
Senegal stun hosts Morocco to win 
AFCON title after final walk-off protest
AFP | Rabat

Senegal won the Africa Cup 
of Nations as Pape Gueye’s 

extra-time winner sunk hosts 
Morocco 1-0 after a chaotic final 
that saw the eventual champions 
storm off the pitch late in the 
game.

Brahim Diaz could have 
won the trophy for Morocco 
with a controversial spot-kick 
in the 24th minute of added 
time at the end of normal time 
as ugly scenes broke out in the  
stands.

But  Senegal  goalkeeper 
Edouard Mendy easily saved 
the weak attempted ‘Panenka’ 
chip by the Real Madrid winger, 
who was clearly distracted by 
the long delay that followed the 
penalty award.

The game at the Prince Mou-
lay Abdellah Stadium then went 
to extra time, and Gueye’s bril-
liant 94th-minute strike handed 
them the title.

“We had a feeling of injus-
tice. Just before the penalty we 
thought we should have had a 
goal and the referee didn’t go to 
VAR,” said match-winner Gueye, 
who added that Sadio Mane had 
urged the team to come back 
onto the pitch for the penalty.

“Sadio told us to come back 
on and we remobilised. Edouard 
then made the save, we stayed 
focused, got the goal and won 
the game.”

The controversial penalty was 
awarded by Congolese referee 
Jean-Jacques Ndala right at the 
end of the allotted eight added 
minutes in normal time follow-
ing a VAR check for a challenge 
on Diaz by El Hadji Malick Di-

ouf.
The Moroccan team vehe-

mently protested to the refer-
ee to check the images, but the 
decision to eventually give the 
spot-kick was met with fury by 
Senegal and their fans.

As most of their players 
walked off the pitch, some Sen-
egal supporters at the opposite 
end of the stadium threw chairs 
and other objects and attempted 

to get onto the field of play.
They were eventually con-

tained by a large barrier of police 
and stewards, and their anger 
turned to delight when the pen-
alty was saved.

The Senegal team had initially 
been riled by the referee’s deci-
sion to disallow for a foul a goal 
scored by Ismaila Sarr in the 
second added minute.

 Gueye the hero 

Diaz’s penalty miss clearly 
galvanised Senegal, however, 
and they scored in the fourth 
minute of extra time to stun the 
crowd of 66,526.

Sadio Mane won possession 
in midfield and found Idrissa 
Gana Gueye, who released his 
namesake Pape Gueye.

The Villarreal midfielder 
advanced towards the box be-
fore beating goalkeeper Yassine 
Bounou with a superb strike into 
the top corner, leaving the hosts 
distraught.

Riffa Stun Cup Holders 
to Reach Final

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Riffa booked their place in 
the Khalid Bin Hamad Cup 

final yesterday with a hard-
fought 2-0 extra-time victory 
over holders Al Khaldiya at 
Khalifa Sports City Stadium. 
Samuel Toscas opened the 
scoring in the 102nd minute, 
and Sayed Hashim Isa sealed 
the win in the 110th, ensuring 
Riffa’s dramatic progression 
to the final.

The match was tense from 
the outset, with both sides 
probing cautiously. Riffa cre-
ated the clearest chances in the 
first half, with Rodrigo denied 
from point-blank range in the 
33rd minute and Wellington’s 
curling strike just missing the 
far post before halftime. Al 
Khaldiya, under coach Lassaad 
Chaabi, struggled to impose 
themselves, a challenge com-
pounded when star midfielder 
Saifeddine Bouhra went off 
injured early on.

The game shifted decisive-
ly after the restart when Al 
Khaldiya’s Hazza Ali was sent 
off for a last-man foul on Wel-
lington, leaving the league 
leaders a player short. Riffa, led 
by coach Mohamed Mashaan, 
immediately stepped up their 
intensity, pressuring the Al 
Khaldiya defence and forcing 
errors. Extra time ultimate-
ly brought the breakthrough. 
Toscas found the net from a 
deflected short corner cross, 
heading the ball into the turf 
to open the scoring. Later, 
Isa, who recently joined Rif-
fa from Al Malkiya, proved 
his quality with a brilliant 
half-volley, controlling a long 
ball from his own half and fir-
ing it into the corner to seal  
the win.

Riffa will now await the win-
ner of today’s second semi-fi-
nal between Muharraq and 
Sitra, kicking off at 7pm at the 
same venue, with the Khalid 
Bin Hamad Cup final sched-
uled for Saturday.

Senegal’s forward #10 Sadio Mane holds the trophy
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We had a feeling of 
injustice. Just before 

the penalty we thought 
we should have had a 
goal and the referee 

didn’t go to VAR. Sadio 
told us to come back 

on and we remobilised. 
Edouard then made the 

save, we stayed focused, 
got the goal and won the 

game
PAPE GUEYE

CAF to take ‘appropriate action’ following chaotic AFCON final scenes
AFP | Rabat

African football’s governing 
body CAF said Monday “ap-

propriate action” would be tak-
en against “those found guilty” 
after chaotic scenes marred the 
final of the Africa Cup of Na-
tions.

CAF though did not attrib-
ute blame to either Senegal or 
Morocco.

In Sunday’s final, most of 

the Senegalese players walked 
off in protest when referee 
Jean Jacques Mdala awarded 
hosts Morocco a penalty deep 
into time added on of normal 
time with the match tied at  
0-0.

A group of their fans fought 
with Moroccan security per-
sonnel at the other end of the 
stadium in Rabat.

Once the players returned 
to the pitch, Senegal ‘keep-

er Edouard Mendy saved 
the spot kick and Senegal 
went on to win 1-0 in extra  
time.

“The Confederation Afri-
caine de Football (CAF) con-
demns the unacceptable be-
haviour from some players and 
officials during the CAF Africa 
Cup of Nations Morocco 2025 
Final between Morocco and 
Senegal in Rabat last night,” 
read their statement.

Muharraq Stung by Ittihad Comeback
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Muharraq gave a valiant dis-
play in Jeddah yesterday 

but fell 91-87 to Ittihad Club in 
the 2025-26 FIBA WASL Gulf 
League, ending their Group A 
campaign with a hard-fought 
third-place finish. The defeat 
also allowed Ittihad to exact 
revenge for their earlier loss to 
the Red Wolves in the Group 
Phase.

The Red Wolves, missing 
key players Timmy Bond and 
Kerwin Roach due to inju-
ries, started strongly and built 
a fourth-quarter lead of up 
to 14 points. Nick West was 
outstanding, tallying a game-
high 28 points alongside 15 re-
bounds, 7 assists, and 3 steals, 
while Mahmood Khalifa added 
16 points and 6 assists. Nadel 
Abdulrahim, Mohamed Juma, 
and Ali Rashed all contributed 
in double figures, keeping Mu-
harraq competitive throughout.

Ittihad, however, mounted a fu-
rious late rally led by Erick Neal, 
who recorded his first FIBA WASL 
triple-double with 31 points, 10 
rebounds, and 12 assists, along 
with 5 steals. Neal’s heroics be-
gan with a clutch rebound of 
his own missed three-pointer 
with 4:23 remaining, followed 
by a floater that broke an 85-all 
deadlock in the closing minute. 
Jarell Eddie added a layup to 

give Ittihad the edge, before Neal 
iced the game with two precise 
free throws with 12.5 seconds 
left. Neal scored 17 points in the 
fourth alone, completing a stun-
ning comeback for the defending 
Saudi champions.

C o a c h  Pe t e r  S c h o m e r s 
praised his team’s resilience 
despite the loss. “I’m happy 
with the way we played,” he 
said. “Of course, I’d be more 
happy with the win. But since 
this game didn’t affect our po-

sition, I can take pride in how 
the boys fought.”

With the Group Phase com-
plete, Muharraq secured the no. 
3 seed in Group A and will now 
prepare for the Qualification 
to Semi-Finals, which kicks off 
on February 2. The Red Wolves 
have shown that even when 
stretched, they remain a formi-
dable force in the Gulf League, 
and Bahraini fans will be eager 
to see them return stronger for 
the next stage.

ALREEF ALTAHAMI RESTAURANT AND CAFE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33456807 or nawaf6468413@gmail.com
Golden Diyar construction has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17530670 or HWBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
KAKA CAR ACCESSORIES  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36190034 or KAKACARACCESSORIES@
GMAIL.COM
ALSHARAFI GLASS MATERIALS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
GLASS CUTTING), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36888567 or INFO@
ALSHARFIGROUP.COM
BABA TAHER RESTAURANT & COFFEE SHOP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(AS-
SISTANT), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39331227 or ABDULRAHMAN6166@
GMAIL.COM
ZAM ZAM DECOR & UPHOLSTERY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33361364 or zamzamdecoruphol-
stery786@gmail.com
Bright Future Contracting has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33681568 or brightfuturecont@gmail.com
SHARIF GARMENT FACTORY B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17748999 or OTHMAN@SHARIFGROUP.COM
SWG SOUQ W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33345787 or CY-
BER415@GMAIL.COM
UM MARWAH LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33753573 or ALKARAR2012@HOTMAIL.COM
AL ANFAL TRADING AND FOOD STUFF W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17584235 or JAMAL.ALSAEEDI66@GMAIL.COM
LUCK ADVERTISING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17874720 or BINGLY@FOGPRINTING.COM
LUCK ADVERTISING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17874720 or BINGLY@FOGPRINTING.COM
AL ANWAR GAS has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(GAS COOKER FILLING 
& REPAIRING), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37788222 or ISA.ABDULLA84@
GMAIL.COM
ARD AL JOOD BAKERIES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER,PASTRY COOK & CON-
FECTIONER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66660097 or MUNA7137@GMAIL.COM
Al Mustafa Construction Co. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33967781 or INFO@MUSTAFA-CON-
STRUCTION.COM
SYED HASSAN AMAN SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33422370 or MOMINCH3303@GMAIL.
COM
TALAL MARKETS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34369200 or 
HHASHIMPP@GMAIL.COM
splash palace pool contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TILES FIXER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36111060 or 
ALHARAM62@GMAIL.COM
ALGHINA FOR HEALTHY BAKERIES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BAKER,PAS-
TRY COOK & CONFECTIONER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 66685959 or AL-
GHINA2023@GMAIL.COM
907 COLD STORE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39224640 or ALWAHADC-
CR@GMAIL.COM
BIRD PALACE RESTAURANT 2 has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33088847 or 
info@nexal.tech
REEM ALZAIN SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HENNA MAKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39248662 or 
TAIMREEM@YAHOO.COM
MODERN CITY FOR FABRICATED METAL W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35467837 or ehtishammuhammadriaz@
gmail.com
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Sayed Hashim Isa announces himself to Riffa fans with stunning 2nd goal

Muharraq’s Nicholas West in possession at Green Basketball Court


