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SALAH UDDIN SHOAIB CHOUDHURY

Exactly eleven years back, 
in the eyes of the inter-
n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y, 

Bangladesh was seen as a poor, 
corruption-plagued struggling 
nation. Ruling elites were busy 
in rampant loot of public wealth 
while former Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia’s son was behav-
ing like a mafia king, who had 
formed a band of culprits and 
criminals not only to help him in 
robbing off hundreds of millions 
of dollars through numerous 
forms of crimes and corruption 
but also in treating the people 
of this country as slaves of his 
desire. Thanks to the popular 
masses of the country for giving 
a landslide victory to Bangladesh 
Awami League under the leader-
ship of Shaikh Hasina during the 
2008-general election. Should 
it not happen, pro-Islamist and 
anti-Semitic Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) and its political 
darling Jamaat e Islami Bangla-
desh (JIB) would already have 
turned this country into another 
Afghanistan – if not even worst!

Founder of BNP, Maj Gen 
Ziaur Rahman was a notorious-
ly radical Muslim with extreme 
anti-Semitic mindset. Few of 
his top allies were Saddam Hus-
sain and Muammar Al Gaddafi. 
From the list of his allies, it can 
be easily understood, Zia was 
an anti-West and fully Islamist 
individual, who was having the 
dream of turning Bangladesh 
into an Islamic republic.

Following the death of Zia, 
his wife Khaleda Zia came to 
power twice – in 1991 and 2001 – 
and during each of her tenures, 
she had shown Bangladesh the 
ugliest example of state-pat-
ronised corruption, nepotism 
and of course appeasing of 

radical Islam. Members of her 
family became filthily wealthy 
through corruption, while her 
own younger brother Maj (Re-
tired) Sayeed Iskander estab-
lished a business company with 
Khaleda’s sons and made tonnes 
of money not only through cor-
ruption but also by taking hun-
dreds of millions of Taka from 
the banks. During those two ten-
ures of BNP, Sayeed Iskander 
and Tarique Rahman emerged as 
the mightiest figures in Bangla-
desh. They were making money 
by receiving bribes and kick-
backs from each of the purchase 
contracts, while they did not 
hesitate in taking part in some 
extremely nasty business – such 
as dealing in drugs and money 
laundering.

For years, the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party was having China 
as its best friend. But, soon after 
it came to power for the sec-
ond term in 2001, BNP tried to 
back-stab China by letting Tai-
wan open its economic office in 
Bangladesh, which clearly went 
against Beijing. Furthermore, 
Khaleda Zia had no problem 
in letting the Islamist forces 
hold rallies and processions in 
various cities and towns in the 
country – chant anti-America 
and anti-Israel slogan and most 
disturbingly – burn American 
and Israeli flags in broad-day-
light. Law enforcing agencies 
did not interrupt such notoriety 
of those Islamists as they too 
knew, the hearts of the ruling 
elites were filled with anti-US 
and anti-Semitic poison.

At the request of Yaseer Ara-
fat, BNP’s founding father Maj 
Gen Zia had sent hundreds of 
Bangladeshis to ‘Palestine’ to 
take part in the war against the 
Jewish State – kill Jews and 
Christians. 

In 2003, the then BNP govern-
ment named a bridge after the 
notorious jihadist group Hiz-
bollah. The bridge is located in 
the southern part of Bangladesh, 
spanning the Batakhali River in 

an area known as Cox’s Bazaar. 
Justifying naming of the bridge, 
Salauddin Ahmed, state minister 
for communication told French 
news agency AFP, “I named the 
bridge Hizbollah because of our 
love for the Lebanese resistance 
group.” 

“Hizbollah is the only group 
which is fighting Israel and the 
bridge is named after the group 
as a mark of honour,” he added.

The United States has iden-
tified Hizbollah as a terrorist 
group, meaning, BNP has a track 
record of not only of appeasing 
terrorists and militants but also 
of encouraging such notoriety.

After postponement and ob-
struction of trials into a number 
of corruption cases, in 2018, a 
court in Dhaka sentenced Khale-
da Zia and her son with rigorous 
imprisonment in just one cor-
ruption case, while several cases 
already are under trial. Her son, 
Tarique Rahman faces convic-
tion in a number of criminal 
cases as well. Although Khaleda 

was sent to prison on February 
18, 2018, directly from the trial 
court, her son Tarique Rahman 
remains as an absconder. It was 
learnt from media reports that 
Tarique Rahman, his wife and 
daughter had sought political 
asylum in the United Kingdom 
and surrendered their Bangla-
deshi passport. Sitting in Lon-
don, Tarique has been plotting 
and coordinating terrorist ac-
tivities in Bangladesh. He played 
key-role behind series of arson 
attacks, the murder of innocent 
people, rape of Hindus and Bud-
dhists, vandalising of public 
and private properties during 
January-April, 2014. During the 
subsequent years, Tarique had 
hands behinds several terror-
ist activities, including plots of 
assassinating Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina and abducting 
her only son, Sajeeb Wajed Joy.

Despite such extreme notori-
ety of Tarique Rahman, British 
authorities neither had initiated 
any investigation into his activi-

ties nor had ever warned him of 
consequences of using British 
soil for terror-plotting.

Ever since Sheikh Hasina be-
came Prime Minister in 2009, 
she had dedicated rescuing 
Bangladesh’s economy from 
mere bankruptcy. She also had 
focused on combating radical 
Islam and militancy, which was 
extremely essential for saving 

the country from becoming a 
rogue nation. After ten years, 
Bangladesh now has emerged 
into one of the fastest growing 
economies in the world. Mas-
sive infrastructural develop-
ment works have been continu-
ing, while by 2030, Bangladesh 
economy is all set to emerge as 
the strongest economy in South 
Asia. Sheikh Hasina has also 
ensured the rule of law and by 
showing zero tolerance towards 
militancy and terrorism. 

Although she is yet to attain 
success in combating corruption 
and the culture of nepotism.

Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina is one of the most 
prominent partners in Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s signa-
ture Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) programme. While sev-
eral countries that have earlier 
agreed to Belt and Road Initi-
ative projects had suspended, 
scaled back or terminated it, 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
remains firm on her commit-
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As Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina remains committed 
in the BRI initiatives, it is 

the responsibility of China 
to help Bangladesh in 

smoothly implementing the 
infrastructural projects. 

JUSTIN SIBERELL 

The ties between the Unit-
ed States and Bahrain 
are strong and deep.  Our 

shared commitment to regional 
security and economic prosperity 
has been a lynchpin for the devel-
opment of our two societies.  In 
2018, our bilateral trade in goods 
exceeded $3 billion dollars, a new 
record and a tangible representa-
tion of the benefits of our partner-
ship.  Yet, the most meaningful 
link between us is the friendship 
we enjoy through personal and 

professional relationships be-
tween the American and Bahraini 
people.  One way that we work 
to expand such relationships is 
through cultural exchange pro-
grams.  Cultural exchange fosters 
mutual understanding and shows 
the very best of what each society 
has to offer.

The US Embassy in Manama ar-
ranges dozens of exchanges each 
year, bringing artists, speakers, 
and performance groups to Bah-
rain to highlight unique aspects 
of American culture – beyond 
what Hollywood screens project 
and entertainment magazines 
highlight. Over the long arc of 
the US-Bahrain relationship, cul-
tural and educational exchange 
programs have created common 
understanding and a mutual ap-

preciation. The success of these 
programs can often be attrib-
uted to the keen support of the 
Bahrain Authority for Culture 
and Antiquities (BACA), whose 
partnership we very much ap-
preciate.

In fact, from June 26-28 an-
other very exciting cultural out-
reach program will begin. The 
“Step Afrika” dance group will 
arrive from the US to participate 
in BACA’s Summer Festival. This 
talented group blends the per-
cussive dance styles historically 
embraced by African-American 
social clubs in the US with tra-
ditional African dancing, while 
at the same time incorporating 
music, storytelling, and audi-
ence participation. It makes for 
a uniquely American experience 

Building connections through cultural exchange

I welcome the 
High-Level Panel’s 
recognition of the 

United Nations 
as a uniquely 

legitimate 
and dynamic 

platform where 
Governments, civil 
society, academia, 

the scientific 
community and 

the tech industry 
itself can come 

together to 
discuss the way 

forward.  
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My grandpa’s entire 
family was mur-

dered in the Holocaust. I’m 
100% comfortable with @
AOC and anyone else refer-
ring to the current situation 
as concentration camps. 
The Holocaust didn’t come 
out of nowhere—it was a 
slow build, like now. People 
who understand history 
know this.

@MarisaKabas

When we look at 
Auschwitz we see 

the end of the process. It’s 
important to remember 
that the Holocaust actu-
ally did not start from gas 
chambers. This hatred 
gradually developed from 
words, stereotypes & prej-
udice through legal exclu-
sion, dehumanisation & 
escalating violence.

@AuschwitzMuseum

If Boris Johnson does 
make it to 10 Downing 

Street, he will become the 
first UK Prime Minister 
of part-Turkish descent. 
Lord Liverpool from the 
19th century remains the 
only UK PM of part-Indian 
descent. Fascinating how 
long multiculturalism and 
multiethnicity have been 
around.

@MalikAshok

Sanskrit is not just a hu-
man language but emu-

lates the mantric sounds of 
the cosmic mind that gov-
ern all natural processes in 
the universe. Sanskrit is the 
language of Veda and Yoga 
and facilitates the unfold-
ment of higher awareness.

@davidfrawleyved

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

ment being a part in BRI, de-
spite repeated oppositions from 
a number of nations, including 
India. In this case, Sheikh Hasi-
na’s message to those opponent 
countries is loud and clear – she 
will do anything which is bene-
ficial for Bangladesh.

Announced in 2013, the Belt 
and Road Initiative (also known 
as One Belt One Road or OBOR, 
aims to strengthen participating 
country’s connectivity with the 
world. Once implemented, this 
project will help Bangladeshi 
exporters and importers in find-
ing a much convenient way of 
reaching the target countries 
in Asia, Europe, and Africa and 
beyond.

The BRI is a global develop-
ment strategy adopted by the 
Chinese government involving 
infrastructure development and 
investments in 152 countries and 
international organisations in 
Asia, Europe, Africa, the Middle 
East, and the Americas. ‘Belt’ 
refers to the overland routes 

for road and rail transportation, 
called the ‘Silk Road Economic 
Belt’, whereas ‘road; refers to 
the sea routes or the 21st Cen-
tury Maritime Silk Road.

To support the BRI, Beijing 
has  injected massive amounts 
of capital into Chinese public 
financial institutions, such as 
the Chinese Development Bank 
(CDB) and the Export-Import 
Bank of China (EXIM). These 
banks enjoy very low borrowing 
costs as their bonds are treated 
like Chinese government debt 
with very low interest rates and 
they have access to lending from 
the People’s Bank of China’s 
(PBOC), allowing them to lend 
cheaply to Chinese companies 
working on BRI projects.

This easy financing enables 
China’s state-owned enterprises 
(SOEs) to offer highly compet-
itive bids for projects against 
foreign companies that might 
be more financially constrained. 
For instance, in 2015 Japanese 
construction companies lost out 
to their Chinese counterparts in 
a bid to build a high-speed rail 
project in Indonesia.

That means Bangladesh will 
be able to undertake massive 
infrastructural development 
project by availing the special 
benefit of getting a much softer 
loan in comparing to the World 
Bank, Asian Development Bank 
etc.

Critics and opponents of BRI 
say dependence of Chinese 
funding for implementing mas-
sive infrastructural projects 
might help Beijing in signifi-
cantly gaining political and oth-
er gains. Others say it would 
actually place China into a much 
stronger position.

But, Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina is not willing to buy such 
arguments for just one particu-
lar reason – to her, Bangladesh 
is the priority and for the best 
interest of her country, Sheikh 
Hasina will always do the right 
thing defying all criticism or 
opposition.

As Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina remains committed in 
the BRI initiatives, it is the re-
sponsibility of China not only 
to help the Bangladeshi coun-
terpart in smoothly implement-
ing the infrastructural projects 
but also encourage Chinese in-
vestors and entrepreneurs in 
giving priority to Bangladesh 
while either relocating their in-
dustrial projects from China or 
making investments in newer 
projects. Chinese readymade 
garment manufacturers already 
have found Bangladesh as the 
most suitable country for re-
location or newer investment, 
which is helping Bangladesh’s 
export of textile products in-
crease significantly. Similarly, 
China should consider invest-
ment in hi-tech industries in 
Bangladesh. There should also 
be scope for the Bangladeshi ex-
porters and importers in much 
smoothly transacting business 
deals. Bangladesh definitely ex-
pects wholehearted cooperation 
and support from the Chinese 
leadership, especially President 
Xi Jinping.

After Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina has already emerged as 
the important politician and 
statesman. Moreover, she also 
is gradually becoming a promi-
nent voice in the Muslim world. 
Diplomatic analysts say, Sheikh 
Hasina now needs to reshuf-
fle the decade-old policy of 
Bangladesh and open the win-
dow of economic, agricultur-
al, technological and defence 
co-operation with the Western 
world. It is also high-time for 
the Bangladeshi Prime Minister 
to further strengthen relations 
with President Donald Trump 
as well as the European nations. 
This will place Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina’s image into a 
newer height. 

(Salah Uddin Shoaib Choudhury is the 
editor of Blitz. Follow him on Twitter 

@Salah_Shoaib)

1877
Alexander Graham Bell installs 
the world’s first commercial 
telephone service in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada.

1893
Lizzie Borden is acquitted of 
the murders of her father and 
stepmother.

1895
The Kiel Canal, crossing the base 
of the Jutland peninsula and the 
busiest artificial waterway in the 
world, is officially opened.

1900
Boxer Rebellion: The Imperial 
Chinese Army begins a 55-day 
siege of the Legation Quarter in 
Beijing, China.
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Let’s explore latest 
 technologies to attain SDGs 

New technologies offer 
monumental opportu-
nities to turbocharge the 

work of the United Nations for 
peace, sustainable development 
and human rights.  Scientific pro-
gress is helping to cure deadly 
diseases, feed growing popula-
tions, drive economic growth and 
connect businesses, communi-
ties, families and friends across 
the world like never before.  Rap-
idly developing fields such as ar-
tificial intelligence, blockchain 
and biotechnology hold great 
potential to improve well-being 
and generate innovative solutions 
for global challenges.

The pace of change is remark-
able.  New technologies are leap-
ing from the lab to global use at 
an unprecedented pace.  More 
than 90 per cent of all the data 
that exists today was produced in 
the last two years.  
As a tech leader 
said to me recent-
ly, even though 
the field already 
advances at light-
ning speed, future 
developments 
will never again 
be as slow as they 
are today.

We must make 
full use of these 
life-saving and 
life-enhancing 
capacities.  As the 
world strives to 
achieve the Sus-
tainable Develop-
ment Goals -- the 
internationally 
agreed blueprint 
for building a 
better world for 
all -- digital tech-
nologies can be es-
pecially helpful in 
those areas where 
the world is most 
lagging behind.  
We must pursue 
inclusive approaches that bring 
together all stakeholders.  And 
we must take serious steps to 
promote the meaningful partic-
ipation of women and to train 
young girls in science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math.

While many of us struggle to 
recall how we lived without the 
Internet, a gaping digital divide 
remains.  For more than half the 
world’s population, access is ex-
pensive, slow or simply nonexist-
ent.  This divide is exacerbating in-
equalities in other key areas such 
as education, health and wealth.  
Digital opportunities must reach 
all, for the benefit of all.

We must also recognise the 
threats posed by new technolo-
gies.  Weapons systems that can 
identify and kill on their own 
are closer to becoming a reali-
ty – a morally repugnant devel-
opment.  Social media is being 
used to spread hatred and lies.  
Technology is being exploited by 
terrorists, and organised criminal 
networks lurk on the dark web, 
profiting from encryption and 
near-anonymous cryptocurrency 

payments to traffic in people and 
illegal drugs. While innovation 
continues to open up new fields 
of employment, many workers 
fear their jobs will fall victim to 
automation, underscoring the 
need for large-scale re-train-
ing, expanded social protection 
schemes and education from the 
earliest grades that emphasises 
lifelong learning.  

We can and must do more to 
ensure that digital technologies 
are a force for good.  That is why I 
established a High-level Panel on 
Digital Cooperation, which has 
just issued its report (https://dig-
italcooperation.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/06/DigitalCoop-
eration-report-for-web.pdf ).  

Led by Melinda Gates of the 
Gates Foundation and Jack Ma 
of Alibaba, the panel brought 
together diverse experts who 
consulted globally, debated vig-
orously and examined a wide 
spectrum of challenges, and put 
forward detailed recommenda-
tions for eliciting the best of new 
technologies. 

The panel has recommended 
ways to close the digital divide, 

increase cooper-
ation, and better 
govern digital 
technology devel-
opment through 
open, agile, and 
multi-stakeholder 
models.  Classical 
forms of govern-
ance do not ap-
ply.  Technology 
moves so fast that 
by the time deci-
sion makers gath-
er to prepare, dis-
cuss, approve, rat-
ify and implement 
a convention or 
new agreement, 
the landscape has 
changed entirely.  
Analogue poli-
cymaking won’t 
work in a digital 
world.
I welcome the 

High-Level Panel’s 
recognition of the 
United Nations as a 
uniquely legitimate 
and dynamic plat-

form where Governments, civil 
society, academia, the scientific 
community and the tech indus-
try itself can come together to 
discuss the way forward.  Beyond 
the UN’s convening power, our 
standard-setting, capacity-build-
ing and data-gathering efforts are 
also well-placed to contribute.  
I will devise a roadmap for the 
UN role going forward, and host 
any discussions that stakeholders 
would find useful. 

That conversation cannot 
wait.  The age of digital inter-
dependence deepens with each 
livestream, on-line transaction 
and path-breaking platform.  As 
with other quintessential global 
phenomena – trade, commu-
nications, climate change and 
human mobility – international 
cooperation can be the difference 
between progress and chaos.  We 
need to move now to build trust, 
stay ahead of emerging issues and 
shape a peaceful, prosperous and 
positive digital future for all.

(António Guterres is the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.) 

ANTÓNIO GUTERRES

that we are excited to share with 
our Bahraini friends. 

In July, we will welcome the 
Missoula Children’s Theatre 
back to Bahrain to participate in 
the BACA Summer Festival for the 
third time. The theatre group will 
be bringing the classic story Ra-
punzel to Bahrain, which should 
delight audiences young and old. 
With substantial support from 
BACA, children in Bahrain will 
have an opportunity to shine on 
stage in this classic fairy tale that 
children around the world know 
and love. 

At the same time, Americans 
are eager to learn more about 
Bahraini culture. Indeed, our 
colleagues at Bahrain’s Embassy 
in Washington, DC maintain an 
active calendar of cultural of-

ferings aimed at the American 
public.  During Ramadan, the 
Embassy hosted the INTRAfaith 
Iftar, introducing Americans to 

important aspects of Bahrain’s 
rich and dynamic culture.   

Cultural exchanges expose 
participants and spectators to the 
more human side of diplomacy 
and international relations. Fun-
damentally, however, the success 
of relationships and partnerships 
depend on the people who enter 
into them. In the case of the US–
Bahrain relationship, both peo-
ples embrace these opportunities 
to learn about each other and 
thereby strengthen yet further 
our long-standing friendship. We 
look forward to building on this 
history through exploring op-
portunities for cultural exchange 
throughout the year.  

(Justin Siberell is the US Ambassador 
to the Kingdom of Bahrain.)

Building connections through cultural exchange
Cultural exchanges expose 
participants and spectators 

to the more human 
side of diplomacy and 

international relations. 


