
12

10 Awards Cement Zain Bahrain’s Network Leadership in Kingdom07BUSINESS

REGION
W O R L D

EIGHT CHILDREN 
KILLED, TWO HURT   
IN SHOOTING 
Eight children, aged 
between one and 14, were 
killed and two others 
injured in a shooting.| 
P10

MONDAY 
APRIL, 2026 

220 FILS 
ISSUE NO. 

110628

GCC doubles down on diplomacy and stability

United stay unbeaten in big tests under Carrick 14 SPORTS

20TWITTER
@newsofbahrain

INSTAGRAM
newsofbahrain_

THREADS
newsofbahrain_

LINKEDIN
newsofbahrain

WHATSAPP
38444692

FACEBOOK
/NEWSOFBAHRAIN1
MAIL
mail@newsofbahrain.com

WEBSITE
newsofbahrain.com

Post-War National 
Action Begins

220 fils (includes VAT)

Authorities have warned 
the public about a 

fraudulent text message 
circulating on social me-
dia that falsely claims re-
cipients have been issued a 
traffic fine.

Officials urged residents 
to avoid interacting with 
suspicious links and to rely 
only on official channels for 
verification or payment, in-
cluding the National Portal 
and the MyGov application.

Scam Alert

Skies over Bahrain and 
across the Gulf had wit-

nessed a striking celestial 
event yesterday evening, as 
the waxing crescent moon 
aligned with the Pleiades 
star cluster.

Venus, the brightest ob-
ject after the Moon, was also 
visible just below the cres-
cent, completing the scene.

Bahrain Skies 
Witness Rare  
Celestial Show

Bahrain Airport Services 
announced its member-

ship in the International 
Air Transport Association’s 
(IATA) Ground Handling 
Partnership Programme 
(GHP) for 2026, reflecting 
its commitment to global 
standards in airport ground 
operations.

The company said the 
move underscores its con-
tinued efforts to enhance 
operational efficiency, safe-
ty, and reliability in ground 
handling services at Bahrain 
International Airport, align-
ing with internationally rec-
ognised best practices in the 
aviation sector.

The GHP programme 
aims to strengthen cooper-
ation between airlines and 
ground service providers, 
improve industry standards, 
and enhance overall opera-
tional performance across 
the aviation ecosystem.

Airport Services 
Growth Success

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa has direct-

ed a series of decisive national 
measures following a high-level 
meeting with senior officials, 
focusing on strengthening state 
resilience and addressing secu-
rity and institutional gaps in the 
wake of recent regional tensions.

A central decision from the 
meeting was assigning His Roy-

al Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, to 
lead the implementation of com-
prehensive and urgent reforms. 
These include programmes to 

address any identified gaps in 
the defence and economic sec-
tors, alongside broader meas-
ures to enhance national prepar-
edness and stability.

His Majesty also ordered the 

immediate initiation of legal 
proceedings against individuals 
found to have betrayed the na-
tion or compromised its security 
and stability. In addition, a full 
review of citizenship entitle-

ment cases will be conducted, 
applying legal procedures where 
necessary.

During the meeting, His Maj-
esty stressed that the Kingdom 
is managing the challenges aris-
ing from recent developments 
through strong coordination be-
tween defence, security, and civ-
il defence authorities, supported 
by national unity and effective 
government response systems.

Reaffirming Bahrain’s posi-
tion, His Majesty emphasized 
a continued commitment to re-
solving regional crises through 
peaceful and diplomatic chan-
nels that support stability and 
the interests of the wider region.

The directives reflect a firm 
state approach aimed at rein-
forcing national security, ensur-
ing accountability, and strength-
ening institutional readiness for 
the next phase.

• Launch Decisive 
Post-War Measures 

•  Action on Security, 
Citizenship Cases

•  HRH Crown Prince 
Tasked With National 
Reform Drive

 Strong Economic Shift 

The Gulf economy continues 
to demonstrate structural 

resilience and growing diver-
sification even amid persistent 
regional tensions, underscoring 
its expanding role in supporting 
global economic stability and 
supply chains.

Speaking at a dialogue ses-
sion at the Middle East Insti-
tute in Washington, Shaikh 
Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, 
Bahrain’s Minister of Finance 
and National Economy, said that 
while geopolitical developments 
remain a concern, the Gulf re-
gion’s economic fundamentals 
remain strong and increasingly 
adaptive.

He warned that recent attacks 
on Gulf states and Jordan reflect 
broader attempts to destabilize 

the region, noting that such ac-
tions extend beyond security 
implications and risk disrupt-
ing global markets, particularly 
energy flows and key industrial 
commodities including alumi-
num, fertilizers, and iron.

Shaikh Salman highlighted 
Bahrain’s economic transfor-
mation as a central outcome of 
this resilience, pointing to the 
Kingdom’s continued progress 
in diversification.

He noted that non-oil sectors 

now account for more than 86% 
of GDP, marking a significant 
structural shift toward a more 
sustainable economic model.

He further emphasized the 
strong recovery capacity of key 
sectors such as tourism and fi-
nancial services, which contin-

ue to support Bahrain’s growth 
trajectory despite external pres-
sures.

The Minister also pointed to 
proactive measures taken by 
the Central Bank of Bahrain to 
safeguard financial stability, in-
cluding liquidity support of 7 

billion Bahraini dinars, adjust-
ments to reserve and liquidity 
requirements, and loan repay-
ment deferrals for individuals 
and businesses—steps he said 
reflect a high level of institu-
tional readiness to manage un-
certainty.

Non-Oil Growth Driving  Economic Stability

We are focused on 
building a stable and 

prosperous future
SHAIKH SALMAN BIN KHALIFA AL KHALIFA

Officials at the dialogue session at the Middle East Institute in Washington, D.C. 

Bahrain is expected to expe-
rience a week of changing 

weather conditions, starting 
with relatively stable and partly 
cloudy skies today. From tom-
morow onwards, conditions are 
expected to become more un-
settled as humidity rises and 
northerly winds pick up. The 
Kingdom may see scattered 
showers through midweek, with 
humidity levels reaching up to 
90 per cent and slightly cooler 
temperatures below 29°C.

Unstable Weather

Child Protection Unit in Cyberspace, under the 
General Directorate of Anti-Corruption and 

Economic and Electronic Security, has reported 
receiving 113 complaints between the start of 2026 
and April 15.

The unit noted a noticeable shift in the nature of 
cases, highlighting a growing diversity in cybercrime 
patterns targeting children.

This, it said, reflects the evolving tactics used in 
the digital environment and underscores the need 
to continuously upgrade response mechanisms 
and readiness in line with best security and legal 
practices.

Child Cyber Risks

Unit officials discuss the complaints

HM the King HRH Prince Salman
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Dr Mohammed bin Mubar-
ak Juma, Minister of Edu-
cation praised the smooth 

rollout of Bahrain’s blended 
learning system as students re-
turned to government schools 
under a flexible model combining 
classroom and remote education.

Speaking to the media, Dr. Juma 
said remote learning had contin-
ued without disruption since the 
start of the academic phase. The 
ministry is actively monitoring 
digital platforms across schools to 
ensure full readiness and stability.

He confirmed that students 
whose parents opted for in-per-
son learning returned to class-
rooms yesterday following pre-
paratory field visits to ensure 
schools were fully prepared for 
both modes of instruction.

The dual system offers fami-
lies important flexibility, allowing 
them to choose between physical 
attendance and remote learning 

based on their needs and cir-
cumstances.“If only one option 
had been offered, many families 
would have faced difficulties,” 
he said, adding that the blended 
approach had already proven 
effective in previous phases.

Behind the scenes, schools 
spent weeks preparing for the 
rollout. Classrooms were reor-

ganised, student groups final-
ised, and teaching staff deployed 
on campus to ensure both sys-
tems could operate simultane-
ously without disruption.

Schools track daily attend-
ance, coordinating closely with 
parents to monitor engagement 
whether students are in class or 
learning remotely.

TDT | Manama
Hasan Barakat

Bahrain has increased fees on 
foreign labour starting in 2026 

as part of efforts to narrow the cost 
gap between Bahraini and expatri-
ate workers and encourage greater 
national participation in the private 
sector, the Labour Ministry said.

In a written reply to MP Hamad 
Al Doy, the ministry said the fee 
adjustment accompanies broad-
er labour market policies includ-
ing Bahrainisation requirements, 
wage support schemes, training 
programmes, and stricter enforce-
ment against violations such as 
employing workers without valid 
permits.

The ministry said the reforms 
are designed to strengthen com-
pliance, increase opportunities for 
Bahraini jobseekers, and improve 
monitoring of private-sector hiring 
practices.

Bahrainization rules continue to 
apply across sectors at varying lev-
els, requiring firms to meet national 
employment targets. Companies 
that fail to comply face monthly 
penalties per expatriate worker 
permit, while those achieving high-
er localisation rates benefit from 
preferential access to government 
tenders.

The ministry also stressed its 
ongoing role in labour inspections, 
compliance monitoring, and pro-
tecting Bahraini workers from un-
fair dismissal practices, especially 
concerning wage support schemes.

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2026

03

Learning Rollout Runs Smoothly

Expat Hiring Gets Costlier
Measures Reinforce Bahrainisation Targets in Private Sector

Jobseekers (2025)
• Total registered: 15,433
• Majority age group: 

25–29 years (5,612)
• Degree holders: 10,607

Private Sector  (2025)
• First-time hires: 9,149
• Re-joined after long 

break: 7,166
• Private sector workforce: 

105,000+

Support Measures
• Wage subsidy: up to 70% 

in first year
• Salary caps: BD800 

(graduates), BD600 
(diploma), BD450 (sec-
ondary)

• Entrepreneurship sup-
port through the “Sijili”  
program.

External Influence Stalls Indian School Growth
TDT | Manama
Pradeep Puravankara

The United Parents 
Panel (UPP), rep-
resenting parents 

of students at the Indian 
School Bahrain, has alleged 
that external interference 
and administrative inef-
ficiencies are negatively 
impacting the institution’s 
functioning.

At a recent press con-
ference, UPP officials criti-
cized the school’s Executive 

Committee for what they 
described as a lack of trans-
parency and failure to ad-
dress key concerns raised by 
parents. Among the issues 
highlighted was the absence 
of a clear response to repeat-
ed requests for a waiver of 
March transport fees amid 
prevailing regional condi-
tions.

The panel also objected to 
students being barred from 
online classes over unpaid 
dues as low as BD 20, stating 
that this contradicts deci-

sions taken at the Annual 
General Body meeting.

Raising financial con-
cerns, the UPP questioned 
continued references to “fi-
nancial constraints” while 
seeking clarity on the fu-
ture of the Infrastructure 
Fee, especially with the Riffa 
Campus loan expected to be 
cleared by March 2026. It 
also pointed to a decline in 
Mega Fair collections under 
the current administration.

The UPP further alleged 
that non-parents and former 

committee members are in-
volved in school operations, 
including handling sensitive 
IT systems, raising privacy 
concerns. It also criticized 
the reported termination of 
experienced staff, warning 
of potential impacts on aca-
demic standards.

Additionally, the panel dis-
puted claims about reopen-
ing the JEE examination cen-
tre, emphasizing that it was 
a collective effort involving 
multiple stakeholders, in-
cluding the Indian Embassy.

The Education Minister joined a field inspection with ministry officials to ensure consistency across schoolsconsistency across schools.

KNOW WHAT

Hamad Al Doy, MP

UPP representatives during the press briefing

Pay For Losses
TDT | Manama
Ashen Tharaka

The Kingdom of Bahrain 
reiterated its demand for 
the Islamic Republic of 

Iran to provide full compen-
sation for damages and losses 
caused by “Iranian aggression,” 
according to its eleventh nation-
al communication to the United 
Nations.

In a formal letter submitted 
by Bahrain’s Permanent Mis-
sion to the UN in New York to 
the UN Secretary-General and 
the President of the Security 
Council, Manama said it contin-
ues to update Council members 
on what it called “unlawful and 
blatant attacks” on its territory. 

Fatal Incident
The document also refer-

enced an incident on March 24, 
2026, in which a civilian con-
tractor of Moroccan nationality, 
working with the UAE Armed 
Forces, was killed during a mis-
sion in Bahrain following a mis-
sile strike.

On the same day, several 
members of Bahrain’s Defence 
Force and personnel from the 

UAE Armed Forces were injured 
while responding to the attacks.

Cyber Threat Escalates
Meanwhile, Bahrain warned 

that recent targeted attacks on 
its technological infrastructure 
represent a serious threat to 
national security, following re-
marks by Eng. Mohammed Ibra-
him Al Sisi Al Buainain, the Sec-
retary General of the Council of 

Representatives, , in Istanbul.
Speaking at the Association 

of Secretaries General of Na-
tional Parliaments during the 
152nd General Assembly of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, 
Al Buainain said the attacks—
linked to Iranian hostile activi-
ty—systematically targeted Bah-
rain’s digital and technological 
systems, disrupting electronic 
services and threatening civilian 
infrastructure.

He stressed that such inci-
dents go beyond technical dis-
ruption and constitute a direct 
violation of state sovereignty 
and international principles 
protecting civilian and critical 
infrastructure. He warned that 
the increasing sophistication of 
such attacks requires treating 
technological infrastructure as 
a core element of national se-
curity.

Al Buainain called for strong-
er cyber defense systems and 
stricter international frame-
works to address growing digi-
tal threats, noting that artificial 
intelligence and smart systems 
must be secured as part of sov-
ereign infrastructure.

M a n a m a  r e i t e r a t e s  U N  d e m a n d  f o r  r e d r e s s  o v e r  d a m a g e s

“The continuation 
of these acts 
represents a 

clear violation 
of international 

law and 
Security Council 

resolutions.”  

“These cyberattacks 
cannot be treated as 

technical incidents; they 
are direct threats to 

sovereignty.”
ENG. MOHAMMED IBRAHIM AL SISI AL 

BUAINAIN

Verdict Due on Two 
Expat Death Cases
TDT | Manama
Rehab Mohammad 

The High Criminal Court 
has set April 28 as the date 
to deliver its ruling in a case 
linked to a deadly early-morn-
ing traffic incident on Al Zal-
laq Road that resulted in the 
deaths of two Asian nationals 
and injuries to two others.

The case centers on a road 
collision involving cyclists, 
where the Public Prosecution 
has brought multiple charges 
against the defendant. These 
charges include causing death 
and injury through negligent 
driving, possession of a psy-
chotropic substance for per-
sonal use, failing to render 
assistance, fleeing the scene 
of the accident, not report-
ing the incident to authori-
ties, damaging property, and 
driving without due care and 
attention.

According to case records, 
the incident took place on 
March 21, 2026, at approx-
imately 5:55 a.m., when the 
defendant allegedly lost focus 
while driving and struck four 
cyclists. 

“If only one option had 
been offered, many 
families would have 
faced difficulties.”

DR. MOHAMMED BIN MUBARAK JUMA,  
MINISTER OF EDUCATION
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Some farms are cutting water. 
Others are still pouring in 

more than they need.
In Bahrain, where every drop 

counts, a new study forces a 
difficult question into the open: 
are we overwatering one of the 
Kingdom’s most iconic crops?

Research led by Dr Abdelhadi 
Abdelwahab Mohamed, Associ-
ate Professor and Coordinator 
of Desert Farming Techniques 
and Soilless Agriculture, points 
to a clear answer. Yes, and by as 
much as half.

Over two years, Khalas date 
palms were tested under re-
duced irrigation. Water was cut 
by up to 50 percent. The result 
did not match expectations. 
Yields did not fall. For years, 
the belief has been simple.

More water means more pro-
duction. This study directly 
challenges that idea, showing 
that excess water does not nec-
essarily translate into higher 
output.

The scale of overuse is not 
minor. A single palm is often 
assumed to need around 50 cu-
bic metres of water each year. 
The study indicates it may re-
quire far less. Cut that figure 
in half across farms, and the 
savings quickly multiply into 
thousands of cubic metres per 
hectare, every year.

System

The surprise lies not in the 
technology, but in the outcome. 
Whether using traditional bub-
bler systems or more advanced 
subsurface methods, yields re-
mained largely unchanged.

In the second year, smart 

volume-based irrigation was 
introduced. Water was meas-
ured, controlled, and delivered 
exactly where needed. Yields 
rose sharply in some cases, not 
because more water was used, 
but because waste was elimi-
nated.

During a field tour by The 
Daily Tribune across Bahraini 
farms, the shift was already vis-
ible.

These systems are no longer 
limited to date palms. Farmers 
are applying the same preci-
sion-based irrigation to vegeta-
bles and other crops, maintain-
ing stable growth while using 
less water under the same harsh 
conditions. The change is no 
longer theoretical. It is happen-
ing on the ground.

Bahrain’s conditions make the 

issue more urgent. Much of the 
soil is saline and alkaline. Water 
itself often has a high salt con-
tent. Under these conditions, 

overirrigation wastes more 
than just water. It can damage 
the soil, weaken plants, and in-
crease long-term costs.

Future

Experts and investors are ex-
ploring ways to scale date palm 
production using advanced 
technologies such as tissue cul-
ture, aiming to enter global mar-
kets and compete with leading 
producers.

But there is a line that cannot 
be crossed. If Bahrain wants to 
compete globally in date palms, 
it cannot afford to waste water 
locally. Researchers are calling 
for locally tailored crop coef-
ficients and wider adoption of 
smart irrigation systems de-
signed for Bahrain’s climate.

Is Bahrain’s Date 
Palm Farming Using 

Excess Water?

This is not just 
about farming. It 
is about a simple 
truth. Using more 
does not always 
mean producing 

more.

KNOW WHAT

Dr Abdelhadi Abdelwahab Mohamed A farm’s reduced irrigation system

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

A coordinated municipal op-
eration in Dar Kulaib has 

cleared illegal structures, waste 
and environmental hazards af-
fecting residents, as part of ef-

forts to improve public order 
and living conditions.

In cooperation with the Minis-
try of Interior, the Southern Mu-
nicipality removed 28 unlicensed 
animal pens and cleared 125 loads 
of waste and fertilizer from Block 
1048 during a field campaign. 

The action followed repeated 
complaints from residents about 
odours, insects and rodents linked 
to unauthorised structures and 
encroachments on public land.

Southern Municipality Direc-
tor General Eng. Isa Abdulrah-
man Al Buainain said the opera-

tion is part of an ongoing inspec-
tion plan to address violations 
across the governorate through 
continuous field monitoring.

Public space regulations pro-
hibit the unlicensed occupation 
of roads and open areas to ensure 
safety, traffic flow and urban order.

Crackdown Clears 28 Illegal Structures

Illegal structures and waste materials removed by Southern Municipality and Ministry of Interior teams

Ghadeer Alkumaish
TDT | Manama

A Bahraini entrepreneur 
Sayed Ali Maher Alsa-

dadi, 26, has turned his ear-
ly passion for cooking into a 
hands-on business journey, 
launching his own restaurant 
Oda burger after gaining ex-
perience across food trucks, 
restaurants, and the hotel in-
dustry.

His interest began at age 14 
and gradually developed into a 
clear ambition, pushing him to 
eventually take a bold step and 
resign from his job despite un-
certainty about the challenges 
ahead. Rather than following a 
typical concept, he introduced 
a unique idea by naming his 
sandwiches after cars, reflect-
ing his personal hobby and 
helping the brand stand 
out.

In the beginning, 
he chose not to 
hire employees 
due to financial 
risks and re-
sponsibility, in-
stead relying on 
the support of 
close friends who 
stood by him during 
the first months.

The early days were marked 
by long hours, pressure, and 
operational challenges, from 
managing orders to handling 
deliveries, but additional sup-
port from friends and family 
helped ease the process. One 
of the biggest obstacles he 
faced was marketing, as pro-
motional costs were higher 
than expected.

This led him to take matters 

into his own hands by creating 
daily content to showcase his 
menu. Inside the restaurant, 
responsibilities are divided 

between him and his 
partner, he fo-

cuses on food 
p r e p a r a t i o n 
and quality, en-
suring every 
order meets 
his standards.

Despite the 
ongoing pres-

sure of running 
a small operation, he remains 
committed to quality above 
all. Motivation, he says, comes 
from his parents’ advice about 
hard work and self-reliance.

Looking ahead, he aims to 
expand the business and build 
a team of Bahraini staff.

He reflects that, if given the 
chance, he would have started 
with a larger space that in-
cludes indoor seating, remain-
ing optimistic about what the 
future holds.

No Staff, 
No Breaks
Entrepreneur Runs Solo Daily

I knew I had to take 
the step, even without 

knowing the challenges 
ahead

SAYED ALI MAHER ALSADADI

The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) elected Anda Filip of 
Romania as its new Secretary-General, marking a historic 

milestone as she becomes the first woman to assume the role 
in the organisation’s history.

Filip secured 229 votes during the election held at the 217th 
session of the IPU Governing Council, conducted alongside the 
152nd IPU Assembly in Istanbul, Turkey. 

The parliamentary delegation of the Kingdom of Bahrain 
participated in the voting process as part of the international 
parliamentary gathering. The delegation included First Deputy 
Speaker of the Shura Council H.E. Jamal Mohammed Fakhro, 
along with Shura Council members H.E. Hala Ramzi Fayez and 
Dr. Bassam Ismail Al-Ban Mohammed.

IPU Elects First Female 
Secretary-General

Anda Filip of Romania as the new Secretary-General of the IPU, third from 
left. Below, Bahrain’s delegation.
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MPs to Consider One-Month 
Wage Relief Scheme

Parliament is set to debate 
a government proposal on 

Tuesday to use surplus funds 
from the unemployment insur-
ance account to cover April wag-
es for insured Bahraini workers, 
as authorities move to cushion 
businesses affected by the on-
going regional crisis.

The draft amendment would 
allow payments from the fund 
for one month, capped at each 
worker’s insured wage and sub-
ject to existing legal conditions. 
Officials described the measure 
as a temporary step aimed at 
maintaining job stability, sup-
porting employers and prevent-
ing layoffs.

Parliament’s Services Com-
mittee has backed the proposal, 

noting it aligns with broader ef-
forts to ease financial pressure 
on private-sector firms, provid-
ed no workers are dismissed.

Around 106,000 Bahraini 
workers are expected to benefit, 
with estimates placing the April 
wage bill between BD80 million 
and BD100 million. The unem-
ployment fund reportedly holds 
about BD600 million in assets.

While business groups wel-
comed the move, they cautioned 
that economic strain could ex-
tend beyond April. Lawmakers 
have also suggested expanding 
support for up to three months, 

though officials said further 
measures remain under review.

Fishermen and Drivers
Face Income Strain 

Members of Parliament have 

submitted an urgent proposal 
to expand April wage support to 
include fishermen, taxi drivers 
and other daily earners facing 
income loss.

The proposal, put forward by 
MPs Mohsen Al Asboul, Hish-

am Al Ashiri, Jaleela Al Sayed, 
Mahmood Fardan and Moham-
med Al Alaiwi, calls for broader 
access to government assistance 
through the unemployment 
fund.

Lawmakers say many workers 
who rely on daily or irregular 
income remain unprotected, 
even as private sector salaries 
are covered under existing sup-
port measures.

Fishermen have been affected 
by seasonal fishing restrictions 
in April and May, while driving 
instructors, taxi drivers and bus 
operators report declining de-
mand and fewer customers.

MPs described these groups 

as among the most vulnerable, 
noting that their earnings de-
pend on daily activity rather 
than fixed wages.

Set to Ease Rules for
Questioning Ministers

Under the proposed amend-
ments, a motion to question a 
minister would be considered 
valid if supported by a simple 
majority of MPs, replacing the 
current two-thirds threshold.

The draft also introduces a 
mechanism allowing such mat-
ters to be discussed in a closed 
session upon request by the gov-
ernment, the Speaker, or at least 
10 MPs.

The request would itself be 
voted in secret. If two-thirds of 
members reject it, the debate 
would proceed in public.

According to the government’s 
memorandum, the changes in-
tend to modernise parliamenta-
ry procedures while balancing 
oversight and efficient govern-
ance. It stated that the reforms 
are consistent with constitution-
al provisions governing parlia-
mentary work.

A new paragraph added to Ar-
ticle 146 would regulate closed-
door sittings in cases of minis-
terial questioning, aligning with 
Article 79 of the Constitution, 
which permits confidential ses-
sions under specific conditions.

Crucial Votes on Economic 
and Governance Bills

• Around 106,000 
employees expected 
to benefit 

•   Informal Workers 
in Support Package

•  Revamp Oversight 
Procedures

Given the scale of 
economic pressure, we 
believe support should 

extend beyond one 
month if conditions 

persist
MAMDOUH AL SALEH, CHAIRMAN OF        

PARLIAMENT’S SERVICES COMMITTEE 

MP Hisham Al Ashiri MP Mohsen Al Asboul

Mahmood Fardan, Chairman of 
Parliament’s Legislative and Legal 
Affairs Committee

We welcome the 
initiative, but the 

economic impact is 
likely to last longer 

than a single month.
CHAMBER OFFICIAL 

We will ensure the 
law is implemented to 

safeguard public funds 
and protect Bahraini 

workers.
LABOUR MINISTRY OFFICIAL

Bahrain has moved to 
strengthen its financial 

crime framework, with the 
Shura Council yesterday ap-
proving tougher penalties 
for violations linked to unli-
censed financial activity and 
misuse of protected banking 
and insurance terms.

Under the approved de-
cree-law, jail terms and fines 
of up to BD1 million will be 
imposed on individuals or 
entities found in breach of 
amendments to the Central 
Bank of Bahrain and Finan-
cial Institutions Law.

The changes, introduced 
through Decree-Law No. 37 
of 2025, amend Article 161 
of Law No. 64 of 2006 and 
target violations of Articles 
40 and 41.

These provisions pro-
hibit providing regulated 
financial services without a 
licence and restrict the use 

of terms such as “bank” or 
other designations implying 
authorised financial oper-
ations.

Offenders may face im-
prisonment, a fine not ex-
ceeding BD1 million, or both, 
unless a harsher penalty ap-
plies under other legislation.

The Shura Council’s Fi-
nancial and Economic Af-
fairs Committee said the 
reforms aim to reinforce 
Bahrain’s defences against 
evolving financial crimes, 
including money launder-
ing and terrorist financing, 
while ensuring alignment 
with international standards 
set by the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF). 

The committee warned 
that delaying the strength-
ening of such regulations 
could expose the Kingdom’s 
financial sector to reputa-
tional and regulatory risks.

BD1 Million Fines 
Approved for 
Financial Crime

Dr Jehad Al Fadhil, Second Deputy 
Chair of the Shura Council 

Khalid Al Maskati, Financial and 
Economic Affairs Committee Head

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

Shura Sends Disability Jobs 
Bill Back for Further Review

The Shura Council referred a 
draft law back to committee 

for further review, postponing 
proposed amendments that 
would increase job quotas for 
people with disabilities in the 
private sector and introduce 
mandatory hiring priorities in 
selected government posts.

The bill, already approved by 
Parliament, sought to amend 
Articles 11 and 12 of Law No. 74 
of 2006, raising the private sec-
tor employment quota for peo-
ple with disabilities from 2 per 
cent to 4 per cent for companies 
employing 50 or more work-
ers. It also proposed making it 
mandatory for the government 
to specify posts where quali-
fied applicants with disabilities 
would receive hiring priority.

The decision followed a di-
vided debate in the chamber, 
with lawmakers split between 
those arguing the current legal 
framework is sufficient and oth-
ers insisting stronger measures 
are needed to address gaps in 
employment opportunities.

Minister of Parliamentary Af-
fairs Ghanim Al Buainain said 
the proposed amendment con-
flicted with the Civil Service 
Law, particularly the shift from 
an optional ministerial power to 
a binding obligation in govern-
ment hiring procedures.

Social Development Minister 
Osama Al Alawi supported the 
committee’s position, stating 
that the existing law already 
provides flexibility to enhance 
employment rates through ac-
tivation and cooperation with 
the private sector.

He also noted that Bahrain’s 
latest figures show 15,644 per-
sons with disabilities, including 
groups not currently eligible 
for work.

Supporters of the bill argued 
that many qualified individu-
als remain unemployed despite 
their readiness to work. They 
questioned labour market inter-
pretations and cited long-stand-
ing job applications from quali-
fied candidates with disabilities.

The Services Committee had 
recommended against approv-

ing the bill, citing concerns over 
implementation rather than le-
gal gaps. It also pointed to com-
pliance issues in the private sec-
tor, noting that a large majority 
of eligible firms have not met 
the existing 2 per cent quota.

Labour Ministry data present-
ed during discussions showed 
varying annual employment fig-
ures for people with disabilities, 
alongside a limited number of 
registered jobseekers, raising 
further questions over the pro-
posed quota increase.

 Starting Pay for Graduates in 
Private Sector to BD500

Starting salaries for Bahraini 
jobseekers entering private 
companies have been increased 
to BD500 for university grad-
uates, under updated labour 
market schemes introduced in 
November 2023, the Labour 
Ministry confirmed in a written 
reply to MP Jaleela Alawi.

Under the revised structure, 
diploma holders will receive 
BD430, while those with sec-
ondary education or below will 
start at BD350. The ministry 
clarified that private sector 
wages are not uniformly fixed 
but vary depending on sector, 
job type, qualifications, experi-
ence and market demand.

It noted that the average 
monthly wage for Bahrainis 
in the private sector reached 
BD892 in the third quarter of 
2025, based on Social Insur-
ance Organisation data covering 

around 105,000 workers.
The ministry linked the salary 

adjustments to national employ-
ment and career development 
programmes implemented 
through Tamkeen, aimed at sup-
porting 50,000 Bahrainis annu-
ally through job entry, career 
progression and private sector 
development initiatives.

Bahrain Moves to Finalise
Tax Deal with Jersey

The Shura Council approved 
a draft law ratifying an agree-
ment between Bahrain and Jer-
sey aimed at eliminating double 
taxation on income and curbing 
tax evasion and avoidance.

The Council also agreed to 
fast-track the legislation under 
urgent procedures, referring it 
to the Speaker of Parliament for 
onward submission to the Prime 
Minister and His Majesty the 
King for final approval.

The agreement, attached to 
Decree No. 66 of 2025, provides 
a legal framework to ensure that 
income is not taxed in both ju-
risdictions while strengthening 
cooperation in tax transparency 
and information exchange.

Abdullah Al Nuaimi, rap-
porteur of the Foreign Affairs, 
Defence and National Security 
Committee, said the deal would 
enhance trade, investment, and 
financial cooperation between 
the two sides. He noted that 
Bahrain currently maintains 
49 double taxation agreements 
globally.

Big Policy Moves in Bahrain
Three Major Decisions Shape Economic and Social Agenda

Bahrain has moved 
beyond care to 

empowerment and full 
social inclusion

DR JAMEELA AL SALMAN, HEAD OF SHURA 
COUNCIL’S SERVICES COMMITTEE 
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Services and tourism drive 
Bahrain GDP in 2025

Economy grows 3.5pc, led by services and tourism

• Among the fastest-
growing segments were 
professional, scientific 
and technical activities

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s economy expand-
ed by 3.5% in 2025 at con-
stant prices, with non-oil 

sectors driving growth as ser-
vices and tourism-related in-
dustries led the gains. Gross do-
mestic product reached BD15.7 
billion at constant prices and 
BD18.4 billion at current prices.

Non-oil activity grew 4.1% to 
BD13.5 billion at constant prices, 
accounting for 85.8% of total 
GDP, underscoring the king-
dom’s continued shift away from 
hydrocarbons. Oil activity, by 
contrast, edged down 0.3% to 
BD2.2 billion.

Among the fastest-growing 
segments were professional, 
scientific and technical activ-
ities and accommodation and 
food services, each expanding 
6.4% over the year. Together, 

the two sectors contributed 3.9% 
of non-oil GDP, worth BD612.3 
million, and supported 105,100 
private-sector jobs, including 
12,600 held by Bahrainis.

Professional services led the 

growth table despite account-
ing for just 2.2% of non-oil GDP, 
or BD345.4 million. Expansion 
was driven by head office and 
management consultancy work, 
legal and accountancy services, 

as well as advertising and market 
research. The sector employed 
37,500 people in the private sec-
tor, including 6,300 Bahrainis, 
with a median monthly wage of 
BD550 for nationals.

Accommodation and food 
services matched that pace, 
supported by stronger tourism 
performance. Overnight visitors 
rose 10.9% to 7.3 million, while 
tourist nights increased 5.2% 
to 20.2 million. Average daily 
visitor spending climbed 5% to 
BD72.6, helping push inbound 
tourism receipts up 7.2% to BD2 
billion. The sector accounted 
for 1.7% of non-oil GDP, valued 
at BD266.9 million.

The accommodation and 
food segment employed 67,600 
people in the private sector, in-
cluding 6,300 Bahrainis, with a 
median monthly wage of BD350 
for nationals.

Tourism momentum was fur-
ther supported by new projects 
and partnerships during the 
year. Bahrain Marina Develop-
ment signed a strategic agree-
ment with NAD Holding Group 
to develop retail and restaurant 
space at Marina Walk within 
the Bahrain Marina project. 
Terminal 4 by Beyon was also 
announced at Exhibition World 
Bahrain, with capacity to host 
around 3,500 visitors for arts 
and entertainment events.

The latest figures highlight 

the growing role of non-oil sec-
tors in sustaining Bahrain’s eco-
nomic expansion, with services 
and tourism continuing to an-
chor growth.

RCSI Medical University of Bahrain pioneers introduction of Casper Test to strengthen Admissions’ Global benchmarking
TDT | Manama

The Royal College of Sur-
geons in Ireland (RCSI) 
- Medical University of 

Bahrain has announced the in-
troduction of the Casper Test 
for North American applicants 
seeking entry to its undergrad-
uate medical programme for 
the 2026–27 academic year, 
making it the first university in 
the Middle East to lead such an 
initiative.

The Casper Test is a situa-
tional judgment assessment de-
signed to evaluate applicants’ 

non-academic attributes essen-
tial for success in healthcare 

professions, including ethical 
reasoning, communication, em-
pathy and professionalism. De-
veloped through rigorous aca-
demic research at the renowned 
McMaster University (Canada) 
and delivered in partnership 
with Acuity Insights, the test 
provides valuable insights into 
candidates’ personal and pro-
fessional qualities.

The introduction of Casper 
aims to complement the Uni-
versity’s existing admissions 
framework, forming part of a 
holistic evaluation alongside 
academic performance, extra-

curricular activities and inter-
views. The initiative supports 
a balanced, comprehensive re-
view while serving as a differen-
tiating factor, helping to identify 
candidates whose values and 
attributes closely align with the 
demands of modern healthcare 
practice.

As one of the regional leaders 
in medical and health sciences 
education, RCSI Medical Uni-
versity of Bahrain is also ad-
vancing a strategic collabora-
tion with regional and interna-
tional partners to adapt this evi-
dence-based assessment for the 

Gulf Cooperation Council and 
wider Middle East, strengthen-
ing its position at the forefront 
of innovative, globally aligned 
admissions practices.

Commenting on the initiative, 
Dr Declan Gaynor, Academic 
Director of Admissions and 
Senior Lecturer in Chemistry, 
said: “By introducing Casper 
in the admissions process, RCSI 
Medical University of Bahrain 
aims to offer North Amer-
ican applicants an additional 
opportunity to demonstrate 
their suitability for the medi-
cal undergraduate programme 

beyond traditional academic 
metrics. This marks a signifi-
cant step forward in advanc-
ing evidence-based and glob-
ally benchmarked admissions 
practices for future healthcare  
professionals.” 

This initiative further un-
derscores RCSI Medical Uni-
versity of Bahrain’s steadfast 
commitment to international-
ly recognised quality bench-
marks, reflecting its positive 
global outlook toward lead-
ing North American and oth-
er internationally renowned  
universities.

Dr Declan Gaynor, Academic Director 
of Admissions and Senior Lecturer in 
Chemistry

Seef Properties launches Smart Assistant “Sara” via WhatsApp to enhance operational efficiency
Manama

Seef Propert ies  has  an-
nounced the launch of its 

automated robotic assistant 
“Sara” via WhatsApp. This 
step underscores the compa-
ny’s accelerated digital trans-
formation and commitment to 
adopting innovative solutions 
to streamline operational pro-
cesses and enhance the quality 
of services provided to tenants 
and partners across its various  
projects.

This initiative is among the 
first of its kind in Bahrain’s real 
estate sector. Coming as part of 
a strategic vision to enhance dai-
ly operations through artificial 
intelligence, it aims to deliver 
faster, more flexible, and effi-
cient services.

Sara was designed and devel-
oped by a Bahraini team within 
Seef Properties to support the 

facilities management system 
and operational processes. It 
expedites work permit process-
ing and automates data collec-
tion and input into approved 
systems, thus reducing applica-
tion processing time, improving 
execution accuracy, and mini-
mising reliance on traditional 
procedures. Consequently, this 
enhances team productivity and 
improves operational efficiency.

Accessible via WhatsApp, 

Sara provides a user-friendly 
digital communication channel, 
allowing tenants and partners 
to submit, track, and manage 
applications around the clock. 
It responds instantly to opera-
tional inquiries, enhancing the 
user experience and ensuring 
continuous, high-quality ser-
vice. Seamlessly integrated with 
existing systems, it supports in-
formation flow and accelerates 
decision-making.

Furthermore, Sara redefines 
daily work processes by sys-
tematically organising, direct-
ing and processing applications, 
fostering the development of a 
comprehensive operational da-
tabase that improves the quality 
of outputs. The company’s team 
is continuously developing Sara 
to expand its applications and 
smart features to keep pace with 
evolving business needs.

Commenting on this mile-

stone, Mr. Ahmed Yusuf, CEO 
of Seef Properties, stated, “The 
launch of the automated robotic 
assistant ‘Sara’ marks a signifi-
cant advancement in our digital 
transformation journey. It re-
flects our dedication to leverag-
ing artificial intelligence tech-
nologies to optimise operational 
efficiency and improve service 
quality. This is paired with our 
investment in national talent, 
who have proven their capability 
to develop and implement ad-
vanced technological solutions, 
demonstrating their readiness 
to lead the company’s digital  
transformation.”

He added, “Sara is the start-
ing point for building a more 
integrated, flexible digital eco-
system. We plan to enhance its 
capabilities and expand its ap-
plications to support our teams, 
enhance response times, and 

elevate the experience of our 
tenants and partners.”

For his part, Mr. Yusuf Rash-
dan, Head of IT at Seef Proper-
ties, commented, “Sara was de-
veloped based on a comprehen-
sive understanding of our teams’ 
operational needs. We focused 
on simplifying and transform-
ing procedures into seamless 
digital workflows that reduce 
reliance on manual processing, 
ensuring faster handling of re-
quests and clear implementation 
 stages.” 

He added, “We ensured Sara’s 
full integration with existing 
systems to enable real-time, ac-
curate data flow. This improves 
the quality of operational out-
puts and supports decision-mak-
ing while continuously develop-
ing to keep pace with expanding 
business needs and enhance dai-
ly performance efficiency."

Yusuf Rashdan, Head of IT at Seef 
Properties

Ahmed Yusuf, CEO of Seef Properties Smart Assistant “Sara”

GDP at constant prices 
measures economic growth 

after removing the effect 
of inflation, giving a clearer 
picture of real expansion in 
output. In contrast, GDP at 
current prices (also called 
nominal GDP) reflects the 

value of goods and services 
at prevailing market prices, 

meaning it includes the 
impact of inflation. As a 

result, current-price figures 
are typically higher in pe-
riods of rising prices, while 

constant-price data is used to 
assess the true pace of eco-
nomic growth over time.

KNOW WHAT
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Sri Lanka’s Trincomalee is already home 
to a 99-tank oil storage farm from 
the British colonial era, but only 14 
containers are in use under a previous 
agreement with an Indian oil firm.KNOW WHAT

NBB enters strategic partnership 
with Bank of London and Middle East

To offer UK Property Finance Solutions
Manama

The National Bank of 
Bahrain (NBB) has an-
nounced a strategic col-

laboration with Bank of London 
and The Middle East (BLME), a 
London-based Sharia-compli-
ant bank, to provide tailored 
UK property finance solutions 
to NBB’s eligible high net worth 
clientele.

The agreement was signed at 
NBB’s headquarters in the pres-
ence of representatives from 
BLME. It opens access to resi-
dential, investment, and buy-
to-let property financing across 
London and the wider United 
Kingdom through BLME’s es-
tablished and regulated offer. 
BLME’s financing is Sharia-com-
pliant, and dedicated guidance 

will be provided throughout the 
financing process.

This initiative forms part of 
NBB’s ongoing efforts to en-
hance its offering to HNWIs 
by providing clients with ac-
cess to a broader range of in-
ternational financial solutions. 
Clients will receive personal-
ised relationship management 
and specialised structuring 
support aligned with both 
UK and Bahraini regulatory 
requirements, enabling effi-
cient and compliant property  
acquisition.

Through this joint effort, NBB 
continues to expand its suite of 
cross-border financing solu-
tions, further strengthening its 
position as a trusted partner to 
clients with international in-
vestment ambitions.

Zain Bahrain recognised as Kingdom’s 
most awarded network by Opensignal

Recognised among global telecom leaders at last month’s world’s largest connectivity summit

• Opensignal 
recognized Zain Bahrain 
with 10 awards including 
the best network in 
coverage, quality, 
and overall gaming 
experience in Bahrain 

• A direct result of 
Zain Bahrain’s continued 
investment, focused 
on expanding network 
capacity, modernizing 
infrastructure, bringing 
content closer and 
enhancing overall 
performance quality.

Manama

Zain Bahrain has taken the 
global stage by receiving 
a prestigious Opensignal 

trophy at last month’s Mobile 
World Congress (MWC) Barce-

lona 2026 for the most award-
ed network in Bahrain. Hosted 
by GSMA, MWC Barcelona, the 
world’s largest and most in-
fluential connectivity summit, 
the landmark event brings to-
gether leading telecom opera-
tors, technology pioneers, and 
digital innovators from across 
the globe, making this recog-
nition a powerful testament 
to Zain Bahrain’s network ex-
cellence and its growing influ-
ence within the global telecom  
ecosystem.

Recognized among global tel-
ecom leaders at this internation-
al platform, Zain received 10 
awards, including being named 
the best network for coverage, 
quality, and overall gaming ex-
perience in the Kingdom in the 
latest Mobile Network Experi-
ence Awards Report by Open-
signal. It has further won acco-
lades for upload speed, video, 
and voice apps. This distinction 
has positioned Zain Bahrain as 
the most awarded network in 
Bahrain and played a pivotal role 
in propelling the Kingdom to 

the #1 Overall Rank position in 
Opensignal’s Global Network 
Excellence Index for the MENA 
region for “all devices”.

The recognition reflects Zain 
Bahrain’s sustained investment 
in expanding network capaci-
ty, modernizing infrastructure, 
and enhancing overall perfor-
mance. As part of this strategy, 
the Company has accelerated 
the expansion and upgrade of 
its 4G and 5G networks across 
the Kingdom, reinforcing both 
mobile and fixed broadband ser-
vices. These efforts reinforce 
mobile and fixed broadband ser-
vices and enable advanced 5G 
use cases and deliver integrated 
digital solutions tailored to the 
evolving needs of individuals, 
businesses, and government en-
tities — contributing meaning-
fully towards Bahrain’s digital  
vision.

Commenting on the achieve-
ment, Amar Buali, Director 
of Access Network, IP, Cyber 
Security, and Facilities Man-
agement at  Zain Bahrain,  
said:

“Receiving this recognition at 
MWC Barcelona 2026 — where 
the global telecom ecosystem 
gathers to shape the future of 
connectivity — reinforces Zain 
Bahrain’s role as a transforma-
tive force driving digital excel-
lence both locally and region-
ally. This milestone reflects our 
relentless pursuit of network 
excellence, our commitment to 
innovation, and our dedication 
to delivering superior experi-
ences that empower our cus-
tomers and enterprise partners. 
It also affirms our strategic in-
vestments in next-generation 
infrastructure and our long-term 
vision to power sustainable digi-
tal growth.”

Through continuous innova-
tion and infrastructure modern-
ization, Zain Bahrain is building 
a future-ready digital ecosystem 
that empowers enterprises with 
scalable connectivity, cybersecu-
rity, cloud-enabled services, and 
intelligent network capabilities, 
while simultaneously enhancing 
everyday digital experiences for 
consumers.

India pushes for regional energy hub in Sri Lanka
AFP | Colombo, Sri Lanka

Indian officials called for the 
swift implementation of a pro-

posed regional energy hub in Sri 
Lanka, at the start of bilateral 
talks in Colombo  yesterday.

The planned oil hub in the 
northeastern port of Trinco-
malee featured in a meeting with 
Sri Lankan President Anura Ku- mara Dissanayake, India’s vis- iting Foreign Secretary Vikram 

Misri told reporters. The pro-
ject, which also involves the 
United Arab Emirates, has been 
under discussions since 2023, 
he added.

“There is no further time to 
lose in making progress on stra-
tegic projects such as these,” 
said Misri, who is visiting the 
Sri Lankan capital along with 

India’s Vice President C. P. 
Radhakrishnan.

Sri Lanka, India and the UAE 
signed a agreement a year ago, 
following two years of talks, to 
set up a multi-product oil pipe-
line connecting the two South 
Asian neighbours and to estab-
lish the Trincomalee oil storage 
complex.

Had the energy hub been com-
pleted, it could have been useful 
“especially at a time like this”, 
Misri  added.

Last year, both India and Sri 
Lanka expressed hope of ex-
panding the proposed hub to 
include a refinery. They also 
discussed a power line to share 
electricity between them.
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US postal service 
created, postage 
6-12 cents depend-
ing on distance

British Naval Officer John Moresby 
is the first European to discover Port 
Moresby, Papua New Guinea, claims it 

for the United Kingdom

Earl Mountbatten of Burma is appointed 
the last viceroy of India to oversee the 
move to independence

John Glenn becomes 
the first American to 

orbit Earth aboard 
Friendship 7
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The continued easing 
of sanctions against 

Russia does not reflect the 
real situation in the war 
or in diplomacy and fuels 
the Russian leadership’s 
illusion that they can con-
tinue the war. This week 
alone, the Russians have 
launched over 2,360 at-
tack drones, more than 
1,320 guided aerial bombs, 
and nearly 60 missiles of 
various types at our cities 
and communities.

@ZelenskyyUa

Th e  c e a s e f i re  a n -
nounced in Lebanon, 

however, offers cause for 
hope; it represents a glim-
mer of relief for the Leb-
anese people and for the 
Levant.  I encourage those 
who are working toward 
a diplomatic solution to 
continue peace talks, so 
that the cessation of hos-
tilities throughout the 
Middle East may become 
permanent.

@Pontifex

I strongly condemn 
Saturday’s attack on 

@UNIFIL_ during which 
one French peacekeep-
er was killed & anoth-
er three were injured. I 
extend my deepest con-
dolences to the family, 
friends & colleagues of 
the fallen peacekeeper, 
and wish a full & fast 
recovery to the injured 
peacekeepers.

This is the third in-
cident in recent weeks 
to have resulted in the 
deaths of peacekeepers 
serving in Lebanon.

These attacks must 
stop.

All actors must respect 
the cessation of hostili-
ties & the ceasefire.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

The United States and Iran 
have never formally declared 
war on each other, but they 

have been in conflict for dec-
ades through military strikes, 
proxy wars, and political ten-
sions since the 1979 Iranian 

Revolution.

KNOW WHAT

War of words
Strait in focus

NO 
MORE 
MR. 
NICE 
GUY!”

• Diplomatic efforts 
continue following high-

level talks in Pakistan 
on April 11–12

• Iran and the United 
States, along with Israel, 
are three days away from 
the end of a two-week 
ceasefire that halted the 
Middle East war started by 
surprise US-Israeli strikes 
on Iran on February 28.

AFP | Washington, United States

“No more Mr Nice Guy,” US Pres-
ident Donald Trump declared as 
he confirmed American negotia-

tors will 
travel to Paki-

stan today to resume 
talks aimed at ending the 

war with Iran, while warning 
of sweeping strikes if no deal 
is reached.

Iran, however, appeared cool 
to the prospect of talks, particularly 
in light of the ongoing US blockade of 
its ports, according to Iranian media 
reports.

The Fars and Tasnim news agencies 
cited anonymous sources as saying 
Tehran had yet to decide whether it 
would take part and that “the over-
all atmosphere cannot be assessed as 
very positive”, adding that lifting the 
US blockade was a precondition for 
negotiations.

State-run IRNA, meanwhile, pointed 
to the blockade and Washington’s “un-
reasonable and unrealistic demands”, 
saying that “in these circumstances, 
there is no clear prospect of fruitful 
negotiations”.

Iran and the United States, along 
with Israel, are just three days away 
from the end of the two-week cease-
fire that halted the Middle East war, 
ignited by surprise US-Israeli strikes 
on Iran on February 28.

There has so far been only a single, 

2 1 -
h o u r 
n e g o t i -
ating session 
held in Islamabad 
on April 11 that ended in-
conclusively, though groundwork 
for fresh talks continued afterwards.

“We’re offering a very fair and rea-
sonable DEAL, and I hope they take it,” 
Trump said in his post.

Iran’s speaker of parliament and 
senior negotiator Mohammad Bagher 
Ghalibaf had insisted as recently as 
Saturday night that the two sides were 
“still far from the final discussion”.

Vance will lead US team
US Vice President JD Vance will lead 

the US delegation for talks with Iran in 
Pakistan, a White House official said 

yes-
t e r d a y 
-- shortly after President 
Donald Trump said he would not 
make the trip.

Early in the day, Trump announced 
he was sending negotiators to Islam-
abad for meetings with Tehran about 
ending the conflict that has raged in 
the Middle East, with a ceasefire soon 
set to expire.

The president however said Vance 
-- who led the last round of talks with 
Tehran in Islamabad, but came away 

w i t h  n o 
deal -- would 
not make the trip, 
citing security con-
cerns. “It’s only because 
of security,” Trump told 
ABC News. “JD’s great.”

But the White House quick-
ly flipped the script, when asked 
about those comments.

The United States is going 
to knock out every single 
Power Plant, and every 

single Bridge, in Iran. NO 
MORE MR. NICE GUY!. 

They’ll come down fast, 
they’ll come down easy 

and, if they dont take the 
DEAL, it will be my Honor 
to do what has to be done, 

which should have been 
done to Iran, by other 

Presidents, for the last 47 
years.

The US-Iran 
ceasefire is 
scheduled 
to end on 
Wednesday

Iran 
decided to 
fire bullets 
yesterday 

in the Strait 
of Hormuz 

— A Total 
Violation 

of our 
Ceasefire 

Agreement!

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
warned that any attempt 
to pass through the strait 
without permission “will be 
considered cooperation with 
the enemy, and the offending 
vessel will be targeted”. “

Heightened 
security

• The previous 
delegation was led 
by Vice President JD 
Vance and included 
Middle East envoy 
Steve Witkoff, who 
led the aborted 
pre-war talks.

AFP

In Islamabad, security had 
been visibly stepped up yes-

terday ahead of the expected 
talks.

Authorities announced road 
closures and traffic restric-
tions across the city, as well as 
in neighbouring Rawalpindi.

AFP journalists saw armed 
guards and checkpoints near 
Islamabad’s most secure hotels 
-- the Marriott and the Serena.

“Citizens are earnestly re-

quested to cooperate with the 
security agencies,” a city offi-
cial posted on X.

The previous delegation was 
led by Vice President JD Vance 
and included Middle East en-
voy Steve Witkoff, who led the 
aborted pre-war talks.

A major sticking point of 
negotiations has been Iran’s 
stockpile of near-weapons-
grade enriched uranium.

Trump said on Friday that 
Iran had agreed to hand over 
its roughly 440 kilogrammes 
of enriched uranium. “We’re 
going to get it by going in with 
Iran, with lots of excavators,” 
he said. But Iran’s foreign min-
istry has said the stockpile, 
thought to be buried deep un-
der rubble from US bombing 
in last June’s 12-day war, was 
“not going to be transferred 
anywhere”, and surrendering 
it “to the US has never been 
raised in negotiations”.

A UK maritime security agency 
said the Revolutionary Guards 

fired at one tanker, while security 
intelligence firm Vanguard Tech 

reported the force had threatened 
to "destroy" an empty cruise ship 
that was fleeing the Gulf. In the 

third incident, the UK agency said it 
received a report of a vessel “being 
hit by an unknown projectile, which 
caused damage” to shipping con-

tainers but no fire.

Trump said of 
the incidents: 
“That wasn’t 
nice, was it?”

A bulldozer clears the rubble from the site of an Israeli airstrike as people return to Beirut’s southern suburbs

Lebanon 
PM to Paris
French President Em-

manuel Macron will 
tomorrow meet with 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Nawaf Salam in Paris, his 
office announced, a day 
after a French peacekeep-
er was killed in Lebanon 
and amid a fragile 10-
day truce between Israel 
and Iran-backed militant 
group Hezbollah.

Iranian airport 
reopens

Iran will resume international 
flights today from Mashhad 

airport in the country's north-
east, its civil aviation authority 
said.

Israeli 
soldier killed

Israel’s military an-
nounced the death 

of a second soldier 
died during combat 
in southern Lebanon, 
where fighting has not 
stopped despite a tem-
porary ceasefire that 
started Friday.

The Israeli  army 
death toll in the six-
week war between 
Israel and Hezbollah 
in Lebanon is now 15, 
according to an AFP 
tally based on military 
figures.

Turkey hopes for extension 

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan said yesterday he was 
“optimistic” that a two-week ceasefire between Iran and the 

United States that expires on Wednesday, would be extended, 
allowing more time for talks between the sides.

“Blue Line” marking 
the Israel-Lebanon 
border

Source: article by Daniel Meier and maps by Hisham Ashkar in the journal Espace politique, based on "The Israeli Experience in Lebanon" by George Solley
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Israel says to use ‘full force’ 
if soldiers face threat

AFP | Sa Nur, Palestinian Terri-
tories

Israeli Defence Minister 
Israel Katz said yesterday 
that the military had been 

instructed to use “full force” in 
Lebanon -- even during the on-
going ceasefire -- should Israeli 
troops face any threat.

“Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and I have instruct-
ed the IDF to act with full force, 
both on the ground and from 
the air, including during the 
ceasefire, in order to protect 
our soldiers in Lebanon from 
any threat,” Katz said at a func-
tion in the occupied West Bank.

He said that 

the military had also been or-
dered to demolish any struc-
ture or roads that were “boo-
by-trapped” and threatened 
soldiers.

The aim is “to remove the 
houses in the villages near the 
border that served in every re-
spect as Hezbollah terror out-
posts and threatened Israeli 
communities,” Katz added.

An Israeli soldier was killed 
in southern Lebanon on Friday 
-- the day a 10-day ceasefire be-
tween Israel and Lebanon came 
into effect -- when he entered 
a booby-trapped building, the 
military reported.

Katz has repeatedly said Isra-
el would demolish houses along 
the border as part of efforts 
to establish a security zone in 
southern Lebanon.

On Saturday, Israeli forces 
carried out demolitions in the 
town of Bint Jbeil, the scene of 
intense fighting with Hezbol-
lah prior to the recently agreed 
ceasefire.

“The overarching goal of the 
campaign in Lebanon is the dis-
armament of Hezbollah and the 
removal of threat to northern 
communities, through a com-
bination of military and dip-
lomatic measures,” Katz said.

“If the Lebanese government 
continues to fail to uphold its 

obligations -- the IDF will do 
so through continued 

military action.”

Trump orders negotiators to Pa-
kistan, but Iran on the fence over 

talks



ALWAYS FORGIVE YOUR ENEMIES; 
NOTHING ANNOYS THEM SO MUCH
OSCAR WILDE
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British Naval Officer John Moresby 
is the first European to discover Port 
Moresby, Papua New Guinea, claims it 

for the United Kingdom

Earl Mountbatten of Burma is appointed 
the last viceroy of India to oversee the 
move to independence

John Glenn becomes 
the first American to 

orbit Earth aboard 
Friendship 7
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The continued easing 
of sanctions against 

Russia does not reflect the 
real situation in the war 
or in diplomacy and fuels 
the Russian leadership’s 
illusion that they can con-
tinue the war. This week 
alone, the Russians have 
launched over 2,360 at-
tack drones, more than 
1,320 guided aerial bombs, 
and nearly 60 missiles of 
various types at our cities 
and communities.

@ZelenskyyUa

Th e  c e a s e f i re  a n -
nounced in Lebanon, 

however, offers cause for 
hope; it represents a glim-
mer of relief for the Leb-
anese people and for the 
Levant.  I encourage those 
who are working toward 
a diplomatic solution to 
continue peace talks, so 
that the cessation of hos-
tilities throughout the 
Middle East may become 
permanent.

@Pontifex

I strongly condemn 
Saturday’s attack on 

@UNIFIL_ during which 
one French peacekeep-
er was killed & anoth-
er three were injured. I 
extend my deepest con-
dolences to the family, 
friends & colleagues of 
the fallen peacekeeper, 
and wish a full & fast 
recovery to the injured 
peacekeepers.

This is the third in-
cident in recent weeks 
to have resulted in the 
deaths of peacekeepers 
serving in Lebanon.

These attacks must 
stop.

All actors must respect 
the cessation of hostili-
ties & the ceasefire.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

The United States and Iran 
have never formally declared 
war on each other, but they 

have been in conflict for dec-
ades through military strikes, 
proxy wars, and political ten-
sions since the 1979 Iranian 

Revolution.

KNOW WHAT

War of words
Strait in focus

NO 
MORE 
MR. 
NICE 
GUY!”

• Diplomatic efforts 
continue following high-

level talks in Pakistan 
on April 11–12

• Iran and the United 
States, along with Israel, 
are three days away from 
the end of a two-week 
ceasefire that halted the 
Middle East war started by 
surprise US-Israeli strikes 
on Iran on February 28.

AFP | Washington, United States

“No more Mr Nice Guy,” US Pres-
ident Donald Trump declared as 
he confirmed American negotia-

tors will 
travel to Paki-

stan today to resume 
talks aimed at ending the 

war with Iran, while warning 
of sweeping strikes if no deal 
is reached.

Iran, however, appeared cool 
to the prospect of talks, particularly 
in light of the ongoing US blockade of 
its ports, according to Iranian media 
reports.

The Fars and Tasnim news agencies 
cited anonymous sources as saying 
Tehran had yet to decide whether it 
would take part and that “the over-
all atmosphere cannot be assessed as 
very positive”, adding that lifting the 
US blockade was a precondition for 
negotiations.

State-run IRNA, meanwhile, pointed 
to the blockade and Washington’s “un-
reasonable and unrealistic demands”, 
saying that “in these circumstances, 
there is no clear prospect of fruitful 
negotiations”.

Iran and the United States, along 
with Israel, are just three days away 
from the end of the two-week cease-
fire that halted the Middle East war, 
ignited by surprise US-Israeli strikes 
on Iran on February 28.

There has so far been only a single, 

2 1 -
h o u r 
n e g o t i -
ating session 
held in Islamabad 
on April 11 that ended in-
conclusively, though groundwork 
for fresh talks continued afterwards.

“We’re offering a very fair and rea-
sonable DEAL, and I hope they take it,” 
Trump said in his post.

Iran’s speaker of parliament and 
senior negotiator Mohammad Bagher 
Ghalibaf had insisted as recently as 
Saturday night that the two sides were 
“still far from the final discussion”.

Vance will lead US team
US Vice President JD Vance will lead 

the US delegation for talks with Iran in 
Pakistan, a White House official said 

yes-
t e r d a y 
-- shortly after President 
Donald Trump said he would not 
make the trip.

Early in the day, Trump announced 
he was sending negotiators to Islam-
abad for meetings with Tehran about 
ending the conflict that has raged in 
the Middle East, with a ceasefire soon 
set to expire.

The president however said Vance 
-- who led the last round of talks with 
Tehran in Islamabad, but came away 

w i t h  n o 
deal -- would 
not make the trip, 
citing security con-
cerns. “It’s only because 
of security,” Trump told 
ABC News. “JD’s great.”

But the White House quick-
ly flipped the script, when asked 
about those comments.

The United States is going 
to knock out every single 
Power Plant, and every 

single Bridge, in Iran. NO 
MORE MR. NICE GUY!. 

They’ll come down fast, 
they’ll come down easy 

and, if they dont take the 
DEAL, it will be my Honor 
to do what has to be done, 

which should have been 
done to Iran, by other 

Presidents, for the last 47 
years.

The US-Iran 
ceasefire is 
scheduled 
to end on 
Wednesday

Iran 
decided to 
fire bullets 
yesterday 

in the Strait 
of Hormuz 

— A Total 
Violation 

of our 
Ceasefire 

Agreement!

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
warned that any attempt 
to pass through the strait 
without permission “will be 
considered cooperation with 
the enemy, and the offending 
vessel will be targeted”. “

Heightened 
security

• The previous 
delegation was led 
by Vice President JD 
Vance and included 
Middle East envoy 
Steve Witkoff, who 
led the aborted 
pre-war talks.

AFP

In Islamabad, security had 
been visibly stepped up yes-

terday ahead of the expected 
talks.

Authorities announced road 
closures and traffic restric-
tions across the city, as well as 
in neighbouring Rawalpindi.

AFP journalists saw armed 
guards and checkpoints near 
Islamabad’s most secure hotels 
-- the Marriott and the Serena.

“Citizens are earnestly re-

quested to cooperate with the 
security agencies,” a city offi-
cial posted on X.

The previous delegation was 
led by Vice President JD Vance 
and included Middle East en-
voy Steve Witkoff, who led the 
aborted pre-war talks.

A major sticking point of 
negotiations has been Iran’s 
stockpile of near-weapons-
grade enriched uranium.

Trump said on Friday that 
Iran had agreed to hand over 
its roughly 440 kilogrammes 
of enriched uranium. “We’re 
going to get it by going in with 
Iran, with lots of excavators,” 
he said. But Iran’s foreign min-
istry has said the stockpile, 
thought to be buried deep un-
der rubble from US bombing 
in last June’s 12-day war, was 
“not going to be transferred 
anywhere”, and surrendering 
it “to the US has never been 
raised in negotiations”.

A UK maritime security agency 
said the Revolutionary Guards 

fired at one tanker, while security 
intelligence firm Vanguard Tech 

reported the force had threatened 
to "destroy" an empty cruise ship 
that was fleeing the Gulf. In the 

third incident, the UK agency said it 
received a report of a vessel “being 
hit by an unknown projectile, which 
caused damage” to shipping con-

tainers but no fire.

Trump said of 
the incidents: 
“That wasn’t 
nice, was it?”

A bulldozer clears the rubble from the site of an Israeli airstrike as people return to Beirut’s southern suburbs

Lebanon 
PM to Paris
French President Em-

manuel Macron will 
tomorrow meet with 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Nawaf Salam in Paris, his 
office announced, a day 
after a French peacekeep-
er was killed in Lebanon 
and amid a fragile 10-
day truce between Israel 
and Iran-backed militant 
group Hezbollah.

Iranian airport 
reopens

Iran will resume international 
flights today from Mashhad 

airport in the country's north-
east, its civil aviation authority 
said.

Israeli 
soldier killed

Israel’s military an-
nounced the death 

of a second soldier 
died during combat 
in southern Lebanon, 
where fighting has not 
stopped despite a tem-
porary ceasefire that 
started Friday.

The Israeli  army 
death toll in the six-
week war between 
Israel and Hezbollah 
in Lebanon is now 15, 
according to an AFP 
tally based on military 
figures.

Turkey hopes for extension 

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan said yesterday he was 
“optimistic” that a two-week ceasefire between Iran and the 

United States that expires on Wednesday, would be extended, 
allowing more time for talks between the sides.

“Blue Line” marking 
the Israel-Lebanon 
border

Source: article by Daniel Meier and maps by Hisham Ashkar in the journal Espace politique, based on "The Israeli Experience in Lebanon" by George Solley
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Vance will lead US team to Iran talks in Pakistan: W.House

Israel says to use ‘full force’ 
if soldiers face threat

AFP | Sa Nur, Palestinian Terri-
tories

Israeli Defence Minister 
Israel Katz said yesterday 
that the military had been 

instructed to use “full force” in 
Lebanon -- even during the on-
going ceasefire -- should Israeli 
troops face any threat.

“Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and I have instruct-
ed the IDF to act with full force, 
both on the ground and from 
the air, including during the 
ceasefire, in order to protect 
our soldiers in Lebanon from 
any threat,” Katz said at a func-
tion in the occupied West Bank.

He said that 

the military had also been or-
dered to demolish any struc-
ture or roads that were “boo-
by-trapped” and threatened 
soldiers.

The aim is “to remove the 
houses in the villages near the 
border that served in every re-
spect as Hezbollah terror out-
posts and threatened Israeli 
communities,” Katz added.

An Israeli soldier was killed 
in southern Lebanon on Friday 
-- the day a 10-day ceasefire be-
tween Israel and Lebanon came 
into effect -- when he entered 
a booby-trapped building, the 
military reported.

Katz has repeatedly said Isra-
el would demolish houses along 
the border as part of efforts 
to establish a security zone in 
southern Lebanon.

On Saturday, Israeli forces 
carried out demolitions in the 
town of Bint Jbeil, the scene of 
intense fighting with Hezbol-
lah prior to the recently agreed 
ceasefire.

“The overarching goal of the 
campaign in Lebanon is the dis-
armament of Hezbollah and the 
removal of threat to northern 
communities, through a com-
bination of military and dip-
lomatic measures,” Katz said.

“If the Lebanese government 
continues to fail to uphold its 

obligations -- the IDF will do 
so through continued 

military action.”

Trump orders negotiators to Pa-
kistan, but Iran on the fence over 

talks
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Blue Origin launches rocket with used booster for first time
AFP | Washington, United States

Blue Origin, the US space com-
pany of Amazon founder Jeff 

Bezos, yesterday successfully 
reused and recovered a booster 
for its New Glenn rocket, con-
firming its mastery of a technical 
feat that could boost its launch 
cadence and expand its rivalry 
with SpaceX. But the uncrewed 
mission also suffered a partial 
setback: the satellite carried into 
space by the rocket did not settle 
into the right orbit.

The company has launched 
the New Glenn twice before, 
but only with new rocket boost-
ers. It has previously launched 
its smaller New Shepard rock-
et, primarily used for suborbi-
tal space tourism, with reused 
components in a less technically 
challenging operation.

The novel recycling approach 
comes amid fierce competition 
between Bezos’s firm and fellow 
tech titan Elon Musk’s SpaceX, 

which has also recovered a 
booster from a launched rocket.

The New Glenn rocket, stand-
ing at 98 meters (321 feet) tall, 
lifted off from Florida’s Cape 
Canaveral with its reused boost-
er at about 7:25 am (1125 GMT) 
carrying a communications sat-
ellite for the company AST Spac-
eMobile.

After liftoff, the rocket’s two 
stages separated, with the upper 
stage continuing its journey car-
rying the satellite into space. Its 
booster successfully landed on a 
floating platform in the Atlantic 
Ocean about nine minutes and 
30 seconds after takeoff.

Blue Origin said later in a 
statement on X that the satel-
lite turned on properly but was 
placed in “an off-nominal orbit.” 
The gravity of this error was 
not immediately known. The 
company said it was assessing 
the mishap.

In November, Blue Origin re-
covered a New Glenn booster 

for the first time, succeeding 
in the complex technical chal-
lenge that culminated with a 
controlled vertical landing on a 
floating platform.

A previous attempt in January 
2025 to recover the booster was 
unsuccessful after its engines 
failed to reignite during descent.

The booster used in Sunday’s 
launch was refurbished after 
its previous flight. For this first 
reuse, the company replaced all 
of its engines and made several 
other modifications.

The New Glenn is at the heart 
of Bezos’s space ambitions as he 
competes with Musk in NASA’s 
Artemis lunar programme, with 
their companies both developing 
lunar landers for the US space 
agency. The United States is 
doubling down on efforts to re-
turn astronauts to the surface of 
the Moon in 2028, before the end 
of President Donald Trump’s 
second term and a deadline set 
by Chinese rivals.

This screen grab taken from a Blue Origin broadcast shows the booster of Blue Origin’s New Glenn rocket landing on a 
floating platform in the Atlantic Ocean

Rat poison found in baby 
food jar in Austria

AFP | Vienna, Austria

Austrian police have found 
rat poison in a baby food 
jar in a probe that has 

seen the company HiPP recall 
the line over suspected tam-
pering, with the firm stating 
yesterday its production process 
was not to blame.

The HiPP brand’s German 
base announced the recall at 
SPAR supermarkets in Austria 
late Friday over the possibility 
that “a hazardous substance” 
was introduced into its “car-
rot with potato” puree through 
tampering.

As part of ongoing investiga-
tions in Germany, police have 
seized jars in Austria, as well as 
the Czech Republic and Slova-
kia, police in Austria’s eastern 
Burgenland province said in a 
statement late Saturday.

“A sample of the seized prod-
uct was examined on Saturday 
afternoon and tested positive 
for rat poison,” they said.

HiPP said on Sunday that 

i ts  “production,  quali-
ty, and control process-
es are fully intact ” and 
the incident “is in no way 
related to product quality or  
production”.

“According to the current 
state of knowledge, as officially 
confirmed by the authorities, 
the case concerns only clearly 
defined sales channels,” a HiPP 
spokesman told AFP.

“Products and distribution 

c h a n -
nels in Germa-

ny or other European coun-
tries that are not part of the 
investigation are not affected,” 
he added.

Consumer warning
Austria’s agency for food pro-

tection said on Saturday that rat 
poison may have been intro-
duced as part of an extortion 

scheme.Customers were asked 
not to consume the product, 
which can be identified by a 
white label with a red circle 
on the bottom of the jar, and 
instead return it to the store 
of purchase. Czech police on 
Sunday on X also warned con-
sumers.The scare is the latest to 
hit the baby food market.

Since December, several man-
ufacturers -- including Europe-
an giants such as Nestle, Danone 
and Lactalis -- have issued re-
calls of infant formula in more 

than 60 countries that could 
be contaminated with 

the toxin cereulide.
Several infants 

who consumed pow-
dered milk containing cereulide 
-- which can cause nausea, vom-
iting and diarrhoea -- have died, 
according to French authorities.

French prosecutors said in 
March the death of one baby 
in January “does not appear 
to be linked” to the infant’s 
consumption of contaminated  
formula.

North Korea fires 
short-range ballistic 
missiles in latest 
weapons tests
AFP | Seoul, South Korea

North Korea test-fired 
multiple short-range 

ballistic missiles yesterday, 
South Korea’s military said, 
the latest in a recent flurry 
of launches by the nucle-
ar-armed state.

The Sunday launches add 
to a series of weapons tests 
Pyongyang has carried out 
in recent weeks, including 
ballistic missiles, anti-war-
ship cruise missiles and 
cluster munitions.

“Our military detected 
several short-range ballis-
tic missiles fired into the 
East Sea from the Sinpo area 
of North Korea at around 
6:10am (GMT 21:10),” South 
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said, referring to a body of 
water also known as the Sea 
of Japan.

“The missiles flew ap-
proximately 140 kilometres 
(86.9 miles), and South Ko-
rean and US intelligence au-
thorities are conducting a 
detailed analysis of their ex-
act specifications,” it added.

Experts carry out controlled blast of WWII bomb near Paris
AFP | Colombes, France

Bomb disposal experts car-
ried out a controlled under-

ground detonation of a World 
War II explosive near Paris on 
Sunday, an AFP journalist re-
ported, after authorities evac-
uated more than a thousand 
residents.

Nearly 800 police cordoned 
off the site in the northwest 
suburb of Colombes, where the 
device was first discovered on 
April 10.

An AFP journalist heard the 
explosion around 3:20 pm (1320 
GMT) as experts detonated the 
bomb in a two-metre-deep (6.5-
foot) pit.

Officials also confirmed the 
operation had been carried out.

The controlled explosion was 
ordered after specialists had 
failed in one bid to remove the 
detonator from the explosive, 

which measured more than one 
metre in length, excluding the 

tail section.
Footage of the operation 

showed rusted metal frag-
ments at the bottom of a sand 
pit,  reinforced with thick 
timber planks and concrete  
walls.

Residents within a 450-metre 
radius were told early Sunday 
to move to local reception cen-
tres. Authorities expect to allow 
them back into their homes lat-
er in the day. Some local roads 
were closed to traffic and public 
transport.

Local official Alexandre Bru-
gere on Thursday had described 
the operation as “risky” and re-
quiring a “high level of prepa-
ration”.

Unexploded World War II 
ordnance is still found across 
Europe, particularly in Germa-
ny where bombs are regular-
ly discovered on construction 
sites, 80 years after the conflict 
ended.

members of the police Explosive ordnance disposal unit (EOD) operating to 
neutralise a bomb from World War II partially uncovered near a residential 
area, in Paris’ northwestern suburb of Colombes

Fire razes 1,000 
'stilt' homes in 
Malaysia's Sabah
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

A huge fire destroyed 
about 1,000 makeshift 

homes, many of them built 
on stilts over water, and dis-
placed thousands of people 
in a coastal village in Malay-
sia's Sabah state yesterday, 
authorities said.

The blaze broke out ear-
ly on Sunday morning in a 
"water village" in Sandakan 
district in Sabah's north-
east, where some of Ma-
laysia's poorest residents, 
including indigenous and 
stateless communities, live 
in closely packed, wooden 
stilt houses.

Eight Children 
Killed in 
Louisiana 
Shooting

AFP

Eight children were killed 
in a shooting spree early 

Sunday in the southern US 
state of Louisiana, in what 
police said appears to have 
been an incident of domes-
tic violence.

The gunman, who was 
not immediately identified, 
was fatally shot by police af-
ter a car chase, officials said.

The incident took place 
in the city of Shreveport, 
in northwestern Louisiana.

“This is a rather exten-
sive crime scene spanning 
between two residences,” 
police Corporal Chris Bor-
delon told a press confer-
ence, adding that a third 
residence was also part of 
the scene being combed by 
investigators.

The victims ranged in age 
from one to 14, Bordelon 
said.

“Some of the children in-
side were his descendants,” 
he added.

Two other people were 
struck by gunfire, but their 
conditions were not imme-
diately known.

The suspect carjacked 
a vehicle and led police 
on a chase before officers 
opened fire and the assail-
ant was killed.

“We do believe him to 
be the only individual that 
fired gunshots at these lo-
cations,” Bordelon said, call-
ing the incident a “domestic 
disturbance.”

The United States, where 
firearms are readily avail-
able, is a frequent scene of 
gun violence, with thou-
sands of people killed every 
year.

“It’s a terrible morning 
in Shreveport and we all 
mourn with the victims,” 
Mayor Tom Arceneaux said 
at the press conference.
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A striking fact: despite 
the tool’s rough nature, 
skilled chainsaw artists 

can produce highly 
intricate works—such 

as lifelike animals, 
human faces, and 

even delicate textures 
like feathers or fur—

often completing large 
sculptures in just a 

few hours, something 
that could take days or 
weeks with hand tools.

KNOW

BETTER

South Korea’s chainsaw artist carves a name for herself at 91
AFP | Paju, South Korea

South Korean sculptor Kim 
Yun Shin wields a chainsaw 

with a quiet focus, refining a 
craft the 91-year-old has honed 
over decades spent far from 
home.

Long overlooked in her home 
country, Kim has more recent-
ly gained recognition as a pi-
oneering artist, featuring in a 
sweeping retrospective at South 
Korea’s esteemed Hoam Muse-
um of Art.

The solo exhibition, titled 
“Two Be One”, is the institu-
tion’s first since its founding 
in 1982 to spotlight a woman 
artist, and includes some of her 
signature abstract sculptures 
hewn from hardwood with her 
tool of choice.

“The saw is my body,” Kim 
told AFP in her studio in Paju, 
a city northwest of the capital 
Seoul.

“When I lift it and cut (the 
wood), it has to move exactly 
like me -- the saw has to become 
me, and I have to become the 
saw.”

Hoam is exhibiting about 170 
of Kim’s sculptures and paint-
ings, reflecting her reverence 
for nature and blending spirit-
uality with meditations on ex-
istence, material and form.

Born in 1935 in Wonsan, now 
in North Korea, she grew up 
playing alone in the country-
side, talking to trees and rice 
paddies, and making eyeglasses 
out of sorghum stalks.

At the time, Korea was under 
Japanese colonial rule. Kim saw 
her older brother disappear af-

ter joining the independence 
movement, and pine trees in her 
town cut down for fuel.

“ T h o s e  t r e e s  we re  my 
friends,” she said, recalling the 
pain of seeing them uprooted 
-- and her drive to salvage and 
transform them into works of 
sculpture.

“I think I wanted them to en-
dure -- to keep living on within 
that (art) form. Maybe that’s 
why I’ve loved working with 
wood so much.”

Chainsaw carving

Kim’s family fled south dur-
ing the horrors of the Korean 
War, and she later studied in 
France before returning to be-
come an art professor in Seoul.

South Korea was then under 
a brutal military dictatorship. 
Authorities held artists in sus-
picion: a friend of Kim’s was 
interrogated simply for using 
red, a colour associated with 
North Korean communism.

“Women, in particular, were 
virtually invisible,” she told AFP, 
noting that her superiors would 
comment on the length of her 

skirt and tell her to refrain from 
smoking on college campuses.

At 48, drawn by the abundant 
trees in Argentina, she made the 
unusual choice to move to the 
South American nation, then 
just restoring democracy after 
a dictatorship of its own.

She ended up staying for 40 

years, taking up chainsaw carv-
ing.

Kim focused on dense, dura-
ble wood such as palo santo and 
“algarrobo”, and also worked 
with quarries in Mexico and 
Brazil, experimenting with 
stone sculpture using materials 
such as onyx and sodalite.

She managed to forge her 
“own artistic world, nourished 
by the country’s culture and 
nature”, Tae Hyun-sun, senior 
curator at Hoam, told AFP.

Pave the way
Like many women artists of 

her generation, Kim has only 
recently gained global rec-

ognition, said Rachel 
L e h m a n n ,  t h e 

co -founder of 
L e h m a n n 

M a u p i n 
which rep-
resents Kim 
internation-
ally and has 
shown her 

work in Lon-
don and New 

York.
“Her persever-

ance and lifelong ded-
ication have helped pave the 
way for subsequent generations 
of women artists,” she told AFP.

Kim returned to South Korea 
after a major 2023 solo show in 
Seoul that propelled her to the 
Venice Biennale the following 
year.

Among her former mentees in 
Buenos Aires is Korean-Argen-
tine filmmaker Cecilia Kang, 40, 
an award-winning director who 

is now making a film about her.
As the daughter of Korean 

immigrants, she felt pressure 
to follow a conventional path, 
but Kim -- whom Kang first met 
when she was 13 -- showed her 
“that pursuing a life doing what 
one loves is possible”.

At 15, Kim, who was a war ref-
ugee, changed her name to Yun 
Shin – “truth and faith” – on the 
advice of a monk who urged her 
to spend her life discovering her 
“true colour”.

Those words have always 
“stayed vivid with me”, she said. 
“Sometimes I feel they are what 
have carried me through this 
life.”

South Korean sculptor Kim Yun Shin using 
a chainsaw to create a work at her studio 
in Paju Visitors 

looking at 
works of South 
Korean sculptor 
Kim Yun Shin in her 
retrospective exhibition, 
titled “Two Be One”, at Hoam Museum 
of Art in Yongin.

Israel re-establishes evacuated 
West Bank settlement
• Several cabinet 
members and lawmakers 
attended the ceremony 
near a cluster of 
white prefabricated 
homes arranged in 
rows on a hilltop.

AFP | Sa Nur, Palestinian Terri-
tories

Israeli ministers yesterday 
officially reopened Sa-Nur, 
a settlement in the occupied 

West Bank that was evacuated 
20 years ago, marking the occa-
sion with defiant declarations 
against Palestinian statehood 
and calls to resettle Gaza.

Several cabinet members and 
lawmakers attended the cer-
emony near a cluster of white 
prefabricated homes arranged 
in rows on a hilltop.

Excluding east Jerusalem, 
more than 500,000 Israelis now 
live in the West Bank in settle-
ments that are illegal under in-
ternational law, among some 
three million Palestinians.

"On this exciting day, we cele-
brate a historic correction to the 
criminal expulsion from North-
ern Samaria," Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich said, using the 
Israeli biblical term for part of 

the West Bank.
Sa-Nur's settlers were evict-

ed in 2005 as part of Israel's 
so-called disengagement policy 
that also saw the country with-
draw troops and settlers from 
the Gaza Strip.

The policy promoted by then-
prime minister Ariel Sharon was 
framed as a security measure in-
tended to reduce Israel's civilian 
and military footprint in densely 

populated Palestinian areas.
Israel's current government, 

considered one of the most 
right-wing in the country's his-
tory, approved the reconstruc-
tion of all four northern West 
Bank settlements evacuated in 
2005.

Authorities have approved 126 
housing units in Sa-Nur alone.

"We are cancelling the shame 
of the disengagement, bur-

ying the idea of a Palestinian 
state and returning to the set-
tlement of Sa-Nur," Smotrich  
said.

Smotrich, a far-right minister 
in the ruling coalition and a set-
tler himself, also called for the 
resettlement of the Gaza Strip 
as a "security belt" for the State 
of Israel.

Israeli media reported that 
16 families had moved into the 
re-established settlement in re-
cent days, adding that the new 
residents included Yossi Dagan, 
head of the northern West Bank 
Settlements Council.

Dagan was among those evac-
uated from Sa-Nur in 2005.

"For me, this is both a national 
and a personal closing of a cir-
cle," Dagan said after cutting the 
ribbon at the ceremony.

"No more uprootings, no more 
retreats. We have returned to 
stay."

Israel has occupied the West 
Bank since 1967 and since then 
settlement expansion has been 
a policy under successive Israeli 
governments.

But it has accelerated signif-
icantly under the current co-
alition government of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

More than 100 settlements 
have been approved since the 
government came to power in 
2022, according to activists and 
authorities.

A group of Israeli settlers gather in front of the structure of a mosque at the end of the resettlement ceremony of Sa-Nur, 
south of Jenin in the Israeli-occupied West Bank

500k
Excluding east Jerusalem, 
more than 500,000 Israelis 
now live in the West Bank 

in settlements that are 
illegal under international 

law

Pope Leo XIV calls 
for ‘hope’ before 
100,000 faithful in 
Angola

AFP | Luanda, Angola

Tens of thousands of 
people attended a giant 

open-air mass by Pope Leo 
XIV outside the Angolan 
capital yesterday, where he 
delivered a message of hope 
to the resource-rich coun-
try marked by poverty and 
inequality.

L e o  f l e w  t o  Po r t u -
guese-speaking Angola on 
Saturday, the third leg of a 
whirlwind four-nation Af-
rican tour on which he has 
condemned corruption and 
the plunder of the conti-
nent’s resources -- and had 
a high-profile spat with US 
President Donald Trump.

Around 100,000 people 
attended the pontiff ’s first 
mass in Angola at Kilamba, 
around 30 kilometres (19 
miles) from Luanda, the 
Vatican said, citing local au-
thorities.

The pope encouraged the 
crowd “to look to the future 
with hope” in a “new be-
ginning” for the nation still 
scarred by a 27-year civil war 
that ended in 2002.
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GCC Rejects Conflict Politics

Jasem Mohammed Albu-
daiwi, Secretary-General 
of the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC), stressed that 
the region consistently works 
toward building a stable and 
secure regional environment 
through constructive policies 
focused on development and 
prosperity rather than conflict 
and war.

His remarks came during a 
session titled “The Middle East 
After Zero-Sum Politics,” held 
on the sidelines of the Antalya 
Diplomacy Forum in Türkiye. 
The session also featured Jor-
dan’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Ayman 

Safadi, and Arab League Sec-
retary-General Ahmed Aboul 
Gheit.

Albudaiwi said the GCC has 
long been committed to diplo-
macy and dialogue, guided by 
principles of respecting state 
sovereignty, non-interference, 
and peaceful resolution of dis-
putes, which have strengthened 
mutual trust with regional and 
international partners.

He also referred to recent Ira-
nian attacks on GCC states, de-
scribing them as serious and un-
justified, and noted their impact 
on regional security. However, 
he affirmed that these incidents 
have not changed the GCC’s stra-

tegic approach, which remains 
focused on development, stabil-
ity, and humanitarian support.

The GCC Secretary-General 
highlighted the Council’s active 
role in regional issues, particu-
larly its support for the Pales-
tinian cause and the two-state 
solution, alongside humanitar-
ian and political initiatives in 
various crises. He stressed that 
regional and global stability is a 
shared responsibility.

He further underlined that 
regional organisations are no 
longer optional but essential, 
noting that success is measured 
not only by internal cohesion 
but also by the ability to build 

partnerships and contribute to 
global stability.

In this context, he said the GCC 
has strengthened its internation-
al role through 28 strategic part-
nerships and cooperation with 
eight regional organisations, po-
sitioning itself as a key bridge for 
dialogue, peace, and prosperity.

Albudaiwi concluded that the 
GCC’s achievements reflect col-
lective Gulf strength and resil-
ience, along with its ability to 
deliver outcomes beyond expec-
tations, reinforcing its standing 
on the global stage and support-
ing a cooperative regional frame-
work that advances security and 
stability.

“Our achievements 
reflect the strength of 
collective Gulf action 

and our ability to 
deliver results that 

exceed expectations”
JASEM MOHAMMED ALBUDAIWI

Peace Dialogue 
Takes Priority

His Majesty King Ab-
dullah II held talks 
w i t h  A l exa n d e r 

Stubb at Al Husseiniya Palace, 
focusing on strengthening bi-
lateral relations and addressing 
key regional developments.

The meeting, attended by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Al Hussein bin Abdullah II, 
highlighted opportunities to 
expand cooperation between 
Jordan and Finland, particular-
ly in education and technology.

King Abdullah II stressed 

that Jordan’s strategic loca-
tion and regional role provide 
a strong foundation for deeper 
partnership and dialogue with 
Finland. He underscored the 
importance of joint efforts to 
enhance dialogue and pursue 
peaceful solutions to regional 
challenges.

The King also described 
President Stubb’s visit as a key 
opportunity to explore new 
avenues of collaboration, re-
inforcing ties between the two 
countries.

Egypt Rejects Sovereignty Threats

Egyptian President Ab-
del Fattah El-Sisi re-
iterated Egypt’s firm 

rejection of any attack on the 
sovereignty of Kuwait or any 
other Arab state, stressing that 
the security of Arab countries 
is integral to Egypt’s national 
security.

According to a statement by 
the Egyptian presidency, the 
remarks came during a meet-
ing in Cairo with Kuwait ’s 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Jar-
rah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, 
in the presence of Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to Egypt and sen-
ior foreign ministry officials.

President El-Sisi affirmed 
Egypt’s full support for Ku-
wait’s security and stability, 
and backed all measures tak-
en to protect its sovereignty 
and national interests. He also 
highlighted Egypt’s continued 
commitment to supporting 
Arab security and stability.

He conveyed his greetings to 

Kuwait’s Emir Shaikh Meshal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
praising the strong historical 
and fraternal ties between the 
two countries.

The talks also covered ways 

to enhance bilateral relations, 
particularly in investment and 
trade, in a manner that serves 
mutual interests and reflects 
the growing momentum in 
Egypt-Kuwait relations.

Sailors and Marines aboard the USS Rushmore conduct blockade operations in the Arabian Sea.

Nations Welcome Libya Budget Deal

Saudi Arabia and several 
other countries have wel-
comed Libya’s signing of 

a unified 2026 national budget, 
marking the first consolidated 
financial plan in over a decade 
and a significant step toward 
bridging divisions between 
eastern and western authorities.

The agreement, signed on 
April 11, is seen as a key mile-
stone in strengthening econom-
ic coordination and restoring 
unified financial governance in 
the country.

In a joint statement, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, the United States, 
Türkiye, the UAE, the United 
Kingdom, Egypt, France, Ger-
many, and Italy praised the 
move, calling it a constructive 
effort that could enhance unity, 
stability, and long-term pros-
perity for Libya.

The countries stressed that 
full implementation of the 
budget would be critical in sta-
bilising Libya’s economy, pro-

tecting the value of the Libyan 
dinar, and improving citizens’ 
purchasing power. It is also ex-
pected to support development 
projects, attract international 
investment, and strengthen key 
institutions such as the Central 
Bank of Libya, the National Oil 
Corporation, and the Libyan 
Audit Bureau.

A major feature of the budget 
is the inclusion of the National 

Oil Corporation’s first opera-
tional funding in years, along 
with allocations aimed at boost-
ing energy production under 
enhanced oversight mecha-
nisms.

The statement highlighted 
that increased oil and gas output 
would not only support Libya’s 
economic recovery but also con-
tribute to regional and global 
energy stability.

The Bahrain highlighted the vital role of the UN Mission in 
South Sudan in advancing peace efforts, bridging divides, and 

promoting dialogue, while also expressing concern over escalating 
violence and worsening humanitarian conditions, and stressing 
the broader impact of regional instability on humanitarian access 
and essential supply chains affecting vulnerable populations.

Advancing Peace in South Sudan



NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOREMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.
COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
SAMBOOSA BOX has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKERS(FOOD 
& BEVERAGES INDUSTRY), suit-
ably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33367000 or WADIBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons 
B.S.C (c) has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORK SUPERVISOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17250627 or admin01@kameshki.
com
AL OLAYA SUITES HOTEL  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17161616 or 
CORP@DADABAI.COM
ASB SECURITY SOLUTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35070603 or 
MAGICSHINE775@YAHOO.COM
BURGER ZOOM W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FOOD SER-
VICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17407010 or 
PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
BLACK55 BROKERAGE IN REAL ES-
TATE has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33343321 or RASHED.RIFFA@
GMAIL.COM
SHAHAD ALZAFARAN ROASTERY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33154547 or ASIA.
STAR905@GMAIL.COM
EZELDIN MARKETING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 35940120 or 
MOHAMEDEZZ.EEAA@GMAIL.COM
G U R N T SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34213050 or GURNT.BH@
GMAIL.COM
AERO COOL W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
38825111 or mohammed.fateel.94@
gmail.com
MILD CONSTRUCTION EST has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
35498877 or Mild.construction@
GMAIL.COM
EROS CONSTRUCTION OF BUILD-
INGS AND SERVIES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37706619 or 
jassim0087alaiwi@gmail.com
ADHRAA LAUNDRY 5 has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of LAUNDER-
ER/PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
37799312 or UM.NARJIS294@
GMAIL.COM
ITQAN PLUS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38028364 or BA6110176@
GMAIL.COM
AL NAMAL RESTURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33522100 or MTAHIRNAWAZ786@
GMAIL.COM

SINGH24248@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVL-
OPMENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17226618 or 
ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
TAFCO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33502933 or Taf-
cobuilding@gmail.com
SIXPENCE HR SOLUTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SYSTEM ANALYST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 13600014 or 
hhasan@6-pence.com
SMART WAY FACILITIES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39881099 
or GREENLIGHTBAHRAIN@GMAIL.
COM
BUSY BUCKS SERVICES CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37901071 or 
IBRAHIMPERVEZ523@GMAIL.COM
FAST FOUR SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33993295 or 
DOCUMENTBHA9@GMAIL.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33461761 or MAJAD-
JAVED12@GMAIL.COM
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of FITTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17674319 or DUAI-
JMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
FLYON TRAVELS AND TOURISM 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
38814230 or CHSHAFIQ581@GMAIL.
COM
AL MANARTAIN COMPANY AND ALI 
ALSHEAB GROUP WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MACHINE 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17590097 or 
ALSHAAB@BATELCO.COMM.BH
HOUSE OF HAPPINESS FOR WOM-
EN  MASSAGE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASSEUR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37777853 or MONAAMIN860@
GMAIL.COM
GULF TAIPEI CHAINES RESTAU-
RANT has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17756786 or 
KHALILDAWANI@YAHOO.CO.UK
ISLAMIC ASSOCIATION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY 
MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17671788 or islamiya-
bahrain@gmail.com
Alharv Maintenance and repair of 
motor vehicles has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36665448 or ALSHAIKH619@YA-
HOO.COM
HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES BAHRAIN 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of MANAGER (PROJECT), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33993977 or MOHAMMED.ALDER-
AZI@HUAWEI.COM
TAYLOS MANPOWER CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
SECRETARY, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17256664 or sma-
jeed.alsharaf@gmail.com
FAST LINE FOR MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39860099 or INFO.DAMIRGROUP@
GMAIL.COM
FEDORA CONTRACTING CO WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 

SHAMS ALMANAR BLACKSMITH 
AND WELDING AND FAB has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WELD-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39999045 or shamsalma-
nar.bwf@gmail.com
LAILAI RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
37757535 or retheeshkumarp@
gmail.com
RAM MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SPE-
CIALISED DOCTOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39999751 or 
BH.CEO@RAMCLINICS.COM
DS SMART FACILITIES SUPPORT 
SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
35458472 or SAJJAD.AKHTAR49@
HOTMAIL.COM
ENERSERV TECHNICAL SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TECHNICIAN(GAS 
EXTRACTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17599031 
or ABDULLA.HASAN@ENERSERV.
COM.BH
DUNKIN' DONUTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of STORE MANAG-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 13300100 or info@dunkindo-
nutsbh.com
SADEQ SKY LINE CLEANING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37722742 or SADEQCON-
STRUCTION@GMAIL.COM
DESIGNS JOY AMOUR EVENTS FILI-
PINO VIBEHOUSE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37276699 or SHERYL-
FULGAR2020@GMAIL.COM
VI INTERIORS AND CARPENTRY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36144497 or INFO@VIINTERIORS.
COM
GOLDEN DISH W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36037080 or AHMEDI.
PURE@GMAIL.COM
CHARILAOS APOSTOLIDES (BAH-
RAIN) W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39408021 or admin@chapobahain.
com
BRAS WELDING & SMTIHERY & 
FABRICATION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33756144 or JAMES@GCCBAH.COM
MEHNA MARKETING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of AC-
COUNTANTS, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 77992124 or 
ACC.ACURAL@GMAIL.COM
GREEN LIGHT COMBINED SERVICE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
38257455 or GREENLIGHTBH@
GMAIL.COM
NADEEN SCHOOL DILMUNIA W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TEACHER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39206432 or 
shanee.puri@nadeenschool.com
INTERIOR INGENUITY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ERS(LAUNDRY), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34584631 
or GHULAMHUSSAIN2916@GAMIL.
COM
AVTAR SINGH DREAM SERVICES 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPA-
NY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33268512 or AVTAR.

WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39311119 or exp.sev4doc@gmail.com
NANO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MAIN-
TENANCE CLERK, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17227206 or 
GEEPASBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
WASEELA DELIVERY SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35571011 or WASEELA.
GCC@GMAIL.COM
GLYSOLID JEWELLERY DESIGN 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32093797 or ABDUL.4S-
BRI@GMAIL.COM
ORANGE TOWER FOR PACKAGING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33875634 or ORANGETOW-
RBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
HOMZONA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MARKETING EX-
ECUTIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36687854 or KA-
MEL0581952670@GMAIL.COM
TIN TIN SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37372907 or TAHIR-
SHAFIQ705@GMAIL.COM
JAIPUR INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33153139 or SAMIVL-
LAH5896@GMAIL.COM
RAJPOT BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BREAD BAKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39888023 or chshafiq581@
gmail.com
ASKA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34203410 or bmcc.bh@
gmail.com
TEKNOPACT TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ANALYST RESEARCH, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
38806215 or SHUKLAH@EMPACT-
CONSULT.COM
CAKE WALK W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33020410 or MULLAABDEA-
LI7865253@GMAIL.COM
DIGITRACE CONSULTING SERVICES 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
34191352 or ZAHIDRASHID_333@
HOTMAIL.COM
LASPINAS CLEARANCE SERVICE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17271111 
or ABDULLAMANSOORI9@GMAIL.
COM
AL NAMAL FACTORY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17251444 or 
NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
SKILLTECH CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
AIRCONDITIONERS MECHANIC, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34314323 or SUNILBTHOMAS@
GMAIL.COM
TURK EXCAVATION AND CON-
TRACTING COMPANY B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39429987 or 
gro@turk.bh
SAAREZ SPA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39900886 or HASANALFAR-
DAN.82@GMAIL.COM
PODER, THE BREAD MAKER W.L.L 

has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR FOR COMPUTER 
OPERATIONS, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 13117107 or 
DACOSTAJEFFRY@GMAIL.COM
MEALITZA GRILLED CHICKEN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32267458 or 
SIDHARTHAN8113@GMAIL.COM
WALID FATEH COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
35172145 or WALIDBAHRAINI015@
GMAIL.COM
Clear Vision Optical W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES 
EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17257400 or AC-
COUNTS@CLEARVISIONME.COM
Rami Productions Middle East.W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33307369 
or RAMIPRODUCTIONS01@YAHOO.
COM
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36491411 or 
choicefirst82@gmail.com
FUTURE OASIS MANAGMENT CO 
WLL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ADVERTISING SPACE SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39479876 or FUTUREO-
ASIS.BH@GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FLAME-CUT-
TER(HAND), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36937988 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
NOORANI ELECTRICAL  CONTRACT-
ING has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37355560 or 
SHAFIQNOORANI.57@GMAIL.COM
SPEED SHIFT AUTO SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
REPAIRMAN (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36160800 or IJAZAHMAD3392@
GMAIL.COM
HONG KONG CHINESE RESTAU-
RANT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39692001 or HONGKONG@
BATELCO.COM.BH
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SE-
CURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77996666 or 
GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
Riffa Views International School 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TEACHER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 16565000 or 
nalmosawi@rvis.edu.bh
KRONOS CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICAL ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39441273 or MRK1313@GMAIL.COM
SVITZER BAHRAIN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ME-
CHANIC, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66958580 or ah-
mad.hamdy@svitzer.com
TEA TIME W.L.L has a vacancy for 

the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36960999 or INFOBAHRAIN2@
GMAIL.COM
MAAZ MAINTENANCE  W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38430819 or HAR-
RISKHAN2220@GMAIL.COM
ALBARAKA LOGISTIC has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17740444 or info@albarak-
abh.com
FIZZ AND FRESH LAUNDRY & DRY 
CLEANING  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(LAUN-
DRY), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38298941 or MUHAM-
MADZEESHAN8941@GMAIL.COM
GULF & ARAB WORLD RESTAURANT 
CO W .L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262998 or ssaleh@AMER-
ICANA-FOOD.COM
BAHRAIN PRECAST CONCRETE CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17875600 or JSA@BPC.BH
CLASSIC SUPERSTAR GARAGE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38796959 or 
SADAM38796959@GMAIL.COM
ALMOEEN CAFETERIA W.L.L  . has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(JUICE & SANDWICHES), 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17640904 or RAALAALI@
GMAIL.COM
AMRITSAR PUNJABI DHABA  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35398967 or 
surindersingh1304@gmail.com
I K 804 REAL ESTATE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33311247 or TFT336@
GMAIL.COM
Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons 
B.S.C (c) has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17250627 or 
admin01@kameshki.com
Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons 
B.S.C (c) has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17250627 or 
admin01@kameshki.com
A WHISPER OF ROSES FLOWERS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35585883 or 
INFO@SADAART-BH.COM
COZY CORNER RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17745060 or 
SEEMA77.GOV@GMAIL.COM
RIGHT WAY COMBIND COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33589532 or gujranwala.contract-
ing@gmail.com
SHAY MAKHAWI ALLAYL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36177151 or EBRAHIMI-
SA2122@GMAIL.COM
GREEN AIRISH INTERNATIONAL CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17211877 or 
HOPECITYBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
GARRISON CAFETERIA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SAND-
WICHES MAKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33198748 or 
ateeq.dalmiya@gmail.com
RAMEZ TRADING AND MARKETING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALES MANAGER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39788885 or moh.ramez@ramez.net
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Is Carrick quietly winning the United job?
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Michael Carrick is rap-
idly shifting the con-
v e r s a t i o n  a r o u n d 

Manchester United’s long-term 
managerial plans. A 1-0 win over 
Chelsea has not only strength-
ened United’s push for Cham-
pions League qualification, but 
also raised an uncomfortable 
question inside the club: is the 
interim manager doing enough 
to keep the job permanently?

Appointed on an interim basis 
following a turbulent managerial 
change, the Englishman inher-
ited a squad lacking cohesion, 
confidence, and tactical iden-
tity. While United’s hierarchy 
are still believed to be assessing 
more experienced candidates, 
his early results have forced in-
ternal discussions about wheth-
er continuity might now be the 
smarter option.

Controlled win at Stamford 
Bridge

Saturday’s victory over Chel-
sea was not a statement of 
dominance, but it was a clear 
demonstration of control under 
pressure.

Liam Rosenior’s side created 
the clearer chances and even 
struck the woodwork three 
times, yet United’s defensive 
organisation and game manage-
ment allowed them to absorb 
pressure. That ability to stay 
controlled without dominating 
possession ultimately shaped 
the outcome, as they took their 
opportunity when it arrived.

The decisive moment came 
when Matheus Cunha finished 
first time from a Bruno Fer-

nandes cut-back. In that sense, 
the Blues were punished for fail-
ing to convert their dominance 
into goals.

What stood out most was not 
attacking fluency, but structure 
without the ball. This was some-
thing United had frequently 
lacked earlier in the season, and 
its return has been significant.

Tactical discipline
Carrick’s most noticeable im-

pact has been defensive stability. 
United looked compact in a mid-
block, with improved spacing 
between midfield and defence. 
As a result, the transitional cha-
os that had previously exposed 
them against top sides was sig-
nificantly reduced.

This improvement came un-
der difficult circumstances. 
Forced changes before kick-off 
increased the challenge, with 
Matthijs de Ligt absent, Lisan-
dro Martínez and Harry Magu-
ire suspended, and Leny Yoro 
also unavailable late on. Carrick 
was therefore forced to impro-
vise a back line featuring Nous-
sair Mazraoui and 19-year-old 
Ayden Heaven.

Even so, the response was en-
couraging. Heaven impressed 
on debut, showing composure in 

aerial duels and strong position-
al awareness. This also reflects 
Carrick’s willingness to trust 
younger players in high-pres-
sure situations rather than de-
faulting to caution.

The case in Carrick’s favour
The strongest argument for 

Carrick is United’s improved re-
sults in big matches. They have 
remained unbeaten in fixtures 
against “Big Six” opposition un-
der his interim tenure, which 
represents a clear shift from ear-

lier inconsistency.
He has also simplified United’s 

structure. Instead of complexity, 
the emphasis is now on clarity. 
There are fewer risky build-up 
patterns, more direct progres-
sion, and improved game-state 
management. 

In short, United look harder to 
beat, even when they are not at 
their most fluent.

The case against him
However, there are still impor-

tant questions about sustainabil-

ity and long-term ceiling.
United’s performances under 

Carrick have often lacked at-
tacking control. Even when re-
sults improve, dominance is not 
always present. Against Chelsea, 
they were second-best for long 
periods and relied heavily on 
defensive resilience rather than 
sustained control.

There is also the issue of sam-
ple size. A short-term uplift after 
a managerial change is not un-
usual, and elite clubs often see 
“new manager bounce” effects 

that fade over time.
Most importantly, the club 

is still reportedly considering 
more experienced managers. 
These candidates bring proven 
long-term records at the highest 
level, something Carrick does 
not yet have.

Verdict: a genuine debate 
emerging

With five matches remaining, 
United are in control of their 
Champions League qualification 
hopes. Carrick has stabilised the 
team during a volatile period, 
and that stability should not be 
underestimated.

However, whether that is 
enough for a permanent ap-
pointment depends on what the 
club values more. The choice is 
between short-term stability in 
the dressing room or long-term 
certainty under an elite-level 
manager.

Right now, Michael Carrick 
has not fully won the job, but he 
has done enough to make this a 
far less straightforward decision 
for Sir Jim Ratcliffe and his IN-
EOS team.

Portuguese Magnifico
Bruno Fernandes closing in on Premier League assist history

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Bruno Fernandes is on the 
verge of etching his name 

into Premier League history. 
Despite missing three match-
es this season, the Manchester 
United captain has surged into 
contention for the single-season 
assist record — one of the most 
prestigious creative milestones 
in English football.

Fernandes registered his 18th 
assist of the 2025–26 campaign 
in United’s latest outing, contin-
uing a remarkable run of form 
that has seen him deliver six 
assists in his last six appear-
ances. With five matches still to 
play, the Portuguese playmak-
er stands just two assists away 
from matching the all-time re-
cord of 20.

That benchmark is current-
ly shared by two legends of 
the game. Thierry Henry first 
set the mark during Arsenal’s 
2002–03 season, reflecting the 
elegance and efficiency that 
defined his career. Nearly two 
decades later, Kevin De Bruyne 
matched the feat in Manches-
ter City’s 2019–20 campaign, 
underlining his status as one of 
the league’s greatest midfield 
creators.

Fernandes’ pursuit is made 
even more impressive by the 

context. Missing matches typ-
ically derails record chases, yet 
he has maintained relentless 
consistency. His vision, passing 
range, and ability to unlock de-
fenses have made him the focal 
point of Manchester United’s 
attack throughout the season.

Reaching 18 assists already 
places Fernandes among an elite 
group. Only a handful of players 
have ever reached or surpassed 
the 15-assist mark in a single 
Premier League season. Notable 
names such as Mesut Özil, Cesc 
Fàbregas, Frank Lampard, and 
Mohamed Salah have all hit 18, 

but none managed to surpass 
the 20-assist ceiling set by Hen-
ry and De Bruyne.

What sets Fernandes apart is 

his versatility. He is not just a 
provider but also a goal threat, a 
leader, and a player who thrives 
under pressure. His recent per-
formances suggest that he is 
peaking at precisely the right 
moment, with momentum firm-
ly on his side heading into the 
final stretch of the season.

The remaining fixtures will 
determine whether Fernandes 
can make history outright or 
join the record holders at the 
top. Either way, his 2025–26 
campaign is already one of 
the finest creative seasons the 
league has ever witnessed.

Messi scores winner as 
Miami down Colorado 
on coach debut

AFP | Miami

Lionel Messi gifted Inter 
Miami’s new coach a 3-2 

victory over the Colorado 
Rapids with a brace including 
a spectacular late winner in 
front of 75,000 Major League 
Soccer fans on Saturday.

Shifted to Denver’s giant 
NFL stadium to accommodate 
the huge demand to see Ar-
gentina’s World Cup-winning 
icon, the game appeared to be 
drifting Colorado’s way after a 
spirited home team fightback 
from 2-0 down.

But Messi, having already 
converted a penalty, had other 
ideas. With just over 10 min-
utes remaining, the Argentine 
sprinted onto a through ball 
sent down the right by Rodrigo 
De Paul.

He dribbled into the box and 
somehow threaded a shot with 
his favorite left foot through 
three defenders and past the 
keeper into the corner.

It handed Messi’s longtime 
friend Guillermo Hoyos a win 
on his debut as Miami coach, 
after Javier Mascherano de-
parted the club for “personal 
reasons” Tuesday, just four 
months after guiding the club 
to its first MLS Cup title.

“We have the greatest player 
in history, someone who com-
pletely shifts the momentum 
of matches,” said a delighted 
Hoyos.

Hoyos, 62, made few chang-
es to the lineup, notably bring-
ing in German Berterame  to 
replace Tadeo Allende, who 
continues to recover from a 
muscle injury.

Lionel Messi in action

Bruno Fernandes celebrates passionately during Manchester United’s victory over Chelsea

5
matches remain for 
Manchester United 

as Carrick pushes for 
Champions League 

qualification

20
 the Premier League 

single-season assist record, 
and Fernandes is two away
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Michael Carrick is 
undefeated against the 

“Big Six” teams. His 
side will face Liverpool 

in 2 weeks.

KNOW WHAT

Michael Carrick and Noussair Mazraoui share post-match celebrations



Rinku blitz leads Kolkata 
to first win of IPL season

AFP | Kolkata

Rinku Singh hit an unbeaten 
53 to lead Kolkata Knight 

Riders to their first win of the 
IPL season as they beat Ra-
jasthan Royals by four wick-
ets in a low-scoring contest  
yesterday.

Rajasthan posted 155-9 as 
their batting faltered after 
15-year-old Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi top-scored with 46 at 
Kolkata’s Eden Gardens.

Kolkata, who had five de-
feats and one point from a 
rained-off game coming into 
the match, slipped to 5-2 and 
85-6 before the left-handed 
Rinku steered the team home 
with two balls to spare.

Rinku smacked five fours 
and two sixes in his 34-ball 
knock and put on an unbeat-
en 76-run stand with number 
eight Anukul Roy, who made 

29, to steer the team home.
The left-handed Roy kept 

calm with his senior partner 
as he hit a six off Jofra Archer 
in the 19th over and Kolkata 
needed nine from the final six 
balls.

Rinku, who was dropped on 
eight by Nandre Burger, hit 
two fours and a winning six 
as he raised his fifty to bring 
cheer to the dugout and home 
crowd. England pace bowler 
Archer had Tim Seifert bowled 
for a duck on the first ball of 
the chase and South Africa’s 
Burger dismissed skipper 
Ajinkya Rahane for nought to 
make it two down.

Kolkata’s big-buy Cameron 
Green looked fluent in his 27 
off 13 balls but fell stumped off 
Ravi Bishnoi with wicketkeep-
er Dhruv Jurel making a wide 
collection and a back flip onto 
the stumps.

Liverpool snatch derby win
Last-gasp goal secures crucial victory as top-five race intensifies

• Van Dijk scores 
late winner

• Liverpool beat 
Everton 2-1

• Salah equals 
derby goal record

• Villa win dramatic 
4-3 clash

• Forest boost 
survival hopes

AFP | London

Virgil van Dijk scored a 
last-gasp winner against 
Everton yesterday as 

Liverpool strengthened their 
push for a Champions League 
spot next season before the Pre-
mier League summit meeting 
between Manchester City and 
Arsenal.

On a pivotal day in the Eng-
lish top division, fourth-placed 
Aston Villa squandered a two-
goal lead against Sunderland 
but scored in stoppage time to 
win 4-3.

At the other end of the table, 
Morgan Gibbs-White netted a 
hat-trick as struggling Notting-
ham Forest came from behind 
against Burnley to win 4-1 and 
heap the pressure on troubled 
Tottenham.

Just a few weeks ago the battle 
for the top five, which guaran-
tees entry into the Champions 

League, looked as though it 
might be tight.

But fifth-placed Liverpool’s 
2-1 victory in their first match 
at Everton’s new Hill Dickinson 
Stadium takes them seven points 
clear of stumbling Chelsea, in 
sixth spot.

Captain Van Dijk was the hero 
for Arne Slot’s Liverpool, head-
ing Dominik Szoboszlai’s corner 
past a helpless Jordan Pickford 
in the 100th minute.

“Today was massive in the sit-
uation that we are, in hunt for 
the Champions League spots,” 
Van Dijk told Sky Sports.

“That is definitely not Liv-
erpool-worthy, in my opinion, 
but it is the reality and it was 
important we got the win. I’m 
glad we did.

“We’ve got five more games 
left (some) against teams that 
are also fighting for the Cham-
pions League spots. Every game 
is a big one.”

Mohamed Salah had opened 
the scoring for last season’s 
champions, slotting home in the 
first half following a superbly 
weighted pass from Cody Gakpo.

The goal came just two min-
utes after Iliman Ndiaye’s effort 
at the other end was cancelled 
by VAR, with Jake O’Brien ruled 
offside.

Salah, departing at the end of 
the season, has equalled Steven 
Gerrard’s nine goals to become 
the joint top-scoring player 
in the Premier League fixture 
between the two Merseyside 
teams.

The goal took the wind out of 
the sails of David Moyes’ team 
but they were level through Beto 
within 10 minutes of the restart.

Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall, on 
the left of Everton’s attack, fired 
across goal for Beto to attack and 
he poked home ahead of an on-
rushing Giorgi Mamardashvili, 
who was immedaiately stretch-
ered off, replaced by Freddie 
Woodman.

The game looked destined to 
end as a draw but the officials 
signalled 11 added minutes but 
Van Dijk had the last laugh.

Villa thriller
Ollie Watkins scored twice 

for Villa, who moved level on 58 

points with third-placed Man-
chester United, three clear of 
Liverpool.

England forward Watkins’ 
early opener was cancelled out 
by Sunderland’s Chris Rigg but 
Watkins restored Villa’s lead in 
the 36th minute with his second 
headed goal of the game.

Morgan Rogers gave Villa 
breathing space with a third 
shortly after the restart but Unai 
Emery’s team nearly threw it 
away as first Trai Hume and then 
Wilson Isidor scored within a 
minute for Sunderland.

But there was still time for 
Tammy Abraham to grab a dra-
matic late winner.

“What a position we are in, 
semi-final of European compe-
tition (Europa League) and pole 
position to qualify for top five,” 
said captain John McGinn.

“We can go and achieve what 
not many Aston Villa players 
have done for a long time. We’re 
keen to do that and we’re driven, 
five big games left to try and get 
ourselves over the line.”

Nottingham Forest, involved 
in a relegation scrap with West 
Ham and Tottenham, fell behind 
against Burnley but Gibbs-White 
put on a second-half masterclass 
to seal an ultimately comfortable 
win.

Forest are five points clear of 
18th-placed Spurs, with Wolves 
and Burnley almost certainly 
doomed.

Tottenham could only manage 
a 2-2 draw at home to Brighton 
on Saturday to move a point be-
hind West Ham, who travel to 
face Crystal Palace on Monday.
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Rinku Singh plays a shot

6
points now separate 

Liverpool from sixth-
placed Chelsea after the 

victory

Liverpool’s Dutch defender #04 Virgil van Dijk (3R) scores their late second goal

Salah equalled Steven 
Gerrard’s record of 

nine Merseyside derby 
goals in the Premier 

League

KNOW

BETTER

Driver killed in seven-car accident during Verstappen race at Nuerburgring
AFP | Nuremberg

Veteran endurance driver 
Juha Miettinen was killed 

in a seven-car pile-up during a 
race at Germany’s Nuerburgring 
on Saturday.

The race, which also featured 

four-time Formula One world 
champion Max Verstappen, 
was halted after the accident 
with organisers suspending the 
event.

It was part of the Nuerbur-
gring Langstrecken Series (NLS) 
qualifiers for a 24-hour race to 

be held in May, in which Ver-
stappen is set to take part.

AFP subsidiary SID reported 
that the Dutchman was not on 
the course at the time of the 
accident but is due to drive on 
yesterday.

The accident took place just 

25 minutes into the four-hour 
event before an incline at the 
Klostertal stage of the track.

Miettinen, 66, died in the 
course medical centre, while 
six other drivers were hospital-
ised with non-life-threatening 
injuries.

Evenepoel outsprints Skjelmose 
to win Amstel Gold Race
AFP | Valkenburg 

Remco Evenepoel made up 
for his disappointment a 

year ago by outsprinting reign-
ing champion Mattias Skjel-
mose to win the Amstel Gold 
one-day classic yesterday.

A year after Skjelmose had 
outwitted Olympic champion 
Evenepoel and world champion 
Tadej Pogacar to win a three-
man sprint, the Belgian gained 
his revenge for his first major 
one-day victory in almost two 
years.

Evenepoel had not tasted vic-
tory in a major one-day race 
since claiming the Olympic 
crown in Paris in August 2024, 
finishing second to Pogacar 
at the world championships, 
European championships, 
and Tour of Lombardy last 
year, while he finished third at  
Amstel.

He was part of a small group 

that went clear of the pelo-
ton when Frenchman Romain 
Gregoire launched an attack 
with around 40km left.

American Matteo Jorgenson 
and Frenchman Kevin Vauque-
lin crashed, leaving Evenepoel, 
Skjelmose and Gregoire out 

front on their own.
They caught and passed the 

last remnant of the day’s breaka-
way, Italian Marco Frigo, before 
an attack by Evenepoel dropped 
Gregoire.

The Olympic champion and 
Skjelmose then collaborated 

to the finish, with Evenepoel 
launching his dash for the line 
first and easily holding off the 
Dane for his 74th professional 
victory.

It was a timely return to win-
ning ways with tougher tests 
ahead, including next week-
end when Pogacar and teenage 
French sensation Paul Seixas 
will be on the start-line for the 
year’s fourth Monument race, 
Liege-Bastogne-Liege.

After beginning the season 
in fine form with six victories, 
Evenepoel had struggled in two 
stage races, finishing 10th at the 
UAE Tour and then fifth at the 
Tou of Catalonia.

However, he had taken an 
impressive third place behind 
Pogacar and Mathieu van der 
Poel on his debut at the Tour of 
Flanders two weeks ago.

Frenchman Benoit Cosnefroy 
pipped compatriot Gregoire in 
the sprint for third place.

Remco Evenepoel (R), Romain Gregoire (C) and Mattias Skjelmose (L) in action



Haaland Strikes as City 
Hunt Down Arsenal
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Er l i n g  Ha a l a n d 
once again made 
the difference as 

Manchester City de-
feated Arsenal 2-1 at the 
Etihad Stadium, cut-
ting the gap 
a t  t h e 
top of 

the Pre-
mier League 
to three points 
and tightening 
a title race that 
is now finely 
poised.

The Nor-
wegian strik-
er scored the 
winner in the 
65th minute of 
a high-quality 
contest, rescu-
ing City after a 
costly Gianluigi 
D o n n a r u m m a 
error allowed Kai 
Havertz to equal-
ise shortly after 
Rayan Cherki’s bril-
liant opener. The 
result marked Arse-
nal’s second straight 
defeat with only five 
matches remaining. 
City, with a game in 
hand, continue to 
build momentum in 
pursuit of what would 
be a seventh Premier 

League title in 
nine years. Arse-
nal remain top, 
but the setback 

significantly reduces their mar-
gin for error in the chase for a 
first league title since 2004.

Buoyed by strong recent form, 

including victory over the Gun-
ners in last month’s Carabao 
Cup final, City started brightly. 
Haaland forced an early save 

from David Raya and saw an-
other effort blocked as the hosts 
applied early pressure.

Cherki also looked lively, and 

City’s dominance paid off in the 
16th minute. After a Rodri cross 
was only partially cleared, the 
French midfielder dribbled past 
two defenders and finished su-
perbly into the bottom corner.

City’s lead lasted just two min-
utes. From a throw-in situation, 
Donnarumma hesitated on a 
clearance, and Havertz reacted 
quickest as the ball ricocheted 
off him and rolled into the net. 
It was the German’s first league 
goal since February 2025, also 
against City, and it briefly shifted 
momentum.

The game-winning moment 
came in the 65th minute. City 
broke down the left through 
Nico O’Reilly, with Rodri help-
ing the ball into the danger 
area. It evaded defenders be-
fore Haaland controlled it in the 
box, turned sharply, and finished 
clinically for his 23rd goal of the 
season.

The Gunners pushed late for 
an equaliser. Gabriel saw a head-
er deflected onto the post by 
O’Reilly, adding to their frustra-
tion. Tensions also rose during a 
heated exchange involving Ga-
briel and Haaland.

Deep into stoppage time, 
Havertz had one final chance 
but headed over from Leandro 
Trossard’s cross, sealing Arse-
nal’s defeat.

Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta 
admitted his side had “lost an 
opportunity in terms of the re-
sult,” but insisted it is still “game 
on,” pointing to City’s game in 
hand and the narrow gap at the 
top.

Pep Guardiola described the 
match as “a good advert for the 
Premier League,” adding that 
outcomes at this level come 
down to “fine margins.”

Rybakina outclasses Muchova 
to win Stuttgart WTA title
AFP | Stuttgart

Australian Open champion 
Elena Rybakina picked up 

her second title of the year as 
she outclassed Karolina Mu-
chova 7-5, 6-1 to win the WTA 
Stuttgart indoor clay-court 
tournament yesterday.

Top seed Rybakina, 26, 
snatched a tight opening set 
with two breaks against her 
seventh-seeded Czech oppo-
nent after 53 minutes on court 
in Germany.

The Kazakh never looked 
back in the second set rushing 
to a 5-0 lead as Muchova strug-
gled with her serve, sealing 
victory and the 13th title of her 
career after 1hr 18 min.

Rybakina, who finished 
runner-up at Indian Wells last 
month, regained the title she 
won two years ago and drives 
off with a second Porsche 

sports car -- the coveted prize 
awarded to the champion in 
Stuttgart.

Muchova had lead Rybakina 
2-1 in previous meetings head-
ing into the title match having 
won their most recent clash 
on hard court in Brisbane in 
January.

Rybakina had a relatively 
smooth run this week drop-
ping only one set and dis-
patching her toughest oppo-
nent world number six Mirra 
Andreeva by the same score 

Rabiot fires AC Milan to verge of Champions League return
AFP | Milan

Adrien Rabiot boosted AC 
Milan’s bid to return to 

the Champions League with 
the only goal in yesterday’s 1-0 
win at Verona, which moved 
his team back up to second in 
Serie A.

France  midfielder Rabiot 
swept home the only goal in 
the 41st minute at the Stadio 
Marcantonio Bentegodi to give 
Milan an eight-point cushion 
on Como and Roma in fifth and 
sixth.

The 31-year-old calmly net-
ted his sixth league goal of the 
season after snatching posses-
sion in midfield and exchanging 
passes with Rafael Leao, for the 
only real highlight of a largely 
drab encounter.

“The important thing is win-
ning and getting the points we 
need to achieve our objectives, 
but we made a lot of mistakes 
today. We could have played a 

lot better,” said Rabiot.
“We need to stay focussed on 

qualifying for the Champions 
League.”

Milan took advantage of 
Como falling to a surprise defeat 
at Sassuolo on Friday and Roma 

drawing with Atalanta on Satur-
day night, and with five matches 
remaining in the season, the 
Rossoneri are all-but sure of a 
top four finish.

The seven-time European 
champions have had no conti-

nental football this season after 
a disastrous previous campaign 
which led to Massimiliano Al-
legri retaking the reins as coach 
last summer.

Allegri said on Friday that he 
has already started planning for 
next season with Milan’s man-
agement, and after Saturday’s 
win the 58-year-old again ruled 
himself out of the vacant Ita-
ly job.

“No-one has contacted me 
(from the Italian Football Fed-
eration), and all my thoughts 
are on Milan: we’ve started 
something together and we’ll 
continue it together,” said  
Allegri.

Verona’s fifth straight defeat 
means almost certain relegation, 
as Paolo Sammarco’s team are 
bottom of the division and 10 
points behind Cremonese, who 
sit just outside the drop zone 
and drew 0-0 at Torino  in the 
day’s early fixture.

AC Milan’s French midfielder #12 Adrien Rabiot celebrates scoring his team’s 
first goal

Elena Rybakina

Celebrations after the winning goal
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Rayan Cherki spreads his arms after firing City 
ahead 


