
TO DENY PEOPLE THEIR HUMAN 
RIGHTS IS TO CHALLENGE THEIR 
VERY HUMANITY. 
NELSON MANDELA
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A thread 
of Bahrain 
in Michael 

Jackson’s 
wardrobe

A modest tailor shop ‘Babu Choice’ in Bab al 
Bahrain has a story to tell. It was here Babu, 
a local tailor and owner of the shop, created 

more than 80 suits worth BD100,000 for 
‘King of Pop’ Michael Jackson during the 

music legend’s sojourn in Bahrain. Michael 
Jackson had visited the Land of Pearls for 

the very first time in 2002 alongside his 
brother Jermaine Jackson Babu

Najd Al Taher

Grazia | Kuwait City

If you’ve experienced even a slight, fleeting inter-
est in the burgeoning Middle Eastern art scene, 
chances are you’ve already come across Najd 

Al Taher. Her work is distinguished by the eerily 
paradoxical; sometimes with jarring balaclavas in 
peony-pink tones, and other times, abaya-clad ladies 
ironically lit by fluorescent LED lights. With an affin-
ity for “mixing things up and challenging [herself ]”, 
she’ll juxtapose preciously manicured nails against 
imagery of struggle and aggression and vibrant florals 
with urban cemented roadsides.

“What could this also be?” Najd Al Taher says, 
“That’s the unrelenting question in the back of my 
head in any space. What inspires me most is the archi-
tecture of a space, the lines, and the concrete blocks.” 
Fitting, then, that the visual artist, videographer and 
stylist is found fully immersed in the varying dust-
tinged concrete tones of the Kuwaiti metropolis, her 
home city, in her latest campaign with PUMA.

You heard us. While Najd has been deftly tight-rop-
ing the fine line between striking and unnerving for 
years, the two-time Crossway Foundation award-win-
ning counterculturist has just partnered with athlei-
sure virtuosos, PUMA, on a conceptual youth collec-
tive aptly named ‘Suede Guerrillas’.

At the tender age of 24, Kuwaiti visual artist, Najd 
AlTaher is gathering pace as an influencer of a 

different kind

Shaking up 
the region’s 

art scene


