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EU sanctions four 
‘extremist’ Israeli 
settlers 
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The European Union yes-
terday imposed sanc-

tions on four “extremist” Is-
raeli settlers and two groups 
over violence against Pal-
estinians in the West Bank, 
Brussels said.

The decision was the sec-
ond part of an agreement 
among EU member states 
that saw Hamas last week 
sanctioned over sexual vio-
lence during the October 7 
attack on Israel.

The EU put two “radical” 
organisations Lehava and 
the  Hilltop Youth on its 
asset freeze and visa ban 
blacklist for their attacks on 
Palestinians.

It also included Hilltop 
Youth leaders Meir Etting-
er and Elisha Yered, along 
with settlers Neria Ben Pazi 
and Yinon Levi.

“The listed individu-
als and entities are  re-
sponsible for serious hu-
man rights abuses against 
Palestinians,” said an EU  
statement.

Blasts in Iran 
rattles world

Iranian ministry dismisses attack as “desperate attempt” to make a victory 

• Nuclear sites 
in Isfahan safe

• Iran says several 
drones shot down

• Dismisses attack 
from outside

• Says possibly 
launched from 
inside Iran

• World leaders 
appeal for calm

TDT | agencies 

Israeli micro-drones at-
tacked targets in Iran yes-
terday in retaliation of  

Iran’s first-ever attack directly 
targeting Israel, sparking fears 
of a significant regional escala-
tion. However, these concerns 
were later downplayed by an 
Iranian minister, who described 
the attacks as a ‘desperate at-
tempt to portray victory amid 

repeated defeats
Reports of the attack also 

prompted global responses, 
with world leaders immediately 
appealing for calm.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir-Abdollahian said the 
Israeli micro-drones used in the 
operation had caused no deaths 
or damage, 

Israel had warned it would hit 
back after Iran fired hundreds 
of missiles and drones at it al-
most a week ago, in retaliation 
for a deadly April 1 air strike -- 
widely blamed on Israel -- that 
levelled the Iranian consulate 

in Damascus and killed seven 
Revolutionary Guards. 

Air defence systems over sev-
eral cities were activated, offi-
cial media reported, after state 
television said explosions were 
heard near Iran’s third city of 
Isfahan. 

“Strike” was retaliation
An unidentified Israeli offi-

cial told The Washington Post 
the “strike” was retaliation for 
Iran’s drone and missile barrage 
and intended to signal Israel 
was able to hit inside Iran. 

Iran’s Tasnim news agency, 

citing “informed sources”, de-
nied that Iran had been attacked 
from outside. 

“Contrary to the rumours and 
claims” made in foreign me-
dia, “there are no reports of an 
attack from abroad”, Tasnim  
said. 

Three Iranian officials told 
The New York Times that small 
drones carried out the “attack”, 
possibly launched from inside 
Iran, and that its radar systems 
had not detected unidentified 

aircraft entering Iranian air-
space. 

Fars news agency reported 
“three explosions” close to Qa-
hjavarestan, near Isfahan air-
port and the 8th Shekari army 
airbase. 

Iran’s space agency spokes-
man Hossein Dalirian said there 
was “a failed and humiliating at-
tempt to fly quadcopters, which 
were shot down”. 

There were “no reports of a 
missile attack”, Dalirian said on 
social media platform X. 

“Reports indicate there was 
no major damage or large ex-
plosions caused by the impact of 
any air threat,” the official IRNA 
news agency said. 

A man walks past a banner depicting missiles along a street in Tehran

KNOW
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On April 1, an air strike blamed 
on Israel against Iran’s diplo-

matic mission in Damascus lev-
els the embassy’s consular an-

nex. It kills seven Revolutionary 
Guards, two of them generals.

Nearly two weeks later, Iran sends a barrage of 
more than 300 missiles, drones and rockets at Is-
rael. The attack launched overnight Saturday-Sun-
day is Tehran’s first-ever direct assault on Israeli 

territory. It causes little damage, however, as 
Israel and other nations intercept most projectiles.

Iran characterises 
the attack as an 
act of self-defence 
and says it will 
consider the matter 
“concluded” unless 
Israel retaliates.

Oman condemns 
‘Israeli attack’ 
on Iran: foreign 
ministry
Muscat, Oman

Oman, which has long 
m e d i a t e d  b e t we e n 

Tehran and the West, con-
demned an “Israeli attack” 
on Iran yesterday after Ira-
nian media reported explo-
sions heard near the city of 
Isfahan.

Oman “condemns the Is-
raeli attack this morning on 
Isfahan... it also condemns 
and denounces Israel’s re-
peated military attacks in 
the region”, said a foreign 
ministry statement released 
on X, formerly Twitter.

Blinken says US 
’not involved in any 
offensive operation’

AFP | Capri, Italy

US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken yes-

terday refused to comment 
on reports of an attack by 
Israel on Iran, beyond say-
ing Washington was "not 
involved in any offensive 
operation".

Speaking to journalists af-
ter a meeting with G7 coun-
terparts in Italy, he declined 
to answer repeated ques-
tions about explosions in 
Iran, and reports that Israel 
had carried out retaliatory 
strikes.

"I'm not going to speak to 
these reported events... All 
I can say is for our part and 
for all the members of the 
G7 our focus is on de-esca-
lation", Blinken told a press 
conference on the island of 
Capri.

"The US has not been in-
volved in any offensive op-
eration," he said.

Speaking to reporters ear-
lier, G7 host Antonio Tajani, 
the foreign minister of Italy, 
said Washington had been 
informed in advance of the 
strikes, without giving de-
tails.

"The United States were 
informed at the last mo-
ment," he said, adding that 
"it was just information" 
passed on -- without saying 
who by.

The reports dominated 
the G7 Friday, with Tajani 
forced to change the agen-
da, but little public informa-
tion emerged.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken

Bahrain regrets 
UN failure on 
Palestinian 
Membership
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain expressed dis-
appointment at the UN 

Security Council’s inability 
to pass a resolution granting 
Palestine full membership 
in the United Nations. 

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs cited the ongoing 
suffering of the Palestinian 
people due to occupation, 
ongoing conflict, and dire 
humanitarian conditions 
in Gaza as reasons for the 
regret.

The ministry reiterated 
the Palestinian people’s 
right to international recog-
nition and full UN member-
ship, emphasising the estab-
lishment of an independent 
state on the 1967 borders 
with East Jerusalem as its 
capital. 

This stance aligns with 
the two-state solution, the 
Arab Peace Initiative, and 
relevant international res-
olutions.

Bahrain emphasised that 
achieving Palestinian state-
hood is crucial for fostering 
just, lasting, and compre-
hensive peace in the region, 
promoting freedom, justice, 
prosperity, security, and 
peaceful coexistence among 
all inhabitants.

HM King concludes Egypt, Jordan visit, receives warm farewell 
TDT | Manama 

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa yesterday 

expressed gratitude to Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi 
for the warm reception during 
HM’s visit to Egypt, highlight-
ing the enduring fraternal ties 
between nations.

Departing Egypt, His Majesty 
conveyed pride in discussions 
aimed at enhancing bilateral 
cooperation, preparations for 
the 33rd Arab Summit in Bah-
rain, regional developments, 
and efforts towards peace and 
stability. His Majesty empha-
sized support for Palestinian 
rights, including statehood.

King Hamad praised Presi-

dent El Sisi’s efforts for regional 
peace, aid delivery to Gaza, and 
safeguarding Palestinian lands. 

During the visits, HM the King 
also held talks with His Majesty 
King Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein 
of Jordan. 

President El Sisi, along with 
Assem Al Jazzar, Egypt’s Min-
ister of Housing, Utilities and 
Urban Communities, Bahrain’s 
Ambassador to Egypt, Fawzia 
bint Abdulla Zainal, and mem-
bers of the Bahraini Embassy in 
Cairo, bid farewell to His Maj-
esty the King. 

HM the King prayed to Allah 
the Almighty to bless President 
El Sisi with abundant health, 
happiness and long life, wishing 
him continued success. 
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Bahrain Medical Licensure 
Examination (BLE): 

• All physicians must pass 
NHRA’s BLE in order to obtain 
the professional license in the 

Kingdom of Bahrain 
• Interns (graduates from local 
universities) may apply for the 

licensure exam after completing 
six months of their internship 

year 
• Interns will not be issued a 

license to practice except after 
providing proof of successful 

completion of their internship 
•The validity of the licensure 
examination is five years only 

BLE Exemption Policy 
Only Bahraini or GCC nationals 
holding a valid GCC license will 

be exempted from the licensure 
examination 

KNOW WHAT

Open House: Indian Embassy resolves majority of cases raised
TDT | Manama 

The Indian Embassy in Bah-
rain has made significant 

strides in addressing concerns 
raised during its recent Open 
House session, with the major-
ity of cases now resolved. Led 
by Ambassador Vinod Kuri-
an Jacob, the session, attend-
ed by the Consular team and 
a panel of lawyers, facilitated 
solutions for various issues 
faced by Indian citizens in the  
Kingdom.

Efforts persist in aiding dis-
tressed housemaids with accom-
modation, emergency certifi-
cates, and travel arrangements 
through the Indian Communi-
ty Welfare Fund (ICWF). Legal 
aid, provided on a means-test-
ed basis, has also been ex-

tended to Indian nationals in  
need.

Ambassador Jacob expressed 
gratitude to His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, HRH 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, and Bahraini authori-
ties for their role in the release 
of Indian prisoners through 
Royal pardon. Furthermore, he 
acknowledged the swift sup-
port from Bahraini government 
entities such as the Ministry of 
Labour, LMRA, and Immigration 
authorities in addressing con-
sular and community welfare 
matters.

Appreciation was also extend-
ed to Indian associations, volun-
teers, and the Embassy’s panel 
lawyers for their participation 
and support during the Open 
House session.

Extreme vetting for foreign 
doctors, minister confirms

Health Minister reveals key measures followed for appointing foreign health care professionals 
TDT | Manama 

Foreign job seekers eyeing 
positions within Bahrain’s 
healthcare sector will face 

stringent vetting process, in-
cluding passing a licensing exam 
where several applicants failed 
to pass recently, revealed Dr Jal-
ila bint Sayed Jawad Hassan, the 
Minister of Health. 

Minister stressed it’s manda-
tory for foreign medical practi-
tioners to successfully pass the 
vetting measures to find a po-
sition in the healthcare sector 
here. The minister made these 
remarks in response to a parlia-
mentary inquiry from MP Mo-
hammed Al Ahmed regarding 
foreign healthcare workers in 
Bahrain. 

She affirmed the existence of 
measures to ensure the delivery 
of advanced medical services to 
both citizens and residents.

As she outlined key steps in 
the vetting process, the min-
ister emphasised, “There are 
several procedures in place to 

ensure the qualifications and 
competence of foreign medical 
professionals.”

Firstly, applicants must se-
cure a job offer from a licensed 
healthcare institution, demon-
strating their suitability for the 
role. “This guarantees that the 
applicant possesses the requisite 
skills and experience pertinent 

to the designated 
position.
Additionally, non-consultant 

physicians must pass a licensing 
exam. This examination eval-
uates the applicant’s clinical 
knowledge and skills, ensuring 
they meet the necessary stand-
ards for independent practice.

Furthermore, a specialised 

committee evaluates applicants’ 
credentials. The committee of 
medical experts meticulously 
assesses the applicant’s educa-
tional credentials, training back-
ground, and professional licens-
es to ensure they are authentic 
and compliant with Bahrain’s 
standards.

The Ministry also verifies ap-
plicants’ training and experience 

to guarantee they meet relevant 
criteria. Lastly, qualifications are 
classified according to Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) stand-
ards (first, second, or third) and 
expert committee evaluations 
to ascertain their level of pro-
ficiency. These comprehensive 
measures aim to uphold the 
quality and integrity of Bahrain’s 
healthcare sector.

MOHAMED SALMAN AL AHMED, N.  
Governorate - 9th Constituency

Dr Jalila bint Sayed Jawad Hassan, the 
Minister of Health. 

Game-changer: Mps calls for compulsory financial reporting for layoffs
• Parliament to debate 
compulsory financial 
reporting for layoffs

TDT | Manama 

Lawmakers are set to discuss 
a requirement for companies 

to disclose financial reports to 
the Ministry of Labour before 
initiating any employee layoffs.

This amendment to Law No. 
(36) of 2012 concerning labour 
in the private sector, has stirred 
up a storm of opinions among 
stakeholders.

The move is spearheaded by 
MPs Mohammed Fardan, Dr. 
Hisham Al Ashiry, Mohsen Al 

Asbool, and Jaleela Alawi. 
Currently, companies are 

not obligated to file financial 
report before they downsize, 
close shop, or alter their pro-
duction systems.  However, the 

proposed amendment seeks to 
flip the script by making it man-
datory for companies to provide 
financial reports.

MPs say this move would em-
power the Ministry to scrutinise 

a company's financial health and 
validate the reasons behind any 
workforce reductions.

But that's not all. The pro-
posed law aims to hold em-
ployers accountable by requir-

ing them to fully compensate 
employees if any discrepancies 
are uncovered in their financial 
reports. Gone would be the days 
of partial compensation; instead, 
companies would be compelled 

to meet their financial obliga-
tions head-on.

Yet, not everyone is on board 
with this proposal. The Min-
istry of Labour and the Bah-
rain Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (BCCI) are raising 
red flags, expressing concerns 
about the potential fallout for 
businesses and the chilling ef-
fect it could have on foreign  
investment.

In contrast, the General Fed-
eration of Bahrain Trade Un-
ions (GFBTU) is championing 
the cause, emphasizing the pro-
posal's pivotal role in protecting 
workers' rights, ensuring fair 
compensation, and putting an 
end to any attempts by compa-
nies to shirk their financial re-
sponsibilities.

JALILA ALAWI SAYED HASAN MOHSEN ALI AL ASBOOL HESHAM AHMED ALASHEERI HANAN MOHAMED FARDAN

Representative picture
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This initiative aims 
to offer a consistent 

financial support 
system for

individuals navigating 
the job market, thus 

alleviating stress and 
promoting the growth 
of a robust workforce.

ALI MAJED ALNOAIMI

Nine months isn’t cutting it!
MPs table proposal for longer unemployment support for job seekers 

TDT | Manama 

Finding a job has become a 
dauting challenge and is 
in no way an ‘easy-peasy’ 

affair in the fiercely competitive 
job market. 

Yet, the current support, in 
terms of unemployment ben-
efits, is limited to a mere nine 
months. 

This, according to MP Ali Al-
Noaimi, leaves them stranded in 
financial uncertainty.

This, however, cannot go like 
this for ever and needs a change. 

Stepping forward with a pro-
posal to extend the duration of 
benefits, MP Ali AlNoaimi is ad-
vocating for a pivotal change 
that could transform the land-
scape for young job seekers.

In a compelling proposal pre-

sented before parliament, MP 
AlNoaimi emphasizes the urgent 
need for prolonged governmen-
tal backing until Bahraini youth 
secure employment.

“This isn’t just about provid-

ing temporary relief; it’s about 
fostering a resilient workforce,” 
he asserts.

He explains that the proposal, 
slated for discussion this Tues-
day, aims to alleviate the mount-

ing pressure on young individu-
als and cultivate a stronger, more 
sustainable economy.

MP AlNoaimi also draws at-
tention to Article 5 of the Bah-
raini Constitution, underscoring 
the state’s obligation to ensure 
social security for its citizens, 
including support dur-
ing periods of unem-
ployment.

“The State guar-
antees necessary 
social  security 
to its  citizens 
in cases of old 
age, sickness, 
disability, or-
p h a n h o o d , 
widowhood, 
o r  u n e m -
ployment, 
a l o n g 

with providing social insurance 
and healthcare services. It en-
deavours to protect them from 
ignorance, fear, and poverty,” he 
reminds, reiterating the article. 

By aligning his proposal 
with this constitutional 

mandate, he empha-
sizes not only the 
moral imperative 

but also the legal 
foundation for extend-
ing unemployment 
benefits.

However, the Min-
istry of Labour raises con-
cerns about the feasibility 
of such a measure.

While acknowledging 
the importance of support-
ing job seekers, they em-
phasize the necessity of 
a comprehensive study 

to assess the financial viability 
of extending benefits. “As this is 
crucial to ensure the availability 
of the funding,” a statement by 
the ministry reads.

The ministry says this is cru-
cial to maintaining the integri-
ty of the social welfare system 
while meeting the needs of Bah-
raini youth.

The Unemployment Bene-
fits Record Service, instituted 
to provide financial security to 
job seekers, the ministry says, 
stands as a testament to the 
government’s commitment to 
balancing support with fiscal 
responsibility. Through care-
ful management, the ministry 
seeks to uphold its mandate of 
ensuring the welfare of citizens 
without overburdening the na-
tional treasury.

Health comes at a price!
Health Ministry’s monthly HQ rent exceeds 28,000 Dinars

• Ministry considers 
relocating HQ

• Explores using 
existing buildings 
for headquarters

TDT | Manama 

The Health Ministry of 
Bahrain is currently pay-
ing a whopping 28,848 

Bahraini Dinars every month 
for its headquarters. 

Interestingly, this also hap-
pens to be the only building the 
ministry has leased, starting 
2023. 

But hold on, there’s more. 
The ministry is actively ex-

ploring other options, including 
the possibility of relocating its 

headquarters to some of its own 
buildings. 

Meaning, the very place re-
sponsible for safeguarding pub-
lic health might soon call a dif-
ferent building its home.

According to the latest reve-
lations, the ministry is in talks 
with the Ministry of Works to 
potentially transform some of 
its existing properties into suit-
able headquarters for its dedi-
cated staff. 

“This will be done in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Works, 

according to the available re-
sources and capabilities,” the 
Ministry pointed out.

This move would not only 
optimise resources but also en-
hance operational capabilities.

Interestingly, the building 
currently housing the minis-
try, nestled within the Al Khair 
Towers in the Sanabis area, is 
owned by none other than the 
Royal Humanitarian Founda-
tion. 

These details came to light 
in response to a parliamentary 
inquiry by Member Mohammed 
Mousa Mohammed.

Furthermore, the ministry 
disclosed that it possesses sev-
eral buildings catering to vari-
ous departments and divisions, 
including Public Health, Health 
Promotion, Environmental 
Health, Medical Committees, 
and Overseas Treatment.

BD100,000 minimum investment call
Parliament set to discuss proposal: Minimum BD 100,000 Capital for foreign businesses

• Concerns raised over 
impact on economic 
growth and foreign 
investor sentiment

• Business associations 
advocate for reforms 
to address challenges 
faced by local SMEs

TDT | Manama 

Lawmakers here are gearing 
up for a critical vote on a 

proposal set to reshape the land-
scape for foreign investors. 

Spearheaded by MPs Mam-
douh Al Saleh, Mohammed Al 
Ahmed, Ahmed Qarata, Jalal 
Hassan, and Mahdi Al Shuwai-
kh, the proposal seeks to enforce 

a minimum capital requirement 
of BD 100,000 for foreign compa-
nies looking to establish a pres-
ence in the country.

The proposed amendment 
targets Article 345 of Decree 
Law No. 21 of 2001, addressing 
concerns within the Commercial 
Companies Law. 

This contentious issue is slat-
ed for debate and voting during 
Tuesday's session, promising a 
showdown among parliamen-
tarians.

Proponents argue that the 
measure is crucial for safeguard-
ing the national economy and 
bolstering the position of Bah-

raini investors. They contend 
that the absence of a minimum 
capital requirement for foreign 
entities has adversely impact-
ed the economy, particularly by 
undercutting the vitality of small 
and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs).

Fierce opposition
However, opposition to the 

proposal is fierce.
The Ministry of Industry and 

Commerce voices concerns 
over potential repercussions, 
warning of adverse effects on 
the financial services industry, 
foreign-capital companies, and 
overall financial activity. Addi-
tionally, it raises objections on 
the grounds of contradicting the 
government's strategic goals of 
attracting foreign investment 
and advancing economic reform.

Support for the proposal 

comes from key business or-
ganisations such as the Bahrain 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (BCCI) and the Bahrain 
Businessmen Association (BBA). 
Both advocate for the necessi-
ty of introducing a minimum 
capital requirement to curtail 
the negative impact on Bahraini 
SMEs and foster a more equitable 
investment landscape.

According to BCCI, the absence 
of an investment ceiling for for-
eign ownership of commercial 
registrations has adversely af-
fected Bahrain's vision pillars 
of fairness, competitiveness, and 
sustainability. BCCI argues that 
this scenario has fostered an un-
healthy parallel market, under-
mining the position of Bahraini 
SME owners.

BBA underscores the necessity 
of tackling the adverse effects 
stemming from the absence of 

a minimum capital requirement 
for foreign companies and in-
stitutions.

Despite strong advocacy, the 
proposal faces an uphill battle. 

The Parliament's Financial 
and Economic Affairs Commit-
tee recommends its rejection, 
citing potential conflicts with 
Bahrain's Economic Vision 2030 
and concerns over its implica-
tions for economic growth and 
foreign investment attractive-
ness.

The Committee is also wor-
ried that the proposal might 
hamper the Kingdom's econom-
ic growth trajectory and convey 
an unfavourable signal to inter-
national investors. This comes 
at a critical juncture when the 
national economy is in need of 
a dynamic investment environ-
ment to allure additional foreign 
direct investment.

Compulsory education 
for children aged 5-17
TDT | Manama 

Compulsory education will 
be mandated for individu-

als aged between 5 and 17 years 
in Bahrain.

This is according to a pro-
posal that calls for lowering 
the minimum age for ed-
ucation to 5 years deviat-
ing from the global norm of  
6 years.

MPs Hanan Fardan, Hisham 
Al Awadhi, Abdulhakeem Al 
Shanu, Mohammed Al Ahmed, 
and Mohsen Al Asbool tabled 
the proposal. 

They argue that this meas-
ure would enhance the quality 
and effectiveness of education, 
citing research showing that 
children possess a high capac-
ity for learning at an early age. 
Additionally, they believe it 
will assist the Ministry of Ed-
ucation in achieving a 100% 
enrollment rate in primary 
education.

However, the Ministry of 

Education has expressed res-
ervations. They highlight that 
most countries worldwide set 
the minimum age for compul-
sory education at six years old 
for primary school, ending 
compulsory education upon 
completion of primary school. 
The Ministry also notes that 
the proposal diverges from re-
gional and international prac-
tices related to compulsory 
education.

Despite these concerns, the 
Parliament’s Legislative and 
Legal Affairs Committee has 
recommended the propos-
al’s approval. The Commit-
tee believes that lowering the 
minimum age for compulsory 
education and extending it to 
17 would align Bahrain’s ed-
ucation system with interna-
tional best practices and im-
prove educational outcomes 
for children.

MPs will vote on the pro-
posal at its next session on 
Tuesday.

MOHAMED MOOSA MOHAMED
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MPs advocate for a maximum 
two-week timeframe for minis-

terial or authoritative responses 
to parliamentary questions, with 
the possibility of a one-week ex-
tension on a case-by-case basis.

KNOW WHAT

Presently, there’s no 
mandate for settling 
financial obligations 
by foreign workers 

or employers before 
departing Bahrain. 

KNOW

BETTER

Just two weeks to 
respond, MPs say

Lawmakers to set deadline for ministerial replies

• Primary objective is 
to expedite responses 
from authorities and 
timely proceedings

TDT | Manama 

Two weeks max. 
Ministers or authorities 

will now have this much 
time to respond to questions by 
parliamentary committees. 

MPs, however, say they are 
ready to allow another week, if 
they are stressed. However, that 
will be done on a case-by-case 
basis and on request. 

Spearheading the proposal are 
MPs Jameel Malallah Hassan, 
Hassan Ibrahim Hassan, Has-
san Eid Bukhamas, Hisham Ab-
dulaziz Al Awadhi, and Hamad 
Farooq Al Doai.

It will come up for voting in 
the council’s Tuesday’s session. 

Through this move, MPs say 
they will have a specific time 
frame for the concerned author-

ity to answer them, rather than 
delaying it indefinitely. 

The primary objective of this 
amendment is to expedite re-
sponses from authorities and 
ensure timely parliamentary 
proceedings.

The proposal is to amend Ar-
ticle 162 of the Parliament’s in-
ternal regulations.

Currently, it states, “All rele-
vant authorities shall cooperate 
with those conducting the in-

vestigation in carrying out their 
mission, and they shall provide 
them with reports, data, docu-
ments, or papers.” 

Instead, it will be, “The rele-
vant authority shall submit its 
response to those conducting 
the investigation within a period 
not exceeding two weeks from 
the date of receiving the request, 
and this period may be extended 

for a period not exceeding one 
week upon the request of the 
authority.” By setting clear dead-
lines for responses, the proposal 
aims to enhance the efficiency 
of parliamentary inquiry com-
mittees. Ultimately, it seeks to 
foster greater accountability and 
facilitate the timely completion 
of investigations within the leg-
islative framework.

HAMAD FAROOQ AL DOy, Muharraq 
Governorate - First Constituency

HESHAM ABDULAZIZ AL AWADHI, 
Muharraq Governorate - Fourth 
Constituency

Hassan Eid BuKhammas, Capital 
Governorate - Fourth Constituency

HASAN EBRAHIM HASAN, Northern 
Governorate - Fourth Constituency

JAMEEL MULLA HASAN, Northern 
Governorate - Tenth Constituency

Upholding accountability
MPs call for reinstating BD100,000 threshold in contract reviews

• Parliament’s 
Legislative and Legal 
Affairs Committee 
shows green light 

• Legislative and Legal 
Opinion Authority 
raises concerns

• It currently reviews 
approximately 450 
contracts annually

TDT | Manama 

In a bid to enhance transpar-
ency and oversight, Mem-

bers of Parliament are advocat-

ing for all contracts valued at 
BD100,000 to undergo parlia-
mentary scrutiny by Legislative 
and Legal Opinion Authority.

Currently, only contracts ex-
ceeding BD300,000 are subject 

to review -  a practice estab-
lished in 2010 after the thresh-
old was raised from BD100,000.

The Legislative and Legal 
Opinion Authority reviews 
such contracts as per the Law 
on the Regulation of Tenders, 
Bids, Purchases, and Govern-
ment Sales

At the time, the reduction was 
justified as a means to enhance 
flexibility in contracting pro-
cesses and adjust to rising prices 
for goods and services.

However, the proposal by 
MP Dr. Ali Majed Al Nuaimi 
now argue that reinstating the 
BD100,000 threshold is essen-
tial for exercising better control 
over public expenditures.

Scheduled for discussion this 
Tuesday, the proposal has gar-

nered support from the Parlia-
ment’s Legislative and Legal 
Affairs Committee, which ad-
vocates its approval.

However, concerns have been 
raised by the Legislative and 
Legal Opinion Authority itself, 
expressing apprehensions over 
potential adverse effects on 
the efficiency and flexibility of 
government procurement pro-
cesses.

The Authority says lowering 
the threshold could significant-
ly escalate the Authority’s work-
load, which currently reviews 
approximately 450 contracts 
annually. “This surge in work-
load poses challenges, poten-
tially disrupting the seamless 
operation of government activ-
ities and services.”

ALI MAJED ALNOAIMI, Southern 
Governorate - Seventh Constituency

MPs mull exemption from court 
fees for low-income citizens
TDT | Manama 

Citizens with low income 
could be spared from court 

fees in specific categories, if 
MPs say yes this Tuesday. 

The exemption would apply 
to individuals eligible for so-
cial support and retirees with 
monthly pensions not exceed-
ing BD 1,500. 

Proponents argue that this 
measure would enhance ac-
cess to justice for low-income 
individuals and ease the finan-
cial burden associated with le-
gal proceedings for vulnerable 
groups.

The draft law, reviewed and 
endorsed by the Parliament’s 
Legislative and Legal Affairs 
Committee, focuses on Article 

10 of Decree Law No. 3 of 1972 
concerning court fees.

However, the Ministry of 
Justice and Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments refrained from 
providing an opinion, stating 
their preference to await the 
government’s official stance.

Article 10 stipulates that 
court fees could be determined 
and adjusted by the Minister of 
Justice, with Cabinet approval, 
not exceeding 3% of the finan-
cial claim exceeding BD 3,000. 
The maximum fee was set at 
BD 200,000. Furthermore, the 
Minister of Justice or their 
delegate could defer or exempt 
individuals from paying all or 
part of the court fees if they 
demonstrated their inability 
to pay.

Lawmakers consider financial clearance for departing foreign workers
TDT | Manama 

Foreign workers and employ-
ers will be required to obtain 

a certificate of financial clear-
ance before departing Bahrain, 
if lawmakers agree. 

MPs assert that the proposal 
slated for voting this Tuesday 
is driven by the imperative to 
protect the rights of the state 
and its citizens.

The move would rectify the 
absence of a clear regulatory 
framework, and maintain equi-
librium in labour relations, 
as outlined in its explanatory 

memorandum.
Presently, there’s no mandate 

for settling financial obligations 
by foreign workers or employ-
ers before departing Bahrain. 
This loophole has resulted in 
lost rights, a surge in civil and 
commercial lawsuits with un-
enforceable judgments, and 
challenges in recovering out-
standing sums, the memoran-
dum highlights.

The proposal seeks to redress 
these issues by mandating a cer-
tificate of financial clearance 
from the Labour Market Regu-
latory Authority (LMRA) before 

departure.
However, the LMRA has voiced 

reservations about the proposal, 
cautioning that it would bur-
den the authority with verify-
ing financial clearance for all 
foreign workers and employ-
ers. Moreover, it could restrict 
foreign workers and employ-
ers in Bahrain from traveling 
without a court order, poten-
tially encroaching upon existing  
laws.

Despite the LMRA’s reserva-
tions, the Services Committee 
reviewing the proposal has rec-
ommended its approval.

Parliament to address critical issues
TDT | Manama 

Traffic congestion, fisher-
ies, living standards, and 

dilapidated housing will be 
among the most pressing is-
sue that Parliamentarians will 
discuss this Tuesday in Par-
liament. 

First on the agenda is a dis-
cussion on the government's 
strategies to tackle traffic con-
gestion, a growing concern 
among citizens. MPs will in-
quire about the government's 
plans to improve traffic flow 
and reduce commute times.

Next, parliamentarians will 
delve into the decline of fish 
resources and rising pric-
es in the local market, seek-
ing answers on sustainable 

fisheries management and 
ensuring affordable fish for  
consumers.

The third discussion will 
scrutinize the government's 
initiatives to enhance living 
standards, focusing on access 
to affordable housing, health-
care, education, and employ-
ment opportunities.

Lastly, attention will turn 
to dilapidated housing and 
ove rc rowd e d  d we l l i n g s , 
with MPs seeking clarity on 
the government's plans to 
assist affected families and 
renovate or replace unsafe  
housing.

These discussions are ex-
pected to prompt robust de-
bate and scrutiny of the gov-
ernment's policies and actions.
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AUB celebrates MyHassad special draw winner of BD100,000
Five more winners of BD 10,000 each, bringing total March prize pool to BD 150,000

TDT | Manama

In a special ceremony held 
at its Seef headquarters, 
Ahli United Bank (AUB) has 

announced Fatema Sayed Mo-
hamed Ali as the lucky winner in 
its first MyHassad Special Draw, 
worth BD 100,000.

An Additional five winners for 

the month of March – Qassim Ali 
Radhi, Durra Sayed Adnan Ali, 
Wajeeha Ali Faraji, Ebtehal Isa 
Al Ekri, and Afrah Ahmed Ebra-
him took home BD 10,000 each. 
The Bank also welcomed the six 
winners with special Eid Gifts.

“We are delighted to congratu-
late our MyHassad Special Draw 
and Monthly Draw winners and 

celebrate their along their side,” 
said Suvrat Saigal Deputy Group 
Chief Executive Officer, Retail 
Banking, at Ahli United Bank. 
“MyHassad continues to offer 
exceptional rewards and op-
portunities for our customers, 
and we encourage everyone to 
participate and be a part of this 
unique and special experience.”

MyHassad offers a multitude 
of opportunities to win beyond 
the monthly draw. Every week 
(except for weeks where Month-
ly, Special & Mega Draws take 
place) 10 lucky customers will 
take home BD 500 each, along 
with two exclusive Special 
Draws (for clients with deposits 
upwards of BD 5,000) offering 

a special prize of BD 100,000 
each – one that was conducted 
in March and another is com-
ing up in May. The scheme cul-
minates in a Mega Draw that 
will be held in July, presenting 
a life-changing opportunity to 
win BD 500,000.

The next Special Draw is only 
a month away, and now is the 

perfect timing to increase depos-
its in order to qualify.

The MyHassad draws are held 
every Wednesday, offering par-
ticipants the chance to win big 
on a regular basis. Customers are 
encouraged to start saving with 
MyHassad today to increase 
their chances of being among of 
the future winners!

In pictures, the winners during photocall

Microsoft teases lifelike avatar AI tech
San Francisco, United States

Researchers at Microsoft 
have revealed a new artifi-

cial tool that can create deeply 
realistic human avatars -- but 
offered no timetable to make 
it available to the public, citing 
concerns about facilitating deep 
fake content.

The AI model known as VASA-
1, for “visual affective skills,” 
can create an animated video 
of a person talking, with syn-
chronized lip movements, using 
just a single image and a speech 
audio clip.

Disinformation researchers 
fear rampant misuse of AI-pow-
ered applications to create 
“deep fake” pictures, video, and 
audio clips in a pivotal election 
year.

“We are opposed to any be-
havior to create misleading or 

harmful contents of real per-
sons,” wrote the authors of the 
VASA-1 report, released this 
week by Microsoft Research 
Asia.

“We are dedicated to develop-
ing AI responsibly, with the goal 
of advancing human well-be-
ing,” they said.

“We have no plans to release 

an online demo, API, product, 
additional implementation de-
tails, or any related offerings un-
til we are certain that the tech-
nology will be used responsibly 
and in accordance with proper 
regulations.”

Microsoft researchers said 
the technology can capture a 
wide spectrum of facial nuances 
and natural head motions.

“It paves the way for re-
al-time engagements with life-
like avatars that emulate human 
conversational behaviors,” re-
searchers said in the post.

VASA can work with artistic 
photos, songs, and non-English 
speech, according to Microsoft.

Researchers touted potential 
benefits of the technology such 
as providing virtual teachers to 
students or therapeutic support 
to people in need.

Nike’s Germany kit deal 
‘inexplicable’, says Adidas CEO

Paris, France

The sum reportedly paid by 
Nike to lure the German 

football team away from its 
historic partner Adidas was 
“inexplicable”, the CEO of 
the German sportswear giant 
Bjorn Gulden told AFP in an 
interview.

Defending the company’s 
decision not to enter into a 
bidding war with its fierce US 
rivals, Gulden said the German 
sport outfitter would contin-
ue to go after major kit deals, 
including the franchise for 
France, but only if the price 
is right.

News of the breakup with 
the German football team 
came at a bad time for Adidas, 
which had slumped to its first 
annual loss in over three dec-
ades in 2023.

The German Football Asso-
ciation (DFB) said last month 
it would end its partnership of 
over 70 years with Adidas, se-
lecting Nike as its kit provider 
from 2027.

The DFB said the decision 
was made in the interests of 
the domestic game and grass-
roots football.

But the shock announce-
ment, just a few weeks before 
Germany is set to host the 
2024 European football cham-
pionships, prompted an outcry 
from politicians who accused 
the DFB of a lack of patriotism.

“Nike won with, by all ac-
counts, a huge offer,” said Gul-
den, referring to reports that 
the US giant will pay around 
100 million euros ($106.5 
million) a year in the deal 
that runs from 2027 through  
2034.

S&P cut its Israel debt rating 
to A+ on geopolitical risks
Paris, France

The S&P global rating 
agency downgraded 
its rating on Israel’s 

long-term debt amid region-
al tensions, it said in a state-
ment issued late Thursday, 
just before reports of an Israe-
li revenge attack on arch-foe  
Iran.

The agency cut its rating from 
AA- to A+, and said the outlook 
was negative.

“The recent increase in con-
frontation with Iran heightens 
already elevated geopolitical 
risks for Israel,” S&P said in its 
statement.

The rating downgrade may 
add pressure on Israel’s bonds 
and the shekel, which has fallen 

this year against the dollar.
“We expect a wider region-

al conflict will be avoided, but 
the Israel-Hamas war and the 

confrontation with Hezbollah 
appear set to continue through-
out 2024 -- versus our previous 
assumption of military activ-
ity not lasting more than six 
months,” it said.

S&P also said that it expects 
Israel’s deficit to widen to 8 per-
cent of GDP in 2024, “mostly as 
a result of increased defense 
spending.

“Higher deficits will also per-
sist over the medium term, and 
we expect net general govern-
ment debt to peak at 66 percent 
of GDP in 2026.”

S&P said it could “lower the 
ratings on Israel if the ongo-
ing conflicts widen, further 
increasing the security and 
geopolitical risks that Israel  
faces.”

Oil jumps more than 3% 
on Middle East worries
Hong Kong, China

Oil prices surged more than 
three percent in early 

Asian trade on Friday follow-
ing unconfirmed reports of ex-
plosions in Iran, Syria and Iraq, 
sparking fears of an escalation 
of the Middle East crisis.

West Texas Intermediate 
jumped 3.66 percent to $85.76 
and Brent rose 3.44 percent 
to $90.11.

The reports come after 
a missile attack on Israel by 

Iran last weekend that Israel's 
army chief General Herzi Ha-
levi warned would be met with 
a response.

Tehran unleashed more than 
300 ballistic and cruise mis-
siles and attack drones late 
Saturday, most of which were 
repelled by air defences.

The country's leaders said 
the strike was a legitimate re-
sponse to a deadly attack on 
an Iranian embassy building 
in Damascus that it blames on 
Tel Aviv.

Protesters block traffic along a road during a demonstration by the relatives of 
hostages hostages taken captive by Hamas in the Gaza Strip during the October 
7 attacks, and supporters, demanding action to set them free outside the Kirya 
base which houses the Israeli defence ministry headquarters in Tel Aviv

People walk past a Microsoft Experience Center on Fifth Avenue

Bjorn Gulden



CIA warns Ukraine 
could lose war this 
year without fresh aid

AFP | Washington

The CIA chief warned 
Thursday that Ukraine 

could lose the war to Russia 
by the end of this year un-
less the United States sends 
more military aid.

The grim warning by Bill 
Burns came as the US House 
of Representatives is sched-
uled to vote Saturday on a 
$61 billion aid package for 
Ukraine that has been held 
up for months by Republi-
can lawmakers allied with 
Donald Trump as he seeks 
reelection.

The administration of 
President Joe Biden has 
been warning as it lobbied 
to send more ammuni-
tion and other materiel to 
Ukraine that the pro-West-
ern US ally could lose ter-
ritory to Russia’s invasion 
forces unless it got more 
American help.

But on Thursday, in a 
speech at the George W. 
Bush Center, Burns said 
the stakes are now much 
higher.

New Zealand ram put down after death of elderly couple
AFP | Wellington

A ram in New Zealand has 
been shot and killed by po-

lice after it was blamed for the 
deaths of an elderly couple in a 
farm paddock, authorities and 
local media say.

The man and woman were 
found “deceased” in the morn-
ing on April 18 at the property 
in West Auckland.

“Police can confirm a ram 
was in the paddock at the time 
we were notified,” they said in 
a statement.

One other unidentified per-
son had suffered a minor injury 
after being attacked by the ram 

– a male sheep – in the enclo-
sure, police said.

“Once our staff arrived at the 
scene they too were confronted 
and approached by the ram,” 
police added.

“On undertaking a risk as-
sessment, the ram was shot and 
died at the scene.”

Police confirmed one of their 
officers had killed the agitated 
animal.

The couple’s nephew Dean 
Burrell said the victims were 
in their 80s and had died in 
a “tragic accident” involving 
the animal, according to local 
media outlet Stuff.

Police said they were in-
vestigating the incident and a 
post-mortem would be carried 
out on April 19.

New Zealand is home to five 
million people and about 25 
million sheep. 

Japan doctors sue Google Maps 
over ‘punching bag’ reviews

AFP | Tokyo

Around 60 doctors in Ja-
pan have accused Goog-

le Maps of ignoring vitriolic 
reviews of their clinics in a 
class-action lawsuit touted as 
the first of its kind.

The medics are seeking 1.4 
million yen ($9,000) in total 
damages from Google in a bid 
to hold the US tech titan ac-
countable for inaction over 
the reviews.

They sued the company 
on Thursday, saying they are 
powerless to reply to, or refute, 
reputation-damaging reviews 
because of their obligation to 
patient confidentiality.

“People who post online can 
say anything anonymously, 
even if it’s nothing but slan-
der or verbal abuse”, one of 
the participating doctors told 
reporters.

“It’s like I’m a punching 
bag”, he said under anonymity.

The case at Tokyo District 
Court is believed to be the first 
class-action lawsuit in Japan 
to target a platform over neg-
ative online reviews, a lawyer 
for the plaintiffs said.

“Despite the ease with 

which they are posted, it has 
become extremely difficult to 
get the reviews taken down,” 
lawyer Yuichi Nakazawa told 
AFP.

“This can lead to doctors 
doing their job under the con-
stant fear of receiving horrible 
reviews”, he said.

The objective of many medi-
cal institutions is not to satisfy 
patients, but to deal with their 
illnesses from a professional 
standpoint, the plaintiffs’ com-
plaint said.

“Clinics that give patients 
only a perfunctory diagnosis 
and prescribe medicines as 
requested would be inappro-
priate medically, but highly ap-
preciated by patients,” it said.

The nature of the job can 
also sometimes leave doctors 
susceptible to ad hominem on-
line attacks by patients holding 
a grudge, plaintiffs argued.

If the situation remains un-
addressed, doctors “may find 
themselves hesitant to be firm 
and refuse medically unnec-
essary examinations or med-
icines requested by patients,” 
Nakazawa warned.

That ultimately does society 
a disservice, he argued.

EXPERIENCE IS SIMPLY THE NAME 
WE GIVE OUR MISTAKES
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Attacks by the Hou-
this on commercial 

ships in the Red Sea are 
preventing food and med-
icine from reaching vul-
nerable populations. My 
G7 counterparts and I re-
affirmed our commitment 
to defending freedom of 
navigation.

@SecBlinken

Russia’s hybrid attacks 
are not just about 

Finland’s security. This 
is about the security of 
the entire EU. This is why 
I was here today. To tell 
you that Europe stands by 
your side. For the security 
of the borders and to sup-
port the border regions.

@vonderleyen

The Middle East is on 
a precipice. The in-

ternational community 
must work together to 
prevent any actions that 
could push the entire re-
gion over the edge, with 
a devastating impact on 
civilians. It is high time 
to end the bloody cycle of 
retaliation. It is high time 
to stop.

@antonioguterres

Any accounts doing 
engagement farming 

will be suspended and 
traced to source

@elonmusk

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Polish 
authorities have 
arrested two men 

suspected of attacking a close ally of late Russian 
opposition leader Alexei Navalny in Vilnius in March, 
Lithuania’s President Gitanas Nauseda said yesterday. 
Leonid Volkov was briefly admitted to hospital after he 
was repeatedly struck with a hammer outside his home in 
Vilnius on March 12. Lithuanian intelligence said at the time 
it suspected Russia’s special services of involvement. “Two 
people suspected of having attacked the Russian opposition 

leader Leonid Volkov are detained in Poland,” Nauseda told reporters.

 u A former Ecuadoran 
vice president captured 
during a widely 
condemned raid on the Mexican embassy 
in Quito has appealed to the presidents 
of Mexico, Colombia and Brazil for 
help. Quito sent its security forces into the 
diplomatic mission to arrest Jorge Glas on 
April 5, hours after Mexico granted him 
asylum. “I am in the worst prison in Ecuador 
and on a hunger strike. Help me,” Glas wrote 
in a message to Mexican President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador dated April 15 and seen by AFP Thursday.

 u Aid group Doctors 
Without Borders warned 
Thursday that migrants 

were suffering severe physical and mental 
problems on their way to the United States, 
calling for a more humane response to the 
crisis. The organization, known by its French 
initials MSF, sounded the alarm about what it 
called “the devastating medical and humanitarian 
consequences” of migration policies in Central 

America and Mexico. It decried the “political use” of the migration situation “to 
win votes in societies increasingly hostile to foreigners,” in what is an election 
year in both Mexico and the United States. MSF said it had provided care to more 
than 67,000 migrants in Costa Rica, Honduras, Guatemala and Mexico last year 
-- an increase of 21 percent compared with 2022.

Two detained in Poland for attack 
on Navalny ally: Lithuania president

Aid group sounds alarm 
about migrant health problems

‘Help me,’ pleads Ecuador ex-VP 
at center of crisis with Mexico

The Google Maps app is seen on an Apple iPhone 4S (file photo)

Modi the favourite as India votes
Indians vote in the first phase of the world’s largest election as PM Narendra Modi seeks a third term

• Modi’s popularity 
remains strong after 
a decade in office

• Opposition parties 
face uphill battle against 
Modi’s popularity and 
BJP’s strong organisation

AFP | New Delhi

India began voting yesterday 
in a six-week election with an 

all but assured victory for Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, as a 
weakened opposition is pushed 
to the sidelines.

A total of 968 million people are 
eligible to take part in the world’s 
biggest vote.

A long and winding queue was 
patiently assembled outside a 
polling station in the Hindu holy 
city of Haridwar, on the banks of 
the Ganges river, even before the 
booths opened.

“Modi had ensured our coun-
try as well as our faith is secure,” 
59-year-old Hindu ascetic Uday 
Bharti told AFP outside a polling 
station.

“We have come here to make 
sure Modi keeps doing his good 
work.”

Modi, 73, remains resound-

ingly popular after a decade in 
office that has seen India rise in 
diplomatic clout and economic 
power, as well as efforts by his 
government to bring the country’s 
majority faith in ever closer align-
ment with its politics.

“I urge all those voting... to ex-
ercise their franchise in record 
numbers,” he wrote in a post on 
X as the election began.

“Every vote counts and every 
voice matters!”

Modi has already led the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
through two landslide victories 
in 2014 and 2019, forged in large 
part by his appeal to the Hindu 
faithful.

This year, he presided over the 
inauguration of a grand temple to 
the deity Ram.

Construction of the temple ful-
filled a long-standing demand of 
Hindu activists and was wide-
ly celebrated across India with 
back-to-back television coverage 
and street parties.

‘We have no money’ 
Analysts have long expected 

Modi to triumph against a frac-
tious alliance of more than two 
dozen parties that have yet to 
name a candidate for prime min-
ister.

His prospects have been fur-
ther bolstered by several criminal 

probes into his opponents and a 
tax investigation this year that 
froze the bank accounts of Con-
gress, India’s largest opposition 
party.

“We have no money to cam-
paign, we cannot support our can-
didates,” Rahul Gandhi, the most 
prominent Congress leader, told 
reporters in March.

“Our ability to fight elections 
has been damaged.”

Modi’s tenure has seen India 
overtake former colonial ruler 
Britain as the world’s fifth-biggest 
economy, and Western nations 
lining up to court a prospective 
ally against regional rival China’s 

growing assertiveness.

‘Hatred and injustice’ 
Modi’s BJP is challenged by an 

alliance of more than two dozen 
parties.

Gandhi -- the scion of India’s 
most famous political dynasty, 
whose father, grandmother and 
great-grandfather all served as 
prime minister -- was briefly dis-
qualified from parliament last 
year after being convicted of 
criminal libel.

The 53-year-old has criticised 
the government for democratic 
backsliding, failing to create jobs 
for India’s millions of out-of-work 
youth, and its chest-thumping 
Hindu nationalism.

“Your one vote can put an end 
to inflation, unemployment, ha-
tred and injustice,” his party said 
on X.

But Gandhi has already led 
Congress to two defeats against 
Modi and his efforts to dent the 
premier’s popularity have failed 
to register with voters.

Published opinion polls are rare 
in India, but a Pew survey last 
year found Modi was viewed fa-
vourably by nearly 80 percent of 
the public.

Voting yesterday was mostly 
without incident, but one polling 
station in conflict-hit Manipur 
was ransacked after unknown 
assailants let off gunfire outside.

Ukrainian gunners fire at the 
enemy in Kharkiv Region

Voters queue up to cast their ballot outside a polling station during the first phase 
of voting of India’s general election, in Dugeli village some 33 Km (21 miles) from 
Dantewada town in Chhattisgarh state

Nine killed in overnight Russian 
strikes, as Ukraine downs bomber
AFP | Kyiv

Russian strikes on Ukraine in 
the early hours of yesterday 

killed at least nine people, in-
cluding three children, as Kyiv 
said it shot down a Russian stra-
tegic bomber for the first time.

Moscow said a military plane 
crashed over the south of the 
country while returning to base 
from a combat mission after 
suffering a technical malfunc-
tion.

The downing of a Russian 
bomber used to fire cruise 
missiles at Ukraine would be 
a highly symbolic win for Kyiv, 
which has been pounded by 
hundreds of overnight Russian 
aerial strikes since Moscow in-
vaded more than two years ago.

The latest overnight Russian 
strikes on the eastern Dnipro-
petrovsk region killed at least 
nine people and injured more 
than a dozen, Ukrainian offi-
cials said yesterday.

“A child who was heavi-
ly wounded during a massive 
enemy attack on the Dnipro-
petrovsk region today died in 
hospital. The death toll had 
now risen to nine, including 
three children,” the office of 
Ukraine’s Prosector General 
said in a statement on Telegram.

Strikes were recorded on the 
region’s Synelnykivsky area -- 
where at least two children, 
aged six and eight, were among 
those killed -- and the regional 
capital of Dnipro, the interior 

ministry said.
“Unfortunately, the number 

of victims is expected to rise. 
The rubble of the damaged 
buildings is being cleared,” In-
terior Minister Igor Klymenko 
said in a post on Telegram.

He published photos show-
ing emergency workers car-
rying injured people away on 
stretchers.

After the strike, President 
Volodymyr Zelensky repeated 
his calls for Ukraine’s West-

ern allies to supply air defence 
systems.

“Every country that pro-
vides air defence systems to 
Ukraine, every leader who 
helps persuade our partners 
that air defence systems should 
not be stored in warehouses 
but deployed in real cities and 
communities facing terror, and 
everyone who supports our de-
fence is a life saver,” Zelensky 
said on social media.

In Washington, the US House 
of Representatives is gearing up 
for a crucial weekend vote on a 
long-stalled $61 billion pack-
age of military aid for Kyiv that 
could deliver much-needed 
weapons to Ukrainian soldiers 
struggling on the front lines.

In a boost for their forc-
es, Kyiv said it had downed a 
Russian long-range strategic 
bomber for the first time in an 
overnight attack.

Modi has led India to 
become the world’s 

fifth-biggest economy, 
surpassing its former 
colonial ruler Britain, 
and is seen as a key 

ally by Western nations 
against China’s growing 

assertiveness

KNOW WHAT

Unfortunately, the 
number of victims is 
expected to rise. The 

rubble of the damaged 
buildings is being 

cleared
INTERIOR MINISTER IGOR KLYMENKO

Taiwan’s TSMC 
founder Morris 
Chang receives 
medal of honour

AFP | Taipei

Taiwanese tycoon Morris 
Chang received one of 

the island’s highest med-
als of honour yesterday, in 
recognition of his achieve-
ments as the founder of 
semiconductor giant TSMC.

Known as the “godfather” 
of the island’s chip indus-
try, Chang founded Taiwan 
Semiconductor Manufac-
turing Company three dec-
ades ago, building it into a 
multi-billion-dollar com-
pany that today is a leader 
in making the microchips 
that power everything from 
smartphones to AI technol-
ogy.

President Tsai Ing-wen 
called “The Order of Dr. 
Sun Yat-sen” the highest 
honour the government can 
confer on a person who is 
not a head of state, when 
she presented the medal to 
Chang yesterday.

Describing the 92-year-
old as a “great entrepre-
neur” and a “good friend”, 
Tsai thanked Chang for 
“letting the world see Tai-
wan with technology, in-
novation and enthusiasm”.

Morris Chang

ASEAN ‘deeply 
concerned’ 
by escalating 
Myanmar violence

AFP | Bangkok

Regional bloc ASEAN said it is 
“deeply concerned” about a 

recent upsurge in fighting in My-
anmar, after fierce clashes over a 
key trading hub on the Thai border.

The foreign ministers of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations urged “all parties for an 
immediate cessation of violence” 
in Myanmar, which has been roiled 
by conflict since the military seized 
power in a February 2021 coup.

The ministers’ statement issued 
late Thursday said 10-member ASE-
AN was “deeply concerned over the 
recent escalation of conflicts, in-
cluding in the area of Myawaddy”.

The military was last week forced 
to pull its troops out of positions in 
the valuable trading post after days 
of battling with the Karen National 
Union (KNU) -- a long-established 
ethnic minority armed group -- and 
other anti-junta fighters.

It was the latest blow suffered 
by the junta, which has suffered 
a string of battlefield losses in re-
cent months, with some analysts 
warning it is its most significant 
threat to date.

Myanmar nationals walk on the Thailand-
Myanmar Friendship bridge to cross over 
into Thailand

1290 1862 1902 1999
Round Table tournament held near 
Winchester, England, in imitation of King 
Arthur, to commemorate betrothal of daughter 
of Edward I, and attended by the king

First pasteurization test is 
completed by Frenchmen 
Louis Pasteur and Claude 
Bernard

Marie and Pierre 
Curie isolate the 
radioactive compound 
radium chloride

Columbine High School massacre: Eric 
Harris and Dylan Klebold kill 13 people and 
injure 24 others before committing suicide 
at Columbine High School, Colorado

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Rams are seen grazing in a field

Indonesia on alert for more eruptions at remote volcano
AFP | Jakarta

Indonesian authorities were 
on alert yesterday for more 

eruptions from a remote island 
volcano that forced thousands 
to evacuate this week, as nearby 
residents began clearing debris 
after molten rocks rained down 
on their villages.

Mount Ruang erupted nearly 
half a dozen times in 24 hours 
beginning late Tuesday, stirring 
a spectacular mix of fiery orange 
lava, a towering ash column and 
volcanic lightning.

While officials said Ruang 
had started to calm yesterday, 

authorities maintained the 
highest alert level of a four-

tiered system, which indicates 
high volcanic activity.

Hundreds of locals on neigh-
bouring Tagulandang island 
were seen cleaning up volcanic 
material from the harbour and 
their yards yesterday morning 
with the help of soldiers and 
police officers, according to an 
AFP journalist.

Some described their pan-
ic and rush to safety when the 
eruption began.

“I evacuated. There was a 
house. I stayed there. And then 
it rained and rocks fell. I prayed 
‘God have mercy, please help me 
God’,” Ninice Hoata, a 59-year-
old teacher, said on Tagulan-
dang.

Mount Ruang volcano is seen spewing smoke from Tagulandang island

A Tu-22M3 Russian bomber of the kind that Ukraine said was shot down

Man self-immolates outside Trump trial as jury selected
AFP | New York

A man set himself on fire yes-
terday outside the court-

house where at almost the same 
moment, full jury selection was 
completed in the unprecedent-
ed criminal trial of Donald 
Trump.

It was not clear whether the 
self-immolation had anything 
to do with Trump’s case, but 
the gruesome incident occurred 
on the street outside the build-
ing where the ex-president and 
current White House hopeful 
sat on the 15th floor.

The full jury of 12 New York-
ers and six alternates had just 
been completed when live tele-
vision images suddenly turned 
to smoke gushing from what 
was reported to be a person on 
fire.

A policeman could be seen 
hurrying with a fire extinguish-
er and CNN’s reporter said there 
was a heavy stench of burning 
flesh and fuel.

“A male did light himself on 
fire outside of the Supreme 

Courthouse. We’re still gather-
ing details from the field,” said 
a New York Police Department 
spokesman.

The fire appeared to be lo-
cated at a park opposite the 
100 Centre Street courthouse, 

an area used by authorities to 
hold both pro-Trump and an-
ti-Trump protesters, as well as 
by some members of the media.

Judge Juan Merchan has said 
opening arguments in Trump’s 
trial would start Monday if jury 
selection had been finished.

Trump has pleaded not guilty 
to 34 counts of business fraud 
as part of a scheme to cover up 
hush money paid to a porn star 
so that the story would not come 
out just before the 2016 pres-
idential election, in which he 
beat Hillary Clinton.

The difficulty of choosing ju-
rors who will be impartial when 
judging one of the most contro-
versial men in the country -- and 
also able to set aside as much as 
two months of their time -- has 
been clear throughout the selec-
tion process this week.

A man sets himself on fire in a small park across the street from the lower 
Manhattan courthouse

A hundred pro-Palestinian protesters 
arrested at New York’s Columbia University
AFP | New York

Police arrested more than 
100 pro-Palestinian stu-

dent protesters at New York’s 
Columbia University Thurs-
day, a day after the president 
of the prestigious school was 
grilled in Congress over accu-
sations of anti-Semitism on  
campus.

“NYPD officers moved in to 
ensure the safety of the campus, 
the students and the staff made 
more than 108 arrests, and the 
NYPD ensured that there was no 
violence or injuries during the 
disturbance,” New York Mayor 
Eric Adams said during a press 
conference.

The arrests and dismantling 
of tents that had been erect-

ed Wednesday also attracted a 
crowd of other demonstrators 
in support, according to an AFP 
journalist.

According to The New York 

Times, the daughter of Dem-
ocratic Representative Ilhan 
Omar was among those de-
tained and she has been or-
dered to appear in court.

Pro-Palestinian protesters outside Columbia University in New York
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CELEBScelebs

Across
1- Shoe ties; 6- Somewhat; 10- Flat sound; 14- Circa; 15- French cheese; 16- Do ___ others...; 
17- Cross the goal line; 18- Southern pronoun; 19- Linguist Chomsky; 20- Clairvoyant’s gift; 
21- Rough files; 23- Think the world of; 24- Utopias; 26- List of candidates; 27- Orange root 
plant; 29- Spooky; 31- Wings; 32- Sensation provided by buds on the tongue; 33- Spy org.; 
36- In spite of; 40- Canonized Mlle.; 41- Cut into small pieces; 42- Monster; 43- Audibly; 
44- Unstated; 46- Pilsner; 48- Guide; 49- Brings up; 50- Wigwam; 52- Spud bud; 55- French 
101 verb; 56- Golda of Israel; 57- Palm fruits; 59- Bassoon relative; 60- Prefix with present; 
61- Kett and James; 62- Transmit; 63- Take down ___; 64- Caterpillar competitor;

 Down 
1- Use a surgical beam; 2- Basics; 3- Collaborate; 4- Where It.’s at; 5- Sound system; 6- 
Fathomless depth; 7- Snare; 8- Suffers; 9- “Runaway” singer Shannon; 10- Ice cream topped 
with syrup; 11- Snob; 12- Blank look; 13- ___ Like It Hot; 22- Hill insect; 23- Sci-fi character; 
25- Sketched; 26- Mex. miss; 27- Tins; 28- Plenty; 29- Relaxed; 30- Cornerstone abbr.; 32- 
Drive-___; 33- Fag; 34- Calvary letters; 35- Ripened; 37- Man and Wight; 38- God of thunder; 
39- Prescribed amount; 43- Consented; 44- Salt Lake City player; 45- Required; 46- Do 
not disturb; 47- Composer Copland; 48- Parsley piece; 49- Classic autos; 50- Office fill-in; 
51- Mozart’s “___ kleine Nachtmusik”; 53- 365 days; 54- “___ quam videri” (North Carolina’s 
motto); 56- Extinct bird; 58- Consumed;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Kanye West involved in alleged altercation 
with man who ‘assaulted’ his wife

Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Kanye West is being inves-
tigated for battery after 

allegedly punching a man who 
“battered and sexually assault-
ed” his wife.

The ‘Bound 2’ hitmaker was 
reportedly involved in an al-
tercation late on Tuesday night 
when he is said to have lashed 
out a man in response to him 
putting his hands on his spouse 
Bianca Censori, with the pair 
leaving the scene immediately 
afterwards.

According to TMZ, police 
plan to speak to witnesses and 
will speak to Kanye for his 
side of the story, but after the 
outlet reported the unnamed 
other person had “pushed or 
grabbed” Bianca, the 46-year-
old rapper’s team insisted 
the incident was far more  
serious.

His spokesperson said: 
“’Grabbed’ is grossly inade-
quate as a description of what 
happened. Bianca was physi-

cally assaulted.
“The assailant didn’t mere-

ly collide into her. He put his 
hands under her dress, directly 
on her body, he grabbed her 
waist, he spun her around, and 
then he blew her kisses. She 
was battered and sexually as-
saulted.”

Earlier this year, Kanye 
was sued by autograph hunt-
er Justin Poplawski and his 
wife Tiffany Marshall after the 
man claimed he had been left 
“severely injured” when he 
was punched by the ‘Stronger’ 

hitmaker during an alleged al-
tercation on 13 January, 2022, 
near the Soho Warehouse in 
Los Angeles.

In documents obtained by 
The Blast, Justin descried 
himself as a “well-respected 
autograph dealer” who had 
previously obtained Kanye’s 
signature “without incident”, 
but things were different this 
time because he claimed the 
Yeezy designer pledged to 
“make an example” of him as 
he referenced his divorce from 
Kim Kardashian.

Gwyneth Paltrow admits she passed on ‘a 
lot’ of big Hollywood roles to raise her kids
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Gwyneth Paltrow is opening 
up about balancing her 

career with motherhood.
During a recent interview 

on “The Today Show,” Paltrow 
revealed “there were a lot” of 
film roles she chose to pass 
on in order to stay at home 
with her children when 
they were younger.

“I mean it’s funny 
because it didn’t feel 
like a sacrifice to 
me at the time, but 
if I look back at it 
through a cultural 
lens, I think like, 
wow, if people 
k n ow  t h a t 
I didn’t do 
this movie 
or that mov-
i e ,  t h e y ’d 
b e  q u i t e 
shocked,” she 
said.

T h e  “ T h e 
Talented Mr. 
Ripley ”  star 
shares two kids, 

Apple, 19, and Moses, 17, with 
her ex-husband, Coldplay 
frontman Chris Martin.

She previously spoke with 
People, in November 2023, 
telling them she had become 
more selective about the roles 
she took after becoming a 

mom, explaining she hasn’t 
appeared in a whole 

movie since welcom-
ing her kids. Accord-
ing to Paltrow, “the 
last time [she] was 
in every scene of a 
movie was when” 
she was pregnant 

with Apple.
“When I had 

h e r,  i t  j u s t , 
everything felt 
redefined for me, 
and I thought, 
‘I’m not sure that 
I want to do this 
so much as a ca-
reer. I definitely 
don’t want to...I’m 
not going to go 
away for months 

on end.’”

Mandy Moore 
launches That 
Was Us podcast

Celebretainment | Los 
Angeles

Ma n d y  M o o r e  h a s 
launched a ‘This Is 

Us’ re-watch podcast.
The 40-year-old actress 

- who played Rebecca Pear-
son in the NBC family drama 
series - has joined forces 
with Sterling K. Brown and 
Chris Sullivan to record 
‘That Was Us’.

The trio said on Insta-
gram: “We are SO excited 
to finally announce that 
we (big) three are taking 
back Tuesdays and bringing 
#ThisIsUs back by way of 
a rewatch podcast called 
#ThatWasUs, starting May 
14th!

Mandy Moore

Kanye West and Bianca Censori

Taylor Swift, tortured poet, exorcises 
demons with new double album
AFP | Los Angeles

Taylor Swift’s hotly antici-
pated “The Tortured Poets 

Department” is here along with 
a surprise second album -- 31 
tracks released Friday in which 
the megawatt star purges her 
inner turmoil while scorching 
former lovers.

The first album was released 
as scheduled at midnight (0400 
GMT) but two hours later, an 
additional 15 tracks appeared -- 
giving legions of Swifties plenty 
to chew on.

The 34-year-old billionaire 
is one of music’s most shrewd 
users of social media, employing 
her massive online presence as 
well as her songwriting to create 
a sense of intimacy with fans 
through so-called “Easter eggs” 
and hidden messages.

“I’d written so much tortured 
poetry in the past 2 years and 
wanted to share it all with you, 
so here’s the second installment 
of TTPD: The Anthology. 15 extra 
songs. And now the story isn’t 
mine anymore... it’s all yours,” 
she posted in revealing the extra 
music.

Swift’s album comes on the 
heels of a remarkably success-
ful and busy year for the artist, 
whose “Midnights” won her a 
record-setting fourth Album of 
the Year Grammy.

She put on the first tour to 
break the $1 billion mark and 
is on track to make a second 
billion by the time it’s over.

Swift also released two re-re-
cordings of her earlier albums to 
resounding success, and broke 
box office records with an Eras 
Tour film.

But she also ended a six-year 
relationship with the British ac-
tor Joe Alwyn, after which she 
was linked to -- and dramatical-
ly de-linked from -- front man 
Matty Healy of the 1975.

Now she’s dating NFL star 
Travis Kelce, whose Kansas City 
Chiefs just won the Super Bowl.

And all of the drama is im-
mortalized in song.

‘Sensational and sorrowful’ 
When she announced “TTPD,” 

Swift said it would be “an an-
thology of new works that re-
flect events, opinions and sen-

timents from a fleeting and 
fatalistic moment in time 
-- one that was both sen-
sational and sorrowful in 
equal measure.”

“This period of the 
author’s life is now over, 
the chapter closed and 
boarded up.”

Tying together 
the roots of 2020’s 
“Folklore” with the 
heavier synths of 
her more pop-ori-
ented work, Swift 
spills the tea on 
both Alwyn and 
Healy.

“ S o  L o n g , 
London” of-
fers a painful 
postscript to 
the breezy 
“ L o n d o n 
Boy” off 
her 2019 
a l b u m 
“ L o v-
er.”

“ I 

stopped trying to make him 
laugh / Stopped trying to 

drill the safe,” she sings in 
the former track, bidding 
farewell to her one-time 
home with Alwyn.

Alwyn and fellow actor 
Paul Mescal revealed in 

2022 that they had a 
group chat entitled 

“The Tortured 
Man Club,” and 

some think 
the album 
title refers 
to that.
While her 

cuts against Healy 
are sharp -- “And I 
don’t even want you 
back / I just want 
to know / If rust-
ing my sparkling 
summer was the 
goal,” she sings on 
“The Smallest 
Man Who Ever 
Lived” -- she 
portrays her-
self as a sim-

ilarly messy 
character.

Taylor Swift

Gwyneth Paltrow

Matthew McConaughey recalls instant 
connection with Kate Hudson during 
‘How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days’ audition
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Matthew McConaughey is 
looking back at one of his 

most iconic movies.
During an interview with 

People, the actor reminisced 
about many of his most well 
known films, including “How 
to Lose a Guy in 10 Days.” 
While speaking about the 
movie, McConaughey shared 
what it was like to work with 
his costar Kate Hudson on the 
film.

“Those casting, meeting 
couches, especially for rom-
coms are — you want to see 
the chemistry between the two 
leads. You want to see how the 
jive is,” he explained. “We’re 
not reading through the script, 
we’re not reading lines.”

The two first met on the 
Paramount lot, with McCo-
naughey admitting “imme-
diately we were comfortable 
with each other.”

“We challenged each other, 
we busted each other’s chops, 
and we laughed a lot,” he said. 
“And there was a bit of rock 
and roll exchange that [we 
thought], ‘Oh, this could be 
some heavyweight fun.’ And I 
think that’s why I was cast and 

that’s why, to whatever extent, 
it worked.”

In the movie, McConaughey 
plays Benjamin Barry, who 
heavily pursues Hudson’s 
character, Andie Anderson, 
in order to win a bet he made 
with his friends that he can 
get a girl to fall in love with 
him in 10 days. On the other 
hand, Hudson’s character is 
a journalist who is writing an 
article about how to lose a guy 
in 10 days, and she is trying 
everything she can to get Ben-
jamin to break up with her.

The movie became a huge 
success, finding its way onto 
many lists of must-watch ro-
mantic comedies. It was such 
a success, Hudson and McCo-
naughey would go on to star in 
a second romantic comedy to-
gether, “Fool’s Gold,” in 2008.

Kate Hudson and Matthew 
McConaughey



Call us on +973 36458394
email : advt@newsofbahrain.comClassifieds

PRIVILEGE FASHION DESIGN has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39333960 or DANYA.
ALALI@HOTMAIL.COM
AVENTEN GROUP OF REAL ESTATE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66678087 or SONSULTSTATION.BH@GMAIL.COM
BAB AL BAHRAIN LIVE COOK 
RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66662171 or 
BABALBAHRAINRESTAURANT@GMAIL.
COM
SMART ZOOM REAL ESTATE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33119365 or ZOOMSMART32@GMAIL.COM
TAARA BEAUTY CENTER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36322030 or ALMAHASINEYA@YAHOO.COM
FABULOUS SECOND HAND GOODS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37049355 or INFO@ALJUMANISUPPORT.COM
JUTT CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33232632 or 
RAED9119@GMAIL.COM
OUN HASAN MUBARAK has a vacancy for 
the occupation of GROOM, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33331777 or AWN_
MUBARAK@HOTMAIL.COM
MMB CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39837016 or MUHASSAN5064@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36636640 or 
HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
Golden Diyar construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33390007 or 
HWBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
SHOWAITER SUPER MARKET has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17343642 or 
JMSHOWAITER@HOTMAIL.COM
ALAARAF BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32339996 or 
Z.ALMUDAWEB61@GMAIL.COM
DINESH DEVJI has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17277050 or 
DINESHDEVJI@GMAIL.COM
ALPHA MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TRANSLATORS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39790930 or 
k.bukhalaf@alphamanpowerbh.com
Seven Days Fish has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17259458 or 
ALIXYZ101@GMAIL.COM
WISHAM ALTAIF VEGETABLES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39837878 or SIMSIMSALES@GMAIL.COM
Alfajer restaurant has a vacancy for the 
occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17414017 or 
ALIAAQ696@GMAIL.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700888 or NASSERAB@BATELCO.COM.BH
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37722884 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
MOHAMMED NOOR BUKHARI 
RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66963868 or 
hisham@bokhari.net
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
AL HILAL HOSPITAL COMPANY - BSC 
(CLOSED) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SPECIALISED DOCTOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17344700 or HRD@
ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
NESTO HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17227206 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
Burj Mushraf Contracting Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36167111 or bmc.bahrain111@gmail.com
JELLY FISH FACTORY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33323995 or 
clearance@JARADAHFISH.COM

Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SANDBLASTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36937988 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37722884 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
BURGER ZOOM W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36020031 or PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
MTC GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34691307 or MTCBAHRAIN.BH@GMAIL.COM
BUY PASS GENERAL TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36127901 or SAMEERA12OCT@GMAIL.COM
Pak Ghazi Trading Bahraini Partnership 
company has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35642648 or CMRIFAT1512@GMAIL.COM
Sun shade has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39691941 or SUNSHADE.BH@
GMAIL.COM
Wood line carpentry workshop has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36922339 or 
BURASHED20@GMAIL.COM
ALPHA INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39956377 or BERNARD@ALPHABH.NET
Speed 313 Market has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38184318 or 
SPEED313MARKET@GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37722884 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
GREATER GULF CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39552206 or PRASADCHERIAN@
GREATERGULFFAB.COM
GOLDEN RUBY RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE 
& SANDWICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39421555 or AMMADI@BATELCO.
COM.BH
SKILL UP COMPUTERS CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39939958 or RAALBUAINAIN83@GMAIL.
COM
ALHANOONA EMPLOYMENT OFFICE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR(HOUSEKEEPING AFFAIRS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33233334 or AMANINLOVE@HOTMAIL.COM
ALRAWASY FURNITURE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36261044 or 
33KAWSARAHMED@GMAIL.COM
AROCKIA ALUMINIUM W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34092552 or 
ADOSS1969@GMAIL.COM
ZAP SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34674093 or 
CONFIANZABUSINESSBH@GMAIL.COM
ISRAR HANA SUPER MARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38444055 or EBRAHIMR1958@GMAIL.COM
ZEE INDUSTRIAL CLEANING SERVICE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33043738 or umair.jaan14@gmail.com
EARTH TO ROOF CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34567214 or hgdyNAMICC@GMAIL.COM
DASTI TRADING AND CONTRACTING. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33212403 or SARAIKI.CHOWER@GMAIL.COM
NESTO HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17227206 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37722884 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
ALALAM ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation of 

LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17250878 or A_KGROUP@HOTMAIL.
COM
JELLY FISH FACTORY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33323995 or 
clearance@JARADAHFISH.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or HR.ADMIN@HAJIHASSAN.COM
ALMANARTAIN CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36055333 or ALSHAAB@BATELCO.COMM.BH
AL AMMAR TRANSPORT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ADMINISTRATIVE 
COORDINATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39836099 or 
JAFARALMADHOOB@HOTMAIL.COM
JAWZ WA LAWZ FOR ALL FOODSTUFF has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17689427 or ALAKLAH.EST@GMAIL.COM
HAWAR PETROL STATION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33661030 or hr@
aldaaysiholding.com
CHAISE CAFE AND ART GALLERY - 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39616569 or 
CHAISECAFE@YAHOO.COM
SIAM SQUARE RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33360990 or 
JAK99999@HOTMAIL.COM
MMB CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39837016 or MUHASSAN5064@GMAIL.COM
PETROJANA CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34688884 or 
LOAI@PETROJANA.COM
UNIQUE FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33306469 or CHIRIVELLAHARIKZ@
GMAIL.COM
NEON BURGER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33733123 or AZIZ_
GH2011@HOTMAIL.COM
SHYAM GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36497664 or 
OPINDARSAH66@GMAIL.COM
RAPID ACTION BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32020528 or RAPIDACTIONBM@
GMAIL.COM
TANDOORI TANTRA RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37105810 or 
TANDOORITANTRRA@GMAIL.COM
MIGO COMPANY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39238561 or 
HHAP65004@GMAIL.COM
BHAGERIA INDUSTRIES LIMITED BRANCH 
OF A FOREIGN COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DIRECTOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34074049 or VIKAS@
BHAGERIAGROUP.COM
GOLD LINK GENERAL TRADE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33371333 or ZOOMSMART32@GMAIL.COM
Pasta Express has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TELEPHONE OPERATOR & 
RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39725100 or HRHEAD@
PASTAEXPRESSGROUP.COM
MILLENIUM CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35588880 or milleniumbh183@gmail.com
FHONEL STORE FOR GENERAL TRADING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33588999 or FHONELSTORE.2022@
GMAIL.COM
ALAIN DECORATDN MATERIAL W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39391595 or ALAINDECORAC1@GMAIL.COM
AL MONASAQ BAKARY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33758965 or 
ALQAHTANI-7@HOTMAIL.COM
GAWCHIA RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39454526 or 
JAMALSOUDA@GMAIL.COM
ABDULAZIZ JUMA ABDMOHAMMED 
AJAMCO W.L.L. CO. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623007 or AJAMCO@
BATELCO.COM.BH
ALDORAIA GATE GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39875402 or 
PARVAIZAKHTAR184@YAHOO.COM
SF Wood Decor & Furnishing Contracting 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 

CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17403060 or asdbh@hotmail.com
Manhaj alkhaleej  gate coldstore has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77199011 or EXP.SEV4DOC@GMAIL.COM
HEALTHY CALORIE RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33358885 or FMUBARAK@HOTMAIL.COM
ALGHALIA HOLDING B S C C has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(OPERATIONS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17710271 or hrvp@alghalia.com
ASRAR ALNAIZAK BOUTIQUE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39056893 or 
AIDAK88@YAHOO.COM
Clean and green services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17792434 or 
cleangreenbh@gmail.com
Indian Talent Academy W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33338916 or 
4LAWANDBUSINESS@GMAIL.COM
BASHIR FOR TRADING BROKERAGE 
SERVICE CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33402701 or 
KHALID.CHAUDARY@GMAIL.COM
Restaurant  Reef  Alyemen has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34000422 or 
Whaidarah@gmail.com
CAPSTONE CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33777542 or 
CHITTARANJAN_GCCM@YAHOO.COM
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY SERVICES 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38080801 or HR@
issbh.com
GULF LINES ELECTROMECHANICAL 
TECHNOLOGY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39422327 or 
AZIZASWEET1@HOTMAIL.COM
BALA CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33802366 or 
club88bah@yahoo.com
ADEL ALWAZEER AUTO SERVICE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33100972 or WAZEER909@HOTMAIL.COM
NOOR ALSEHLA CONSTRUCTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39221225 or ALKHABBAZQ@GMAIL.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34010755 or gm@
powertechdevelopment.com
KFC has a vacancy for the occupation of 
KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17262998 or ssaleh@
americana-food.com
JELLY FISH FACTORY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33323995 or 
clearance@JARADAHFISH.COM
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66332100 or 
ABDULLA@KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM
GULF HOTELS GROUP - GULF HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17713000 or 
hussain.almajed@gulfhotelsgroup.com
GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CABIN CREW / FLIGHT 
STEWARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17337804 or recruitment@gulfair.com
ARCAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701900 or hrd@arcal.biz
MTQ OILFIELD SERVICES W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MACHINIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17166827 or ahmed@mtqos.com
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
Kadi One Construction W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33440279 or 
SINOALAN180@GMAIL.COM
JELLY FISH FACTORY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33323995 or 
clearance@JARADAHFISH.COM
REGAL MAINTENANCE & SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17448936 or regal@rmswll.com
FAMILY DISCOUNT CENTER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38410016 or FAMILY2023CENTER@GMAIL.
COM
BDC SECURITY SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 

contact 17329715 or yusuf.alzayani@BAS.
COM.BH
Seven Star Sweet Water has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33764045 or 
MUSARATIZATULLAH@GMAIL.COM
ORIAN COMMERCIAL SERVICES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33007451 or 
ORIANCONTRACTING88@GMAIL.COM
DR. GHASSANA SADEK MEDICAL CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MEDICAL CONSULTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17273527 or 
dr.ghassanacenter@gmail.com
BAWAREJ CONTRACTING CO.W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13118898 or bawarej.bh@gmail.com
GRAND ARAB STAR TECHNICAL 
SUPPLIES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34558032 or 
MIRRAGE_WAJHI@HOTMAIL.COM
Arabian International Contracting CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SAFETY 
OFFICER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39677780 or AWALSERV@BATELCO.
COM.BH
AMERICAN TECHNIQUE PARTS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34462575 or AHMEDALNAKHEBI918@
GMAIL.COM
REMODEL CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35963592 or 
Wariiss.ali@gmail.com
GOPIKA SERVICES BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39488826 or 
SURESHNP68@YAHOO.COM
CLIPPER REFRIGERATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35129494 or AHMADMALIK250@GMAIL.COM
Business Oasis Industrial Supplies 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37200300 or HSHOALA@
BUSINESSOASIS.NET
CITY PEACE CONTRACTING Partnership 
Bahraini Company has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33330157 or 
CKMANAGEMENT.BH@GMAIL.COM
JUMP UP  TRAMPOLINE PARK W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17256262 or 
info@alkhalafintl.com
GREEN STAR SENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33231169 or suresh@greenstarac.net
ASB SECURITY SOLUTIONS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35070603 or MAGICSHINE775@
YAHOO.COM
TEA TIME W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(JUICE & 
SANDWICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36960999 or HASH2H2@GMAIL.COM
WASAYA FOODSTUFF CO. WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33719149 or MOHD.H.NA@GMAIL.COM
STOP AND GO MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39111135 or 
ABDULRQEEB2006@GMAIL.COM
Professional Way Contracting W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822161 or INFO@PWCBH.COM
Abu Affan Solutions has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33391222 or 
ATIFCOBH@GMAIL.COM
HAMA TRADING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13673737 or ABDUL.MAJEED@
NOVELTYLOGISTICS.COM
BHAJA INDIAN RESTAURANTS CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CAPTAIN(RESTAURANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17717555 or INFO@
ZAYYANI.COM
MAMA  MANWA CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39501060 or 
BH_1996@ICLOUD.COM
JELLY FISH FACTORY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33323995 or 
clearance@JARADAHFISH.COM
Almoayyed Air Conditioning W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AIR-
CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39770606 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
M A P Rental Equipment Co.W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17333384 or ashif@map-rental.com

AL HELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33572333 or hanan@ALHELLI.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.
BH
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
NESTO SUPERMARKET & DEPARTMENT 
STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39151200 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
MANGUARD SECURITY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17404949 or SECURITY@MANGUARD.COM.BH
EASTERN BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17729595 or 
SAKINA@HHM-GROUP.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17551111 or HR.ADMIN@
HAJIHASSAN.COM
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SWEEPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN has a vacancy 
for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17262998 or SSALEH@AMERICANA-FOOD.COM
GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CABIN CREW / FLIGHT 
STEWARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17337804 or recruitment@gulfair.com
TOURISM SERVICES COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39520900 or 
tourismserv@gmail.com
AL MAHABA ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS 
EST has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39816922 or ALMAHABA.EST@
GMAIL.COM
MILLENIUM CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35588880 or milleniumbh183@gmail.com
ANSAR GALLERY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17140001 or 
pr@ag-bh.com
CHICKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35029762 or DPASIF@
YAHOO.COM
MADARIS UNIFORMS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES EXCUTIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36318888 or Z8_9@HOTMAIL.COM
N&S MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLERK(INFORMATION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33733381 or NIDHAMI.
BH@GMAIL.COM
BRIDGE 911 SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39923170 or 
ASHQADAARBA@GMAIL.COM
AYAA SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38294099 or 
MJ8646639@GMAIL.COM
THE PERFECT DESIGN FOR KITCHENS 
W.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33435050 or pd.docm21@gmail.com
ZALLAQ   COPY  CENTER AND 
STATIONARY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37300909 or HUTHAIFA-94@
HOTMAIL.COM
TECHNO FIRE SYSTEMS AND SAFETY 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38381562 or GQS_CLEARANCE@
HOTMAIL.COM
COOL & COMFORT WORKSHOP FOR 
ELECTRICAL & AIRCONDITIONING 
MAINTENANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of AIR-CONDITIONING 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34112656 or coolncomfortbh@gmail.com
AL HELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17877209 or HANAN@ALHELLI.COM
A3 TRAVELS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33860711 or YAYA_GHULAM@
YAHOO.COM
GREEN OVERSEAS BUSINESS SUPPORT 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33161222 or SARBJEET2003@
YAHOO.COM
NMC GENERAL TRADING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17412091 or INFO@NMCENGINEERING.COM
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Liverpool out of Europa League 
as Leverkusen advance to semis

Atalanta and Leverkusen reach Europa League semifinals, Roma and Marseille also advance

• Liverpool crashed 
out of the Europa 
League despite a 1-0 
win against Atalanta

AFP | London

Liverpool crashed out of 
the Europa League after 
a 1-0 win against Atalanta 

that wasn’t enough to overturn 
their quarter-final deficit, while 
Bayer Leverkusen’s 1-1 draw at 
West Ham took the German 
champions into the last four on 
Thursday.

In Jurgen Klopp’s last sea-
son as Liverpool boss, the Reds 
were hoping to give the German 
a memorable farewell in the 
final in Dublin.

But Liverpool had suffered 
a stunning 3-0 loss in the first 
leg against Atalanta at Anfield 
last week.

And although Liverpool have 
authored some of European 
football’s greatest comebacks 
down the years against the likes 
of St Etienne, AC Milan and Bar-
celona, there would be no mira-
cle escape this time.

Mohamed Salah converted a 
seventh minute penalty in the 
second leg in Bergamo after 
Trent Alexander-Arnold’s cross 
hit Matteo Ruggeri’s arm.

Howeve r,  K l o p p ’s  m e n 

couldn’t breach the stubborn 
Atalanta defence again.

It has been a brutal week 
for Liverpool, whose Premier 
League title challenge was dam-
aged by a shock home defeat 
against Crystal Palace on Sun-
day.

“It’s mixed emotions. We 
are out but I’m happy with the 
game,” Klopp said.

“It was clear we gave our-
selves a massive hurdle. We 
wished we could have gone 
to Dublin but that hasn’t hap-
pened.”

While Klopp contemplates 
his failure to land the one ma-
jor trophy to elude him during 
nine years with Liverpool, At-
alanta can dream of winning 
the second silverware in their 
116-year history after the 1963 

Coppa Italia.
Bidding to reach their maid-

en European final, Gian Piero 
Gasperini’s team will face Mar-
seille in their first European 
semi-final since the 1988 Cup 
Winners’ Cup.

Fresh from clinching their 
first Bundesliga title last week-
end, Leverkusen survived a 
scare from West Ham before 
advancing 3-1 on aggregate.

In the semi-finals, Xabi Alon-
so’s side will play Roma, who 
saw off Italian rivals AC Milan 
3-1 on aggregate.

Leverkusen won the first 
leg 2-0 but West Ham made 
the perfect start in east Lon-
don when Michail Antonio met 
Jarrod Bowen’s pin-point cross 
with a close-range header in the 
13th minute.

West Ham eventually ran out 
of steam and Jeremie Frimpong 
struck in the 89th minute with a 
shot that deflected in off Aaron 
Cresswell.

“The momentum was with 
West Ham. To be honest, we 
were not at our best in the first 
half. I’m happy to go through. In 
the Europa League you always 
have tough moments,” Alonso 
said.

Treble-chasing Leverkusen 
Leverkusen are into their sec-

ond successive Europa League 
semi-final, while West Ham’s 
exit means for only the third 
time in the 21st century, Eng-
land will have no teams in the 
Champions League and Europa 
League last four.

Leverkusen’s 44-game un-

beaten run in all competitions 
has taken them to the brink 
of an incredible treble, finally 
ridding the club of the ‘Never-
kusen’ tag that mocked their 
decades of underachievement.

Alonso’s team, who face sec-
ond tier Kaiserslautern in the 
German Cup final on May 25, 
beat Werder Bremen 5-0 on 
Sunday to win the Bundesliga 
title.

At the Stadio Olimpico, Gi-
anluca Mancini put Roma head 
from close-range in the 12th 
minute and Paulo Dybala dou-
bled their advantage in the 22nd 
minute with a blistering strike.

Daniele De Rossi’s side were 
reduced to 10 men in the 31st 
minute when Zeki Celik was 
dismissed for a foul on Milan 
forward Rafael Leao.

Matteo Gabbia got one back 
in the 85th minute, but his 
header was little consolation 
for Milan.

Martinez penalty heroics take Villa to Conference League semis

• Aston Villa advances 
to semifinals after a 
4-3 penalty shootout 
win against Lille

• Villa goalkeeper 
Emiliano Martinez 
received two yellow 
cards during the match

AFP | London

Emiliano Martinez starred 
in a drama-filled pen-

alty shootout as Aston Villa 
squeezed past Lille and into 
the Europa Conference League 
semi-finals on Thursday fol-
lowing a late Matty Cash goal 
in normal time.

Villa led 2-1 from last week’s 
first leg but their quest for a 
first European trophy since 
1982 looked doomed when goals 
from Yusuf Yazici and Benjamin 
Andre put Lille two up on the 
night and 3-2 ahead in the tie in 
northern France.

A defensive mishap allowed 
Cash to bring Villa even with 
three minutes left though be-
fore Martinez, displaying his 
trademark dark arts, saved 
twice in the shootout as Unai 
Emery’s side won 4-3 on pen-
alties.

“It has been a hell of a ride 
all of my career. I am a believer 
and a hard worker and it was my 
destiny today,” Martinez told 
TNT Sports.

“I always say in all my ca-

reer, I owe my team-mates in 
those moments, even when we 
were watching Real Madrid last 
night the manager was saying 
we might go to penalties and in 
those moments I own my box.”

The Argentina goalkeeper 
saved spot-kicks from Nabil 
Bentaleb and Andre after being 
whistled loudly throughout the 
game by a crowd that had not 
forgotten his provocative cel-
ebrations after the 2022 World 
Cup final win over France.

There was a confusing mo-
ment during the shootout when 
he was shown a second yellow 
card for more antics, includ-
ing pressing his finger to his 
lips, but rules now dictate that 
any bookings picked up in the 
match are reset before penalties 
commence.

“It’s all about reputation for 
time-wasting because the other 

goalie was doing exactly the 
same thing,” said Martinez.

“I got a yellow after 30 min-
utes and we were losing the 
game so I don’t know what the 
ref wants from me.

“Then there was no ball in the 
penalty spot and I was asking 
for a ball from the ball boy and 
I get booked; I just don’t under-
stand the rules.”

It was a compelling finale to 
an evening that began with Lille 
quickly erasing Villa’s advan-
tage, making full use of the extra 
rest afforded to them against a 
side who beat Arsenal 2-0 on 
Sunday.

Lille start strongly 
Yazici steered home 15 min-

utes in to haul Paulo Fonseca’s 
team level over the two legs be-
fore Lille captain Andre glanced 
in a corner midway through the 

second half.
But with the Ligue 1 club 

heading towards their first ma-
jor European semi-final, a de-
fensive mix-up in the closing 
minutes proved costly.

Cash hammered the ball 
home to bring Villa even at 3-3 
on aggregate after Lille goal-
keeper Lucas Chevalier spilled 
a looping cross following a col-
lision with Bentaleb.

Chevalier redeemed himself 
with a sensational save from 
Douglas Luiz in extra time, re-
acting sharply to scoop the Bra-
zilian’s header over the crossbar 
after parrying a powerful shot 
from Leon Bailey.

But Martinez had the final 
say in the shootout after Cheva-

lier saved Bailey’s attempt, with 
Villa moving on to face Olympi-
akos in the last four.

Olympiakos also had their 
goalkeeper to thank as Kostas 
Tzolakis saved three spot-kicks 
against Fenerbahce in another 
shootout, one the Greeks won 
3-2.

Fenerbahce lost 3-2 away 
last week but Irfan Can Kah-
veci’s early goal brought the 
tie all square in Turkey before 
Tzolakis’ heroics.

Last season’s runners-up 
Fiorentina sealed a return to 
the semi-finals with a 2-0 win 
over 10-man Viktoria Plzen af-
ter extra time.

Cadu was sent off in the sec-
ond half for a foul on the edge 
of the Plzen box and Fiorenti-
na made the extra man count 
when Nico Gonzalez struck in 
the 92nd minute.

Skipper Cristiano Biraghi 
added a second on 108 minutes 
as the Italians progressed 2-0 
on aggregate.

Aston Villa’s goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez (R) jumps to save a shot

I always say in all 
my career, I owe my 
team-mates in those 
moments, even when 

we were watching 
Real Madrid last night 

the manager was 
saying we might go to 
penalties and in those 
moments I own my box

EMILIANO MARTINEZ

It’s mixed emotions. We 
are out but I’m happy 
with the game. It was 

clear we gave ourselves 
a massive hurdle. We 
wished we could have 

gone to Dublin but that 
hasn’t happened

JURGEN KLOPP

There was a confusing 
moment during the 
shootout when he 

was shown a second 
yellow card for more 

antics, including 
pressing his finger 

to his lips, but rules 
now dictate that any 

bookings picked up in 
the match are reset 

before penalties com-
mence

KNOW WHAT
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Liverpool’s Egyptian forward Mohamed Salah shoots and scores a penalty kick

Leverkusen’s 44-
game unbeaten streak 

across all competi-
tions positions them 
as treble contenders, 
shedding the “Nev-

erkusen” tag for un-
derachievement. This 
is only the third time 

in the 21st century 
that no English teams 
are in the last four of 

Champions League 
and Europa League

KYRO  LOUNGE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MARKETING SPECIALIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17773377 or PETERELKHAIR@GMAIL.COM
JAWHARAT ALEEWAN REAL ESTATE 
AND CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39555884 or 
SABIHA423@GMAIL.COM
Creamy Ribbons Sweets & Pastries has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36531133 or 
hello@creamyribbons.com
TANIA SUPERMARKET CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34389838 or 
MOHAMMADKAMRUZZAMAN421@GMAIL.COM
ALMAZAIDEH FOR SWEETS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONFECTIONER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34149179 or 
OSAMAALSOUDI82@GMAIL.COM
GULF COASTS CAR SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33747454 or WHEELPLUS20@GMAIL.COM
SUPER BRUSH FOR PAINTING AND 
SERVICES BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPA has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39573360 or sinthujant@gmail.com
RENDER ME DESIGN . has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DESIGNER(ILLUSTRATION 
DEVICES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39010108 or HB@RENDERMEE.COM
CHURROLOOP SWEET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER/BARTENDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33858115 or MOHSN19999@HOTMAIL.COM
SAPON HAZI TAILORING BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39312875 or 
KITECOLDSTORE@GMAIL.COM
SHAAZ CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37375004 or 
PADUPPILMUNEER@GMAIL.COM
THIMAR ALZAHRA FOR FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of VEGETABLE SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39727158 or KHAYATMAA@HOTMAIL.COM
ABU ASHIQ REPAIRING WORKSHOP W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33253901 or CHASHIQ6WB@GMAIL.COM
FALAFELPIE RESTURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39992565 or 
FALAFELPIEBH@GMAIL.COM
FISH MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17710271 or MISHAL@
ALGHALIA.COM
MISS HIDD BEAUTY SALOON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33919097 or 
ASAD.M.ABBAS7@GMAIL.COM
BITHRAT ALHAYAT FRUIT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33134567 or 
HADIALALAWI24@GMAIL.COM
GULF POINT OPTICALS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34591986 or 
MUBZ870@GMAIL.COM
PAK PRO CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36515888 or Q5020888@GMAIL.COM
JUFFAIR BOULEVARD HOTEL & 
SUITES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35475656 or HR@
JUFFAIRBOULEVARD.COM
ALABRAAJ RESTAURANTS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38700027 or salwa@al-abraaj.com
MALAK ALLEN PATISSERIE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PASTRY 
MAKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34687016 or MALAK.ALLEN@
ME.COM
LNDRY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39550063 or BADRAN.35@HOTMAIL.COM
MICROLINK SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13119417 or 
ALTHAF.IQBAL@MICROLINK.COM.MY
MANGUARD SECURITY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404949 or SECURITY@MANGUARD.COM.BH
LULU BAHRAIN HYPER MARKET W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL 
TRADE SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17558558 or careers@
bh.lulumea.com
AL HELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17877209 or HANAN@ALHELLI.COM

  VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
  CONTINUED
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Swiatek’s perfect 10 in Stuttgart 
as Vondrousova stuns Sabalenka
AFP | Stuttgart

World number one and 
defending champion 

Iga Swiatek took her Stuttgart 
winning streak to 10 matches 
yesterday with a straight sets 
victory over Emma Raducanu 
while Marketa Vondrousova 
stunned three-time runner-up 
Aryna Sabalenka to also make 
the semi-finals.

Top seed Swiatek, the 2022 
and 2023 champion at the Ger-
man clay-court tournament, 
saw off former US Open cham-
pion Emma Raducanu 7-6 
(7/2), 6-3 in her quarter-final. 

The 22-year-old Pole needed 
just over two hours to defeat 
Raducanu who was playing 
in her first quarter-final since 
2022.

Despite her loss, there were 
encouraging signs of a return 
to form for the Briton.

Her two wins for Britain in 
the Billie Jean King Cup win 
against France last weekend 
followed by two victories in 
Stuttgart mark the first time 

she has won four matches in 
a row since her 2021 US Open 
title triumph.

The former world number 
10 came into Stuttgart ranked 
at 303. Twelve months ago, 
Stuttgart proved to be her final 
event of 2023 before undergo-
ing surgery on both wrists and 
her ankle.

S w i a t e k  w i l l  f a c e 
fourth-seeded Elena Rybakina, 
who defeated Jasmine Paolini 
6-3, 5-7, 6-3, for a place in the 
final.

Norris snatches Shanghai sprint pole
Lando Norris denies Lewis Hamilton in wet qualifying session in Chinese Grand Prix qualifying

• Alonso qualifies 
third, while Verstappen 
takes fourth

• Zhou Guanyu 
makes hometown 
debut, starting 10th

AFP | Shanghai

A fearless “all or nothing” 
lap from McLaren’s 
Lando Norris in wet and 

wild conditions yesterday de-
nied Lewis Hamilton pole posi-
tion for the Chinese Grand Prix 
sprint race.

Hamilton thought he had 
claimed Shanghai pole in his 
Mercedes when Norris’s lap of 
1min 57.940sec on intermediate 
wet tyres was deleted for ex-
ceeding track limits, only to be 
dramatically reinstated a minute 
later.

Fernando Alonso in an Aston 
Martin showed his experience 
and guile to come third in the 
treacherous conditions with 
championship leader Max Ver-
stappen fourth.

It was a second career sprint 
pole for Norris.

“It was tricky, you are always 
nervous going into a session like 
this,” said the Englishman.

“You just have to risk a lot, 
push and build tyre temperature 
and what not.

“You only get three laps. The 
first two I aborted on both, so it 
was all or nothing.”

Verstappen’s Red Bull team-
mate Sergio Perez was sixth, 
splitting the Ferraris of Carlos 
Sainz and Charles Leclerc, who 
survived a big spin.

“It was just like driving on 
ice,” said Verstappen, whose fi-
nal lap time was deleted after a 

trip across the gravel outside the 
final bend.

“That is why also I think we 
deserved to be where we are in 
qualifying, it isn’t really working 
for me in the wet but it is not 
where we are in the dry.”

Hamilton has endured a poor 
start to 2024 but was clearly 
looking forward to starting from 
the front row.

“So happy, as soon as I saw 
the rain coming I was getting 
excited. In dry conditions we’re 
not quick enough.”

Alonso was also thankful for 
the late rain. “We were not super 

competitive on the dry,” he said.
“In the wet it was difficult to 

judge the level of grip and risk 
we wanted to apply but in the 
end I am happy.”

Fifth-placed Sainz said the 
rain and cool conditions made it 
very difficult to get his interme-
diate tyres warmed up.

“We didn’t manage to switch 
on the tyres so we couldn’t 
push,” said the Spaniard, the 
only driver to win a race this 
season apart from Verstappen.

Formula One is back in Chi-
na for the first time since 2019, 
when Hamilton won.

Hometown hero Zhou 
A big crowd at the Shanghai 

International Circuit let out a 
huge roar when their home-
town hero Zhou Guanyu made 
it into the third qualifying  
session.

He will start Saturday morn-
ing’s sprint from 10th for Sauber.

The 24-year-old Zhou was 
elevated to F1 in 2022, but has 
had to wait till his third season 
to make his home debut because 
of the pandemic.

Zhou is yet to score a 2024 
championship point but has 
given himself a great chance 
with a near-flawless qualifying  
show.

Every lap in his bright green 
Sauber was greeted by massive 

cheers from the grandstand op-
posite the pit lane as his times 
appeared on the scoreboard.

“We will give it everything,” 
Zhou said. “I am just happy with 
the first day and great to have 
everyone here.

“The pressure before the 
weekend was so extreme, like 
I felt when I made my debut.”

Verstappen, who has won 
three out of four grands prix 
this season, again looked quick-
est until the rain came near the 
end of SQ2.

It sets up an intriguing 19-lap 
sprint battle Saturday morning 
as the three-time world champi-
on attempts to find his way past 
Alonso, Hamilton and Norris.

“We have to try and have the 
best start possible,” said Ver-
stappen.

“And then I think it will be 
quite a long stint on one set of 
tyres in the sprint.”

Hamilton said his fate lay with 
the weather gods.

“It really depends what the 
conditions will be like,” said the 
seven-time world champion, 
who has won a record six grands 
prix in Shanghai.

“If they are like they were just 
now we have a chance of being 
up there.” 
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Catlin on cusp of Saudi Open Golf Championship title 
TDT | Manama

John Catlin, the talented 
American golfer, showcased 

his dominance at the Saudi Open 
golf tournament, presented by 
the Public Investment Fund.

With an impressive per-
formance extending over 
three consecutive days, Catlin 
achieved a remarkable feat by 
setting a new men’s record with 
a total score of 62. As the tour-
nament nears its conclusion on 
Saturday, held at the esteemed 
Riyadh Golf Club, Catlin finds 
himself on the brink of clinching 

the championship title.
Commencing the penultimate 

round, the American sensation 

Catlin held a lead over his main 
rivals, Scott Hend and Haotong 
Lee. Displaying his unwavering 
determination, Catlin embarked 
on a strong start, asserting his 
competitive spirit by securing 
an early advantage within the 
first five holes. His strategic 
maneuvers continued as he ef-
fortlessly navigated through the 
10th and 11th holes, widening 
the gap in his favor on the lea-
derboard.

Thai golfer Kiradech Avin-
iyarnath emerged as a strong 
contender, claiming the sec-
ond-place position and posing 

a formidable challenge to the 
prominent competitors Wade 
Ormsby, David Puig from Spain, 
Scott Hend, and Li Haotong 
from China.

Currently at the helm of the 
championship leaderboard, 
John Catlin seeks to secure con-
secutive victories on the Asian 
Tour, following his triumph at 
the Macau International Cham-
pionship in March. However, 
the 33-year-old remains ground-
ed, refusing to take anything for 
granted. He intends to perse-
vere until the conclusion of the 
final round on Saturday.

A player in action

Iga Swiatek

It was tricky, you are 
always nervous going 

into a session like this. 
You just have to risk a 

lot, push and build tyre 
temperature and what 
not. You only get three 

laps. The first two I 
aborted on both, so it 

was all or nothing
LANDO NORRIS

McLaren’s British driver Lando Norris drives during the sprint qualifying session

This is Lando Norris’s 
second career sprint 

pole, and he achieved 
it with an “all or noth-
ing” lap in treacherous 

wet conditions

KNOW

BETTER

Thrilling encounters mark day 4 of Inter-Hotel Charity Cricket Tournament

TDT | Manama

The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain 
Inter-Hotel Charity Crick-

et Tournament continued its 
exciting action on Day 4 with 
five thrilling matches played 
on April 18.

The day witnessed some bril-
liant individual performances 
and closely contested encoun-
ters.

In the first match, Address 
Beach Resort edged out The K 

Hotel by a narrow margin of 14 
runs. Amir Khan from Address 
Beach Resort was adjudged the 
Man of the Match for his out-
standing all-round display.

The Ritz-Carlton B team se-
cured a four-wicket victory over 
Swiss-Belhotel Seef in the sec-
ond match. Sreeraj Sreenivas 
of The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain 
was awarded the Man of the 
Match for his match-winning 
contribution.

In the third encounter, The 

Ritz-Carlton A team dominat-
ed Domain Bahrain, winning 
by a comprehensive 54-run 
margin. Salman Nasir from The 
Ritz-Carlton Bahrain was the 
star performer and claimed the 
Man of the Match award.

Gulf Hotel Bahrain emerged 
victorious against Le Meridien 
Bahrain in the fourth match, 
securing a commanding 52-run 
win. Dulanga Umesh of Gulf 
Hotel Bahrain was named the 
Man of the Match for his excep-

tional performance.
The final match of the day 

saw Diplomat Radisson Blu B 
defeating Movenpick Bahrain 
by 42 runs. Yasir Raja from 
Diplomat Radisson Blu was ad-
judged the Man of the Match 
for his crucial role in his team’s 
victory.

The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain In-
ter-Hotel Charity Cricket Tour-
nament continues to provide 
thrilling cricketing action while 
raising funds for a noble cause. 

Sreeraj Sreenivas (The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain) receiving “Man of the Match” 
certificate from Awais Rafiq (Financial Controller, The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain)

Salman Nasir (The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain) receiving “Man of the Match” 
certificate from Awais Rafiq (Financial Controller, The Ritz-Carlton Bahrain)



Man City suffer Haaland injury 
scare before FA Cup semi-final

AFP | Manchester

Pep Guardiola has revealed 
Erling Haaland could miss 

Manchester City’s FA Cup 
semi-final against Chelsea at 
Wembley on Saturday.

Haaland was substituted 
before the start of extra time 
in City’s Champions League 
quarter-final second leg de-
feat against Real Madrid on 
Wednesday.

Guardiola said after the 
penalty shoot-out loss that 
the Norway striker asked to 
be withdrawn but did not give 
a reason why.

The City boss has now con-
firmed Haaland suffered an 
injury against Real and sug-
gested it was not certain his 
leading scorer would recover 
in time for the FA Cup holders’ 
clash with Chelsea.

“We will see. It was a tough 
game, a lot of action, high in-
tensity for both sides,” Guar-
diola told reporters yesterday.

“Erling felt something, a 
muscular issue. That’s why he 
told me he could not continue.

“The doctor said he had 
a little bit of niggles, a little 
problem, we will see how his 
evolution is in the next hours.”

While Guardiola sweats 
on Haaland’s fitness, City 
midfielder Kevin De Bruyne 
should be involved against 

Chelsea after being taken off 
during extra time against Real 
due to fatigue.

Given City’s hectic schedule, 
Guardiola conceded it is un-
derstandable that players are 
tired at this stage of the season.

“It’s normal with the amount 
of games we are playing this 
season and the previous sea-
sons and not much recovery, 
and extra time and high inten-
sity,” he said.

“We put a lot of pressure in 
our game and that’s why the 
fatigue is there. They are hu-
man beings. They are not a 
machine. We are used to it.”

The agonising shoot-out de-
feat by Real ended City’s hopes 
of winning a Premier League, 
Champions League and FA Cup 
treble for a second consecutive 
season.

Real Madrid’s Spanish defender #06 Nacho Fernandez (L) clears the ball 
from Manchester City’s Norwegian striker #09 Erling Haaland

Rahul shines as Lucknow beat Chennai in IPL
aFP | Lucknow

KL Rahul’s solid 82 runs off 
53 balls helped Lucknow 

Super Giants comfortably beat 
Chennai Super Kings by eight 
wickets in the IPL yesterday.

Rahul’s time at the crease, 
which saw him smash nine 
fours and three sixes, played a 
key role in pushing Lucknow 
past Chennai’s 176-6 with six 
balls to spare.

“I felt that if we bat well, we 
could chase it down... when 
your partnership goes on, you 
can take a few more chances. 
Glad that it happened,” said 
Rahul.

Chennai got off to a slightly 
jittery start after being invited 
to bat first, losing Rachin Ravin-
dra (zero) and skipper Ruturaj 
Gaikwad (17) in the first five 
overs. Ajinkya Rahane looked to 
steady the side, with the help of 
Ravindra Jadeja, but fell in the 

ninth over after racking up a 
respectable 36 runs off 24 balls.

Lucknow’s clinical bowling 
restricted Chennai in the mid-
dle overs, with Shivam Dube 
(three) not being able to pop off.

But Jadeja soldiered on for 
the rest of the game, getting his 

half-century in the seventeenth 
over.

Reliable warhorse M.S. Dho-
ni, who smacked 28 runs off 9 
balls, helped Chennai turn up 
the heat in the last three overs 
and pushed the team to 176-6.

Lucknow openers Quinton de 

Kock and KL Rahul set up the 
chase with a superb 134-run 
partnership, before de Kock, 
who hit five fours in his 43-ball 
54, fell in the fifteenth over.

Rahul went onto smash an 
incredible 82 runs off 53 balls 
before being dismissed in the 
eighteenth over. A final push 
by Nicholas Pooran (23) helped 
seal the victory for Lucknow.

“We lost wickets regular-
ly and were 10-15 short,” said 
Gaikwad.

“Good to play them again 
soon, will come back with 
homework done.” 

Lucknow Super Giants’ KL Rahul plays a shot
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Arteta challenges Arsenal to rebound
Gunners look to regain form after Champions League and league setbacks

• Arteta urges team to 
show mental toughness

AFP | London

Mikel Arteta has urged 
A r s e n a l  t o  p r o v e 
they have the mental 

strength to bounce back from 
a painful spell that wrecked 
their Champions League chal-
lenge and dented their Premier 
League title bid.

Arteta’s side lost 1-0 to Bayern 
Munich on Wednesday as the 
German side earned a 3-2 aggre-
gate quarter-final victory.

The end of Arsenal’s attempt 
to win the Champions League 
for the first time followed a dam-
aging 2-0 home defeat against 
Aston Villa in the Premier 
League.

Critics said the Gunners’ 

stumble over the last week re-
flected a lack of character and 
toughness in Arteta’s squad.

But Arsenal can return to the 
top of the table by winning at 
Wolves on Saturday while lead-
ers Manchester City are in FA 

Cup semi-final action against 
Chelsea.

“It’s been an experience, not 
the best one,” Arteta told re-
porters yesterday. “We’re fully 
focused on the times we have 
ahead of us with six games to go.

“The context is clear, if we 
win we go top of the league, you 
don’t need anything else to be 

motivated.”
Arsenal are without a win in 

their last three games, having 
drawn their quarter-final first 
leg against Bayern.

Arteta claimed the first game 
against Bayern and the Vil-
la clash could have produced 
different results if Arsenal had 
avoided key mistakes.

“It is what it is and we have 
to accept it. The Bayern one at 
home at the beginning, it could 
have been different,” Arteta  
said.

“Against Villa we were the bet-
ter team, but in the second half 
we paid the price for the chances 
we gave them and we have to 
move on from there.

“Now it is about showing 
against Wolves what we are 
made of and turning the situa-
tion around.”

Chasing Arsenal’s first Pre-
mier League crown in 20 years 

after blowing an eight-point lead 
in the title race last season, Ar-
teta knows the verdict will not 
be kind if his team finish emp-
ty-handed again.

But the Spaniard refused to 
blame his players for their wob-
ble as he told them to make a 
final push for the title.

“I’m fully behind them. Thank 
you so much for the journey to-
gether, thank you for being in the 
quarter-finals of the Champions 
League and being so close,” he 
said.

“Thank you for competing 
against the best team in Pre-
mier League history (Man-
chester City) and the best team 
in the competition in the last 
eight years with Liverpool 
and we’re in with a chance to  
win it.

“Thank you so much for 
everything they have done, be-
cause it is unbelievable.” 

Erling felt something, 
a muscular issue. 
That’s why he told 

me he could not 
continue. The doctor 

said he had a little 
bit of niggles, a little 
problem, we will see 

how his evolution is in 
the next hours

PEP GUARDIOLA

Arsenal’s players react at the end of the UEFA Champions League quarter-final 
second leg football match against Bayern Munich
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Arsenal’s quest for a 
first Premier League 
title in 20 years faces 

a crucial stretch as 
they look to rebound 
from an eight-point 
lead blown last sea-
son. Arteta remains 
optimistic, focusing 

on a final push for the 
championship

KNOW WHAT

Rohit says India-Pakistan Test cricket would be ‘awesome’
AFP | New Delhi

India captain Rohit Sharma 
has thrown his support be-

hind any resumption of Test 
cricket against arch-rivals Pa-
kistan, saying it would be “awe-
some”.

The South Asian neighbours 
are bitter political adversaries 
and have fought three wars 
against each other since they 
were partitioned at the end of 
British colonial rule in 1947.

Their cricket teams have not 
faced off in a Test since 2007. 
Instead they play only occasion-
ally in the shorter versions of 
the game and usually on neutral 
territory in international tour-
naments.

Rohit appeared Thursday 
on a YouTube chat show host-
ed by former captains Adam 
Gilchrist of Australia and Mi-
chael Vaughan of England.

Asked by Vaughan if playing 
Pakistan in a Test series would 
be beneficial for the five-day 

game, Rohit said: “I totally be-
lieve that.”

“They are a good team, superb 
bowling line-up, good contest. 
Especially if you play in over-
seas conditions, that will be 
awesome,” added the 36-year-
old.

“I would love to. It would be 

a great contest between two 
sides... so why not?”

Australia has said it would 
be prepared to host a series be-
tween the rivals.

India and Pakistan have not 
faced each other on either side’s 
soil in a bilateral series since 
2012.

India last year refused to trav-
el to Pakistan for the white-ball 
Asia Cup, prompting part of the 
tournament to be staged in Sri 
Lanka.

They are a good team, 
superb bowling line-up, 
good contest. Especially 
if you play in overseas 
conditions, that will be 
awesome. I would love 
to. It would be a great 
contest between two 
sides... so why not?

ROHIT SHARMA

India’s captain Rohit Sharma (L) talks with Pakistan’s captain Babar Azam 
during the toss before the start of their 2023 ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup match

Scorecard

Lucknow Super Giants 180 for 
2 (Rahul 82, de Kock 54, Pooran 
23*, Pathirana 1-29) beat Chennai 
Super Kings 176 for 6 (Jadeja 57*, 
Rahane 36, Moeen 30, Dhoni 28*, 
Krunal 2-16) by eight wickets

India and Pakistan 
have not faced each 

other on either side’s 
soil in a bilateral se-

ries since 2012




