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BARI WEISS

Yael Stone is scared.
We are in New York City, 

at a ramen place near her 
apartment in Astoria, Queens, and 
Stone, who stars in “Orange Is the 
New Black,” has barely touched 
her soup. She tells me she hasn’t 
been sleeping for the better part 
of a year.

It’s not just her six-month-old 
baby who’s keeping her up, but 
her decision to come forward for 
the first time and speak to me 
about her experiences with Geof-
frey Rush, one of the most power-
ful actors in her native Australia.

Most women who go public 
with #MeToo stories are fear-
ful for obvious reasons. There 
is the pain of reliving traumatic 
experiences. There is the rage 
of not being believed. And there 
is sometimes the discomfort of 
admitting, as Stone readily does, 
that she didn’t say “no” and at 
times even encouraged some of 
his behaviour. She did so, she says, 
out of fear of offending a mentor 
and friend.

But Stone isn’t just afraid of the 
emotional consequences of talk-
ing about her allegations against 
Rush, her onetime hero, including 
that he danced naked in front of 
her in their dressing room, used 
a mirror to watch her while she 
showered and sent her occasion-
ally erotic text messages while 
she was 25 years old and starring 

opposite Rush, then 59, on stage 
in “The Diary of a Madman” in 
2010 and 2011.

She is worried that Australia’s 
defamation laws will drag her 
into a legal and financial quag-
mire.

In the United States, the le-
gal burden is on the person who 
claims to have been defamed: He 
or she must prove that the allega-
tions are false. In Australia, in the 
area of libel law, it’s the opposite. 
The burden is on the publisher to 
prove that the allegations against 
the plaintiff are true. In addition, 
public figures who sue for libel in 
the United States must prove that 
the publisher acted with reckless 
disregard of the truth, even if the 
statements prove false.

Rush said in a statement that 
Stone’s allegations “are incorrect 
and in some instances have been 
taken completely out of context.” 
But, he added, “clearly Yael has 
been upset on occasion by the 
spirited enthusiasm I generally 
bring to my work. I sincerely and 
deeply regret if I have caused her 
any distress. This, most certainly, 
has never been my intention.”

“I know I have truth on my 
side,” Stone told me during a 
phone call last week. And yet, 
“you can see in all of my commu-
nications with you that there’s an 
element of terror.”

The same power dynamics 
present in #MeToo stories, she 
said, “are reflected in a legal sys-
tem that favours the person with a 
good deal more money and a good 
deal more influence and power.”

Australia’s defamation laws 
help explain why the #MeToo 
movement, while managing to 

take down some of the most pow-
erful men in the entertainment 
and media industry in the United 
States, has not taken off there.

“Australia is the only Western 
democracy without an explic-
it constitutional protection for 
freedom of speech,” Matt Col-
lins, a defamation lawyer and the 
president of the Victorian Bar, 
told me. “People say that Sydney 
is the libel capital of the world,” 
he added.

The upshot: Not only is it easier 
for a plaintiff to win a defamation 
suit in Australia, but people are 
far less likely to blow the whistle 
on misconduct, knowing what 
the legal (and therefore financial) 
consequences might be. Indeed, 
if a law firm had not volunteered 
to represent Stone pro bono, she 
said, there is no way she would 
have been able to come forward.

But that financial support goes 
only so far. Crucially, if the actress 
is sued and loses, she will be per-
sonally responsible for the dam-
ages. That Stone is willing to take 
such a risk indicates how strongly 
she feels about the matter.

“I think the fact that she’s 
speaking about this now is in-
credibly courageous,” said Brenna 
Hobson, who was the general 
manager of the company that pro-
duced “Diary of a Madman” and 
has known Rush for more than 
two decades.

“The use of defamation cases 
against women with sexual har-
assment complaints is having a 
huge chilling effect,” said Kate 
Jenkins, the Australian govern-
ment’s sex discrimination com-
missioner. “Women I speak to all 
over the country are absolutely 

adamant that they cannot com-
plain because it risks absolutely 
everything for them.”

An Australian f i lmmaker 
named Sophie Mathisen put it 
more bluntly: “The question in 
our current context is not, Do you 
want to come forward and speak 
on behalf of other women? The 
question is, Do you want to come 
forward and set yourself on fire 
publicly?”

Woman on fire 
For the past year in Australia, 

the particular woman on fire has 
been an actress named Eryn Jean 
Norvill — someone who never 
wanted to come forward at all.

In late 2017, two front-page 
articles in The Daily Telegraph 
reported on Rush’s “inappropri-
ate behaviour” during a 2015-16 
production of “King Lear” by the 
Sydney Theatre Company. The 
paper, which memorably dubbed 
Rush “King Leer,” didn’t name 
the young actress who claimed 
he had harassed her.

Rush adamantly denied the al-
legation and accused the paper 
of making “false, pejorative and 
demeaning claims.” He sued the 
publisher, Rupert Murdoch’s Na-
tionwide News, and the articles 
were removed from the paper’s 
website.

When Nationwide News sub-
mitted its defense, it identified 
the actress as Norvill, who played 
Cordelia opposite Rush, and her 
name became a matter of public 
record. And so for the past several 
months, Norvill has been in the 
headlines as a leading witness in 
the case, despite the fact that she 

had complained to the theater 
company about Rush’s behavior 
informally and confidentially.

“What mattered to The Daily 
Telegraph here was their front 
page. She didn’t matter,” David 
Marr, a journalist for The Guard-
ian, told me.

Still, we have learned much 
from Norvill’s testimony. She said 
that she felt variously “trapped,” 
“frightened,”“shocked” and 
“confused” during the play’s run. 
She claimed Rush “deliberate-
ly” touched her breast onstage, 

sent her suggestive text messages, 
called her “yummy” and more. “I 
was at the bottom of the rung in 
terms of hierarchy and Geoffrey 
was definitely at the top,” she 
told the court. “I wanted to be 
a part of his world and we were 
also playing father and daughter. 
I felt as though if I was to speak or 
reprimand his behaviour, I would 
jeopardise the relationship, that 
tenderness, the closeness that is 
needed in those two roles.”

“I had the least power,” she said. 
“What was I supposed to do?”

LIVE LIFE TO THE FULLEST, 
AND FOCUS ON THE POSITIVE.
MATT CAMERON
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The cost of telling a #MeToo story in Australia
Why Yael Stone is terrified to talk about Geoffrey Rush 

DR YOSSEF BEN-MEIR

Mo ro c c a n  yo u t h  t o -
day--whether urban- or 
rural-based--face enor-

mous obstacles towards achieving 
their own self-development, and 
creating change that they seek 
for their families, communities, 
country, and even world.  They 
are confronted with the statis-
tical reality that the more edu-
cation they complete, the more 
likely they will be unemployed.  
So often they are directed toward 
mainstay disciplines, not out of 
the pull they feel toward them, 
but out of the fact that there are 
too few alternatives, especially in 
public sector university settings. 
On the one hand, they have the 
important freedom to create the 
associations, be part of the coop-
eratives, and form the businesses 
that they aspire to build.  On the 

other hand, however, their faith 
in their own social system, soci-
ety’s sense of fair play, and real 
freedom to complete what they 
set out to, is more often than not 
heavily diminished.  

Youth unemployment is more 
severe in rural places than in the 
cities. The cash economies that 
are now the established condi-
tion forces them to perform as 
day-labourers, and that is pro-
vided they are fortunate enough 
to have those chances. Urban mi-
gration is the only alternative for 
so many, even when their real 
dream is to remain in their com-
munities and build there, where 
their heart is. The inadequate 
and unacceptable levels of rural 
education compel young families 
to move to cities. Considering the 
strong will among youth to alter 
their reality, there are successes, 
but, way too few, and those that 
are fortunate enough to secure 
funding for new projects appear 
to be the exception. 

With all this said, there is 
brightness, and the light of 
change is also rooted in the Mo-

roccan condition. People’s partic-
ipation in their own development 
is the law of the land and per-
vades the social structure by way 
of policies, programs, and legal 
obligation. Part of these national 
frameworks for human develop-
ment further identifies youth as 
primary and potentially a most ef-
fective vehicle toward catalysing 
and facilitating the local partici-
patory development movements 
sought by the nation. This is to say 
that youth’s direct engagement in 
bringing communities together to 
plan and manage the projects to 
enhance and fulfil their lives is a 
key causeway to Morocco’s best 
future.  Said simply: Moroccan 
sustainable development and how 
and whether it becomes real for 
all people will be determined by 
the role played by the youth of 
the nation.  

But how do we move forward 
and how does this embody true 
entrepreneurship? Whenever we 
are acquiring and forging new 
skills, we learn best simply by do-
ing it. We co-ordinate inclusive, 
local, dialogue by assisting that 

dialogue. We help others define 
the projects of their heart and 
future by doing just that: asking 
the questions, asking others to 
respond, aggregating with that 
more responses, helping others 
talk it through, until a sense of 
consensus and direction become 
defined. 

We write and submit success-
ful project proposals by writing, 
submitting, and following-up. 
We learn how to create budgets 
by creating them. We build ca-
pacities around evaluating past 
actions in order to build future 
courses, by engaging in it. We 
learn from experience, and so 

Youth entrepreneurship by facilitating people’s development

The 
inadequate 

and 
unacceptable 
levels of rural 

education 
compel young 

families to 
move to cities
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Pakistan has helped in 
the dialogue between 

Taliban and the US in Abu 
Dhabi. Let us pray that 
this leads to peace and 
ends almost three decades 
of suffering of the brave 
Afghan people. Pakistan 
will be doing everything 
within its power to fur-
ther the peace process.

@ImranKhanPTI

Last week, President 
Trump said he would 

be “proud” to shut the 
government down over 
his wasteful border wall 
and would take the blame 
for it—but I’m hoping that 
Republicans decide to 
work with us to fund our 
government and avoid a 
completely unnecessary 
#TrumpShutdown.

@PattyMurray

It’s understandable that 
opposition parties dis-

rupt Govt Bills & Business’ 
in Parliament to spoil the 
good works of the Govt. 
But I fail to understand 
why the question hour is 
being disrupted? Question 
hour is MP’s privilege to 
question the Ministers. 
It’s very interesting too!

@KirenRijiju

Good luck today in 
court to General Mi-

chael Flynn. Will be inter-
esting to see what he has 
to say, despite tremendous 
pressure being put on 
him, about Russian Collu-
sion in our great and, ob-
viously, highly successful 
political campaign. There 
was no Collusion!

@realDonaldTrump

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

Losing friends 
Last month, nearly a year since 

Rush filed suit against Nation-
wide News, the court finished 
hearing arguments in the defa-
mation case. The judge is sup-
posed to deliver his decision in 
the new year.

Back when the case began, 
Stone said she “swore I would 
never come forward. My inten-
tion was to keep it private.”

Instead of going public, Stone 
wrote the actor an email on De-
cember 11, 2017. Subject line: 
“Challenging times.”

The email is self-aware and 
generous. “I’m sure that this mo-
ment is extremely challenging 
and my thoughts these last few 
weeks have come to you many 
times. I hope you are OK. I worry 
about you, about Jane and the 
kids,” it begins, and then goes 
on to tell him that she was made 
uncomfortable by him during 
the play.

“In the name of years of friend-
ship I wanted to share with you 
what I have always been afraid 
to say,” she wrote. “I hope it’s 
possible for you to receive this in 
the spirit that it is meant. With a 
view towards healing.”

She never heard 
back

Now, she said, “I feel a respon-
sibility to speak, but I know it will 
cost me friendships.” She hates 
the idea of hurting a mentor, 
someone who even helped her 
get a visa to work in the United 
States by writing a letter on her 

behalf.
“If Geoffrey had written back 

and said I’m sorry and offered 
to work with me to inspire pos-
itive change in our industry, it 
may have transformed both of 
our lives for the better,” she said. 
“I despair that I am now in this 
situation.” And yet, Stone adds, 
“I do believe it’s a matter of sig-
nificance to the public.”

“I also understand it might be 
confusing and look strange that 
I maintained a friendship with 
someone for so long who treated 
me in a way that made me feel 
uncomfortable. But there is the 
reality of professional influence 
and the reality of a complicated 
friendship, which ultimately was 
corroded by a sexual dynamic. 
But it was still a friendship.”

Stone remains sympathetic 
to Rush, in a way. “The current 
system is built around the very 
famous and talented such that 
there is a lot of yes. There is not a 
lot of no. And that can encourage 

certain behaviours and that can 
happen incrementally over time 
to the point where a person may 
have not heard the word no in a 
long time. And it might not be 
their fault,” she said. “We need 
compassion for that confusion.”

Again and again,  she re-
turned in our conversations to 
the themes of compassion and 
change.

“The possibility of redemption 
must always be on the table,” she 
said. “Not all #MeToo stories are 
the same. Each dynamic is differ-
ent. For some, a criminal process 
is essential. In my case, I’m not 
interested in punishment. I am 
looking to change my industry 
and to work towards healing and 
growth.”

That healing, however, is only 
possible when the truth is rec-
ognised — when inappropriate 
behaviour is not waved away 
because the rehearsal room is 
somehow unique as a “place of 
play and experiment,” as the di-
rector, Armfield, said on Aus-
tralia’s “Q and A” television pro-
gramme in October.

Some things are 
straightforward

“I’ve been in that particular 
dressing room in Sydney on many 
occasions with many wonderful-
ly talented actors and many won-
derfully talented clowns,” Stone 
told me. “And people have made 
me belly laugh till I couldn’t 
breathe.”

(Bari Weiss is a staff editor and writer 
for the New York Times’ Opinion 

section.)

1920
King Constantine I is restored 
as King of the Hellenes after the 
death of his son Alexander of 
Greece and a plebiscite.

1924
The last Rolls-Royce Silver 
Ghost is sold in London, Eng-
land.

1924
German serial killer Fritz 
Haarmann is sentenced to death 
for a series of murders.

1927
Three Indian revolutionaries, Ram Prasad 
Bismil, Roshan Singh and Ashfaqulla 
Khan, are executed by the British Raj for 
participation in the Kakori conspiracy.

TODAY 
DAY IN 

HISTORY

Wide Angle

Songs of the season: 
Memories of music 

“Last Christmas, I gave you my heart. But the 
very next day, you gave it away…”

Listening to this song, playing softly in a 
shopping mall, I thought once again about how inappro-
priate it is, for this season.

Except for the word ‘Christmas’ there is really nothing 
about Christmas, in this song by ‘Wham’.

But the song is often found tucked into Christmas com-
pilations of music albums and found blaring at Christmas 
parties. And I somehow get annoyed at its association 
with the season.

Not even the word ‘Christmas’ figures in the song ‘Jingle 
Bells’. In fact, there is really nothing about Christmas, in 
this one too.

But the song is found virtually everywhere - from kin-
dergarten classrooms to television commercials.  

And yet, somehow, I do not get annoyed at this song’s 
association with the season.

Why Not?
I don’t know. It’s irrational. Maybe I’ll never know the 

reason for these inconsistent feelings.
Perhaps, it’s got something to do with the way we are all 

wired. And how we associate our feelings from the past, 
with the events we are experiencing now.

“The 12 Psychology Studies of Christmas” is a set of 
articles of serious scientific research into this season, 
compiled by one Dr Jeremy Dean. 

As a psychologist and the author of PsyBlog and Health-
iestBlog.com he’s put together some interesting obser-
vations. The articles he’s chosen ranged from surveying 
people on their ‘generous giving to the less privileged’ in 

this season, to ‘choosing the right gift 
for loved ones’; and from ‘Christmas 
decorations that reveal one’s personali-
ty’ to ‘problems respondents face when 
Christmas-gift choices go wrong’.

The sound of Christmas carols forms 
a key element of festive spirit, and can 
enhance shopping experience, accord-
ing to a 2007 article by Peter Clarke, 
“A Measure for Christmas Spirit”, 
published in the Journal of Consumer 
Marketing, (An Emerald publication, 
Vol. 24 Issue: 1, pp.8 – 17).

People seem to get happier during 
this time of the year. It is the music 
that does the magic. Evoking in all of 
us a strange sense of happiness often 
based on our past pleasant experiences.  

At Christmas time, during my school 
days, among others, I used to specifically enjoy the music 
of Jim Reeves, Carpenters and Boney M.

Folks older than me might remember music by Perry 
Como, Charlie Pride, Connie Francis, Nat King Cole or 
Neil Diamond. 

Perhaps, Bing Crosby’s “White Christmas’ or Ella 
Fitzgerald’s “Have yourself a Merry Little Christmas” Or 
Brenda Lee’s “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree” would 
be on top of their minds.

But my teenage daughters today love Christmas songs 
by Pentatonix, Mariah Carey, Kelly Clarkson and Cold 
Play.

When I pick up, and drop, my daughters, just when I am 
enjoying my memories of ‘The Twelve Songs of Christmas’ 
of Jim Reeves, they get into the car, connect their mobile 
phones and change it to their music; of Pentatonix, or of 
some similar ones.

I must grudgingly accept that they are making their own 
memories of music.

Thanks to Internet and Satellite television, the season’s 
spirit has become all-pervasive, as we see people from all 
over the world, and from all religions, enjoying this music.

“Joy to the World”, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”, “O 
Come all Ye faithful” and “Silent Night” are hymns sung 
in church. But, most people, irrespective of their religion, 
are well-aware of these carols. They effuse solemnity.

However, a host of current Christmas music in the 
pop-genre can never be sung in a church. It would be 
blasphemous.

But then, different strokes for different folks. And dif-
ferent music for different places.

We have to just agree with Andy Williams’ song as he 
calls this “The Most Wonderful Time of the Year”!

JOEL INDRUPATI

At Christmas 
time, during 
my school 
days, among 
others, I used 
to specifically 
enjoy the music 
of Jim Reeves, 
Carpenters and 
Boney M.
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Last month, nearly a year 
since Rush filed suit against 
Nationwide News, the court 
finished hearing arguments 

in the defamation case.  

must our youth. Thankfully, there 
are no preconditions to begin.  
There is no degree that we must 
have. There is no status or back-
ground that first must be ours. 
We begin by beginning. And time 
and life are short, so we must 
begin now.

We are often taught to think 
that entrepreneurship comes 
from our own innovation. We are 
often encouraged to believe that 
to be most creative, strategic, and 
successful, is doing what devel-
ops from our own ingenuity, that 
our own entrepreneurial selves 
is about ourselves, and rests in 
our own mind’s ability to invent 
and decide.  

I write this to say that this out-
look is categorically false, mis-
leading, and even antithetical 
to sustainable development and 
progression toward a satisfied 
society. Entrepreneurship rests 
on what we give toward drawing 
out and realising the ideas of the 
people. Innovation is the embod-
iment of a thousand voices inter-
secting and made into one agreed 
upon surge for community devel-

opment. Our creativity is a reflec-
tion of how we assist others in 
understanding and pursuing their 
own hopes for the future. Youth 
entrepreneurship is not an en-
deavour of individual youths, but 
is a matter of all youth, building 
themselves by building their com-
munities’ development course, 
driven by the public.  

I hear and imagine the heavy 
burden that Moroccan youth 
experience and the trepidation 

about the future that they must 
feel in their hearts. To fulfil the 
promise of the people’s par-
ticipation in development, is a 
truly painstaking and difficult 
road, without certainty, and with 
non-linear progress. However, 
there is reason for gratefulness 
when the nation sees youth’s role 
in creating sustainable change, 
and sees people’s participation as 
vital to that change. The question 
before us is: will we give ourselves 
over to the cause of others and, 
therefore, the vast multiplicity 
of what becomes entrepreneur-
ship, and all the resources that 
are entailed, in order that we can 
effectively walk this course? 

Even though time brings us un-
derstanding, today, it is not our 
friend. There is urgency to this 
call, to completing the Moroccan 
model, and to bring, finally, the 
satisfaction in our and others’ 
lives that we very seriously need.

(Dr Yossef Ben-Meir is a sociologist 
and is president of the High 

Atlas Foundation, a Moroccan-US 
organisation dedicated to sustainable 

development.)  

Youth entrepreneurship by facilitating people’s development
We are often encouraged 
to believe that to be most 

creative, strategic, and 
successful, is doing what 
develops from our own 

ingenuity.  


