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English forces under Edward the 
Black Prince defeat French at Battle 
of Poitiers and capture the French 
King during the Hundred Years’ War

Siege of Paris by Prussian Forces 
begins (lasts until January 28 
1871)

New Zealand becomes the 
first country to grant all wom-
en the right to vote

8.1 earthquake in Mexico City 
kills an estimated 10,000 and 
leaves 250,000 homeless
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The @UNFCCC report 
shows we are break-

ing the #ParisAgreement 
promise to keep global 
heating to 1.5°C. We can 
still achieve that target, but 
are almost out of time. We 
need real ambition & co-
operation to win the race 
against the climate crisis.

@antonioguterres

Digital is the make-or-
break issue. There is 

no digital without chips. 
Yet today we depend 
on chips from Asia. We 
will present a European 
Chips Act, to create a EU 
chip ecosystem from de-
sign to production. This 
is about our competitive-
ness and tech sovereign-
ty. #SOTEU

@vonderleyen

Fantastic to welcome @
MinPres Mark Rutte 

to Downing Street today 
and reaffirm the long-
standing partnership 
between the UK and the 
Netherlands as #North-
SeaNeighbours, NATO 
allies and firm friends. 
Hartelijk dank voor je 
bezoek, Mark!

@BorisJohnson

“The global average 
temperature will rise 

2.7 degrees Celsius by 
century’s end even if 
all countries meet their 
promised emissions 
cuts” And we’re of course 
far from reaching even 
these highly insufficient 
targets. How long will we 
let this madness go on?

@GretaThunberg

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Amid high security, small pro-Trump crowd rallies at US Capitol
AFP | Washington

Police vastly outnumbered 
protesters around the US 

Capitol yesterday at a sparsely 
attended rally by supporters 
of the people who breached 
the building on Jan. 6, trying 
to overturn former President 
Donald Trump’s election defeat.

About 100 to 200 protesters 
showed up, some carrying the 
flags of the right-wing group 
Three Percenters over their 
shoulders. It was far fewer than 
the 700 people organizers had 
expected and the thousands 
who brought mayhem to the 
Capitol on Jan. 6.

Hundreds of officers pa-
trolled the Capitol grounds and 
a black eight-foot-high (2.44 m) 
fence which surrounded the 
white-domed building for about 
six months after the attack was 
reinstalled in anticipation of the 
event. One hundred National 
Guard troops were on standby.

As part of an effort by some of 
Trump’s far-right supporters to 
rewrite the history of the dead-
ly mob assault on the Capitol 
that was captured in graphic 
video, speaker after speaker in-
sisted that hundreds of rioters 
arrested that day were “political 

prisoners.”
Prosecutors and legal experts 

say the cases are being handled 
properly.

“This is about justice and 
disparate treatment,” said Matt 
Braynard, a rally organizer and 
supporter of Trump’s false 
claims that his defeat was the 
result of widespread fraud.

While crowds were small, 
passions rose at times, with spo-
radic yelling matches breaking 
out between participants in the 
rally and counter-demonstra-
tors. Police on bicycles moved 

in to break up some of these 
squabbles.

A group of police in riot gear 
removed one man from the 
crowd who had a large knife 
strapped to his hip.

Organizers of the “Justice for 
J6” rally called for a peaceful 
event, but US Capitol Police 
Chief J. Thomas Manger told 
reporters on Friday there had 
been threats of violence linked 
to the rally, some targeting in-
dividual members of Congress, 
and police were bracing to pre-
vent clashes between Trump 

supporters and opponents.
Tony Smith, 40, of Upper 

Marlboro, Maryland, said he 
had come to voice his support 
for a fair judicial process for 
those charged in the breach of 
the Capitol.

“If we don’t honour that we 
don’t honour America,” said 
Smith, who was carrying a post-
er board that said “We Want 
Trump!”

Photos show North Korea expanding uranium enrichment plant
AP | Seoul

Recent satellite images shows 
North Korea is expanding a 

uranium enrichment plant at its 
main Yongbyon nuclear complex, 
a sign that it’s intent on boosting 
the production of bomb materials, 
experts say.

The assessment comes after 
North Korea recently raised ten-
sions by performing its first mis-
sile tests in six months amid long-
dormant nuclear disarmament 
diplomacy with the United States.

“The expansion of the enrich-
ment plant probably indicates 
that North Korea plans to increase 
its production of weapons-grade 
uranium at the Yongbyon site by 
as much as 25 percent,” Jeffrey 
Lewis and two other experts at 
Middlebury Institute of Interna-
tional Studies at Monterey said 
in a report.

The report said satellite imag-
es taken by Maxar shows con-
struction in an area adjoining 
the uranium enrichment plant at 
Yongbyon.

It said a satellite image taken on 
Sept. 1 shows North Korea cleared 
trees and prepared the ground for 
construction and that a construc-
tion excavator is also visible. The 

report said a second image taken 
on Sept. 14 showed a wall erected 
to enclose the area, work on a 
foundation and panels removed 
from the side of the enrichment 
building to provide access to the 
newly enclosed area.

“The new area is approximate-
ly 1,000 square meters, enough 
space to house 1,000 additional 
centrifuges,” the report said. “The 
addition of 1,000 new centrifuges 
would increase the plant’s capac-
ity to produce highly enriched 
uranium by 25 percent.”

Nuclear weapons can be built 
using either highly enriched ura-
nium or plutonium, and North 

Korea has facilities to produce 
both at Yongbyon. Last month, 
earlier satellite photos on Yong-
byon showed signs that North 
Korea was resuming the opera-
tion of other facilities to produce 
weapons-grade plutonium.

North Korea calls the Yongbyon 
complex “the heart” of its nuclear 
program. During a summit with 
then-President Donald Trump in 
early 2019, North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un offered to dismantle 
the entire complex if he was given 
major sanctions relief. But the 
Americans rejected Kim’s pro-
posal because they viewed it as 
a limited denuclearization step.

Some US and South Korean 
experts speculate North Korea 
is covertly running at least one 
additional uranium-enrichment 
plant. In 2018, a top South Ko-
rean official told parliament that 
North Korea was estimated to 
have already manufactured up to 
60 nuclear weapons as well.

Estimates on how many nuclear 
weapons North Korea can add 
every year vary, ranging from six 
to as much as 18 bombs.

In the past week, North Ko-
rea launched both ballistic and 
cruise missiles toward the sea in 
tests seen as an effort to diversity 
its missile forces and strength-
en its attack capability on South 
Korea and Japan, where a total 

of 80,000 American troops are 
based. Experts say both types of 
missiles could be armed with nu-
clear warheads.

Kim has threatened to bolster 
his nuclear arsenal and acquire 
more sophisticated weapons un-
less Washington drops its hos-
tility against his country in an 
apparent reference to US-led 
sanctions and its regular mili-
tary drills with Seoul. But he still 
maintains his self-imposed mor-
atorium on testing long-range 
missiles directly targeting the US 
mainland, a suggestion that he 
wants to keep chances for future 
diplomacy with Washington alive.

Girls excluded from returning to 
secondary school in Afghanistan
Government announces re-opening of high schools for boys but makes no mention of girls

• Primary schools have 
already reopened, with 
boys and girls mostly 
attending separate classes 
and some women teachers 
returning to work

AFP | Kabul

Girls were excluded from re-
turning to secondary school 

in Afghanistan yesterday, after 
the country’s new Taliban rulers 
ordered only boys and male teach-
ers back to the classroom.

The hardline Islamist group 
ousted the US-backed government 
last month, promising a softer 
brand of rule than their repressive 
reign in the 1990s, when women 
were mostly banned from educa-
tion and work.

But the diktat from the edu-
cation ministry was the latest 
move from the new government 
to threaten women’s rights.

“All male teachers and students 
should attend their education-
al institutions,” a statement said 
ahead of classes resuming yes-
terday.

The statement, issued late Fri-
day, made no mention of women 
teachers or girl pupils.

Secondary schools, with stu-
dents typically between the ages 
of 13 and 18, are often segregated 
by sex in Afghanistan. During the 
Covid-19 pandemic, they have 
faced repeated closures and have 
been shut since the Taliban seized 
power.

Since a US-led invasion ousted 
the Taliban in 2001, significant 
progress has been made in girls’ 

education, with the number of 
schools tripling and female liter-
acy nearly doubling to 30 percent 
-- however, the change was largely 
limited to the cities.

The United Nations said it was 
“deeply worried” for the future 
of girls’ schooling in Afghanistan.

“It is critical that all girls, in-
cluding older girls, are able to re-
sume their education without any 
further delays. For that, we need 
female teachers to resume teach-
ing,” the UN’s children’s agency 
UNICEF said.

Primary schools have already 
reopened, with boys and girls 
mostly attending separate classes 
and some women teachers return-
ing to work.

The new regime has also per-
mitted women to go to private 
universities, though with tough 
restrictions on their clothes and 
movement.

Women’s ministry closed 
In a further sign that the Talib-

an’s approach to women and girls 
had not softened, they appeared 
to have shut down the govern-
ment’s ministry of women’s af-
fairs and replaced it with a de-
partment notorious for enforcing 
strict religious doctrine during 
their first rule.

In Kabul on Friday, workers 
were seen raising a sign for the 
Ministry for the Promotion of 
Virtue and Prevention of Vice at 
the old Women’s Affairs building 
in the capital.

Videos posted to social media 
showed women workers from the 
ministry protesting outside after 
losing their jobs.

No official from the Taliban re-
sponded to requests for comment.

Although still marginalised, Af-
ghan women have fought for and 
gained basic rights in the past 
20 years, becoming lawmakers, 
judges, pilots and police officers.

Hundreds of thousands have 
entered the workforce -- a neces-
sity in some cases as many women 

were widowed or now support 
invalid husbands as a result of 
decades of conflict.

The Taliban have shown little 
inclination to honour those rights 
-- no women have been included 
in the government and many have 
been stopped from returning to 
work.

Meanwhile, a top United States 
general admitted it had made a 
“mistake” when it launched a 
drone strike against suspected 
Islamic State (IS) militants in Ka-
bul last month, instead killing 10 
civilians, including children.

The strike during the final days 
of the US pullout was meant to 
target a suspected IS operation 
that US intelligence believed with 
“reasonable certainty” was plan-
ning to attack Kabul airport, said 
US Central Command commander 
General Kenneth McKenzie.

“The strike was a tragic mis-
take,” McKenzie told reporters 
after an investigation.

McKenzie said the government 
was looking into how payments 
for damages could be made to the 
families of those killed.
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Country Total 
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new 
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New 
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Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 295,639 16,935 249,082 29,622

Saudi 
Arabia

546,479 +68 8,656 +5 535,450 2,373

UAE 732,299 +471 2,073 +2 723,941 6,285

Kuwait 411,124 +43 2,438 +1 407,824 862

Oman 303,309 4,092 293,618 5,599

Qatar 235,386 +82 604 233,116 1,666

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 42,800,494 690,715

2 India 33,437,535 444,713

3 Brazil 21,102,536 589,744

4 UK 7,400,739 135,147

5 Russia 7,254,754 197,425

6 France 6,949,519 116,002

7 Turkey 6,820,861 61,361

8 Iran 5,408,860 116,791

9 Argentina 5,237,159 114,286

10 Colombia 4,937,596 125,826

11 Spain 4,929,546 85,783

12 Italy 4,632,275 130,284

13 Indonesia 4,188,529 140,323

14 Germany 4,141,832 93,529
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News in brief 
 u Latin American and 
Caribbean nations should 
aspire to a regional block 

similar to the European Union, Mexico’s president said 
yesterday, in a bid to wrest diplomatic influence away 
from the Washington-based Organization of American 
States (OAS). The host of the summit, President Andres 

Manuel Lopez Obrador, told nearly 20 presidents and prime ministers attending 
the meeting of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) at 
the gathering’s opening ceremony that the block could better boost the region’s 
inequality-stricken economies as well as confront health and other crisis.

 u Thousands of 
hunters marched in 
France yesterday to 
defend “rural values” and traditional 
bird hunting which the country’s top 
administrative court has banned. In 
the medieval town of Mont-de-Marsan 
in southwest France, authorities said 
at least 13,000 people protested to the 
sound of hunting horns and firecrackers. 
Wearing bright orange -- the colour of 
hunters’ jackets -- the demonstrators marched under driving rain. Further up in 
Brittany, a protest also took place in Redon, and others were planned elsewhere.

 u Work to shore up the 
Notre-Dame de Paris has 
been finished, allowing 

restoration to start at the cathedral two 
years after a fire destroyed the attic and 
sent its spire crashing through the vaults 
below, officials said. Soon after the April 
2019 blaze, President Emmanuel Macron said 
the cathedral - which dates back to the 12th 
century - would be rebuilt and later promised 
to get it reopened to worshippers by 2024, 
when France hosts the Olympic Games.

 u At least three 
people were killed and 
about 20 wounded in a 
series of blasts in the eastern Afghan city 
of Jalalabad yesterday, two sources in 
the city said. The fatalities occurred during 
a series of five blasts, the sources, who 
said they had received information from 
hospitals and eyewitnesses, said. One source 
said members of the Taliban were among 
the casualties. The second said the bombs targeted Taliban vehicles. 

 u France’s foreign 
affairs minister 
agreed with his Indian 

counterpart to work on a programme to promote “a truly multilateral 
international order,” the French foreign ministry said. Jean-Yves Le Drian 
and Subrahmanyam Jaishankar also agreed during a call to deepen their strategic 
partnership, “based on a relationship of political trust between two great 
sovereign nations of the Indo-Pacific,” the ministry said in a statement.

Mexican president pitches 
regional block similar to EU

Notre-Dame’s restoration ready 
to start as safety work completed

France says to work with India 
to promote multilateral order

Thousands march in France 
against traditional hunting ban

At least three dead in blasts in 
Afghanistan’s Jalalabad

In escalation over submarine deal, France 
recalls envoys from US and Australia
Reuters | Paris

France plunged into an un-
precedented diplomatic 

crisis with the United States 
and Australia after it recalled its 
ambassadors from both coun-
tries over a trilateral security 
deal which sank a French-de-
signed submarine contract with 
Canberra.

The rare decision taken by 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron was made due to the 
“exceptional gravity” of the 
matter, Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian said in a state-
ment.

On Thursday, Australia said it 
would scrap a $40 billion deal 
signed in 2016 for France’s 
Naval Group to build a fleet of 
conventional submarines and 
would instead build at least 
eight nuclear-powered subma-
rines with US and British tech-
nology after striking a trilateral 
security partnership. France 
called it a stab in the back.

A diplomatic source in France 
said it was the first time Paris 
had recalled its own ambassa-
dors in this way.

Australia said yesterday 
morning it regretted the recall, 
and that it valued the relation-
ship with France and would 
keep engaging with Paris on 
other issues.

“Austral ia  understands 
France’s deep disappointment 
with our decision, which was 
taken in accordance with our 
clear and communicated na-
tional security interests,” a 
spokesperson for Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Marise Payne 
said in a statement.

US State Department spokes-
person Ned Price said that 
France was a ‘vital ally’ and 
that the United States would 
be engaged in coming days to 
resolve the differences.

The French foreign ministry 
statement made no mention 
of Britain, but the diplomatic 

source said France considered 
Britain had joined the deal in an 
opportunistic manner.

“We don’t need to hold con-
sultations with our (British) 
ambassador to know what to 
make of it or to draw any con-
clusions,” the source added.

Le Drian said the deal was 
unacceptable.

“The cancellation (of the pro-
ject) ... and the announcement 
of a new partnership with the 
United States meant to launch 
studies on a possible future co-
operation on nuclear-powered 
submarines, constitute unac-

ceptable behaviour between 
allies and partners,” he said in 
a statement.

He added that the conse-
quences “directly affect the vi-
sion we have of our alliances, 
of our partnerships and of the 
importance of the Indo-Pacific 
for Europe.”

Low point
The row marks the lowest 

point in relations between Aus-
tralia and France since 1995, 
when Canberra protested 
France’s decision to resume 
nuclear testing in the South 
Pacific and recalled its ambas-
sador for consultations.

Australian Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison on Friday re-
jected French criticism that 
it had not been warned about 
the new deal, and said he had 
raised the possibility in talks 
with the French president that 
Australia might scrap the Naval 
Group deal.

Morrison insisted he had told 
Macron in June that Australia 
had revised its thinking.

“I made it very clear, we had 
a lengthy dinner there in Par-
is, about our very significant 
concerns about the capabilities 
of conventional submarines to 
deal with the new strategic en-
vironment we’re faced with,” he 
told 5aa Radio.

Yemen’s Houthis execute nine 
over senior official’s killing

AP | Sanaa

Yemen’s Houthi militia said 
they executed nine peo-

ple yesterday for involvement 
in the killing of one of their 
top leaders in a 2018 airstrike 
claimed by Saudi Arabia.

Saleh al-Sammad was head 
of the Houthis’ supreme po-
litical council and his death 
three years ago was seen as a 
major blow to the Iran-backed 
terrorists who control Sanaa.

The pro-militia Saba news 
agency said the nine were shot 
by a firing squad at a square in 
the Yemen capital.

They were among 17 people 
convicted of involvement in 
his killing by a Houthi court.

Sammad was killed in April 
2018 alongside six other peo-
ple in an airstrike in the west-
ern Yemeni province of Ho-
deida.

“The general prosecution 
has carried out the death sen-
tence against nine people in-
volved in the murder” of Sam-
mad, Saba reported.

“They were shot to death in 
Tahrir Square... in the pres-
ence of senior Houthi leaders 
and Sanaa residents,” the agen-

cy added.
Saudi Arabia said later that it 

carried out the airstrike.
“The heroes of the Royal Air 

Force were able to successfully 
target the leader of the Houthi 
militia Saleh al-Sammad,” Sau-
di Arabia’s ambassador to the 
United States, Prince Khaled 
bin Salman, tweeted at the 
time.

Prince Khaled said the strike 
was overseen by his brother 
the Saudi crown prince after 
Sammad threatened a wave of 
missile strikes against Saudi 
Arabia.

French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian attends a joint news conference at 
the Bauhaus University in Weimar, Germany

People gather in front of the US Capitol during a protest

School girls gather at their class after arriving at a gender-segregated school in 
Kabul (file photo)

An executioner points a gun at a man convicted of involvement in the 2018 
killing of top Houthi leader Saleh al-Samad

A close-up of construction in progress at a processing facility at the Yongbyon 
Nuclear Research Facility complex in Yongbyon, North Korea

The row marks the 
lowest point in rela-

tions between Austral-
ia and France since 

1995, when Canberra 
protested France’s 
decision to resume 

nuclear testing in the 
South Pacific and re-

called its ambassador 
for consultations

KNOW WHAT

The expansion of the 
enrichment plant 

probably indicates that 
North Korea plans to 

increase its production of 
weapons-grade uranium 
at the Yongbyon site by 
as much as 25 percent
JEFFREY LEWIS, EXPERTS AT MIDDLEBURY 

INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Sammad was killed in 
April 2018 alongside 
six other people in 

an airstrike by Saudi 
Arabia in the western 
Yemeni province of 

Hodeida

KNOW WHAT

Construction appears to 
be under way at the ura-
nium enrichment plant 

to expand its floor space 
by about 1,000 square 

meters

KNOW WHAT

Hundreds of officers 
patrolled the Capitol 
grounds and a black 
eight-foot-high (2.44 

m) fence which 
surrounded the white-

domed building for 
about six months after 

the attack was rein-
stalled in anticipation 

of the event
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The edict makes 
Afghanistan the only 
country on earth to 

bar half its population 
from getting a sec-
ondary education

KNOW WHAT


