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Five killed in 
Honduras plane 
crash, no survivors
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 

Four Canadians and an 
American pilot died 

Saturday when their small 
plane plunged into the sea 
off the Honduran island of 
Roatan where they were va-
cationing, firefighters said.

The plane crashed near 
the town of Dixon Cove, a 
few minutes after taking off 
from the island’s airport, 
rescuers said.

The dead were identi-
fied as Bradley Post, Bailey 
Sony, Tomy Dubler and pilot 
Patrick Forseth. The other 
Canadian pilot, Anthony 
Dubler, briefly survived the 
crash but died at the Roatan 
hospital of his injuries.

The causes of the crash 
and the registration infor-
mation for the aircraft were 
not immediately available.

UN peacekeeper 
killed in Mali
United Nations, United 
States

A Nigerian peacekeeper 
was killed Saturday in 

an attack on the United Na-
tions’ stabilization mission 
in Mali, the UN said. 

The victim “succumbed 
to his wounds following the 
armed attack by unidenti-
fied assailants” in Timbuk-
tu, a statement said. A Nige-
rian peacekeeper was also 
injured.

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres was “deeply 
saddened” by the assault, 
which he said could amount 
to a war crime. 

Ecstatic Australian conservatives bask in election glory
Sydney, Australia

Australia Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison yesterday  

basked in the glow of a “miracle” 
election victory that sparked 
praise from the US president, 
soul searching on the left and 
speculation about what policies 
he will pursue.

Morrison’s Liberal-National 
coalition bucked the polls to se-
cure a victory for the ages, but 
it remained unclear if he would 
garner enough votes to have a 
parliamentary majority or need 
to govern with the help of inde-
pendents.

The latest incomplete projec-
tions from the Australian Elec-
toral Commission yesterday 
showed his party at six short of 
the 76 seats needed for a major-
ity in parliament.

Projections by national broad-
caster ABC showed the coalition 
with 73 seats, and leading in the 
count in four others.

The 51-year-old Morrison may 
yet have to depend on ecolog-
ically-minded independents 
to pass legislation and manage 
deep divisions within his frac-
tious coalition with no room for 
defections.

As awed Australian pundits 
declared Morrison a campaign-
ing “legend”, US President Don-
ald Trump got in on the act, 
sending a congratulatory tweet.

The two men spoke by phone 
after the results came in, vowing 
“close cooperation on shared 
priorities”, according to White 
House account of the call.

Trump’s allies will be quick to 
claim Morrison’s win as another 
victory in the global march of 
populism.

But the results showed a more 
mixed message from an elector-
ate that appears increasingly 
split on the significant issues of 
the day.

Brash billionaire Clive Palmer  
-- who explicitly styled himself 
on Trump in a free-spending 
countrywide campaign that 
promised to “Make Australia 
Great” -- appears to have failed 

to win a single parliamentary 
seat.

Ex-prime minister Tony Ab-
bott -- the poster boy for the 
right wing of the Liberal party 
-- was unceremoniously turfed 
out of office after 25 years hold-
ing the same seat, with voters 
opting for a green independent.

Challenging economic outlook
Despite his high political 

stock, Morrison may face a rocky 
three-year term. 

First, he will have to contend 

with a challenging economic 
outlook and figure out how to 
pay for a budget based on im-
probable growth forecasts.

After almost three decades 
of robust economic growth, 
Australia’s economy is showing 
signs of stalling.

The central bank is widely ex-
pected to cut interest rates when 
it meets next month, in a bid to 
counter a housing market dip, 
stagnant wages and a weakening 
labour market.

Morrison finds himself in the 

unusual position of having made 
few promises to the electorate 
beyond extending tax cuts.

His campaign was relentless 
and disciplined  -- appearing 
on the stump before voters day-
after-day to warn that the main 
opposition Labor party would 
tax voters into oblivion and that 
its chief, former trade union 
leader Bill Shorten, could not 
be trusted.

Enough Australians agreed, 
offering a clear rebuke of Short-
en and his policies. But it is less 

clear what they voted for.
In coal-rich Queensland, vot-

ers backed new mining projects 
that would bring jobs, but which 
are fiercely opposed in much of 
the rest of the country.

The divisions within Morri-
son’s Liberals were already clear 
to see Sunday, with right and 
centrist factions racing to fill the 
policy void.

Some demanded an imme-
diate loosening of rules on 
fossil fuel exploration, while 
moderates hinted at a re-
think of the party’s climate  
scepticism.

“I have to say to you on climate 
change, it is real. We take it very 
seriously,” said Morrison’s dep-
uty, Treasurer Josh Frydenberg.

Inside the vanquished Labor 
party, Shorten’s defeat and quick 
resignation prompted an imme-
diate jockeying for leadership, 
with several party stalwarts -- 
including long-time contender 
from the party’s left Anthony 
Albanese -- set to throw their 
hats in the ring.

Party officials defended their 
decision to set out their policies 
in detail -- which critics said 
provided Morrison with too big 
a target and made the vote a ref-
erendum on Shorten.

At least one other group was 
also licking their wounds.

Usually reliable pollsters had 
spectacularly failed to predict 
the election outcome and will 
be picking over the numbers for 
days and weeks to come to see 
what went wrong.

Australia’s newly elected Prime Minister Scott Morrison (C) arrives to deliver a victory speech with his family after winning the Australia’s general election in Sydney

India’s marathon election ends
Kolkata, India

Voting ended yesterday 
in India’s  marathon 
election that will decide 

whether Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi gets a second term 
in power.

As the final polling booths 
closed, a huge security cordon 
was thrown around the voting 
machines and boxes of paper 
ballots used for the world’s big-
gest election before the official 
count starts on Thursday.

Several early exit polls re-
leased by Indian media pre-
dicted that Modi’s right-wing 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will 
lose seats but with allies would 
still secure a majority of the 542 
seats fought.

The opposition Congress par-
ty was predicted to more than 
double its 2014 tally of 42 seats. 
The polls have in the past been 
notoriously unreliable, however, 
adding to the political jitters.

Tens of thousands of police 
and paramilitaries were on duty 
in West Bengal state -- a symbol 
of the mounting tensions be-
tween the BJP and opposition 
parties during the six weeks 
of voting that has focused on 
Modi’s record since his landslide 
win five years ago.

Long queues formed outside 
polling stations across the east-
ern state but the BJP and its ri-
vals again accused each other 
of using violence, fraud and in-
timidation.

An improvised bomb was 
thrown at one Kolkata polling 
station and security forces in-
tervened to stop BJP, commu-
nist and other groups blocking 
different booths across the state 
capital that was hit by two days 

of street battles last week.
Conjoined twins Sabah and 

Farah voted in the city of Pat-
na in eastern Bihar state and 
102-year-old Shyam Saran Negi, 
who has taken part in every vote 
since independence in 1947, cast 
his ballot in mountainous Him-
achal Pradesh state, highlighting 
the huge diversity of the exer-

cise.
Modi’s constituency in Vara-

nasi, the Hindu holy city in 
northern Uttar Pradesh state, 
was also among those to vote.

 $7 billion outlay
The Delhi-based Centre for 

Media Studies estimates that the 
outlay on this election could top 

$7 billion, making it one of the 
priciest contests globally -- with 
the lion’s share of the spending 
by the BJP trying to woo India’s 
900 million eligible voters.

Lots of it has been spent on 
social media, with the parties 
using armies of “cyber warri-
ors” to bombard India’s hun-
dreds of millions of Facebook 

and WhatsApp users with  
messages.

Fake news and doctored im-
ages have abounded, including 
of Gandhi and Modi having 
lunch with Imran Khan, prime 
minister of arch rival Pakistan, 
or of a drunk Priyanka Gandhi, 
a politician and the sister of  
Rahul.

Conjoined twins Sabah and Farah voted in the city of Patna in eastern Bihar

Indian nuns from the Mother Teresa Missionaries of Charities queue to cast their 
votes at a polling station at St. Mary’s School in Kolkata

Elderly Indian voter Kasturi Devi, 101, leaves helped by officials after casting her 
vote at a polling station in Patna
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‘Now our watch is ended’: ‘Game of Thrones’ wraps

Los Angeles, United States

After eight epic years 
of chivalry, sex, death 
and dragons, “Game of 

Thrones” fans worldwide have 
just 79 pulsating minutes re-
maining Sunday to get their fi-
nal fix in one of the most hotly 
anticipated events in TV history.

The blood-spattered tale of 
noble families vying for the Iron 
Throne has just one episode to 
go and buzz is at fever pitch for 
a ratings juggernaut that has de-
molished audience records like a 
Dothraki barbarian finishing off 
a skillet of horse meat.   

“We want people to love it. It 
matters a lot to us. We’ve spent 
11 years doing this,” Dan Weiss, 
who directed the 73rd and final 
episode with fellow showrunner 
David Benioff, told Entertain-

ment Weekly. 
While many will watch at 

home, perhaps with a goblet of 
Dornish red wine and a punnet 
of Braavosi cockles, thousands 
will celebrate and mourn the 
show’s denouement at viewing 
parties in bars, banqueting halls 
and backyards from Alaska to 
Armenia.  One of the darkest 
and most controversial prime-
time series ever made, “GoT” has 
been the target of criticism over 
the years for senseless violence 
and its repeated use of rape as a 
dramatic device.

Hacked, burned, flayed
The scriptwriters have brutal-

ized women, killed children, de-
picted graphic sex and had their 
characters hacked, stabbed, 
flayed, poisoned, decapitated, 
burned alive, eye-gouged and 
eviscerated -- all in glorious 

close-up.
Even principal character Jon 

Snow (Kit Harington), whose 
fellow Night’s Watch troops 
would chant “And now his watch 
is ended” at comrades’ funerals, 
suffered the indignity of being 
briefly dead after a particularly 
violent quarrel.

The adult themes have not 
deterred fans, however, nor the 
industry itself, which has seen 
fit to make it the most decorated 
series in history, with 47 Emmy 
Awards.

Airing in 170 countries under 
its portentous tagline, “Winter 
is Coming,” the show is also 
the most expensive ever, with 
a budget of $15 million per epi-
sode in its final run. 

The season seven finale set an 
all-time US record for premium 
cable TV with 16.5 million people 
watching live or streaming on 

the day of transmission and 15 
million more tuning in later.

Viewing records also tumbled 
across the world, with Britain’s 
Sky Atlantic and OCS in France 
showing episodes in the middle 
of the night in sync with their US 
premieres. Season six was the 
first to move beyond the source 
material, George R.R. Martin’s 
“A Song of Ice and Fire” novels, 
and carve its own path.

Critics said it marked a re-
turn to form, with the narrative 
allowing female characters to 
demonstrate complexity and 
moral agency lacking in some of 
the earlier seasons.

The shortened final two sea-
sons have been more of a mixed 
bag, with many fans furious over 
what they consider poor writing.

 Mass-murdering madness
Mo st  c o n t rove r s i a l  h a s 

been the rapid descent into 
mass-murdering madness by 
Emilia Clarke’s fan favorite Dae-
nerys Targaryen, arguably the 
lead character in an enormous 
ensemble that has called on the 
services of such luminaries as 
Charles Dance, Sean Bean, Jim 
Broadbent and Diana Rigg.

A Change.org petition called 
“Remake Game of Thrones Sea-
son 8 with competent writers” 
had passed one million signa-
tures with more than 24 hours 
to go until Sunday’s finale. 

Assuming there is no do-over, 
the biggest mystery of all re-
mains who will be sitting on the 
Iron Throne and ruling West-
eros when “Game of Thrones” 
comes to an end.

To throw hackers and pirates 
off the scent, Benioff and Weiss 
shot several versions of the final 
episode, a tactic already used for 

“The Sopranos” and “Breaking 
Bad.”

Sophie Turner, who plays 
Sansa Stark, has admitted that 
even she was fooled into believ-
ing a fake version of the ending.

Martin will himself discov-
er the on-screen ending of his 
long-running masterwork be-
fore he has had a chance to con-
clude the fantasy on paper.

T h e  p l o t  l i n e s  f o r  h i s 
long-awaited final two novels in 
the series  -- “The Winds of Win-
ter” and “A Dream of Spring” 
-- were adapted to the screen 
based on outlines Martin gave 
the show’s writers. But there is 
no guarantee they will stick to 
his plan.

“Obviously, I wished I finished 
these books sooner so the show 
hadn’t gotten ahead of me. I nev-
er anticipated that,” Martin once 
told an interviewer.

British actor Kit Harington

US actor Peter Dinklage

British actress Emilia Clarke

British actor Isaac Hempstead WrightArya Stark (Maisie Williams) in Game of Thrones

Turkey says to produce S-500s 
with Russia after S-400 deal

Ankara, Turkey

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Sat-

urday said Turkey and Russia 
would jointly produce S-500 
defence systems after Ankara’s 
controversial purchase of the 
S-400 missile defence system 
from Moscow.

Turkey’s push to buy the 
S-400s has further strained 
already tense relations with 
the United States which has 
repeatedly warned Ankara of 
the risks including sanctions as 
a result of the purchase.

“There is absolutely no 
question of (Turkey) taking 
a step back from the S-400s 
purchase. That is a done deal,” 
Erdogan said in Istanbul.

“There will be joint pro-
duction of the S-500 after the 
S-400,” Erdogan told an audi-
ence of young people asking 
questions.

Ties between NATO allies 
Turkey and the US have frayed 
over multiple issues includ-
ing American support for a 
Syrian Kurdish militia viewed 
as terrorists by Ankara and 
the US failure to extradite a 
Muslim preacher blamed for 
the 2016 coup attempt against  
Erdogan.

Washington says the deal 
with Moscow is a threat to 
Western defence and in April 
suspended deliveries of the 
F-35 stealth fighter jet to Tur-
key in a bid to halt the pur-
chase.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan flashes four fingers and makes the 
Rabia sign as he speaks during holy month of Ramadan, at Istiklal Avenue in 
Istanbul.

Boeing acknowledges flaw
New York, United States

Boeing acknowledged Sat-
urday it had to correct 
flaws in its 737 MAX flight 

simulator software used to train 
pilots, after two deadly crashes 
involving the aircraft that killed 
346 people.

“Boeing has made correc-
tions to the 737 MAX simulator 
software and has provided ad-
ditional information to device 
operators to ensure that the 
simulator experience is repre-
sentative across different flight 
conditions,” it said in a state-
ment.

The company did not indicate 

when it first became aware of 
the problem, and whether it 
informed regulators.

Its statement marked the 
first time Boeing acknowledged 
there was a design flaw in soft-
ware linked to the 737 MAX, 
whose MCAS anti-stall software 
has been blamed in large part 
for the Ethiopian Airlines trag-
edy.

According to Boeing, the 
flight simulator software was 
incapable of reproducing cer-
tain flight conditions similar to 
those at the time of the Ethio-
pian Airlines crash in March or 
the Lion Air crash in October.

The company said the lat-

est “changes will improve the 
simulation of force loads on the 
manual trim wheel,” a rarely 
used manual wheel to control 
the plane’s angle. 

“Boeing is working closely 
with the device manufacturers 
and regulators on these changes 
and improvements, and to en-
sure that customer training is 
not disrupted,” it added.

Southwest Airlines, a major 
737 MAX customer with 34 of 
the aircraft in its fleet, told AFP 
it expected to receive the first 
simulator “late this year.”

American Airlines, which has 
24 of the aircraft, said it had or-
dered a 737 MAX simulator 

that will be delivered and put 
into operation in December.

“As a result of the continuing 
investigation into both aircraft 
accidents, we are looking at the 
potential for additional training 
opportunities in coordination 
with the FAA (Federal Aviation 
Administration) and Allied Pi-
lots Association,” it added.

The planes have been ground-
ed around the world, awaiting 
approval from US and interna-
tional regulators before they can 
return to service.

Only Air Canada has a MAX 
simulator, industry sources said. 

A Boeing 787-8 from LAN Air Lines is seen on the tarmac of LAX Los Angeles airport


