 
bought at auction in New Zealand

3 charged in prison death of notorious 
Boston mobster Whitey Bulger

Myanmar junta chief says military open 
to negotiations with Suu Kyi after her trial 
Reuters | Bangkok

Myanmar’s military chief 
said yesterday the junta 

is open to negotiations with 
ousted leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi to end the crisis sparked 
by its coup after her tri-
als in a junta-run court have  
concluded.

Suu Kyi, 77, has been detained 
since the generals toppled her 
government in a coup on Feb-

ruary 1 last year and plunged 
the Southeast Asian nation into 
chaos.

She has been jailed for 17 
years for a clutch of charges 
and faces decades more in 
prison if convicted on a raft of 
other charges she is battling in 

a closed junta court.
“After the legal processes 

against her according to the 
law are finished we are going to 
consider (negotiations) based 
on her response,” junta chief 
Min Aung Hlaing said in a state-
ment.

Protesters walk through a market with posters of ousted Myanmar leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi at Kamayut township in Yangon

Kim Yo Jong, sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, delivers a speech during 
the national meeting against the coronavirus, in Pyongyang

US judge says he leans toward releasing 
some evidence for Trump search
Reuters | West Palm Beach

A US judge said he is leaning 
toward releasing some of 

the evidence presented by the US 
Justice Department to justify its 
search of Donald Trump’s Florida 
home last week, in a case pitting 
news organizations against feder-
al prosecutors.

Despite objections by the Jus-

tice Department, US Magistrate 
Judge Bruce Reinhart said he 
believes “there are portions of 
the affidavit that could be un-
sealed,” referring to the sworn 
statement laying out the evidence 
for why there was probable cause 
to search Trump’s Mar-a-Lago 
resort.

He ordered the Justice Depart-
ment to file a redacted version of 
the affidavit under seal by noon 
next Thursday, but said prosecu-
tors will be given the opportunity 
to appeal if they don’t agree with 
his proposed version.

Reinhart’s order seemed to 
mark a victory for news outlets, 
who appeared in federal court in 
West Palm Beach on Thursday to 
persuade the judge that the public 
interest in the affidavit outweighs 
the benefits of keeping it sealed.

The search marked a signifi-
cant escalation in one of the many 
federal and state investigations 
Trump is facing from his time in 
office and in private business. The 
Republican former president has 
suggested he might run for the 
White House again in 2024, but 
has not made any commitment.

A vehicle with flags in support of Donald Trump drives outside of the Paul G. Rogers 
Federal Courthouse

A vidoegrab shows Jair Bolsonaro trying to snatch the heckler’s phone

Kim Yo Jong last 
week had threatened 
“deadly” retaliation 

against the South over 
the COVID-19 outbreak 
in the North, which it 
dubiously claims was 

caused by leaflets and 
other objects dropped 

from balloons launched 
by southern activists

KNOW WHAT

After the legal processes 
against her according 
to the law are finished 

we are going to consider 
(negotiations) based on 

her response
JUNTA CHIEF MIN AUNG HLAING

Xi, Putin to attend G20 summit in 
Indonesia’s Bali this November
Reuters | Jakarta

Chinese and Russian leaders 
Xi Jinping and Vladimir 

Putin will attend the G20 sum-
mit on the resort island of Bali 
this November, a longtime ad-
viser to the Indonesian presi-
dent said yesterday.

Andi Widjajanto, former cab-
inet secretary and unofficial ad-
viser to President Joko Wido-
do, who is popularly known as 
Jokowi, told Reuters the two 
leaders would join the summit.

“Jokowi told me that Xi and 
Putin are both planning to at-
tend in Bali,” Widjajanto, who 
heads the National Resilience 
Institute, told Reuters.

On Thursday, Jokowi told 
Bloomberg News that both 
leaders had given him their 
assurances. Indonesian presi-
dential officials did not respond 
to requests for confirmation of 

the report.
The Chinese foreign ministry 

did not immediately respond 
to a Reuters request for com-
ment. A Kremlin spokesper-
son declined to comment to 
Bloomberg, but another offi-
cial familiar with the situation 

told the news agency Putin 
plans to attend the meeting in  
person.

The trip would be significant 
given it would be Xi’s first time 
outside China since January 
2020, when he visited Myan-
mar.

Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with Chinese President Xi Jinping in 
Beijing (file photo)

It would have been more 
favourable for his image 
to shut his mouth, rather 
than talking nonsense as 
he had nothing better to 

say
KIM YO JONG

Bolsonaro has had 
earlier confrontations, 
often with the press. 

In 2020, he told a 
journalist, “I want 
to punch you in the 
mouth” and once 

suggested he’d like 
to shoot supporters 

of the rival Workers’ 
Party

KNOW WHAT

Judge Reinhart’s order 
seemed to mark a vic-
tory for news outlets, 
who appeared in fed-

eral court in West Palm 
Beach to persuade the 
judge that the public 

interest in the affidavit 
outweighs the benefits 

of keeping it sealed

KNOW WHAT

Prime Minister of Finland Sanna 
Marin holds a news conference 

1597 1619 1741 1993
1st Dutch East India 
Company ships return 
from the Far East

1st known African Americans in English 
North America (approx. 20) land at Point 
Comfort (Fort Monroe), Virginia. They 
are then sold or traded into servitude

Alaska first sighted by Danish 
explorer Vitus Bering at head 
of Russian expedition

Oslo Peace Accords signed, after 
secret negotiations in Norway, fol-
lowed by a public ceremony in Wash-
ington, D.C. the following month

Huge complex of 500 standing stones found in Spain
Reuters | Madrid

A huge megalithic complex 
of more than 500 standing 

stones has been discovered in 
southern Spain which could be 
one of the largest in Europe, ar-
chaeologists told AFP Thursday.

The stones were discovered 
on a plot of land in Huelva, 
a province which flanks the 
southernmost part of Spain’s 
border with Portugal, near the 
Guadiana River.

Spanning some 600 hectares 
(1,500 acres), the land had been 
earmarked for an avocado pla-
nation.

But before granting the per-
mit, the regional authorities 
requested a survey in light of 
the site’s possible archaeologi-
cal significance -- and revealed 
the presence of the stones.

“This is the biggest and most 
diverse collection of standing 
stones grouped together in the 
Iberian peninsula,” said Jose 
Antonio Linares, a researcher 
at Huelva University and one 
of the project’s three directors.

It is likely that the oldest 
standing stones at the La Torre-

La Janera site were erected 
during the second half of the 
sixth or fifth millennium BC, 
he said.

“It is a major megalithic site 
in Europe,” he said.

At the site, they found a large 
number of various types of 
megaliths, including standing 
stones, dolmens, mounds, cof-
fin-like stone boxes called cists 
and various enclosures.

“Standing stones were the 
most common finding, with 526 
of them still standing or lying on 
the ground,” said the research-
ers in an article published in 
Trabajos de Prehistoria, a pre-
historic archaeology journal in 
the Iberian Peninsula.

Side view of a menhir and stone platform at La Torre-La Janera megalithic site 
near Huelva

This is the biggest and 
most diverse collection 

of standing stones 
grouped together in the 

Iberian peninsula
JOSE ANTONIO LINARES, A RESEARCHER AT 

HUELVA UNIVERSITY
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+617,377

+1,244 

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

812,397 +97 9,273 +1 799,354 3,770

UAE 1,007,742 +703 2,341 +1 986,102 19,299

Kuwait 118,531 +813 721 +7 109,916 7,894

Oman 397,231 4,260 384,669 8,302

Qatar 421,532 681 415,462 5,389

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 95,065,403 1,064,207

2 India 44,298,864 527,206

3 France 34,299,686 153,427

4 Brazil 34,223,207 682,074

5 Germany 31,725,160 146,214

6 UK 23,460,787 187,018

7 S. Korea 21,861,296 25,813

8 Italy 21,581,917 174,447

9 Russia 19,000,055 383,362

10 Turkey 16,671,848 100,400

11 Japan 16,161,801 35,955

12 Spain 13,306,301 111,906

13 Vietnam 11,376,571 43,103

14 Australia 9,870,724 13,155
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