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First English Parliament is summoned 
without royal command, in this in-
stance by Simon de Montfort, Earl of 
Leicester. It meets in Westminster Hall.

China cedes Hong 
Kong Island to 

Britain during the 
First Opium War

Republic of Turkey is 
declared from the rem-
nants of the Ottoman 
Empire

Franklin D. Roosevelt is sworn in for an 
unprecedented and never-to-be-repeated 

fourth term as US President
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Went to the airport 
to welcome my 

brother, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Pres-
ident of the UAE. His 
visit illustrates the im-
portance he attaches to a 
strong India-UAE friend-
ship. Looking forward to 
our discussions.

@narendramodi

I spoke to @SecGenNA-
TO, @EmmanuelMa-

cron, @Keir_Starmer, @
bundeskanzler and @
GiorgiaMeloni. Togeth-
er we stand firm in our 
commitment to uphold 
the sovereignty of Green-
land and the Kingdom of 
Denmark.

@vonderleyen

If the Russians seriously 
wanted to end the war, 

they’d focus on diploma-
cy—not on missile strikes, 
blackouts, and even at-
tempts to damage our nu-
clear power plants.

@ZelenskyyUa

Reforming the Secu-
rity Council is not 

just important – it is es-
sential. Those who try to 
cling to privileges today 
risk paying the price to-
morrow. We must all be 
bold enough to change.
The world is not waiting.
Neither should we.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Roger Allers, a film-maker 
and animation wizard who co-directed 
“The Lion King” and other huge Disney 
hits, has died at the age of 76, Disney 
said. Besides “The Lion King”, which 
came out in 1994, Allers worked 
on films such as “Tron,” “The Little 
Mermaid” and “Beauty and the Beast.” 
Allers died suddenly at his home in 
California on Saturday after a short illness, 
The Hollywood Reporter said. Disney CEO 
Robert Iger paid tribute to Allers in a post 
on Instagram on Sunday evening. “Roger 
Allers was a creative visionary whose many contributions to Disney will live on for 
generations to come,” Iger said. “He understood the power of great storytelling 
-- how unforgettable characters, emotion and music can come together to create 
something timeless,” Iger added.

u Iran’s national police chief said yesterday that people who were 
“deceived” into joining demonstrations the authorities have deemed “riots” 
would receive lighter punishment if they turned themselves in within three days. 

“Young people who became unwittingly involved in 
the riots are considered to be deceived individuals, not 
enemy soldiers”, and “will be treated with leniency by 
the Islamic republic system”, Ahmad-Reza Radan told 
state television, adding they had “a maximum of three 
days” to surrender. Demonstrations sparked in late 
December by anger over economic hardship exploded 

into protests widely seen as the biggest challenge to the Iranian leadership in 
years. The protests subsided after a violent crackdown rights groups said left 
thousands dead.

u People in northern Germany flocked to the Elbe river yesterday 
to marvel at giant Arctic-style ice floes that have clogged up a stretch of the 
waterway, creating a headache for shipping but delighting visitors. The ice formed 
upstream in recent weeks during a cold 
snap that saw temperatures plummet 
to minus 15 degrees Celsius. Icebreakers 
have since smashed through the ice, 
sending the floes downstream where they 
accumulated at a barrage at Geesthacht, 
near the river-port of Hamburg, said 
Tilman Treber from the federal navigation 
authority (WSV).Over the past few days, 
they have piled up and formed jagged 
piles up to 10 metres (more than 30 
feet) high -- creating ice formations on a 
scale unseen for about 10 years, Treber 
told AFP. The Elbe flows for more than 1,000 kilometres (about 680 miles) from 
mountains in the Czech Republic through Germany and enters the North Sea at 
Cuxhaven, downstream from Hamburg, Germany’s biggest port.

Iran police 
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Spectacular ice blocks 
clog up Germany’s Elbe 

river

Roger Allers, co-
director of “The Lion 

King”, dead at 76

India and the United Arab 
Emirates share one of India’s 
strongest economic partner-
ships in the Gulf region, with 
the UAE consistently ranking 

among India’s top three 
trading partners and serving 
as a key hub for Indian trade, 

investment and energy 
security.

KNOW WHAT

India, UAE set $200bn trade 
target, deepen defence ties

Sheikh Mohamed makes brief New Delhi visit

• Prime Minister Modi 
personally received the 
UAE leader at the airport

• According to the 
Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA), the 
UAE President’s visit 
to the national capital 
was scheduled to last 
less than two hours

• Modi gifted a 
royal wooden carved 
swing ( jhula) and a 
pashmina shawl

Agencies 

India and the United Arab 
Emirates have agreed to 
double bilateral trade to 

$200 billion within six years 
and deepen defence cooperation 
following talks between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
UAE President Sheikh Moham-
med bin Zayed Al Nahyan in 
New Delhi yesterday. 

Prime Minister Modi person-
ally received the UAE leader at 
the airport, describing him as his 
“brother” in a post on X.

“Went to the airport to wel-
come my brother, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, President of the UAE. 
His visit illustrates the impor-
tance he attaches to a strong 
India–UAE friendship. Looking 
forward to our discussions,” 
Modi wrote.

According to the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA), the UAE 
President’s visit to the national 

capital was scheduled to last less 
than two hours. 

This was the third official trip 
of Al Nahyan to India after be-
coming President of the UAE and 
the fifth time he has visited the 
country in the past decade. 

The visit saw the finalisation 
of a 10-year agreement under 
which Abu Dhabi state oil firm 
ADNOC will supply 0.5 million 
metric tonnes of liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) annually to Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corporation 
Limited, according to India’s 

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri.
Earlier, following his arrival, 

Al Nahyan went to 7, Lok Kalyan 
Marg (LKM), the official resi-
dence of PM Modi, where the 
two leaders held widespread 
discussions.

On the occasion, Modi gifted 
a royal wooden carved swing 
( jhula) and a pashmina shawl 
to United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
President Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan. 

In a release, the government 
said that the swing was from 

Gujarat and it was hand-carved 
with detailed floral and tradi-
tional designs. The swing, which 
represents togetherness, conver-
sation and bonding across gen-
erations in the Gujarati culture, 
resonates with UAE declaring 
2026 as 'Year of Family', the re-
lease said. 

The prime minister also gifted 
a pashmina shawl from Kash-
mir to Nahyan. The shawl is 
handmade using very fine wool, 
which made it soft and warm, 
the government said, adding that 
it was placed in a decorative sil-
ver box that was made in Telan-
gana. This represented India's 
rich heritage of handloom and 
handicraft. 

"Pashmina Shawl in  an ornate 
silver box was also gifted to H.H. 
Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak Al 
Ketbi. She was also gifted Kash-
miri Saffron in an ornate silver 
box. Grown in the Kashmir Val-
ley, saffron is revered for its deep 
crimson strands and intense aro-
ma," the government said.

Today I was pleased to meet with Indian Prime 
Minister @narendramodi in New Delhi to 

discuss opportunities to further strengthen the 
deep-rooted and historical ties of cooperation 
between our countries. Committed to fostering 
sustainable development and economic growth, 

the UAE and India will continue working 
together to drive progress in future-focused 

sectors while achieving mutual benefit for our 
nations and peoples

@MOHAMEDBINZAYED

Trump to charge $1bn for permanent 
‘peace board’ membership

Member countries would be allowed to join for three years -- or longer if they paid

• The board was 
originally conceived 
to oversee the 
rebuilding of Gaza

• Membership would 
be “limited to States 
invited to participate 
by the Chairman”

• Trump would 
have the power to 
remove member states 
from the board

AFP | Washington, United States

US  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump’s government has 
asked countries to pay 

$1.0 billion for a permanent spot 
on his “Board of Peace” aimed at 
resolving conflicts, according to 
its charter. 

The White House has asked 
various world leaders to sit on 
the board, chaired by Trump 
himself, including Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, Hungar-
ian premier Viktor Orban and 
Canadian Prime Minister Mark 
Carney.

Member countries -- repre-
sented on the board by their 

head of state -- would be al-
lowed to join for three years -- 
or longer if they paid more than 
$1.0 billion within the first year, 
the charter says.

“Each Member State shall 
serve a term of no more than 
three years from this Charter’s 
entry into force, subject to re-
newal by the Chairman,” the 
board’s draft charter says.

“The three-year membership 

term shall not apply to Mem-
ber States that contribute more 
than USD $1,000,000,000 in 
cash funds to the Board of Peace 
within the first year of the Char-
ter’s entry into force.”

The board was originally con-
ceived to oversee the rebuilding 
of Gaza, but its charter does not 
appear to limit its role to the 
occupied Palestinian territory.

The White House said there 

would be a main board, a Pales-
tinian committee of technocrats 
meant to govern devastated 
Gaza, and a second “executive 
board” that appears designed to 
have a more advisory role.

“The Board of Peace is an in-
ternational organization that 
seeks to promote stability, re-
store dependable and lawful 
governance, and secure en-
during peace in areas affected 

or threatened by conflict,” the 
charter says.

‘Failed institutions’
It appears to take a swipe at 

international institutions such 
as the United Nations, saying 
that the board should have “the 
courage to depart from ap-
proaches and institutions that 
have too often failed.”

Trump has regularly criti-
cized the United Nations and 
announced this month that his 
country will withdraw from 66 
global organizations and treaties 
-- roughly half affiliated with 
the UN.

Membership of the board 
would be “limited to States in-
vited to participate by the Chair-
man,” according to the draft 
charter.

Trump would have the power 
to remove member states from 
the board, subject to a veto by 
two-third of members, and 
choose his replacement should 
he leave his role as chairman.

The “Board of Peace” began 
to take shape on Saturday when 
the leaders of Egypt, Turkey, Ar-
gentina and Canada were asked 
to join.

Trump also named as mem-
bers Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio, former British prime 
minister Tony Blair, senior ne-
gotiator Steve Witkoff and his 
son-in-law Jared Kushner.

French TV broadcasts 
Louvre robbery images

AFP | Paris, France

Footage of the spectacular 
robbery at the Louvre Mu-

seum has been broadcast for 
the first time on French televi-
sion, showing the brazen jewel 
thieves breaking into display 
cases.

The images, filmed by sur-
veillance cameras, were shown 
by the TF1 and public France 
Televisions channels on Sun-
day evening, three months af-
ter the hugely embarrassing 
break-in in October.

They show the two burglars, 
one wearing a black balacla-
va and a yellow high-visibility 
jacket, the other dressed in 
black with a motorcycle hel-
met, as they force their way 
into the Apollo Gallery.

After breaking in through 
a reinforced window with 
high-powered disk cutters, 
they begin slicing into display 

cases under the eyes of sever-
al staff members who do not 
intervene.

Managers at the Louvre 
have stressed that staff are 
not trained to confront thieves 
and are asked to prioritise the 
evacuation of visitors.

During the roughly four 
minutes that the two men were 
inside the gallery, one staff 
member can be seen holding a 
bollard used to orient visitors 
through the gallery, according 
to France Televisions.

The images, as well as mul-
tiple DNA samples found at the 
scene, form a key part of the 
ongoing criminal investigation 
into the robbery.

Details of the footage have 
been reported in French news-
papers, including Le Parisien.

Metal bars have been in-
stalled over the windows of 
the Apollo Gallery since the 
break-in.

Spain promises answers as high-speed train crash kills 39
AFP | Adamuz, Spain

The Spanish government 
vowed yesterday to con-

duct a full investigation into the 
causes of a high-speed train col-
lision that killed at least 39 peo-
ple, with officials warning the 
death toll could rise as rescuers 
worked among the wreckage.

The crash late on Sunday is 
Spain’s deadliest train accident 
since 2013, when  80 people 
died after a train veered off a 
curved section of track outside 
the northwestern city of Santi-
ago de Compostela.

The latest happened when a 
train operated by rail company 
Iryo travelling from Malaga to 
Madrid derailed near Adamuz 
in Andalucia.

It crossed onto the other track, 
where it crashed into an oncom-
ing train, which also derailed.

“This is a day of sorrow for all 
of Spain, for our entire country,” 
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez 
told reporters during a visit to 
Adamuz as he declared three 
days of mourning.

“We will uncover the an-
swer, and once the cause of this 
tragedy is determined, we will 
present it with absolute trans-
parency.”

The interior ministry said 39 
people died.

Over 120 people were injured, 
with 43 still in hospital, region-
al emergency services said. Of 
those, 12 were in intensive care.

Heavy machinery was being 

deployed to lift the most severe-
ly damaged train carriages, the 
head of the regional govern-
ment of Andalucia, Juan Manuel 
Moreno, told reporters.

“Unfortunately, it is quite pos-
sible that additional victims will 
be found beneath the twisted 
wreckage. The goal is to identify 
the victims as quickly as possi-
ble,” he added.

‘Extremely strange’
Unlike the 2013 accident, 

the derailment occurred on a 

straight section of track, and the 
trains were travelling within the 
speed limit, officials said.

Transport Minister Oscar 
Puente said the first train to de-
rail was “practically new” and 
the section of the track where 
the disaster happened had been 
recently renovated, making the 
accident “extremely strange”.

Train operator Iryo said the 
locomotive was built in 2022 
and last inspected just three 
days before the accident. It said 
it “veered onto the adjacent 

track for still unknown reasons”.
The company said around 300 

people were on board its service 
from the Andalusian city of Mal-
aga to the capital, Madrid.

Renfe, the operator of the sec-
ond train travelling to the south-
ern city of Huelva, said it was 
carrying 184 passengers.

Human error has “been prac-
tically ruled out”, Renfe presi-
dent Alvaro Fernandez Heredia 
told Spanish public radio RNE.

“It must be related to Iryo’s 
rolling stock or an infrastructure 

issue,” he added.

‘Catastrophe’
The stretch of track where 

the accident happened had a 
speed limit of 250 kilometres 
per hour (155 miles per hour), 
Heredia said.

One train was travelling at 205 
kilometres per hour, and the 
other 210 kilometres per hour, 
he added.

Spain has Europe’s largest 
high-speed rail network, with 
more than 3,000 kilometres of 
dedicated tracks connecting 
major cities including Madrid, 
Barcelona, Seville, Valencia and 
Malaga.

Survivor Lucas Meriako, who 
was travelling on the first train 
that derailed, told La Sexta tele-
vision that it looked “like a hor-
ror movie”.

“We felt a very strong hit from 
behind and the feeling that the 
whole train was about to col-
lapse, break... there were many 
injured due to the glass,” he said.

Residents of Adamuz, which 
is filled with white build-
ings and streets lined with 
orange trees, were grappling 
with the aftermath of the  
disaster.

“This is a catastrophe for us,” 
Jose Perez Rojas, an 80-year-old 
pensioner, told AFP, calling it 
“really shocking”.

Manuel Munoz, 60, an olive 
oil factory worker, said locals 
rushed to the centre of the town 
as word of the accident spread.

Emergency personnel working after a train accident in Adamuz, southern Spain

Military personnel from the German armed Forces Bundeswehr board Icelandair flight leaving Nuuk airport for Reykjavik


