
CHANGE WILL NOT COME IF WE WAIT FOR 
SOME OTHER PERSON, OR IF WE WAIT FOR 
SOME OTHER TIME. WE ARE THE ONES 
WE’VE BEEN WAITING FOR. WE ARE THE 
CHANGE THAT WE SEEK.
BARACK OBAMA
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IN 

HISTORY
Possible date of the Antioch 
earthquake in the Byzantine 
Empire (present-day Syria), 
which kills 200,000 people

Portuguese explorer Vasco 
da Gama arrives in Calicut, 

India, becoming the first Eu-
ropean to reach India by sea

William Shakespeare’s Son-
nets are first published in 
London, perhaps illicitly, by 
publisher Thomas Thorpe

US President Abraham Lincoln signs into 
law the Homestead Act to provide cheap 
land for the settlement of the American 

West (80 million acres by 1900)
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This outbreak, along-
side the hantavirus 

one, shows why inter-
national threats need an 
international response, 
why the world needs the 
International Health 
Regulations, and why it 
needs @WHO.

@DrTedros

Concluding a  very 
fruitful visit to Nor-

way. Held productive 
talks with Prime Min-
ister Jonas Gahr Støre 
and participated in the 
India-Nordic Summit, 
where important deci-
sions were taken to deep-
en cooperation in many 
areas. I thank the people 
of Norway, PM Støre and 
the Government of Nor-
way for their warmth and 
friendship.

@narendramodi

Our Union is built by 
all its citizens. The 

European Order of Mer-
it honours individuals 
whose outstanding con-
tributions to the Europe-
an project deserve recog-
nition. Congratulations 
to this year‘s recipients 
and thank you for all you 
have done.

@vonderleyen

I thank the Government 
& people of Japan for 

their warm welcome. 
Across the years & across 
the issues, the UN has 
benefitted enormously 
from Japan’s generosity 
& commitment to mul-
tilateralism. I am proud 
to celebrate the 70-year 
partnership between Ja-
pan & the @UN.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Trump says 
held off assault

Iran threatens to 
open new fronts

AFP | Tehran 

Iran’s army warned yesterday 
it would “open new fronts” 

against the United States if it 
resumes attacks, after President 
Donald Trump said he had held 
off launching a new offensive in 
hopes of striking a deal.

The warning came amid a 
shaky ceasefire in place since 

April 8, with Washington and 
Tehran exchanging proposals 
in an effort to end the Middle 
East war, which began on Feb-
ruary 28.

On Tuesday, Iran’s army 
s p o k e s m a n  M o h a m m a d 
Akraminia warned “to open 
new fronts against” the United 
States if it resumes attacks on 
the Islamic republic.

He added that Iran’s military 
had used the ceasefire as an 
opportunity “to strengthen its 
combat capabilities”, without 
elaborating.

Qatar, which suffered Teh-
ran’s retaliatory strikes follow-
ing US-Israeli assaults during 
the war, emphasised that more 
time was needed for the ongoing 
Pakistani-mediated efforts to 

push for Iran-US talks.
“We are supportive of the 

diplomatic effort by Pakistan 
that has shown seriousness in 
bringing parties together and 
finding a solution, and we do 
believe it needs more time,” Qa-
tari foreign ministry spokesman 
Majed al-Ansari said at a press 
conference.

Since the ceasefire took hold on April 8, Tehran and Washington have held a 
single round of talks which failed to culminate in a deal.

Iran stages mass weddings for 
couples ready for war 'sacrifice'
AFP | Tehran  

Iranian authorities held 
mass public weddings 

in Tehran for couples who 
signed up to a state-spon-
sored scheme declaring their 
readiness to sacrifice their 
lives in the war against the 
US and Israel.

The ceremonies conduct-
ed late on Monday involved 
hundreds of couples in sev-
eral major squares in the 
capital, including more than 
100 in the vast Imam Hossein 
square in central Tehran, ac-
cording to reports in Iranian 
media.

They were broadcast on 
state TV in a bid to boost 
wartime morale, with US 

President Donald Trump 
repeatedly threatening new 
military action against Iran 
amid a shaky ceasefire which 
halted the fighting that began 
on February 28.

Those involved had signed 
up, according to Iranian 
media, for the so-called 
"self-sacrifice" scheme ( jan-
fada in Persian) where people 
pledged to put their lives on 
the line in the war by, for ex-
ample, forming human chains 
outside power stations. Irani-
an authorities say millions of 
people, including top figures 
such as speaker of parliament 
Mohammad Bagher Ghali-
baf and President Masoud 
Pezeshkian, have put their 
names forward.

Israeli military issues fresh evacuation 
warnings for south Lebanon

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military yester-
day warned residents of 12 

towns and villages in southern 
Lebanon to immediately evac-
uate ahead of expected attacks 
against Hezbollah, the latest 
despite a ceasefire.

“Hezbollah’s continued vio-
lations of the ceasefire compel 
the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) 
to operate against it. The IDF 
does not intend to harm you. 
For your safety, we urge you 
to distance yourself from the 
area and immediately move 
at least 1,000 metres away,” 
the military’s Arabic-language 
spokesman Mr. Avichay Ad-
raee posted on X.

Lebanon’s state-run Na-

tional News Agency reported 
a new series of Israeli strikes 
targeting several locations in 
southern Lebanon on Tuesday 
(May 19, 2026).

Meanwhile, Hezbollah said 
in a statement that it had tar-
geted a gathering of soldiers 
and vehicles in northern Is-
rael with “a swarm of attack 
drones.” The Israeli military 
said that following sirens in 
several areas of northern Isra-
el, a drone “that crossed from 
Lebanon to Israeli territory 
was intercepted”.

On Monday (May 18, 2026), 
the Lebanese health minis-
try said the death toll from 
Israeli strikes since the start of 
the war on Monday (March 2, 
2026) had reached 3,020

Israeli soldiers speak to civilians after taking cover near the Israel-Lebanon 
border following a Hezbollah drone attack that hit the northern border

Trump said Gulf leaders had 
asked him "to hold off on our 
planned Military attack of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, which 
was scheduled for tomorrow, in 

that serious negotiations are now 
taking place".

But instructed the US military to 
be “prepared to go forward with a 
full, large scale assault of Iran, on 
a moment’s notice, in the event 
that an acceptable Deal is not 

reached”.

(Picture: Truth Social)

Trump has repeatedly said 
the ballroom -- whose cost 
has doubled from an initial 

estimate of $200 million 
-- is being met by private 

donors, including his 
wealthy supporters and a 

slew of corporations.

KNOW WHAT

Trump shows off site of new $400-mn ballroom
AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
on Tuesday showed off 

the site of his huge new White 
House ballroom, a $400 million 
project that critics say flies in 
the face of voter anger over the 
cost of living.

The billionaire property 
magnate appeared in his ele-
ment as he took reporters to see 
the construction work, bare-
ly audible above the sounds 
of hammering, sawing and  
clanging.

"This is a gift to the United 
States of America," said Trump, 
standing by yellow railings on 
the edge of a cavernous con-
crete basement space.

"This is all my money and 
donors' money. This is tax free."

But Democrats have bitterly 
opposed a proposed $1 billion 
security allocation of taxpayer 
money tied to Trump's ball-
room, and are using the issue 
to attack Republicans ahead of 
crucial midterm elections in 
November.

Trump went into detail about 
what he said were the security 
aspects of the ballroom project, 
saying there were six storeys 
below ground that would house 
military installations, research 
facilities and even a hospital.

"The ballroom becomes a 
shield that will totally protect 
what's going on downstairs," 
79-year-old Trump said.

He added that drones would 
"bounce" off the roof of the ball-

room and said it would be a 
good site for snipers.

The property developer in 
Trump was also in full display, 
as he talked about how one fa-
cade of the ballroom was styled 
after ancient Greece, and an-
other after Rome.

Trump bluntly said last week 
that "I don’t think about Ameri-
cans’ financial situation" when 
it comes to the Iran war, in-
sisting that preventing Tehran 
from getting a nuclear weapon 
was his priority.

But his opponents are using 
the comment to paint him as 
out of touch, with the midterm 
elections, which will decide 
who controls the US Con-
gress, less than six months  
away.

 Trump speaks to the media alongside posters of his proposed White House 
ballroom amid construction at the White House

Putin lands in China for trip that aims to 
show unshakeable ties after Trump pomp

AFP | Beijing, China

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin arrived in Beijing 

late yesterday for talks with his 
Chinese counterpart and “long-
time good friend” Xi Jinping, 
intending to show their ties are 
unshakeable days after a visit by 
Donald Trump.

The confirmation of Putin’s 
trip came just hours after Trump 
wrapped up his visit on Friday, 
the first to China by a US presi-
dent in nearly a decade and one 
aimed at stabilising their turbu-

lent relations .
Putin arrived at Beijing Capi-

tal International Airport around 
11:15 p.m. (1515 GMT) on Tues-
day, where he was greeted by 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi and a military band.

It was a near-mirror image 
of Trump’s arrival days earlier, 
with both leaders stepping out 
of their planes onto a red carpet 
as Chinese youths chanted “wel-
come, welcome” -- this time, 
waving Russian flags instead of 
American.

Putin and Xi are set to dis-

cuss how to strengthen Russia 
and China’s strategic partner-
ship and “exchange views on 
key international and regional 
issues”, according to a Kremlin 
statement.

Their ties have deepened since 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 
2022, with Putin visiting Beijing 
every year since as his country 
is cut off diplomatically on the 
world stage.

Among topics Xi and Putin 
could discuss is the construction 
of the major “Power of Siberia 2” 
natural gas pipeline from Russia 

to China through Mongolia -- a 
land alternative to crude im-
ported by sea from the Middle 
East -- which Moscow is keen 
to get underway.

Setting a warm tone for the 
visit, Xi and Putin exchanged 
“congratulatory letters” on Sun-
day to mark 30 years of their 
countries’ strategic partnership.

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Guo Jiakun laud-
ed “the enduring friendship 
between China and Russia” on 
Tuesday.

And in a video message to 

the Chinese people released on 
Tuesday, Putin said relations 
have reached “a truly unprec-
edented level”, and that “trade 
between Russia and China con-
tinues to grow”.

“The close strategic relation-
ship between Russia and China 
plays a major, stabilising role 
globally. Without allying against 
anyone, we seek peace and uni-
versal prosperity,” Putin said, 
without mentioning any third 
country. The two leaders are 
also expected to sign a joint dec-
laration after their talks.

Rubio to attend 
’Quad’ meeting in 
India: US embassy
New Delhi, India

In d i a 
w i l l 

host  a 
m e e t -
i n g  o f 
t h e 
"Quad" 
group, which includes Austral-
ia, Japan and the United States, 
the US embassy in New Delhi 
said on Tuesday without speci-
fying a date.

The embassy said Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio would 
attend and that it looked for-
ward to welcoming him "for his 
first visit to India, ministerial 
Quad meetings, high level en-
gagements, and celebrating 250 
years of America".

US Ambassador Sergio Gor 
said earlier that Rubio would be 
in New Delhi at the weekend.

The so-called Quad security 
alliance is seen as a counter-
weight to Beijing's presence 
in the Indian Ocean and wider 
Asia-Pacific region.

The four-way partnership 
was first conceived by late Jap-
anese prime minister Shinzo 
Abe, who foresaw an alliance 
of democracies surrounding 
China -- which has repeatedly 
alleged that the Quad is a way 
to contain it.

Top commander says ‘thinking’ about NATO role in Hormuz
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

NATO’s top commander said 
yesterday he was “think-

ing” about how the alliance 
could help in the Strait of Hor-
muz, but no formal planning 
had begun yet.

“Am I thinking about it? 
Absolutely. But there’s no 
planning yet until the po-
litical decision is taken,” 
US General Alexus Gryn-
kewich, NATO’s 
Supreme Allied 

Commander Europe, told jour-
nalists.

US President Donald Trump 
has blasted Washington’s Eu-
ropean allies in NATO for their 
response to his war on Iran 

-- which has seen the crucial 
waterway closed.

European countries 
spearheaded by Britain 
and France have been 
scrambling to put to-

gether a possible 
plan for how 
t h e y  c o u l d 

help keep the strait open if the 
war ends.

So far US-led alliance NATO 
has steered clear of seeking any 
direct involvement in the con-
flict -- despite pressure from 
Trump.

“Each nation is considering 
their response, with many, 
including Belgium, France, 
Germany, Italy, and the United 
Kingdom, sailing ships to the 
region,” Grynkewich said.

“We all agree it’s in our inter-
est to ensure freedom of navi-

gation in international waters.”
European diplomats at NATO 

have played down of the pros-
pect of the alliance playing a 
major role in the strait given 
internal divisions.

But they say it could be in-
volved in some way in any even-
tual operations led by France or 
Britain if they materialise.

The closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz has had a major im-
pact on global energy prices 
and is already taking a toll on 
economies in Europe.

Fertiliser aid

Brussels will provide “ex-
ceptional support” to 

farmers affected by soar-
ing fertiliser costs caused 
by the Iran war, the Euro-
pean Union’s agriculture 
commissioner Christophe 
Hansen told the European 
Parliament.

He said the EU would seek 
to boost an agriculture crisis 
reserve fund by “a substan-
tial amount”.

Oil prices over $100 

Oil prices eased Tues-
d a y  b u t  r e m a i n e d 

above $100 a barrel while 
stocks wavered as investors 
tracked a potential deal be-
tween the US and Iran to 
end the war that has sent 
energy prices soaring.

G7 vows 
cooperation

G7 finance ministers 
vowed multilateral 

cooperation to address 
challenges to economic 
stability due to the war, 
after talks in Paris which 
underscored tensions 
between the US and its 
allies.

“We have had frank, 
sometimes difficult, di-
rect discussions to find 
long-term and short-
term solutions to ma-
jor global economic 
challenges in order to 
guarantee economic sta-
bility,” said French Fi-
nance Minister Roland 
Lescure.

• Trump told reporters 
at the White House 
that he had been just 
“an hour away” from 
relaunching Washington’s 
attacks on Iran

AFP | Washington, United States

President Donald Trump 
warned Tuesday that the 
United States may strike 

Iran again, a day after he said 
he had held off a major assault 
in hope of a deal to end the war 
-- but Tehran's army threatened 
to open "new fronts" if he went 
ahead.

Trump told reporters at the 
White House that he had been 
just "an hour away" from re-
launching Washington's attacks 
on Iran before postponing the 
order, after weeks of a fragile 
ceasefire and talks to end the war 
that began on February 28.

"You know how it is to negoti-
ate with a country where you're 
beating them badly. They come to 
the table, they're begging to make 
a deal," he said.

"I hope we don't have to do 
the war, but we may have to give 

them another big hit. I'm not sure 
yet."

He added that Iran's military 
had used the ceasefire as an op-
portunity "to strengthen its com-
bat capabilities".

Trump offered a deadline of 

several days for resuming strikes 
if a deal was not agreed.

"I'm saying two or three days, 
maybe Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 
something, maybe early next 
week, a limited period of time," 
he said.

Trump's new deadline came 
after he said on Monday that 
Gulf leaders had asked him to 
hold off on an attack at the 11th 
hour, which he did because "se-
rious negotiations are taking  
place".

But if a deal was not agreed, he 
said he instructed the US military 
to be "prepared to go forward 
with a full, large-scale assault of 
Iran, on a moment's notice."

Trump had already indefinitely 
extended the truce and made 
clear he wants to exit a war that 
has proven to be a political liabili-
ty, with Iran's control of the Strait 
of Hormuz rattling the global 
economy and hurting Americans 
at the pump.

Iran's Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Kazem Gharibabadi wrote 
on X that Trump's comments 
meant the US leader was "calling 
a 'threat' a 'chance for peace'!"

Iran has repeatedly rebuffed 
Trump’s offers on a deal and its 
control over the vital Hormuz 
strait has sent global oil prices 
spiraling.

Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei con-
firmed exchanges with the Unit-
ed States through mediator Paki-
stan and said Tehran made clear 
its “concerns”.


