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A veterinarian from the zoo of Besancon feeds “Soa”, a female crowned sifaka, in Besancon, eastern France. The 
crowned sifaka is a critically endangered species from Madagascar. There were only 6 females over 20 individuals living 
in 7 zoos worldwide end of 2018

C r i t i c a l l y  E n d a n g e r e d Aussie rodent becomes first 
‘climate change extinction’
Sydney, Australia

Australia officially declared 
a Great Barrier Reef rodent 

extinct yesterday, making it the 
first mammal believed to have 
been killed off by human-in-
duced climate change.

The rat-like Bramble Cay 
melomys -- whose only known 
habitat was a small sandy island 
in far northern Australia -- has 
not been spotted in a decade.

Researchers from Queens-
land determined a key factor in 
its disappearance was “almost 
certainly” repeated ocean inun-
dation of the cay -- a low-lying 
island on a coral reef -- over the 
last decade, which had resulted 
in dramatic habitat loss.

Australia’s environment min-
istry yesterday said it had 
officially transferred 
the animal to the “ex-
tinct” list. 

The decla-
ration was 
ex p e c t e d . 
T h e  r e -
s e a r c h e r s 
completed a 

wide-ranging survey in 2014 in 
a bid to track down the species, 
but found no trace.

Available data on sea-level 
rise and weather events in the 
Torres Strait region “point to 

human-induced 
c l i m a t e 

change 

being the root cause of the loss 
of the Bramble Cay melomys”, 
a study released in 2016 said.

The Melomys rubicola, con-
sidered the Great Barrier Reef’s 
only endemic mammal species, 
was first discovered on the cay 
in 1845 by Europeans who 
shot the “large rats” f o r 

sport.

Aerial view of Great Barrier Reef

Bramble Cay melomys

‘Kissing sailor’ in iconic 
NY picture dies age 95
Washington, United States

The sailor pictured kissing 
a woman in Times Square 

as people celebrated the end 
of World War II has died at 
age 95, his daughter told The 
Providence Journal.

George Mendonsa had a sei-
zure Sunday after falling at 
an assisted living facility in 
Middletown, Rhode Island, his 
daughter Sharon Molleur said.

In the famous image, one 
of four taken by Alfred Ei-
senstaedt for Life magazine, 
Mendonsa is seen ecstatical-
ly bending over and kissing 
a woman in a white nurse’s 
uniform.

The picture was published 
by Life as “V-J Day in Times 
Square.”

Mendonsa, who served in 
the Pacific during World War 
II, was on home leave when the 
picture was taken.

He had long claimed to be 
the sailor in the picture, but 
it wasn’t confirmed until re-
cently with the use of facial 
recognition technology.

Greta Zimmer Friedman, 
the woman in the picture, died 
in 2016 at the age of age 92.

Eisenstaedt did not get the 
names of the kissing strangers. 

He later described watching 
the sailor running along the 
street, and grabbing any girl 
in sight.

“I was running ahead of him 

with my Leica looking back 
over my shoulder but none of 
the pictures that were possi-
ble pleased me,” he wrote in 
“Eisenstaedt on Eisenstaedt.”

“Then suddenly, in a flash, 
I saw something white being 
grabbed. I turned around and 
clicked the moment the sailor 
kissed the nurse. If she had 
been dressed in a dark dress 
I would never have taken the 
picture.”

The picture was 
published by Life as 

“V-J Day in Times 
Square.” Mendonsa, 

who served in the 
Pacific during World 
War II, was on home 
leave when the pic-

ture was taken

George Mendonsa in 2009, 
holding a copy of Alfred 
Eisenstadt’s iconic World War II 
photo. (Courtesy of Washington 
Post)

China data leak exposes mass surveillance in Xinjiang
Beijing, China

A Chinese technology firm 
has compiled a range of per-

sonal information on 2.6 million 
people in Xinjiang -- from their 
ethnicity to locations -- accord-
ing to a data leak highlighting 
the wide extent of surveillance 
in the restive region.

Xinjiang is home to most of 
China’s Uighur ethnic minority 
lives and has been under heavy 

police surveillance in recent 
years after violent inter-ethnic 
tensions.

Nearly  one  mil l ion  Ui -
ghurs and other Turkic lan-
guage-speaking minorities in 
Xinjiang are reportedly held in 
re-education camps, according 
to a UN panel of experts.

The leak was discovered last 
week by security researcher 
Victor Gevers, who found that 
Chinese tech company SenseN-

ets had stored the records of 
individuals in an open database 
“fully accessible to anyone”.

The records included infor-
mation such as their Chinese 
ID number, birthday, address, 
ethnicity, and employer.

The exposed data also linked 
individuals to GPS coordinates 
-- labelled with descriptions 
such as “mosque” -- captured 
by tracking devices around the 
region.

Within a 24-hour period, 
more than six million locations 
were saved by SenseNets’ track-
ing devices, according to Gevers, 
who works at Dutch online se-
curity non-profit GDI Founda-
tion and posted his findings on  
Twitter.

“You can clearly see they 
have absolutely no clue about 
network security,” he told AFP, 
describing SenseNets’ IT skills 
as belonging “to the early 90s”.

Back Guaido or 
‘lose everything’

Trump tells Venezuela military
Miami, United States

US President  Donald 
Trump on Monday urged 
Venezuela’s military to 

accept opposition leader Juan 
Guaido’s amnesty offer, or stand 
to “lose everything,” as a cri-
sis deepened over President 
Nicolas Maduro’s refusal to let 
in desperately needed human-
itarian aid.

Bringing in humanitarian 
aid is crucial to the via-
bility of Guaido, who has 
denounced Maduro’s 
re-election last year as 
fraudulent and in January 
declared himself interim 
president, a move recog-
nized by some 50 countries.

He has given the Maduro 
government until Saturday 
to let shipments of mainly US 
aid into the country, which is 
in the grip of a humanitarian 
crisis due to shortages of food 
and medicine exacerbated 
by hyperinflation.

Addressing supporters 
and Venezuelan expatriates 

in Miami, Trump said he had a 
message for officials helping 
keep Maduro in place.

“The eyes of the entire world 
are upon you today, every day 
and every day in the future.

“You cannot hide from the 
choice that now confronts you. 
You can choose to accept pres-
ident Guaido’s generous offer 
of amnesty to live your life in 
peace with your families and 

your countrymen.
“Or you can 
c h o o s e  t h e 

second path: 
continuing 
to support 
M a d u r o. 
I f  y o u 

choose this path, you will find 
no safe harbor, no easy exit 
and no way out. You will lose 
everything.”

Guaido has set a target of 
signing up to a million volun-
teers to help bring in the aid, 
with 600,000 already regis-
tered.

“On February 23, we have the 
opportunity to save the lives 
of hundreds of thousands of 
Venezuelans,” he said.

Maduro countered with his 
own announcement of 300 
tonnes of aid from Russia, 
which he said would reach 
Venezuela by Wednesday -- 
three days ahead of a potential 
showdown brought about by 
his February 23 deadline.

Speaking at an official event 
broadcast on TV, Maduro 
said the shipment con-
tained “high-value med-
icine.”

Maduro has previously 
announced the arrival of 
aid from China, Cuba and 
Russia, his main interna-
tional allies.

‘Invasion’ of polar 
bears in Russian 
Arctic over
Moscow, Russia

An “invasion” of ag-
gressive polar bears in 

inhabited areas of Arctic 
Russia has come to an end, 
officials said yesterday, ten 
days after the animals came 
to the area looking for food.

Officials in the remote 
northeastern Novaya Zem-
lya archipelago declared 
a state of emergency last 
week after 52 bears were 
seen entering homes and 
public buildings. Local au-
thorities appealed for help 
from Moscow to tackle the 
“unprecedented” situation 
on the archipelago, where 
Russia has bases for military 
personnel.

“The mass invasion of 
polar bears into inhabited 
areas has ended,” Novaya 
Zemlya authorities said in 
a statement, adding that 
emergency measures had 
been lifted.

“The threat has been 
minimised,” the head of the 
local government, Zhigan-
sha Musin told TASS 
news agency.

Officials said 
24-hour patrols 
were preventing 
bears  from en-
tering the main 
settlement of Be-
lushya Guba in 
Novaya Zemlya, 
which has a 
p o p u l a t i o n 
of around 
3,000.

Polar 
b e a r s 
are af-
f e c t e d 
b y  g l o b a l 
w a r m i n g 
with melting 
A r c t i c  i c e 
forcing them 
t o  s p e n d 
more time on 
land where 
they compete 
for food. 
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El Paso, United States

Anyone who doubts that some seconds last 
a lot longer than others should try riding 

a bull at the Tuff Hedeman Bull Riding Tour in 
El Paso.

As in all great rodeo classics, the rider 
has to hang on with just one hand as the 
bull bucks and kicks.

Some 25 contestants tried their luck 
and skill Saturday night in El Paso: the 
challenge was to ride a bull for at least 
eight seconds without getting thrown 
and without touching it with their 
free hand.

The Tuff Hedeman Bull Riding 
Tour is named after a four time world 
bull riding champion, who today is 
retired.

The compe-
tition carries a 
$30,000 prize 
and cowboys 
come from far 
and wide to par-
ticipate.

For instance, Ben 
Jones, who injured 
his face during the 
event, is origi-
nally from 
Austral-
ia.

 Inseparable from the American West 
Juan Alonzo, a Texan, can also testify to the 

dangers of rodeo. He served in the US army for 
five years, and while on a tour of duty in Iraq, 

he trained on a wooden barrel.
The rider grips a leather handle at-

tached to a flat braided rope cinched 
around the bull. The bulls can weigh 
a ton.
Inseparable from the American West 

and the myth of the cowboy, but in 
reality owing much to Spanish 

and Mexican vaqueros, rodeo 
celebrates balance and re-

sistance to pain.

‘Killer’ cells raise hope 
of universal flu vaccine
Paris, France

Scientists said Monday they 
had discovered immune 

cells that can fight all known flu 
viruses in what was hailed as an 
“extraordinary breakthrough” 
that could lead to a universal, 
one-shot vaccine against the 
killer disease. 

Influenza epidemics, large-
ly seasonal, kill hundreds of 
thousands of people each year, 
according to the World Health 
Organization. 

Due to its mutating strains, 
vaccine formulas must be reg-
ularly updated and only offer 
limited protection currently. 

Researchers in Australia said 
that “killer T cells” -- found in 
over half the world’s population 
-- had shown in testing to be ef-
fective in fighting all common 
flu varieties. 

This means the cells could 
potentially be used to devel-
op an all-encompassing flu 
shot that did not need to be 
changed annually, and even 
be effective in people who 
don’t naturally possess them. 

“Influenza viruses continu-
ously mutate to evade recog-
nition by our immune system, 

and they are vastly diverse, 
making it nearly impossible to 
predict and vaccinate against 
the strain that will cause the 
next influenza pandemic,” 
said Marios Koutsakos, a re-
searcher at the University of 
Melbourne’s Doherty Institute. 

T cells are a type of white 
blood cell that roams 
t h e b o d y 
scan-

ning for abnormalities and 
infections. They are essential 
for human immunity against a 
host of invading bacteria and 
viruses. 

So-called “killer” T cells are 
unique in that they can directly 
target and kill other infected 
cells.

Koutsakos and his colleagues 
used mass spectrometry -- a 
scanning technique that helps 
separate molecules based on 
their mass -- to identify parts of 
the virus that are shared across 
all flu strains, and realised that 

killer T cells could effectively 
fight variations of influenza 
A, B and C.

Flu is especially dangerous 
for elderly people, children 
and those with compromised 

immune systems, as well as 
certain ethnic groups who 
never developed immune re-

sponses to the disease. 
The team behind the re-

search has patented their dis-
covery, and researchers said 
they hoped it would enable 
them to develop a universal 
influenza vaccine “to reduce 
the impact of pandemic and 
seasonal influenza around the 
world”.

This handout released by Paris Observatory - PSL shows an image taken with 
the Low-Frequency Array (LOFAR) radio telescope of diffuse emissions of 
material in a galaxy cluster

Universe just got bigger 
New Universe map unearths 300,000 more galaxies

Paris, France 

A new map of the night 
sky published yester-
day charts hundreds of 

thousands of previously un-
known galaxies discovered us-
ing a telescope that can detect 
light sources optical instru-
ments cannot see. 

The international team be-
hind the unprecedented space 
survey said their discovery lit-
erally shed new light on some of 
the Universe’s deepest secrets, 
including the physics of black 
holes and how clusters of gal-
axies evolve.

“This is a new window on 
the universe,” Cyril Tasse, an 
astronomer at the Paris Obser-
vatory who was involved in the 
project, said. 

“When we saw the first imag-
es we were like: ‘What is this?!’ 
It didn’t look anything at all like 
what we are used to seeing.”

More than 200 astronomers 
from 18 countries were involved 
in the study, which used radio 
astronomy to look at a segment 
of sky over the northern hemi-
sphere, and found 300,000 pre-
viously unseen light sources 
thought to be distant galaxies.

Radio astronomy allows sci-
entists to detect radiation pro-
duced when massive celestial 
objects interact. 

The team used the Low 
Frequency Array (LOFAR) tel-
escope in the Netherlands to 
pick up traces -- or “jets” -- of 
ancient radiation produced 
when galaxies merge. These 
jets, previously undetected, can 
extend over millions of light  
years.

“With radio observations we 
can detect radiation from the 
tenuous medium that exists 

between galaxies,” said Aman-
da Wilber, of the University of 
Hamburg.

“LOFAR allows us to detect 
many more of these sources and 
understand what is powering 
them.”

The discovery of the new 
light sources may also help 
scientists better understand 
the behaviour of one of space’s 
most enigmatic phenomena. 

Black holes -- which have a 
gravitational pull so strong that 
no matter can escape them -- 
emit radiation when they en-
gulf other high-mass objects 

such as stars and gas clouds. 
Tasse said the new obser-

vation technique would allow 
astronomers to compare black 
holes over time to see how they 
form and develop. 

“If you look at an active black 
hole, the jets (of radiation) dis-
appear after millions of years, 
and you won’t see them at a 
higher frequency (of light),” 
he said. 

“But at a lower frequency 
they continue to emit these 
jets for hundreds of millions of 
years, so we can see far older 
electrons.”

R i d i n g  a  b u l l  i n  T e x a s

Brady Portenier of 
Caldwell Indiana 
competes in the 

El Paso County 
Colosseum during 
the Tuff Hedeman 

Bull Riding Tour

A bull gets roped after bucking off its rider

Roscoe Jarboe of New 
Plymouth Idaho gets 
bucked off a bull during 
the Tuff Hedeman Bull 
Riding Tour


