
‘Mini kangaroos’ hop 
back in South Australia

AFP | Sydney

The brush-tailed bettong 
-- a rare, very cute marsu-

pial resembling a rabbit-sized 
kangaroo -- is bouncing back 
on the South Australian main-
land, more than 100 years after 
disappearing from the region.

Bettongs, which leap with 
their hindlegs much like a 
full-sized kangaroo, populat-
ed over 60 percent of Australia 
before falling victim to cats, 
foxes and land-clearing after 
European settlement more 
than two centuries ago.

Now they are making a 
comeback in South Australia’s 
Yorke Peninsula, after wildlife 
scientists released 120 of the 
animals over a two-year peri-
od to see if they could survive 
outside of predator-proof en-
closures or islands.

New monitoring shows they 
are thriving, researchers said 
yesterday.

Scientists said they had 
trapped 85 brush-tailed bet-
tongs, finding that 40 percent 
of them were new animals 
born in the peninsula and 42 

of the 45 females had young in 
their pouches.

“It’s fantastic to see so many 
new animals in the popula-
tion,” said Derek Sandow, 
ecologist for the Northern and 
Yorke Landscape Board.

The furry creatures -- their 
numbers down from tens of 
millions pre-colonisation to 
an estimated 12,000 to 18,000 
now -- have clung to existence 
on Australian islands, in pro-
tected enclosures, and in a few 
pockets of Western Australia.

NOTHING MAKES ONE FEEL SO 
STRONG AS A CALL FOR HELP
POPE PAUL VI
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Seven countries, one 
mission. We meet this 

year at a time of enor-
mous economic chal-
lenge and global instabil-
ity. We must stand united 
in the face of threats to 
global prosperity, secu-
rity and sovereignty.

@RishiSunak

The EU and @G7 will 
defend the funda-

mental principles of the 
UN Charter. For greater 
peace.  And for greater 
prosperity. #G7 #G7Hi-
roshimaSummit

@CharlesMichel

Delighted to be in Hi-
roshima to partici-

pate in the @G7 Lead-
ers’ Summit. We have an 
important agenda that 
includes scaling up sup-
port for low-income and 
emerging economies in 
addition to coordinating 
action to tackle climate 
change and mitigate its 
effects.

@KGeorgieva

In coordination with 
the @G7 , Australia, 

and other partners, the 
United States is imposing 
new sanctions on Russia. 
These sanctions will in-
crease pressure on Russia 
and degrade Russia’s mil-
itary, its economy, and its 
ability to fuel its illegal ag-
gression against Ukraine.

@SecBlinken

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Russian Prime 
Minister Mikhail Mishustin 
will visit China from May 

23 to 24, Beijing’s Foreign ministry and the Kremlin said 
yesterday. “At the invitation of Premier Li Qiang of the State 
Council, Russian Federation Prime Minister Mishustin will pay 
an official visit to China from May 23 to 24,” Foreign ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said in a statement. Confirming 

the visit, the Kremlin said: “Russian-Chinese cooperation in trade and economic 
spheres will be discussed.” Mishustin will also visit Shanghai during his visit, 
where he will speak at a Russian-Chinese business forum, the Kremlin said.

 u The death toll from Cyclone Mocha has reached 145 in Myanmar, its 
junta said yesterday, with most 
of the dead from the persecuted 
Rohingya minority. Mocha 
brought lashing rain and winds of 195 
kilometres per hour (120 miles per hour) to 
Myanmar and neighbouring Bangladesh on 
Sunday, collapsing buildings and turning 
streets into rivers. The storm churned up 
villages, uprooted trees and knocked out 
communications across much of Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state. The region is home to hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees 
who live in displacement camps following decades of ethnic conflict.

 u A 48-year-old man 
accused of igniting a New 
Zealand hostel fire that 

killed at least five people claimed that 
someone else started the blaze during 
a court appearance yesterday. During 
the hearing, he shouted: “I need bail, I need 
a good lawyer. Someone else done it.” 
Prosecutors charged him with two counts of 
arson: setting the four-storey Loafers Lodge 
on fire in the early hours of Tuesday, and 

burning a couch earlier in the building. Wearing a dark hooded top, he gestured 
frantically with his hands and paced from side to side in the dock during his first 
hearing at Wellington District Court. The man, whose name was suppressed by the 
court, was remanded in custody. He did not enter a formal plea.

Russian PM to visit China 
next week: Beijing

‘Someone else done it’: Man 
charged in deadly NZ hostel fire

Cyclone Mocha death 
toll reaches 145 in Myanmar

A rare Burrowing Bettong (Bettongia lesueur harveyi) hides under a hollow 
log near Cygnet River on Kangaroo Island (file photo)

Zelensky to make surprise G7 visit
Zelensky to attend G7 summit in Japan as bloc targets Russia ‘war machine’

• Ukrainian president 
likely to repeat call 
for fighter jets

AFP | Hiroshima

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky is poised 
for a first post-invasion 

trip to the Asia-Pacific, meeting 
allies at a G7 summit in Hiroshi-
ma as the bloc hit Russia’s “war 
machine” with further sanctions.

The previously unannounced 
visit was revealed by officials yes-
terday -- a rare long-haul foray 
for the war-time president and 
an opportunity to huddle with 
leaders of seven wealthy democ-
racies that bankroll his country’s 
stoic defence.

The visit comes at a potential-
ly pivotal time in the 15-month-
old conflict, as Ukranian troops 
push back against Russian gains at 
Bakhmut and ready a long-await-
ed spring offensive.

Top Zelensky security aide Ol-
eksii Danilov said the Ukrainian 
leader would go “wherever the 
country needs him, in any part of 
the world”, including Hiroshima, 
a city synonymous with the hor-
rors of war.

“Very important things will be 
decided there, and therefore the 
presence, the physical presence 
of our president is absolutely es-
sential to defend our interests,” 
Danilov said.

Informed sources said Zelensky 
would come in person to Hiroshi-
ma, where he is expected to meet 
G7 leaders and invited non-mem-
bers on Sunday.

The trip will give Ukraine’s 
president an opportunity to win 
over powerful unaligned nations 
joining the summit, including 
Brazil and India.

Zelensky recently embarked 
on a European tour, pleading for 
military support like modern 
US-made fighter jets, as well as 
tougher sanctions on Russia.

Yesterday he arrived on an un-
announced visit to Jeddah to ad-
dress Arab League leaders gath-
ered in the Saudi Arabian city.

‘Diamonds are not forever’ 
“There are a host of things that 

Ukraine will continue to need, 
from artillery shells to sophisti-
cated air defence systems,” said 
Ian Lesser of the German Mar-

shall Fund foreign policy think 
tank.

Securing the transfer of US F-16 
fighter jets, of which there are 
“very large numbers in Europe 
that could be sent to Ukraine”, 
will also likely be on the agenda, 
he added.

The group’s leaders agreed new 
sanctions yesterday that they said 
would “starve Russia of G7 tech-
nology, industrial equipment and 
services that support its war ma-
chine”.

A G7 statement also pledged to 
“restrict trade in and use of dia-
monds mined, processed or pro-
duced in Russia”, including with 
the use of tracing technologies.

The trade is estimated to be 
worth about $4-5 billion a year 
for Russia.

“Russian diamonds are not for-
ever,” said EU Council President 
Charles Michel. “We will restrict 
trade.”

EU member state Belgium is 
among the largest wholesale buy-
ers of Russian diamonds, along 
with India and the United Arab 
Emirates. The United States is a 
major end-market for the finished 
product.

The G7 also said they would 
step up efforts to prevent circum-
vention of their existing sanctions 
regime, “including targeting enti-
ties transporting material to the 
front”.

The group held talks yesterday 
evening on nuclear disarmament 
and warned of Beijing’s rapidly 
growing nuclear weapons stock-
pile.

“China’s accelerating build-up 
of its nuclear arsenal without 
transparency nor meaningful di-
alogue poses a concern to global 
and regional stability,” they said in 
a statement that also condemned 
Russia’s “irresponsible nuclear 
rhetoric”.

US sanctions 
Earlier yesterday, the United 

States and other members an-
nounced their own new sanc-
tions on Russia, with a senior US 
administration official saying an-

other 70 entities from Russia and 
“other countries” would be placed 
on a US blacklist.

“There will be upwards of 300 
new sanctions against individuals, 
entities, vessels and aircraft,” the 
official said.

London, meanwhile, took aim 
at Russian copper, aluminium 
and nickel -- as well as diamonds.

Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine 
15 months ago has prompted 
waves of sanctions that have 
helped plunge Russia into reces-
sion and drained the Kremlin’s 
war chest.

The Russian economy contract-
ed 2.1 percent in 2022, a trend that 
continued early this year.

But Moscow has adapted 
quickly, introducing strict cap-
ital controls, diverting trade to 
allies like China and reportedly 
borrowing evasion techniques 
from much-sanctioned coun-
tries like Cuba, Iran and North  
Korea.

The International Monetary 
Fund has projected a modest 0.7 
percent economic rebound in 
2023.

G7 leaders began the day visit-
ing Hiroshima’s peace park me-
morials and museum, where they 
saw evidence of the suffering and 
devastation caused by the 1945 
atomic bombing of the city.

G7 leaders visit the Peace Memorial Park as part of the G7 Leaders’ Summit in 
Hiroshima

Very important things 
will be decided there, 

and therefore the 
presence, the physical 

presence of our 
president is absolutely 
essential to defend our 

interests
TOP ZELENSKY SECURITY AIDE OLEKSII DANILOV

They’re a little, ankle-
sized kangaroo, a mini 
kangaroo on steroids 

if you like. They’ve got 
really powerful hind 
legs, they carry their 
young in their pouch, 
like a kangaroo does, 

but they’re only a 
kilo and a half (three 

pounds)
DEREK SANDOW, ECOLOGIST FOR THE 

NORTHERN AND YORKE LANDSCAPE BOARD

One billion threatened by cholera: UN
AFP | Geneva

A billion people in 43 coun-
tries are at risk of cholera, 

the United Nations warned 
yesterday, and though the out-
breaks could be stopped, the 
United Nations said resources 
were desperately lacking.

The UN health agency said 
the outlook was bleak, as it 
seeks $640 million to fight the 
infectious disease, but said the 
longer it takes to ramp up the 
battle, the worse the situation 
will get.

The World Health Organiza-
tion said vaccination campaigns 
had been severely hampered.

“WHO estimates that a billion 
people across 43 countries are 
at risk of cholera,” said Hen-
ry Gray, the agency’s incident 
manager for the global cholera 
response.

So far this year, 24 countries 
have reported cholera out-
breaks, compared to 15 by mid-
May last year.

Countries that are not usually 
affected by cholera are being 
struck, and case fatality rates 
are far exceeding the typical 
one in 100.

Gray blamed the rise in cases 
on poverty, conflict and climate 
change, and the population dis-
placement they trigger.

“With the increase in the 
number of countries affected 
by cholera, the resources that 
were available for prevention 
and response are more thinly 
spread,” he said.

Oral cholera vaccine is a case 
in point: over 18 million doses 
have been requested this year 
but only eight million have 
been made available and so pre-
vention campaigns have been 
stopped.

Rather than the full two dos-
es, only one is being issued to 
recipients “to try to spin it out”, 
said Gray.

“The outlook is bleak.”

WHO wants $160 million for 
more than 40 countries over the 
next 12 months. It is working in 
coordination with the UN chil-
dren’s agency UNICEF, which 
wants $480 million.

Jerome Pfaffmann Zambruni, 
UNICEF’s public health emer-
gency unit chief, noted that 
back in November, the agency 
had asked for $150 million for 
cholera response — a figure 
now eclipsed as the situation 
has worsened.

A health worker tends to a patient at a temporary cholera centre in Malawi

Louise Bourgeois spider sculpture fetches record $32.8 mn at auction
AFP | New York

A g i a n t  s p i n d l y  s c u l p -
ture of a spider done by 

French-American artist Louise 
Bourgeois fetched $32.8 million 
on Thursday, setting a record 
for a work by a woman sculptor 
at auction, Sotheby’s said.

The work -- which soars over 
10 feet tall and spans 18 feet 
across -- was finished by Bour-
geoise in 1996 and is one of just 
four monumental spiders to 
appear at auction.

Sotheby’s did not identify the 
buyer.

The seller, it said, was the 

Fundacao Itau of Brazil, which 
acquired the work more than 
25 years ago.

Bourgeois, who died in 2010 
at age 98, was born in Paris but 
spent much of her adult life 
in New York City, where she 
became known for her iconic 

installation art.
She was a prolific painter 

and printmaker but became 
best known for her large-scale 
sculptures, particularly of nim-
ble, spindly spiders, which she 
said evoked memories of her 
mother, both as a sinister threat 
and an industrious repairer and 
weaver.

Bourgeois’s monumental spi-
ders have appeared in public 
spaces such as the Guggen-
heim Museum Bilbao in Spain, 
the Tate Modern in London, 
the San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art and the National 
Gallery of Art in Washington. 

French boy found living as recluse with mother
AFP | Paris

A 14-year-old boy was taken 
into state care in northwest 

France after he was found liv-
ing as a recluse with his mother, 
who faces prosecution, officials 
and reports said yesterday.

The teenager was born in the 
Philippines to a French mother, 
but brought up in Paris before 
moving to the city of Rennes 
without ever being registered 
with authorities or sent to 
school.

His mother, 48, was charged 
on Monday with neglecting her 
legal obligations and causing 
harm to a child, as well as caus-
ing harm by depriving a child 
of healthcare or food, which 
carries a maximum seven-year 
jail term, the local prosecutor’s 
office said.

The mother’s lawyer, Em-
manuel Ludot, told AFP it was 
wrong to see it as a case of 
“mistreatment”, adding that 

his client was from a wealthy 
background.

“It’s what is unusual in this 
case: he is over-loved. The 
mother is suffocating and al-
lows him to do what he wants. 
He eats what he wants, and 

studies what he wants,” he 
added.

Authorities began investi-
gating when the teenager was 
admitted to hospital in Rennes 
last July weighing only 25 kilo-
grams (55 pounds), around half 
the norm for his age, and show-
ing severe learning difficulties, 
the Ouest France newspaper 
reported.

Ludot said he weighed 33 
kilograms when he was taken 
into state care.

A woman looks at Louise Bourgeois’ 
spider sculpture

Authorities began 
investigating when the 
teenager was admitted 
to hospital in Rennes 

last July weighing 
only 25 kilograms (55 
pounds), around half 
the norm for his age, 
and showing severe 

learning difficulties
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It’s what is unusual in 
this case: he is over-
loved. The mother is 

suffocating and allows 
him to do what he 

wants. He eats what 
he wants, and studies 

what he wants
THE MOTHER’S LAWYER, EMMANUEL LUDOT

With the increase in the 
number of countries 
affected by cholera, 

the resources that were 
available for prevention 
and response are more 

thinly spread
HENRY GRAY, HEALTH EMERGENCY OFFICER, 

WHO

Cholera is contracted 
from a bacterium that 
is generally transmit-
ted through contami-
nated food or water
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Xi says China, Central Asia 
must ‘fully unleash’ potential

AFP | Beijing

Xi Jinping called on China and 
Central Asia to “fully unleash” 

their potential in trade, economic 
and infrastructure cooperation 
yesterday, as he wrapped up a 
landmark summit with heads of 
state from the strategically vital 
region.

The Chinese leader is hosting 
the leaders of Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan at a summit in 
Xi’an in northern China this week 
-- a meeting Beijing has said is of 
“milestone” significance.

Beijing says trade with Central 
Asia reached $70 billion in 2022 
and expanded 22 percent year-on-
year in the first quarter of 2023.

The region is also a crucial link 
in China’s trillion-dollar global 
infrastructure project, the Belt 
and Road Initiative.

Speaking to regional leaders, Xi 
said the countries must “fully un-
leash the potential of traditional 
cooperation in economy, trade, 
industrial capacity, energy and 
transport,” according to a state 
media readout.

He also stressed the need to de-
velop “new growth drivers... such 
as finance, agriculture, poverty 
reduction, low carbon, health, and 
digital innovation”.

“China and Central Asian coun-
tries should deepen strategic mu-
tual trust, and always offer clear 
and strong support for each other 
on issues of core interests.”

Belt and Road is a defining geo-
political project for Xi, with Bei-
jing keen to restart cooperation 
and fill the vacuum left in former 
Soviet states by Russia’s war in 
Ukraine.

Yesterday, Xi said the region 
and China must “take the lead” in 
that project and “deepen strategic 
mutual trust”.

Hundreds of millions of life years lost to pandemic: WHO
AFP | Geneva

Nearly 337 million life years 
were lost in the two first 

years of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, as millions of people died 
prematurely, the World Health 
Organization said yesterday.

The UN health agency’s an-
nual world statistics report also 
showed a swelling threat from 
non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) such as heart disease, 
cancer and diabetes.

The most dramatic finding, 
based on data up to 2022, was 
the estimate of how many years 
of life Covid had taken, WHO 
said.

The pandemic has wreaked 
global devastation and officially 
killed nearly seven million peo-

ple, with the true figure believed 
to be closer to 20 million.

The WHO report lays bare how 
the virus itself and the broader 
impact of the crisis abruptly 
cut short the lives of millions 
of people.

While the WHO officially reg-

istered 5.4 million Covid deaths 
in 2020 and 2021, its excess 
mortality data shows around 
14.9 million people actually like-
ly died due to the crisis over that 
period.

Even more striking, perhaps, 
it said the statistics show that 

during those two years alone, 
Covid resulted in the loss glob-
ally of 336.8 million years that 
otherwise would have been 
lived.

Tsunami alert lifted after 7.7-magnitude Pacific quake
AFP | Sydney

A tsunami warning in the 
Pacific has been lifted af-

ter a 7.7-magnitude earthquake 
struck yesterday, sending many 
islanders fleeing coastal areas.

The quake hit at 0257 GMT, 
prompting people on multiple 
South Pacific islands to race to 
higher ground as sirens warned 
of possible hazardous waves.

“Based on all available data 
the tsunami threat from this 
earthquake has now passed,” 
the Pacific Tsunami Warning 
Center said in a statement.

It forecasted “minor sea level 
fluctuations” over the next few 
hours.

The Honolulu-based body 
had earlier issued tsunami 

warnings for coastal areas with-
in 1,000 kilometres (620 miles) 
of the epicentre, which lay east 
of the French Pacific territory of 
New Caledonia.

Vanuatu had been identi-
fied as the island threatened 
with the largest waves from the 
quake.

Benie Simo, a local tour oper-

ator on Mystery Island in Vanu-
atu, said he received a govern-
ment warning via text message 
to evacuate and moved to higher 
ground.

The waves, he said, were com-
ing up “really high”, describing 
them as being about one to two 
metres (three to six feet) tall and 
noting that so far there were no 
reports of damage.

People look out toward the seafront from the Vierge du Pacifique in Noumea 
after an earthquake hit the island

Chinese President Xi Jinping pose with other leaders for a group photo

China and Central Asian 
countries should deepen 
strategic mutual trust, 
and always offer clear 
and strong support for 
each other on issues of 

core interests
XI JINPING

A person walks by tributes in art made in Brooklyn, New York City

The statistics show 
that during 2020 and 
2021, Covid resulted 

in the loss globally of 
336.8 million years 

that otherwise would 
have been lived
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Earthquakes are 
common along the Pa-
cific “Ring of Fire”, an 
arc of intense seismic 
activity that stretches 

through Southeast 
Asia and across the 

Pacific basin

1498 1609 1927 1990
Portuguese explorer Vasco da 
Gama arrives at Calicut, India 
becoming the first European 
to reach India by sea

Shakespeare’s Sonnets are 
first published in London, 
perhaps illicitly, by publish-
er Thomas Thorpe

Treaty of Jeddah is signed between the 
United Kingdom and Ibn Saud recognizing 
the independence of the Kingdom of Hejaz 
and Nejd, the forerunner of Saudi Arabia

Hubble Space Tel-
escope sends its 1st 
photographs from 
space
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