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King Hamad, Queen Elizabeth honours showjumping champions 
TDT | London

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II of the United King-
dom and Northern Ireland yes-
terday attend a ceremony to 
honour the winners of military 
showjumping championship 
held yesterday for the Cup of 
HM the King as part of the Royal 
Windsor Horse Show.

HM the King’s Personal Rep-
resentative, Supreme Coun-
cil for the Environment (SCE) 
President His Highness Shaikh 
Abdulla bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, 
HM the King’s Representative 
for Charity Works and Youth 
Affairs and Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports (SCYS) 
Chairman HH Shaikh Nass-
er bin Hamad Al Khalifa and 
SCYS First Deputy Chairman, 
Bahrain Olympic Committee 
(BOC) President and Head of 

the Bahrain Athletics Associa-
tion (BAA) HH Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa attended. He 
was accompanied by HH Shaikh 
Faisal bin Rashid Al-Khalifa, 
Chairman of the Bahrain Roy-
al Equestrian and Endurance 
Federation, Supreme Council 
for the Environment Vice Pres-
ident.

Sultan Ibrahim Ibni Almar-
hum Sultan Iskandar Al-Haj of 

Johor Province, senior officials, 
invitees, members of the delega-
tion accompanying HM the King 
and equestrian sport fans were 
also present at the ceremony.

His Majesty King Hamad and 
HM Queen Elizabeth II crowned 
the BDF Military Sports Team 
which won HM the King’s Cup 
after winning the showjumping 
championship. Led by Khalid Al 
Khatery, the team also includes 

Ahmed Mansour and Saber Sal-
man. His Majesty King Ham-
ad and HM Queen Elizabeth II 
crowned the winners in differ-
ent other competitions.

HM the King crowned UAE 
rider Ghanim Said with HM the 
King’s Cup and congratulated 
him on winning the 120-kilo-
metre-long endurance race.

HH Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad 
Al-Khalifa honoured the win-
ners of HM Showjumping Cup 
as well as the top riders who 
took part yesterday in the 120 
KM and 80km-qualification en-
durance races.

The Dubai Police Knights and 
the British Royal Army Cavalry 
stage shows won the attendees’ 
admiration.

King Hamad expressed deep-
est thanks to HM Queen Eliza-
beth II for her kind invitation 
to attend this international fes-
tival, as well as a warm welcome 
and generous hospitality.

HM King and Queen Elizabeth II attend a ceremony to honour the winners

Bahrain postal service receives top UN honour
TDT | Manama

Mohammed Zafran

Bahrain’s has achieved a 
high honour for its out-
standing level of postal 

service in the implementation of 
a key international project. 

Bahrain, represented by Bah-
rain post and the Ministry of 
Transportation and Telecom-
munications, was honoured 

with the Universal Postal Union 
Quality of Service Fund award 
for the outstanding implemen-
tation of a ‘Global Monitoring 
System’  (GMS) project.  

Universal Postal Union (UPU) 
is a specialised agency of the 
United Nations (UN) that coor-
dinates postal policies among 
member nations, in addition to 
the worldwide postal system. 
The UPU contains four bodies 
consisting of the Congress, the 

Council of Administration (CA), 
the Postal Operations Coun-
cil (POC) and the International 
Bureau (IB).  According to UPU, 
GMS is a state-of-the-art meas-
urement system managed by the 
UPU International Bureau. 

“Its primary objective is to 
provide each participant with 
accurate, high-quality opera-
tional results. This information 
can be used to determine UPU 
terminal dues remuneration, 

according to a performance bo-
nus system established within 
the UPU, and to contribute to in-
formed decisions on operational 
and quality improvement.” UPU 
stated.

Transportation and Telecom-
munications Minister, Kamal 
Ahmed said that it is a proud 
achievement for Bahrain post. 
He commended Bahrain post’s 
management and employees for 
their hard work. 

Citizens’ contribution key to 
development: Deputy King

TDT | Manama 

Deputy King, His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman 

bin Hamad Al Khalifa yes-
terday stressed Kingdom’s 
commitment to achieving its 
forward-looking development 
goals, which places citizens at 
the heart of all development 
efforts.

Prince Salman was visiting 
the Majlis of the Chairman of 
Shura Council Ali bin Saleh 
Al Saleh, the Majlis of the Al 
Arrayed family, and the Majlis 
of the late Mohammed Yousif 
Jalal and his sons.

“Citizens’ contribution to 
the Kingdom’s comprehensive 
development led by His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa plays a key role in ad-
vancing Bahrain’s positioning 
on the regional and interna-
tional arenas,” said HRH Prince 
Salman.

HRH Prince Salman further 
extended his gratitude and ap-

preciation to Bahraini citizens 
on their commitment to the 
Kingdom’s development. 

Moving on, the Deputy 
King hailed the far-reaching 
multilateral ties that exist be-
tween Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait, thanking the con-
tinual support they extend 
to the Kingdom across all  
sectors.

The Deputy King also laud-
ed the role of the Legislative 
Authority in attaining vari-
ous national achievements, 
stressing the importance of 
further enhancing coopera-
tion between the Legislative 
Authority and the Executive 
Authority. 

For their part, the Majlis 
hosts and guests expressed 
their gratitude for His Royal 
Highness’s visit.

His Highness Shaikh Isa bin 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
accompanied His Royal High-
ness during his Majlis visits.

Deputy King during a Majlis

Withdrawal 
underway
AFP | Hodeida, Yemen 

The UN confirmed a 
withdrawal by Yemen’s 
Huthis from three Red 

Sea ports had begun yesterday, 
while a senior pro-government 
official accused them of faking 
the pullout.

The pullback is a first step 
in implementing a hard-won 
ceasefire deal reached between 
Yemen’s internationally-rec-
ognised government and the 
Iran-backed Huthis late last  
year.

“Yes, it has begun,” said UN 
spokesman Farhan Haq, when 
asked whether redeployment 
of Huthi troops was underway.  

Sources close to the Huthis 
said that the ports were handed 
over to coastguard personnel 
who were in charge before the 

rebels took over almost five 
years ago.

A photographer at Saleef 
port saw  Huthi troops leave 
the facility, and men dressed 
in coastguard uniforms enter, 
adding that these movements 
were observed by the UN.

But the govenor of Hodei-
da, Al-Hasan Taher, said the 

Huthis were merely reshuffling 
personnel.

“The Huthis are staging a 
new ploy by handing over the 
ports of Hodeida, Saleef and 
Ras Issa to themselves without 
any monitoring by the United 
Nations and the government 
side,” the government-appoint-
ed official said.

Huthi rebels stand at attention at the Saleef port in the Red Sea port of 
Hodeidah

US sends naval 
strike group 

Washington, United States

The United States con-
firmed yesterday it is 

deploying an amphibious 
assault ship and a Patriot 
missile battery to bolster 
an aircraft carrier and B-52 
bombers already sent to the 
Gulf. In response to alleged 
threats from Iran, the USS 
Arlington, which transports 
marines, amphibious vehi-
cles, conventional landing 
craft and rotary aircraft, and 
the Patriot air defence sys-
tem will join the Abraham 
Lincoln carrier group, the 
Pentagon announced.

The carrier and a B-52 
bomber task force were or-
dered towards the Gulf, as 
Washington reiterated that 
intelligence reports sug-
gested Iran was planning 
some sort of attack in the 
region.

Premier calls for joint action
TDT | Manama 

His Royal  Highness 
Prime Minister Prince 
Khalifa bin Salman Al 

Khalifa yesterday called for 
joint action to face regional 
challenges, maintain securi-
ty and stability and fast-track 
growth.

In this regard, HRH the Pre-
mier pointed out the success of 
the UAE which started in the era 
of late Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan 
Al Nahyan and continued by 
his sons.

HRH the Premier was speak-
ing as he received yesterday 
members of the Royal Fami-
ly, senior officials and visiting 
Kuwaiti journalist and Edi-
tor-in-Chief of Kuwaiti Al-
Khaleej newspaper Ahmed Is-

mail Bahbahani.
T h e  P r e m i e r  s t r e s s e d 

deep-rooted fraternal relations 
between Bahrain and Kuwait, 
taking pride in strong ties bind-
ing both countries. 

The PM lauded the key role 
of the Amir of Kuwait Shaikh 
Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al 

Sabah and his contributions to 
serving humanity and promot-
ing peace and stability all over 
the world. 

The Prime Minister reiterat-
ed respect of the Bahraini peo-
ple for Kuwait’s contribution 
to the development efforts in 
Bahrain. 

HRH PM receiving Royal family members, senior officials yesterday

Modern infrastructure key to development 
TDT | Manama 

HRH the Crown Prince 
yesterday stressed the 
importance of continu-

ing to implement wide-ranging 
projects that further develop 
the Kingdom’s infrastructure.

“A modern and efficient in-
frastructure plays a key role 
in attracting investments and 
stimulates innovation,” said His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa while 
highlighting the important role 
the private sector plays in the 
Kingdom’s infrastructure de-
velopment. 

“The Kingdom’s major in-
frastructure projects represent 
a pillar of Bahrain’s economic 
advancement and stimulate the 
creation of further jobs for cit-
izens,” said the Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander, 
and First Deputy Prime Min-
ister. 

HRH the Crown Prince was 
visiting the Majlis of the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Bah-

rain Defence Force, HE Field 
Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa, the Majlis of 
Prince Faisal bin Mohamed bin 
Shuraim Al-Marri, the Majlis of 
Abdulla bin Hamad Al Noaimi, 
and the Majlis of the Al Jalahma 
family. 

HH Shaikh Nasser bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa, the Representa-
tive of HM the King for Charity 
Works and Youth Affairs, Pres-
ident of the Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports and HH 
Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the First Deputy Presi-
dent of the Supreme Council for 
Youth and Sports and Chairman 

of the Bahrain Olympic Com-
mittee, were present at HRH’s 
visit to the Majlis of Prince Fais-
al bin Mohamed bin Shuraim 
Al-Marri.

 Speaking on the occasion, the 
Crown Prince said the King-
dom’s far-reaching efforts to 
achieve its sustainable develop-
ment goals are in line with His 
Majesty the King’s comprehen-
sive development programme.

HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa and HH Shai-
kh Mohammed bin Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa accompanied 
HRH the Crown Prince to the 
Majlis visits.

HRH Crown Prince during a Majlis visit yesterday

‘Ready to 
respond’
Reuters | Riyadh

Saudi Arabia said yester-
day that it wants to avert 
war in the region but 

stands ready to respond with 
“all strength”, telling Iran that 
the ball was now in its court.

Riyadh has accused Tehran 
of ordering Tuesday’s drone 
strikes on two oil pumping sta-
tions in the kingdom, claimed 
by Yemen’s Iran-aligned 
Houthi group. Two days ear-
lier, four vessels, including 
two Saudi oil tankers, were 
sabotaged off the coast of the 
United Arab Emirates.

“The kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia does not want a war in the 
region nor does it seek that,” 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Adel al-Jubeir told a 
news conference.

“It will do what it can to pre-
vent this war and at the same 
time it reaffirms that in the 
event the other side chooses 
war, the kingdom will respond 
with all force and determina-
tion, and it will defend itself 
and its interests.”

Saudi Arabia’s King Salman 
on Sunday invited Gulf and 
Arab leaders to convene emer-
gency summits in Mecca on 
May 30 to discuss implications 
of the attacks.

“The current critical cir-
cumstances entail a unified 
Arab and Gulf stance toward 
the besetting challenges and 
risks,” the UAE foreign ministry 
said in a statement.

UAE has not blamed anyone 
for the tanker sabotage opera-
tion, pending an investigation. 
No-one has claimed responsi-
bility, but two US government 
sources said last week that US 
officials believed Iran had en-
couraged the Houthi group 
or Iraq-based Shia militias to 
carry it out.

The drone strike on oil 

pumping stations, which Ri-
yadh said did not disrupt out-
put or exports, was claimed by 
the Houthis, who have been 
battling a Saudi-led military 
coalition in a war in Yemen 
since 2015.

A Norwegian insurers’ re-
port said Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards were “highly likely” 
to have facilitated the attack 
on vessels near the UAE’s Fu-
jairah emirate, the main bun-
kering hub lying just outside 
the Strait of Hormuz.

Saudi Prince calls Pompeo
Washington has tightened 

economic sanctions against 
Iran, trying to cut Tehran’s oil 
exports to zero, and beefed up 
the US military presence in the 
Gulf in response to what it said 
were Iranian threats to United 
States troops and interests.

Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman discussed regional 
developments, including ef-
forts to strengthen security 
and stability, in a phone call 
with US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, the Saudi Media 
Ministry tweeted yesterday.

“We want peace and stabil-
ity in the region but we will 
not sit on our hands in light 
of the continuing Iranian at-
tack,” Jubeir said. “The ball 
is in Iran’s court and it is up 
to Iran to determine what its 
fate will be.”

Adel al-Jubeir

Bahrain, US to hold “Peace to Prosperity” workshop
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain and the United 
States will jointly host 
a “Peace to Prosperity” 

economic workshop in Mana-
ma to encourage investment in 
Palestine. 

The workshops, on 25 and 26 
June 2019, will bring together 
government, civil society, and 
business leaders from across the 
region and the world to share 
ideas, discuss strategies, and 
galvanize support for potential 
economic investments and ini-
tiatives. 

 “Peace to Prosperity” will fa-
cilitate discussions for a pros-
perous future for the Palestinian 
people and the region, including 
enhancements to economic gov-
ernance, development of human 
capital, and facilitation of rapid 
private-sector growth. 

 “I look forward to these im-

portant discussions about a 
vision that will offer Palestini-
ans exciting new opportunities 
to realize their full potential.   
This workshop will engage 
leaders from across the entire 
Middle East to promote eco-
nomic growth and opportunity 
for the people in this important 
region,” said United States Sec-
retary of the Treasury Steven T. 
Mnuchin.

 “The workshop underscores 
the close strategic partnership 
between Bahrain and the United 
States as well as the strong and 
shared interest in creating thriv-
ing economic opportunities that 
benefit the region,” said Bahrain 
Minister of Finance and Nation-
al Economy Shaikh Salman bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa.

Separately, Foreign Minister, 
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa, said that 
the “Peace to Prosperity” work-
shop will address the economic 
and investment needs of the 
Palestinian people while sup-
porting the development of the 
region in general. 

The Kingdom, the Minister 
said, will exert “all efforts that 
would lead to investment in in-
frastructure and the develop-
ment of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, and enable the Palestinian 
people to prosper.”

He underlined the close part-
nership between the Kingdom 
of Bahrain and the United States 
of America, stressing their 
common interest in promoting 
thriving economic opportuni-
ties in Palestine and the wider 
region. 

The Foreign Minister stressed 
that the next stage requires all 
parties to join forces and inte-
grate efforts to create a bright 
economic future for the benefit 
of all peoples in the region.

In another statement, the 
Minister of Industry, Commerce 
and Tourism, Zayed bin Rashid 
Al Zayani, noted that Bahrain 
and its private sector are keen 
to take advantage of the op-
portunities that this workshop 
provides. 

The Minister said sustaina-
ble growth requires open trade 
and joint strategic projects that 
benefit all.

Shaikh Khalid

Katyusha rocket 
crashes into 
Baghdad Green 
Zone

Baghdad, Iraq 

A K a t y u s h a  r o c k e t 
crashed yesterday into 

Baghdad’s Green Zone 
which houses government 
offices and embassies in-
cluding the US mission, Ira-
qi security services said in a 
statement.

The rocket -- which came 
after Washington ordered 
the evacuation of non-es-
sential diplomatic staff 
from the Baghdad embas-
sy and the Arbil consulate 
citing threats from Ira-
nian-backed Iraqi armed 
groups -- caused no casual-
ties, it said.

“A  K a t y u s h a  ro c ke t 
crashed into the Green Zone 
without causing casualties,” 
it said in a brief statement 
without giving further de-
tails.


