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Blue Origin launches rocket with used booster for first time
AFP | Washington, United States

Blue Origin, the US space com-
pany of Amazon founder Jeff 

Bezos, yesterday successfully 
reused and recovered a booster 
for its New Glenn rocket, con-
firming its mastery of a technical 
feat that could boost its launch 
cadence and expand its rivalry 
with SpaceX. But the uncrewed 
mission also suffered a partial 
setback: the satellite carried into 
space by the rocket did not settle 
into the right orbit.

The company has launched 
the New Glenn twice before, 
but only with new rocket boost-
ers. It has previously launched 
its smaller New Shepard rock-
et, primarily used for suborbi-
tal space tourism, with reused 
components in a less technically 
challenging operation.

The novel recycling approach 
comes amid fierce competition 
between Bezos’s firm and fellow 
tech titan Elon Musk’s SpaceX, 

which has also recovered a 
booster from a launched rocket.

The New Glenn rocket, stand-
ing at 98 meters (321 feet) tall, 
lifted off from Florida’s Cape 
Canaveral with its reused boost-
er at about 7:25 am (1125 GMT) 
carrying a communications sat-
ellite for the company AST Spac-
eMobile.

After liftoff, the rocket’s two 
stages separated, with the upper 
stage continuing its journey car-
rying the satellite into space. Its 
booster successfully landed on a 
floating platform in the Atlantic 
Ocean about nine minutes and 
30 seconds after takeoff.

Blue Origin said later in a 
statement on X that the satel-
lite turned on properly but was 
placed in “an off-nominal orbit.” 
The gravity of this error was 
not immediately known. The 
company said it was assessing 
the mishap.

In November, Blue Origin re-
covered a New Glenn booster 

for the first time, succeeding 
in the complex technical chal-
lenge that culminated with a 
controlled vertical landing on a 
floating platform.

A previous attempt in January 
2025 to recover the booster was 
unsuccessful after its engines 
failed to reignite during descent.

The booster used in Sunday’s 
launch was refurbished after 
its previous flight. For this first 
reuse, the company replaced all 
of its engines and made several 
other modifications.

The New Glenn is at the heart 
of Bezos’s space ambitions as he 
competes with Musk in NASA’s 
Artemis lunar programme, with 
their companies both developing 
lunar landers for the US space 
agency. The United States is 
doubling down on efforts to re-
turn astronauts to the surface of 
the Moon in 2028, before the end 
of President Donald Trump’s 
second term and a deadline set 
by Chinese rivals.

This screen grab taken from a Blue Origin broadcast shows the booster of Blue Origin’s New Glenn rocket landing on a 
floating platform in the Atlantic Ocean

Rat poison found in baby 
food jar in Austria

AFP | Vienna, Austria

Austrian police have found 
rat poison in a baby food 
jar in a probe that has 

seen the company HiPP recall 
the line over suspected tam-
pering, with the firm stating 
yesterday its production process 
was not to blame.

The HiPP brand’s German 
base announced the recall at 
SPAR supermarkets in Austria 
late Friday over the possibility 
that “a hazardous substance” 
was introduced into its “car-
rot with potato” puree through 
tampering.

As part of ongoing investiga-
tions in Germany, police have 
seized jars in Austria, as well as 
the Czech Republic and Slova-
kia, police in Austria’s eastern 
Burgenland province said in a 
statement late Saturday.

“A sample of the seized prod-
uct was examined on Saturday 
afternoon and tested positive 
for rat poison,” they said.

HiPP said on Sunday that 

i ts  “production,  quali-
ty, and control process-
es are fully intact ” and 
the incident “is in no way 
related to product quality or  
production”.

“According to the current 
state of knowledge, as officially 
confirmed by the authorities, 
the case concerns only clearly 
defined sales channels,” a HiPP 
spokesman told AFP.

“Products and distribution 

c h a n -
nels in Germa-

ny or other European coun-
tries that are not part of the 
investigation are not affected,” 
he added.

Consumer warning
Austria’s agency for food pro-

tection said on Saturday that rat 
poison may have been intro-
duced as part of an extortion 

scheme.Customers were asked 
not to consume the product, 
which can be identified by a 
white label with a red circle 
on the bottom of the jar, and 
instead return it to the store 
of purchase. Czech police on 
Sunday on X also warned con-
sumers.The scare is the latest to 
hit the baby food market.

Since December, several man-
ufacturers -- including Europe-
an giants such as Nestle, Danone 
and Lactalis -- have issued re-
calls of infant formula in more 

than 60 countries that could 
be contaminated with 

the toxin cereulide.
Several infants 

who consumed pow-
dered milk containing cereulide 
-- which can cause nausea, vom-
iting and diarrhoea -- have died, 
according to French authorities.

French prosecutors said in 
March the death of one baby 
in January “does not appear 
to be linked” to the infant’s 
consumption of contaminated  
formula.

North Korea fires 
short-range ballistic 
missiles in latest 
weapons tests
AFP | Seoul, South Korea

North Korea test-fired 
multiple short-range 

ballistic missiles yesterday, 
South Korea’s military said, 
the latest in a recent flurry 
of launches by the nucle-
ar-armed state.

The Sunday launches add 
to a series of weapons tests 
Pyongyang has carried out 
in recent weeks, including 
ballistic missiles, anti-war-
ship cruise missiles and 
cluster munitions.

“Our military detected 
several short-range ballis-
tic missiles fired into the 
East Sea from the Sinpo area 
of North Korea at around 
6:10am (GMT 21:10),” South 
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said, referring to a body of 
water also known as the Sea 
of Japan.

“The missiles flew ap-
proximately 140 kilometres 
(86.9 miles), and South Ko-
rean and US intelligence au-
thorities are conducting a 
detailed analysis of their ex-
act specifications,” it added.

Experts carry out controlled blast of WWII bomb near Paris
AFP | Colombes, France

Bomb disposal experts car-
ried out a controlled under-

ground detonation of a World 
War II explosive near Paris on 
Sunday, an AFP journalist re-
ported, after authorities evac-
uated more than a thousand 
residents.

Nearly 800 police cordoned 
off the site in the northwest 
suburb of Colombes, where the 
device was first discovered on 
April 10.

An AFP journalist heard the 
explosion around 3:20 pm (1320 
GMT) as experts detonated the 
bomb in a two-metre-deep (6.5-
foot) pit.

Officials also confirmed the 
operation had been carried out.

The controlled explosion was 
ordered after specialists had 
failed in one bid to remove the 
detonator from the explosive, 

which measured more than one 
metre in length, excluding the 

tail section.
Footage of the operation 

showed rusted metal frag-
ments at the bottom of a sand 
pit,  reinforced with thick 
timber planks and concrete  
walls.

Residents within a 450-metre 
radius were told early Sunday 
to move to local reception cen-
tres. Authorities expect to allow 
them back into their homes lat-
er in the day. Some local roads 
were closed to traffic and public 
transport.

Local official Alexandre Bru-
gere on Thursday had described 
the operation as “risky” and re-
quiring a “high level of prepa-
ration”.

Unexploded World War II 
ordnance is still found across 
Europe, particularly in Germa-
ny where bombs are regular-
ly discovered on construction 
sites, 80 years after the conflict 
ended.

members of the police Explosive ordnance disposal unit (EOD) operating to 
neutralise a bomb from World War II partially uncovered near a residential 
area, in Paris’ northwestern suburb of Colombes

Fire razes 1,000 
'stilt' homes in 
Malaysia's Sabah
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

A huge fire destroyed 
about 1,000 makeshift 

homes, many of them built 
on stilts over water, and dis-
placed thousands of people 
in a coastal village in Malay-
sia's Sabah state yesterday, 
authorities said.

The blaze broke out ear-
ly on Sunday morning in a 
"water village" in Sandakan 
district in Sabah's north-
east, where some of Ma-
laysia's poorest residents, 
including indigenous and 
stateless communities, live 
in closely packed, wooden 
stilt houses.

Eight Children 
Killed in 
Louisiana 
Shooting

AFP

Eight children were killed 
in a shooting spree early 

Sunday in the southern US 
state of Louisiana, in what 
police said appears to have 
been an incident of domes-
tic violence.

The gunman, who was 
not immediately identified, 
was fatally shot by police af-
ter a car chase, officials said.

The incident took place 
in the city of Shreveport, 
in northwestern Louisiana.

“This is a rather exten-
sive crime scene spanning 
between two residences,” 
police Corporal Chris Bor-
delon told a press confer-
ence, adding that a third 
residence was also part of 
the scene being combed by 
investigators.

The victims ranged in age 
from one to 14, Bordelon 
said.

“Some of the children in-
side were his descendants,” 
he added.

Two other people were 
struck by gunfire, but their 
conditions were not imme-
diately known.

The suspect carjacked 
a vehicle and led police 
on a chase before officers 
opened fire and the assail-
ant was killed.

“We do believe him to 
be the only individual that 
fired gunshots at these lo-
cations,” Bordelon said, call-
ing the incident a “domestic 
disturbance.”

The United States, where 
firearms are readily avail-
able, is a frequent scene of 
gun violence, with thou-
sands of people killed every 
year.

“It’s a terrible morning 
in Shreveport and we all 
mourn with the victims,” 
Mayor Tom Arceneaux said 
at the press conference.


