
Israel, Hezbollah agree ceasefire 
as US-Iran deal under strain

Lebanon fighting delays planned Iran-US negotiations in Switzerland

• Lebanon clashes 
killed dozens

• Hormuz shipping 
begins recovering

AFP | Washington

Israel and Hezbollah agreed 
a ceasefire yesterday, a US 
official said, after deadly ex-

changes between the two sides 
in Lebanon put a deal to end the 
Middle East war under strain, 
less than two days after it was 
signed.

Talks that were scheduled to 
take place between the US and 
Iran in Switzerland yesterday 
to build on the deal and work 
towards a lasting settlement were 
postponed amid the fighting, 
with no new date announced.

Iran’s chief negotiator said 
Tehran would not compro-
mise on its stated positions and 
warned that its forces remained 
ready to act, even as shipping ap-
peared to pick up in the Strait of 
Hormuz, which had essentially 
been closed during the war.

The deal signed this week by 
President Donald Trump and 
his Iranian counterpart Masoud 
Pezeshkian aims to end a war that 
began on February 28 with US-Is-
raeli strikes that killed supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

The agreement was also meant 
to halt the fighting in Lebanon, 
a condition Iran had insisted 
upon, turning Israel’s ongoing 
campaign there into a source of 

frustration for Washington.
Israel’s military said yesterday 

that it had struck more than 80 
Hezbollah targets in Lebanon 
and killed dozens of members of 
the Iran-backed group.

‘Permanent war’
Lebanon said 47 people were 

killed and 97 others wounded in 
Israeli strikes on Lebanon yes-
terday.  Israel’s military reported 
four troops were killed.  

But a US official said a truce 
between Israel and Hezbollah, 
beginning immediately, had been 
brokered by US and Qatari medi-
ators following talks with Israel 
and Iran. A Gulf diplomat con-
firmed the ceasefire.

Yet even after the truce was an-

nounced, Lebanese state media 
reported an Israeli airstrike on 
the country’s south in the Jezzine 
region.

A previous truce agreed in 
April, however, did nothing to 
stop attacks by either side, and 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu had said just hours ear-
lier that the Israeli army would 
stay in Lebanon “as long as nec-
essary” and would make Iran-
backed Hezbollah pay a “heavy 
price” for its attacks.

Far-right Israeli National Se-
curity Minister Itamar Ben Gvir 
went even further, saying after 
the soldiers’ deaths that “all of 
Lebanon must burn”.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi accused Israel of 
only being interested in “perma-
nent war”.

 ‘Two spoilers’ 
Preparations had been made to 

host Iranian and US delegations 
led by Tehran’s top negotiator 
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf and 
US Vice President JD Vance at 
the Swiss resort of Burgenstock, 
overlooking Lake Lucerne.

The talks were due to kick off 
a two-month period of negotia-
tions to discuss outstanding is-

sues not covered by the initial 
deal, notably Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme.

Switzerland’s foreign ministry 
confirmed the discussions had 
been postponed but said it “re-
mains ready to facilitate these 
talks”.

Quoting diplomats, the Finan-
cial Times said Israel’s strikes on 
Lebanon had led to the postpone-
ment but there was no immediate 
confirmation.

Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman, Esmaeil Baqaei, said 
there was “no urgency to hold the 
meeting” but that it was planned 
“in the coming days”

 ‘Crushing response’ 
Ghalibaf said yesterday that 

any further negotiations with 

the United States would remain 
subject to Tehran’s stated limits.

“If the enemy seeks to be ex-
cessive, we have proven that our 
fingers are on the trigger and we 
have no hesitation in giving a 
crushing response to the enemy,” 
he said in remarks published by 
the official IRNA news agency.

Vance, meanwhile, has ex-
pressed a degree of exasperation 
with the Israeli government rare 
for a top US official, telling the 
New York Times “you can’t just 
kill your way out of solving every 
single national security problem 
that you have”.

Iran’s new supreme leader 
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, 
who succeeded his father, said 
Thursday that he had approved 
the accord with the US, despite 
holding a “different view”.

A key aspect of the deal was 
the immediate re-opening of the 
Strait of Hormuz, the key ship-
ping bottleneck whose closure 
caused global energy prices to 
rise. 

A total of 25 commercial ves-
sels crossed the newly-reopened 
strait on Thursday, the highest 
number since mid-April, accord-
ing to data from maritime track-
ing firm AXSMarine published 
yesterday.

A fifth of the world’s oil and liq-
uefied natural gas exports passed 
through the strait in peacetime, 
according to economists.

American forces on Thursday 
lifted their parallel naval block-
ade of Iranian ports, the US mil-
itary said, noting that American 
warships “will remain in the gen-
eral area”.

Gaza ceasefire a ‘deadly 
illusion’, says  UNICEF
UNICEF says children continue to die despite an announced ceasefire

• Israel continues 
launching regular 
military strikes

• Nearly 1,000 
Palestinians dead

AFP | Geneva

The ceasefire declared in 
Gaza more than eight 
months ago is a “deadly 

illusion”, the UN charged yes-
terday, with 265 children killed 
there since the fighting was sup-
posed to have stopped.

Despite a ceasefire being de-
clared in October 2025, Israel 
has continued to launch strikes 
across Gaza, killing at least 992 
Palestinians since then, accord-
ing to the occupied territory’s 
health ministry, whose figures 
are considered reliable by the 
United Nations.

The UN children’s agency said 
the number of Palestinian chil-
dren killed since the ceasefire 
was announced between Israel 

and Hamas, which runs Gaza, 
was an “absurd and devastating 
figure”.

“During a period supposedly 
defined by restraint and pro-
tection, a child has been killed, 
on average, every single day 
for more than eight months,” 
UNICEF spokesman James Elder 
told reporters in Geneva, speak-
ing from Amman.

“For many, many months, the 

world has been told there is a 
ceasefire in Gaza. Yet for Pal-
estinian children, this so-called 
ceasefire has become a cruel and 
a deadly illusion.”

Elder stressed that the chil-
dren killed since the ceasefire 
was declared “were not killed in 
a war zone”.

“They were killed in their 
homes. In their schools. Playing 
football. Fishing. They were shot, 

bombed struck by quadcopters,” 
he said.

“If a child is being killed every 
day, surely the debate is no longer 
about the quality of the ceasefire. 
It is about the credibility of call-
ing it one.”

This week, he pointed out, “a 
two-year-old boy was shot and 
killed by Israeli forces; a 13-year-
old boy was shot and killed inside 
his tent; a five-year-old boy and 
his father were killed by an Israe-
li strike, and on and on it goes”.

In addition to those killed, 
more than 400 children had 
been injured since the ceasefire 
was declared, “many with cat-
astrophic wounds”, Elder said.
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25
commercial vessels 
crossed the newly-
reopened Strait of 

Hormuz on Thursday, 
marking the highest traffic 

volume recorded since 
mid-April

265
children have been killed 

in Gaza since the ceasefire 
declaration more than 

eight months ago

US Vice President JD 
Vance delivered a rare 
public rebuke of Israel, 

telling the New York 
Times that a nation 
“can’t just kill your 
way out of solving 

every single national 
security problem” — a 

notable break from 
Washington’s typical 

public deference to its 
closest Middle East ally
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Congratulations,  @
AndyBurnhamGM , 

Labour’s new MP for Mak-
erfield. Voters chose La-
bour’s campaign of hope 
and optimism over divi-
sion and hate.

@Keir_Starmer

Conflict and shocks are 
forcing families to 

decide who eats and who 
goes hungry. Our latest 
joint report with @FAO 
warns of worsening hun-
ger across 13 hotspots in 
the coming months. We 
have a narrow window 
before more people are 
pushed to starvation.

@WFPChief

In Addis, I met leaders 
from Ethiopia’s private 

sector across banking, 
fintech, telecommunica-
tions, health and educa-
tion. Breaking cycles of 
aid dependency requires 
more than humanitarian 
assistance. It requires jobs, 
investment, innovation 
and partnership. The pri-
vate sector has a critical 
role to play..

@BarhamSalih

As conflicts escalate 
across the globe, a 

shocking number of girls 
& boys fall victim to sexu-
al violence. Children must 
never be targets in war. 
Protecting them is a legal 
& moral imperative for 
every combatant & every 
country.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
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editorial stances)
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Burnham vows ‘new path’ for UK 
as he eyes bid to oust PM Starmer
AFP | London

Veteran UK Labour politi-
cian Andy Burnham won 

a crunch by-election yesterday, 
resoundingly securing a par-
liamentary seat and clearing 
the way for his expected bid to 
oust beleaguered Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer.

Burnham, a former govern-
ment minister who has been 
Greater Manchester mayor 
since 2017, ensured his return to 
parliament by easily beating the 
far-right Reform UK party’s can-
didate in the Makerfield con-
stituency in northwest England.

The 56-year-old longtime fig-
ure in centre-left Labour wants 
to replace Starmer as party 
leader and prime minister, and 
needed to win the high-stakes 
vote to be in a position to trigger 
such a contest.

“We’ve been on path for 40 
years that simply hasn’t worked 
for people and places in this 
part of the world,” Burnham 
told cheering crowds yesterday.

“This is the change moment, 
we have an opportunity to turn 
the tide,” he said, adding: “We’re 
going to lay out a new path for 
Britain.”

If Starmer does leave office 
this year, then Britain will get 
its seventh prime minister in 
10 years.

“I do say to my own party, 
this is a final chance to change,” 
Burnham had said in his accept-
ance speech after securing near-
ly 55 percent of the vote, beat-

ing Reform’s Robert Kenyon by 
more than 9,000 ballots.

Starmer, congratulated Burn-
ham on X, but again pledged to 
fight any leadership challenge 
during a public appearance in 
London yesterday morning.

“If there is a contest then yes 
I will run, I will stand. I’ve said 
repeatedly, I’m not going to 
walk away from that,” he told 
reporters.

The 63-year-old ex-lawyer 
has repeatedly refused to quit 
despite dozens of calls from his 
own MPs and several ministerial 
resignations, insisting that his 
landslide election victory over 
the Conservatives in July 2024 
gave him a five-year mandate 
to govern.

‘Transition’
Attention now turns to when 

Burnham could make his move 
against Starmer. So what hap-
pens next?

All eyes will be on wheth-
er Starmer can maintain the 
support of his cabinet. If senior 
ministers begin to tell him it is 
time to go or resign themselves, 
it would make his position in-
creasingly untenable.

Burnham is due to be sworn 
in as a member of parliament 
on Monday. Under Labour par-
ty rules, leadership candidates 
must be an MP.

From the so-called soft-left 
wing of the party, Burnham 
has been an outspoken crit-
ic of Starmer’s more centrist 
rule. He will easily muster 
the support of 81 of Labour’s 
400-plus MPs -- the mini-
mum needed to kickstart a  
contest.

South Korea 
ex-minister 
jailed on charges 
linked to martial 
law fiasco
AFP | Seoul

A Seoul court sentenced a 
former defence minis-

ter yesterday to three years 
in prison on charges related 
to ex-president Yoon Suk 
Yeol’s brief but catastrophic 
declaration of martial law in 
2024, an official said.

Ex-minister Kim Yong-
hyun was charged with re-
vealing classified military 
information to a civilian for 
the purposes of creating a 
special team to investigate 
unverified election fraud 
claims by Yoon.

The ex-president cit-
ed electoral wrongdoing 
as one reason for his De-
cember 2024 martial law 
declaration, which lasted 
only about six hours as 
lawmakers raced to the as-
sembly building and voted 
it down in an emergency  
session.

Yoon has since been con-
victed of leading an insur-
rection, and is in detention 
while appealing a life sen-
tence.

Kim, for his part, was ac-
cused of wrongfully reveal-
ing the identities of intel-
ligence officers who were 
to be part of a special team 
to investigate Yoon’s vote 
cheating allegations.

Russian 
strikes on 
Ukraine 
kill three, 
including 
child: Kyiv
AFP | Moscow

Russia renewed its 
strikes on Ukraine 

yesterday, killing three 
people including an 
e i g h t-ye a r- o l d  g i r l , 
Ukrainian officials said.

The strikes come a day 
after Ukraine launched 
its biggest-ever drone at-
tack on Moscow, killing a 
different eight-year-old 
girl and sparking an in-
ferno at a major oil refin-
ery, according to Russian 
officials.

The Kremlin said yes-
terday it would “contin-
ue” striking Ukraine fol-
lowing that attack.

Both sides have es-
calated attacks on each 
other in recent weeks, 
as US-led talks on ending 
the more than four-year 
conflict remain effective-
ly frozen.

R u s s i a n  P r e s i -
dent Vladimir Putin has 
repeatedly rejected an 
offer from Ukraine’s Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky  for 
direct talks, vowing in-
stead to achieve Rus-
sia’s war aims on the  
battlefield.

Between late Thursday 
and early yesterday, Rus-
sia launched 90 drones 
at Ukraine, according to 
the Ukrainian air force.

Ebola 
spreading 
‘fast’ in DR 
Congo, warns 
WHO
AFP | Geneva

The fatal Ebola outbreak 
in the Democratic Re-

public of Congo is spreading 
rapidly, the World Health 
Organization warned yes-
terday, despite accelerating 
efforts to tackle the virus.

The WHO said it was still 
racing to catch up with the 
worsening situation grip-
ping the northeastern DRC.

“The outbreak remains 
serious” and is “evolving so 
fast”, said Marie-Roseline 
Belizaire, the WHO Africa 
emergencies chief.

“However, I have seen a 
response that is growing 
stronger every day,” she told 
reporters in Geneva, speak-
ing from Bunia, the capital 
of the DRC’s Ituri province, 
the outbreak’s epicentre.

The outbreak was de-
clared on May 15, though 
transmission had been go-
ing undetected for some 
time beforehand.

It is caused by the rare 
Bundibugyo strain of the 
virus, for which there is no 
vaccine or specific treat-
ment.
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Battle of the Catalaunian Plains: Roman 
and Visigoth forces defeat Attila the 
Hun in northeast France, halting the 
Hun invasion of Roman Gaul

American inventor 
Samuel Morse 
receives a patent 
for his telegraph

First woman to earn a PhD in Physics 
from an American university, Caroline 
Willard Baldwin (25), receives her 
degree from Cornell University

Highest-ever temperature 
recorded in the Arctic Circle, 
38°C (100°F) in Verkhoyansk, 
Siberia

The site of an Israeli attack that destroyed houses and carpentry shops in the village of Al-Qlailah in the Tyre district in southern Lebanon

Outrage in Italy after 
Trump says Meloni 

‘begged’ for photo op

AFP | Rome

Italy reacted angrily yes-
terday after reported com-

ments by US President Donald 
Trump mocking Prime Min-
ister Giorgia Meloni, with the 
foreign minister cancelling a 
planned US visit.

Meloni said she was “frank-
ly stunned” by Trump’s com-
ments to Italian channel La7.

According to a written tran-
script of the phone interview 
provided to AFP by the net-
work, he said Meloni “begged 
me for a picture” at the G7 
summit this week and he 
agreed only because he “felt 
sorry for her”.

He also suggested that Mel-
oni was probably “happy that 
I talked to her, I didn’t have to 

talk to her”.
Meloni called what Trump 

said “made up”, adding: “Nei-
ther I nor Italy ever beg.”

“I don’t know why the pres-
ident of the United States be-
haves this way with his own 
allies,” the far-right leader 
wrote on X.

“I can only say that it’s a 
pity he doesn’t show the same 
determination with enemies 
of the West, with enemies of 
the United States, with lead-
ers with whom, instead, he 
is far more accommodating,” 
she said.

Italian Foreign Minister 
Antonio Tajani on X called 
Trump’s words “grave and of-
fensive” and said he was can-
celling a visit to the US planned 
for June 21 and 22.

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and US President Donald Trump

Count Binface stands next to Labour candidate Andy Burnham and Robert 
Pownall, after Burnham wins the election for MP of Makerfield

Palestinian children wounded by Israeli strikes wait for medical care in Gaza’s 
Nasser Medical Complex

Israeli National Security Minister 
Itamar Ben Gvir said that “all of 

Lebanon must burn” after Israel’s 
military announced the deaths of 

four soldiers there


