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NBB and INJAZ Bahrain launch 
Third Edition of Entaliq

To Empower Young Entrepreneurs

Manama

The National Bank of Bah‑
rain (NBB), in collabora‑
tion with INJAZ Bahrain, 

has launched the third season 
of Entaliq, a strategic initiative 
designed to accelerate the de‑
velopment of Bahrain’s next 
generation of entrepreneurs. 
This year’s edition builds on the 
success of previous seasons by 
offering structured mentorship, 
practical guidance, seed fund‑
ing, and incubation support to 
young innovators with scalable 

business ideas.
Entaliq with INJAZ powered 

by NBB equips participants with 
professional coaching over 20 

hours of hands‑on learning, 
connecting them with industry 
experts and mentors to refine 
and operationalise their ven‑

tures. The programme stems 
from a strong partnership be‑
tween NBB and INJAZ Bahrain, 
representing both organisa‑

tions’ commitment to foster‑
ing youth‑led innovation and 
long‑term contribution to the 
Kingdom’s economy.

Competitive selection
The launch event brought 

together NBB representatives, 
INJAZ Bahrain leadership, ed‑
ucational partners, and pro‑
gramme attendees. With a 
competitive selection process 
in place, only the most com‑
mitted teams will progress into 
the mentorship and incubation 
phases, ensuring high‑impact 

outcomes for both partici‑
pants and the broader business  
community.

Building on its ongoing ef‑
forts towards youth empower‑
ment, NBB remains dedicated 
to supporting initiatives that 
nurture entrepreneurial skills 
and drive sustainable eco‑
nomic growth within Bahrain. 
Entaliq with INJAZ stands as 
a testament to what can be 
achieved through partner‑
ship, preparation, and unwa‑
vering support for emerging  
leaders.

IMF lifts 2026 global growth forecast but flags AI, trade risks

• World economic 
growth is projected 
to hold steady at 
3.3% this year

• US growth 
is estimated at 
2.4%this year

AFP | Washington, United States

The IMF upgraded its 2026 
global growth forecast Mon‑

day, citing a boost from tech in‑
vestments but warning that a 
reevaluation of AI productivity 
gains or renewed trade tensions 
could bring disruptions.

World economic growth is 
projected to hold steady at 3.3% 
this year, the International Mon‑
etary Fund said, raising its fore‑
cast by 0.2 percentage points 
from October. This would be the 
same pace of growth as in 2025.

But the Washington‑based 
lender cautioned in its World 
Economic Outlook update that 
“the resilience exhibited so far is 
driven largely by a few sectors,” 
signaling vulnerability.

While the global economy ap‑
pears to be “shaking off the trade 
and tariff disruptions of 2025,” 
this does not mean they had no 
impact, said IMF chief econo‑
mist Pierre‑Olivier Gourinchas.

Instead, the challenges were 

offset by “tailwinds from the AI 
and tech investment boom,” he 
told reporters.

This was especially true in 
North America and Asia, the 
IMF said.

The private sector also 
showed adaptability in dealing 
with trade shocks, while fiscal 
and monetary support provided 
boosts.

Looming tariffs
After he returned to the White 

House last January, US Presi‑
dent Donald Trump unleashed 
sweeping tariffs that hit allies 

and competitors alike, roiling 
financial markets and supply 
chains while causing trade ten‑
sions to rocket.

But temperatures cooled over 
the year as the Trump adminis‑
tration struck tariff deals with 
several partners and crucial‑
ly reached a temporary truce 
with the world’s second‑biggest 
economy, China.

For now, global inflation is ex‑
pected to drop from an estimat‑
ed 4.1% in 2025 to 3.8% in 2026.

Trump’s latest tariff threats 
against eight European coun‑
tries in a standoff over the Dan‑

ish territory of Greenland have 
thrown a spanner in the works.

Divergence
The pickup in tech investment 

and expenditure was estimated 
to add around 0.3 percentage 
points to average annualized 
US GDP growth in the first three 
quarters of 2025.

This offset a drag from the 
lengthy government shutdown 
late in the year.

Gourinchas noted the di‑
vergence between the Unit‑
ed States ‑‑ which is seeing 
a jump in AI tech invest‑
ment ‑‑ and other advanced  
economies.

The IMF estimates US growth 
at 2.4% this year, 0.3 percentage 
points higher than predicted in 

October.
In contrast, it expects euro 

area growth of 1.3%, and a slow‑
er pace in Japan.

Growth in China and India 
is also “relatively strong” com‑
pared with other emerging mar‑
kets, Gourinchas said.

Most of the upward revision in 
global growth this time was ac‑
counted for by the United States 
and China, the IMF said.

Looking ahead, Gourinchas 
stressed the need for central 
bank independence, so that 
they can pursue their mandate 
of price stability and financial 
stability.

He did not comment on an 
ongoing US Justice Department 
probe into Federal Reserve 
Chair Jerome Powell.

BAS renews 
IATA Safety 
Audit for 
Ground 
Operations 
Certification
Manama

Bahrain Airport Servic‑
es (BAS), the leading 

aviation service provider 
in Bahrain, has recently re‑
newed major international 
accreditations, including 
the IATA Safety Audit for 
Ground Operations (ISAGO) 
certification. This renewal 
reaffirms BAS’s status as a 
certified provider of ground 
handling services aligned 
with the highest interna‑
tional standards.

The ISAGO certification 
covers critical areas of air‑
port ground operations, 
including organizational 
management, staff training, 
cargo and mail handling, 
baggage processing, apron 
and passenger services, and 
load control. 

On the occasion, Mr. Na‑
beel Kanoo, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of 
BAS, said: “This achieve‑
ment will contribute to 
raising the level of service 
we provide to our airline 
partners and reinforces the 
company’s leadership at 
both the regional and in‑
ternational levels.”


