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Conveyed advance Eid 
wishes to my broth-

er, His Majesty King 
Abdullah II, the King 
of Jordan, over phone.
We expressed concern 
at the evolving situation 
in West Asia and high-
lighted the need for di-
alogue and diplomacy 
for the early restoration 
of peace, security and 
stability in the region. 
Attacks on energy infra-
structure in West Asia 
are condemnable and 
can lead to avoidable 
escalation. India and 
Jordan stand in support 
of unhindered transit of 
goods and energy. Deep-
ly appreciated Jordan’s 
efforts in facilitating the 
safe return of Indians 
stranded in the region.

@narendramodi

I have two clear mes-
sages:
First, to the United 

States & Israel:
It’s high time to end 

this war that is risking to 
get out of control, caus-
ing immense suffering on 
civilians, with dramat-
ic effects on the global 
economy & potentially 
tragic consequences, es-
pecially for the least de-
veloped countries.

Second, my message 
to Iran:

Stop attacking your 
neighbors, they were 
never parties to the con-
flict.

The Security Council 
has condemned these at-
tacks, has ordered them 
to stop, as it has order to 
open the Strait of Hor-
muz.

The prolonged clo-
sure of the Strait of Hor-
muz causes enormous 
pain for so many people 
around the world who 
have nothing to do with 
this conflict.

It’s time for the force 
of the law to prevail over 
the law of the force.

It’s time for diplomacy 
to prevail over war.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Iran attacks energy facilities  Saudi warns military actions
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia  has  not 
ruled out military action 
in response to repeat-

ed missile and drone attacks 
from Iran, Foreign Minister 
Prince Faisal bin Farhan said  
yesterday.

Speaking to reporters fol-
lowing a meeting in Riyadh 
of foreign ministers from the 
region, Prince Faisal said that 
Iran "tries to pressure its neigh-
bours" with attacks.

"The kingdom is not going 
to succumb to pressure, and 
on the contrary, this pressure 
will backfire... and certainly, 
as we have stated quite clearly, 
we have reserved the right to 
take military actions if deemed 
necessary," he said.

Saudi Arabia reported more 
Iranian attacks on Wednesday, 
as the foreign minister hosted 
his counterparts from about a 
dozen Arab and Islamic coun-
tries for talks on the fallout 
from the Middle East war.

Several strong blasts were 
heard in the Saudi capital on 
Wednesday, according to AFP 
journalists, while the defence 
ministry said it had intercepted 
ballistic missiles.

"The targeting of Riyadh 
while a number of diplomats 
are meeting... I think that's the 
clearest signal of how Iran feels 
about diplomacy," Prince Faisal 
said.

"It doesn't believe in talking 
to its neighbours."

The Saudi foreign minister 

condemned the repeated "tar-
geting of civilian sites" across 
the Gulf, dismissing Iran's jus-
tification that it was targeting 
US interests in the region as 
"weak".

"Neither Saudi Arabia nor 
the Gulf states would accept... 
blackmail, and escalation will 
be met with escalation," he  
said.

A joint statement from the 
foreign ministers' meeting in 
Riyadh condemned "the de-
liberate use of ballistic mis-

siles and drones targeting 
residential areas and civilian 
infrastructure, including oil 
facilities, desalination plants, 
airports, residential facilities 
and diplomatic missions".

The ministers "affirmed that 
such attacks cannot be justi-
fied under any circumstanc-
es and reiterated the right of 
states to defend themselves", 
the statement added, calling 
on Iran to "immediately cease 
its attacks" and de-escalate  
tensions.

 Global food 
security, trade 

The World Trade Organ-
ization warned that the 

war posed a dire threat to 
global food security and 
could weigh heavily on al-
ready slowing global trade.

“Sustained increases in 
energy prices could increase 
risks for global trade, with 
potential spillovers for food 
security and cost pressures 
on consumers and busi-
nesses,” WTO chief Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala said in a 
statement.

Hormuz ‘safe 
passage’
Six Western allies -- 

Britain, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Japan and the 
Netherlands -- said in a 
joint statement they were 
ready “to contribute to 
appropriate efforts to en-
sure safe passage through 
the Strait of Hormuz”.

‘High time’ to end 
war

UN chief Antonio Gu-
terres called on all 

parties to end the war.
“To the United States 

and to Israel: it’s high 
time to end this war that 
is risking to get complete-
ly out of control,” he told 
reporters at an EU sum-
mit in Brussels. “To Iran, 
stop attacking your neigh-
bours. They were never 
parties to the conflict.”

Iran vowed to hit hard if its energy facilities were attacked again. "ZERO restraint if our 
infrastructures are struck again," Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said in a post on X.

US has no ’time 
frame’ to end war

US Defense Secretary 
Peter Hegseth said 

the US "wouldn't want 
to set a definitive time 
frame" to end the war.

"It will be at the pres-
ident's choosing, ulti-
mately, where we say, 
'Hey, we've achieved 
what we need to.'"

This war will 
have a much 
more lasting 
impact: 
Macron
French President Emma-

nuel Macron condemned 
yesterday the “reckless esca-
lation”.

He warned that if Middle 
Eastern energy “produc-
tion capacities themselves 
are destroyed, this war will 
have a much more lasting 
impact”.

He called for “direct talks 
between the Americans and 
Iranians on this matter”.

UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer’s office also warned 
that “attacks on critical in-
frastructure risked push-
ing the region further into 
crisis”, after talks with Ma-
cron and NATO chief Mark  
Rutte.

Direct threat to global 
energy security: UAE

Gulf nations had also 
warned of the fall-out from 
Israel’s attack on Iran’s 
South Pars gas field, which 
is part of the South Pars/
North Dome megafield, the 
largest known gas reserve 
in the world that is shared 
with Qatar.

The United Arab Emirates 
said that targeting energy 
infrastructure poses a “di-
rect threat to global energy 
security”.

Iran and US trade threats 
Doha, Qatar

After Iran hit the world’s 
largest liquefied natural 

gas (LNG) facility in Qatar and 
threatened to destroy the re-
gion’s energy infrastructure, 
Donald Trump warned of a fu-
rious US response if such attacks 
continued.

Trump, whose country start-
ed the war alongside Israel with 
their attack on Iran on Febru-
ary 28, said Washington did not 
know about the strike on South 
Pars.

But he warned the United 
States would itself “blow up” 

the Iranian gas field if Tehran 
did not stop attacking Qatar.

Iran’s military responded 
yesterday with defiance, say-
ing it had been a “major mis-
take” to hit South Pars, which 
supplies around 70 % of the 
country’s domestic natural  
gas.

“If it is repeated, subsequent 
attacks against your energy in-
frastructure and that of your 
allies will not stop until their 
complete destruction,” oper-
ational command Khatam 
Al-Anbiya said in a state-
ment carried by Fars news  
agency.

Israeli media reports oil refinery in 
Haifa hit after Iran missiles launched
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli media reported that 
an oil refinery in the north-

ern port city of Haifa was hit 
on Thursday, after the military 
warned of incoming missiles 
launched from Iran.

Israel 's  Kan 11  public 

broadcaster aired images on 
television showing a thick 
plume of dark smoke rising 
from the area of the refinery. 
In a post on X, Kan reported 
that there were no concerns 
that hazardous materials had  
leaked.

Qatar PM says 
gas hub attack 
’clear proof’ Iran 
not only targeting 
US interests 
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Qatar's prime minister 
said on Thursday Iran's 

attack on the world's larg-
est gas facility in Qatar was 
"clear proof" against Teh-
ran's claims of having tar-
geted only US interests in 
the Gulf.

There were "persistent 
Iranian claims that these at-
tacks are against American 
interests... and this claim 
is rejected and cannot be 
accepted," Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman Al 
Thani said.

"The clear proof of this 
is the attack that took 
place yesterday that tar-
geted a natural gas facility 
in the State of Qatar," he  
added.

Israel military says struck several Iranian naval ships in Caspian Sea
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military said 
yesterday that its fighter 

jets had struck several Iranian 
naval vessels in the Caspian 
Sea the previous day, including 
vessels equipped with anti-sub-
marine missiles.

The targets included ships 

equipped with missile systems, 
support vessels and patrol craft, 
the military said, adding that a 
port command centre was also 
hit in the operation.

The targeted Iranian ships 
were also equipped with aerial 
surveillance systems and an-
ti-submarine missiles, the mil-
itary said.

“It is one of the most signif-
icant strikes conducted by the 
IDF since the start of Operation 
Roaring Lion,” the military said 
in a statement.

“We have for the first time 
carried out strikes in north-
ern Iran in the Caspian Sea,” 
military spokesman Lieuten-
ant Colonel Nadav Shoshani 

told journalists in a separate 
briefing.

“This is the first time we have 
done that in our history... We 
were able to target their naval 
shipyard where they can fix or 
build new ships,” he said, add-
ing that Israel had struck more 
than 200 targets across Iran 
over the past 36 hours.

Israeli security personnel secure an area around a rocket partly buried in a field in the Israeli-
annexed Golan Heights bordering Lebanon,

Oil prices surge, stocks sink on energy shock fears
London, United Kingdom

Energy prices soared and 
stocks sank yesterday as 

Iran stepped up attacks on Gulf 
energy infrastructure, reigniting 
fears over global supplies and 

inflation as well as the likely 
damage to economic growth.

International benchmark 
Brent crude rose more than 

five percent to top $115 per bar-
rel and US contract WTI briefly 
topped $100 as Tehran targeted 
regional installations in retal-

iation for an Israeli strike on 
South Pars field, which it shares 
with Qatar. European gas pric-
es also soared by more than a 
third on fears of the impact on 
energy supplies before edging 
back down.

Neither Saudi Arabia nor the Gulf states would accept... blackmail, and 
escalation will be met with escalation: Saudi foreign minister

Casualty figures from across the region
The figures are based on 

numbers released by gov-
ernments, militaries, health au-
thorities and rescue organisa-
tions in the affected countries.

Iran
Iran’s government has not 

released an updated overall 
casualty toll in recent days.

However, The US-based Hu-
man Rights Activists News 
Agency (HRANA) said on March 
17 that at least 3,114 people had 
been killed, including 1,354 ci-
vilians -- among them at least 
207 children -- as well as 1,138 
military personnel and 622 peo-
ple whose status had not been 
classified.

Israel
Israeli emergency servic-

es and authorities say Iranian 
missile fire has killed 14 people 

since the start of the war, includ-
ing 13 Israelis -- among them 
four minors -- and one Filipino 
caregiver.

Magen David Adom, Israel’s 
emergency service, said around 
250 people have been injured 
since Iran began firing missiles 
at the country in retaliation for 
US-Israeli strikes.

The Israeli military has sep-
arately announced the deaths 
of two personnel in combat in 
southern Lebanon.

Lebanon
Lebanon’s health ministry 

said on March 18 that 968 peo-
ple had been killed and 2,432 
wounded since the start of the 
fighting, including 116 children, 
77 women and 775 men.

The ministry said the toll also 
included 40 healthcare workers.

Hezbollah has not announced 

its losses.

The Gulf
Authorities in Gulf states 

and the US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) have reported 28 
people killed -- 15 of them ci-
vilians -- since the start of the 
Iranian attacks.

The rest of those killed were 
military or security personnel, 
including seven US service mem-
bers.

Kuwait’s military and health 
ministry have reported six 
deaths: two soldiers, two border 
guards and two civilians, one of 
them an 11-year-old girl.

The United Arab Emirates’ 
defence ministry has reported 
eight deaths: six civilians and 
two military personnel who died 
as a result of a helicopter crash 
blamed on a technical malfunc-
tion.

Saudi Arabia

Bahrain’s interior ministry has 
also logged two civilian deaths.

Oman’s maritime security 
centre reported the death of a 
mariner at sea and two other 
people in a drone attack on an 
industrial area.Qatar’s interior 
ministry, meanwhile, has report-
ed 16 injuries and no fatalities.

CENTCOM has confirmed six 
US service personnel killed in 
Kuwait and one killed in Saudi 
Arabia.

Iraq
Armed groups and officials 

have said at least 64 people have 
been killed in Iraq since the start 
of the war, according to an AFP 
tally based on their announce-
ments.

France said an Iranian drone 
killed a French soldier in Iraq’s 
autonomous Kurdistan region.

The US military said a refuel-
ling aircraft crashed in western 
Iraq, killing all six crew mem-
bers, in an incident not caused 
by hostile or friendly fire.

Jordan
In Jordan, security officials 

said 29 people have been injured 
by falling debris from Iranian 
missiles and drones in various 
parts of the kingdom.

No deaths have been recorded 
so far.

US injuries across Mideast
The US on Monday said 

around 200 of its military per-
sonnel have been injured in sev-
en countries across the Middle 
East since the start of the war.

Ten were categorised as se-
riously wounded and over 180 
have already returned to duty, 
CENTCOM said.

Iran attacked Qatar's Ras La�an LNG (liquified natural gas) facility,

in retaliation for an Israeli strike on its South Pars gas field on March 18

Iran attacked Qatar's Ras La�an LNG (liquified natural gas) facility,

in retaliation for an Israeli strike on its South Pars gas field on March 18

ATTACKS ON GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Map data: OSM, cloud-free composite of Copernicus Sentinel-2 imagery (Feb-Mar 2026), processed by AFP , GEBCO

Source: Environmental Defense Fund
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US approves over $16 bn in 
arms sales to Gulf states
Washington, United States

The United States yesterday an-
nounced the approval of $16.46 

billion in military sales to the United 
Arab Emirates and Kuwait, two Gulf 
states that have been hit hard by fallout 
from the Iran war.

Tanker hit 
off UAE near 
Hormuz Strait
AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emirates

A projectile hit a tanker off the 
coast of the east coast of the 

United Arab Emirates, causing a fire 
and leaving the captain missing, of-
ficials and maritime monitors said y 
esterday.

The UK Maritime Trade Oper-
ations (UKMTO), a naval monitor, 
said it received a report at 2300 
GMT on Wednesday that "a ves-
sel has been hit by an unknown 
projectile which has resulted in 
a fire on board" off the UAE port 
of Khor Fakkan in the Gulf of  
Oman.

At a meeting of the International 
Maritime Organization in London 
later on Thursday, the delegate 
from Palau identified the vessel as 
a chemical tanker flagged to that 
country, the Parimal.

He said 15 crew members were 
rescued by a Cook Islands-flagged 
tanker."However, the master is 
missing," he added.

Marine intelligence journal 
Lloyd's List said the Parimal was 
part of the "shadow fleet" of unreg-
ulated vessels under international 
sanctions.Filipinos fleeing the war in the Middle East disembark from a government chartered flight from Dubai at Villamor Air Base in Pasay, Metro Manila

Netanyahu says Iran no longer able to enrich uranium, build ballistic missiles Trump says told Netanyahu not to attack Iran gas fields

Brent North Sea Crude:   3.1% at $110.67 per barrel

West Texas Intermediate:   1.8 % at $97.17 per barrel


