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ROGER COHEN

David Halberstam, in “The 
Best and the Brightest,” 
listed the “virtues Amer-

icans have always respected” as 
“hard work, self-sacrifice, decen-
cy, loyalty.” I don’t believe that’s 
changed since 1972. President 
Donald Trump, in his sublime 
indecency, fails the test on all 
these qualities except perhaps 
hard work, yet tens of millions of 
Americans still admire him.

It’s tempting to dismiss this 
reality. It’s tempting to focus in-
stead on the pressure building 
on Trump from multiple sources: 
the Mueller investigation, Paul 
Manafort’s cooperating with 
Robert Mueller, Michael Cohen’s 
guilty plea, the wins of progres-
sive Democratic candidates, fall-
ing poll numbers. It’s tempting 
to think Trump’s finished, even 
if he’s already been pronounced 
politically dead countless times.

This would be a mistake. That 
the Democratic Party will take 
the House in the midterm No-
vember elections and start im-
peachment proceedings against 
Trump is plausible, even likely. 
It’s unlikely, however, that the 
Democrats will have the num-
bers in the Senate to convict him. 
This may be a positive scenario 
for Trump. As the victim presi-
dent, or acquitted president, he’d 
fire up support going into 2020.

The chances of a two-term 
Trump presidency remain signif-
icant. I came away from a recent 

stay in purple-state Colorado 
more persuaded of this than ever. 
The strong economy became 
strong under President Barack 
Obama but to deny Trump credit 
for it is not going to wash with 
most Americans. They feel a new 
confidence. They see it in more 
clients at the hardware store, 
more people eating out, more 
business startups.

Jamie Dimon, the chief execu-
tive of JPMorgan Chase, is right 

to tell Democrats to stop “pound-
ing away at business.” The Dem-
ocratic Party is long on anger but 
short still of a winning message. 
It’s a big mistake for Democrats 
to have allowed founding Amer-
ican myths of can-do optimism 
and self-reliance to become the 
exclusive preserve of Republi-
cans. A unifying Democratic can-
didate from the heartland could 
claw them back.

In small-town America, now 

synonymous with Republi-
can-majority America,  any 
Democratic voter gets asked 
why Democrats are intent on 
taking away American guns, jobs 
and individualism, and replacing 
them with handouts to every 
peeved interest group. Regular 
mass shootings answer the gun 
question easily enough (even 
if not persuasively to most gun 
owners). The other questions are 
more problematic.

This is 
not the 
end of 

Trump
It’s tempting to think Trump’s 

finished, even if he’s already 
been pronounced politically 

dead countless times

CHARLES A KUPCHANN

The Balkans remains in 
strategic limbo. Kosovo de-
clared independence from 

Serbia 10 years ago, but Serbia 
has yet to come to terms with 
its loss — refusing to recognize 
Kosovo and stirring trouble be-
tween the country’s ethnic Serbs 
and the ethnic Albanian majority. 
Almost two decades after the 
NATO bombing campaign to drive 
Yugoslav forces from Kosovo, 
some 4,000 NATO troops remain 
there to keep the peace.

A breakthrough may now be 
in the making. It is a morally of-
fensive one, but nonetheless the 
United States and the European 
Union should get behind it.

President Aleksandar Vucic 
of Serbia and President Hashim 
Thaci of Kosovo are apparently 
working on a proposal to en-
gage in a land swap that could 
bring the simmering conflict to 
an end. Northern Kosovo, which 
is populated mainly by ethnic 
Serbs and borders Serbia, would 

be transferred to Serbia. In re-
turn, a to-be-determined chunk 
of Serbia’s Presevo Valley, which 
is heavily populated by ethnic 
Albanians and borders Kosovo, 
would become part of Kosovo.

This swap is effectively a 
peaceful form of ethnic cleans-
ing. Still, it is the right thing to 
do. Pragmatism needs to trump 
principle in this case to secure 
a deal that promises to bring a 
close to the years of bloodshed 
and border changes that have 
resulted from the collapse of Yu-
goslavia.

The proposed land swap has 
been lurking in the background 
since the early days of Kosovo’s 
independence. But it has gone 
nowhere in part because the 
United States and the European 
Union have adamantly opposed 
it. True to form, Chancellor An-
gela Merkel of Germany recently 
said that “the territorial integrity 
of the states of the Western Bal-
kans has been established and is 
inviolable.” Backing up Merkel, 
dozens of prominent scholars 
and policymakers on both sides 
of the Atlantic have signed an 
open letter condemning the pro-
posal and imploring the United 
States and the European Union 
to oppose “a return to ethnifi-
cation of polities and frontiers.”

But there are signs that some 
Western officials are warming 
up to the idea. John Bolton, 
Trump’s national security ad-
viser, hinted as much last month: 
“Our policy, the U.S. policy, is 
that if the two parties can work 
it out between themselves and 
reach agreement, we don’t ex-
clude territorial adjustments,” 
he said. Bolton is thinking clear-
ly, at least on this front. As long 
as both the Serbian and Kosovar 
governments agree to the deal — 
and can secure sufficient politi-
cal backing among their publics 
and legislatures — the United 
States and the European Union 
should support it.

Of Kosovo’s population of al-
most two million, roughly 90% 
are ethnic Albanian and some 
6% are estimated to be ethnic 
Serb. Reliable numbers are hard 
to come by, but around half of 
Kosovo’s Serbs — high estimates 
reach 70,000 — live in north-
ern Kosovo, where they make 
up some 90% of the population. 
Because of its Serb majority, 
northern Kosovo (about 10% of 
the country’s territory) has been 
part of the country in name only 
since independence. Serbia has 
continued to hold political and 
economic sway there, leaving 
Kosovars with a sizable chunk of 

their country that has no interest 
in belonging to an independent 
Kosovo.

Serbia’s Presevo Valley is re-
portedly home to some 60,000 
ethnic Albanians and is compa-
rable in size to northern Koso-

vo. How much of this area Ser-
bia might transfer to Kosovo is 
unclear. Nonetheless, trading 
northern Kosovo for at least 
some portion of the Presevo 
Valley would broadly preserve 
Serbia’s and Kosovo’s current 

territorial size and population.
The Serbian government will 

have a hard time granting formal 
recognition to an independent 
Kosovo no matter what; the land 
is of historical and cultural im-
portance to Serbs, and Serbian 
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1973
King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden 
has his investiture.

1983
Saint Kitts and Nevis gains its 
independence.

2006
The Thai army stages a coup. 
The Constitution is revoked and 
martial law is declared.

2017
The 2017 Puebla earthquake 
strikes Mexico, causing 370 
deaths and over 6,000 injuries, as 
well as extensive damage.
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If the Republican Party 
had not set out to destroy 
the Affordable Care Act, 

the legislation might have 
been amended to address 
its shortcomings. But on 
this signature issue, the 

Democratic Party is widely 
seen as the author of a 

policy that failed low-wage 
Americans.
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Hey, @Eminem -- you, 
Rap God … your 

songs give me all the, uhm, 
“feels” (wink)… know 
you were bullied as a kid. 
could you (or your people) 
plz reach out to me on DM 
about trying to get you in-
volved in an anti-bullying 
campaign for next month? 

@MonicaLewinsky

Bahrain MPs will vote 
in two weeks time to 

approve the VAT. 
A 5% tax that the people 
of Bahrain will have to 
pay on goods and ser-
vices.

@ATEEKSTER

The most successful 
people have had the 

some of the most diffi-
cult periods in life too.

The difference is how 
they respond to the situ-
ation. You take every sit-
uation as an opportunity. 
You learn, you strength-
en, you grow.

#Leadership
@sadhavi

From reading the iPhone 
Xs/Xs Max reviews I’ve 
gleaned the following:
- they’re exactly what 
you’d expect from watch-
ing the Apple keynote
- if you’re an iPhone user 
without an X, they’re a 
great upgrade
- great camera unless 
you’re switching from a 
Pixel 2 (few will)

@MartinSFP

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

Don Colcord, a pharmacist 
in southwestern Colorado and 
a lifelong Democrat, told me: 
“The Democratic Party has lost 
the ability to communicate with 
people who live in small towns. 
It seems to have no way of under-
standing their issues: how to pay 
bills, how to have a retirement, 
how to feed their families, what 
to do about bad schools, how to 
get health care, how to do better 
at creating new jobs when envi-

ronmental concerns take them 
away.”

Saving the planet is important 
work. But an exclusive focus on 
environmentalism that ignores 
working people’s immediate 
needs can easily look like elit-
ist indifference. Colcord, whose 
father worked in the mines, has 
watched in recent years as a coal-
fired power plant in his region 
gets regulated out of existence — 
“and when all those jobs go and 
your tax base with it, the party 
just doesn’t care.”

In rural Colorado, Obamacare 
is a disaster. Insurance compa-
nies have pulled out, and when 
there’s only one left, premiums 
go way up. Few people can afford 
health insurance at that price. 
It’s perhaps the No. 1 concern of 
voters outside big cities. Some 
Coloradans worry that they will 
lose Medicaid if they take a job. 
The system is an anxiety-gener-
ating labyrinth.

Sure, if the Republican Party 
had not set out to destroy the 
Affordable Care Act, the legisla-
tion might have been amended 
to address its shortcomings. But 

on this signature issue, the Dem-
ocratic Party is widely seen as 
the author of a policy that failed 
low-wage Americans. Again, this 
looks like elitist indifference.

Colorado has some of the 
worst funded schools in the 
country. Some have gone to 
four-day weeks because there’s 
no tax money to support them 
and it costs too much to run the 
school buses. Imagine telling the 
parents of kids in affluent metro-
politan Democratic strongholds, 
sorry, we have to skip a day a 
week of school. But I don’t see 
the Democratic Party owning the 
education issue.

Colcord calls himself an “ul-
traconservative Democrat.” He 
supported Trump’s tax cuts for 
businesses but hated the tax 
cuts for the wealthiest, and he 
says the biggest reason he’s a 
Democrat is growing income in-
equality, an issue Republicans 
dismiss. He believes strongly in 
Roe v. Wade, having witnessed 
a 13-year-old giving birth when 
he was an intern in a hospital 
(“That really set my feelings”). 
He can’t stand Trump’s lies. He 
thinks that the country desper-
ately needs immigration — some 
Colorado farms can’t find work-
ers, thanks to Trump — and that 
Trump’s proposed wall is a crazy 
waste of money.

At the same time, he’s disillu-
sioned with a party that can’t find 
a political idiom comprehensible 
to Americans around him. To 
take back the White House in 
2020, Democrats would be bet-
ter advised to keep their eye on 
Colcord than on Manafort.  

(Roger Cohen is a columnist  
with The New York Times.)

(In collaboration with New York Times)

Wide Angle

Women and 
voting rights 

Exactly 125 years ago, on 19 September 1893, New 
Zealand made history, as it became the world’s first 
self-governing nation to give voting rights to all its 

adult women.
However, when it came to equal rights for women, several 

nations were still backward then.
Two years later, in 1895 however, the women of South 

Australia achieved the same right. And, one after the other, 
almost all democratic countries gave women the right to vote.

As we now look back at the 125 years of the history related 
to women’s suffrage, we must acknowledge a bitter truth -- 
that the so-called ‘advanced’ nations had been very reluctant 
to give women the right to become political participants in 
their governments.

In fact, in USA and UK at that time, there were still protests 
demanding for women’s right to vote.

But it was not until 1918 and 1920 
that UK and USA, respectively, gave in to 
women’s demands, and allowed them 
to finally participate in the electoral 
process.

In New Zealand, when the elections 
were held two months after it had be-
come the law, nearly two-thirds of New 
Zealand’s women, aged over 21, used 
their vote despite fears of harassment 
at the polling booths.

In 2009, I remember that when Sau-
di Arabia had announced that women 
will be allowed to run for local elec-
tions in 2015, an editorial of ‘The Wash-
ington Times’ was quick to criticise.

The editorial had said that since 
Saudi women are anyway not going 
to vote that year, the announcement 
was only a PR ploy. It had said that the 
announcement was not a big deal, be-
cause elections in the 178 Saudi munic-
ipalities were being held at a local level.

Yet, it was a giant leap for Saudi Ara-
bia. A leap that all progressive-minded 
people should appreciate.

Not only had women voted but 17 
women had actually won in the lo-
cal elections of 2015. And great many 
changes have followed.  

The 2016 Global Gender Gap Report 
by the World Economic Forum has 
ranked Saudi Arabia ahead of some 
countries like Syria, Pakistan and Yem-
en. 

What The Washington Times had 
failed to understand then was that the 
centuries of tradition and the deep-rooted 
belief systems cannot change at the snap 

of a finger. And this phased manner of enabling women em-
powerment must be welcomed, not criticised.

In fact, the US must look back its own history before com-
menting on women’s suffrage. Here is the truth I learnt from 
a little bit of research.

On January 12, 1915, a women’s suffrage bill was brought 
before the US “House of Representatives” but was defeated 
by a vote of 204 to 174.

On January 10, 1918, another bill was brought before the 
House. President Wilson had then made a strong appeal to 
the House to pass the bill. It was passed by two-thirds of the 
House, with only one vote to spare.  The vote was then carried 
into the “Senate” and on September 30, 1918, the amendment 
fell two votes short of passage. Again, on February 10, 1919, it 
was voted upon, and lost by only one vote.

With great anxiety among politicians of both parties to 
have the amendment passed before the general elections of 
1920, the President called a special session of Congress, and 
introduced the amendment, which finally passed.

On Aug 18, 1920, with the ratification by the state of Ten-
nessee, it became a law.

In fact, this ‘Nineteenth Amendment’ to the US Constitu-
tion, allowing women to vote came out of an extremely slow 
process. The state of Mississippi was the last state to ratify 
the amendment. And it did it as late as 1984.

Recognition of women’s voting rights in the 125 years has 
been slow, but steady.

What The 
Washington 
Times had 
failed to 
understand 
then was that 
the centuries 
of tradition 
and the 
deep-rooted 
belief systems 
cannot change 
at the snap of 
a finger. And 
this phased 
manner of 
enabling 
women 
empowerment 
must be 
welcomed, not 
criticised.

JOEL INDRUPATI

religious sites dot Kosovo. But 
if the proposed swap offers a 
face-saving way for Serbia to 
normalize relations with Kosovo 
and let the Balkans move for-
ward, Kosovars and their inter-
national supporters should jump 
at it.

Admittedly, the Serbs that 
stay in Kosovo proper would be 
an even smaller minority if the 
north joins Serbia. Indeed, some 
Serbs will surely leave. Unsavory 
population transfers would also 
be likely in the Presevo Valley as 
ethnic Albanians move to areas 
destined to become part of Koso-
vo and ethnic Serbs leave them. 
But the establishment of formal 
relations between Kosovo and 
Serbia would bring a sense of 
normality and stability to Koso-
vo, encouraging those Serbs who 
remain there to become more 
invested in the country’s future. 
And Kosovo thus far has done a 
respectable job of protecting the 
rights of minorities.

Critics of the swap claim that 
it would set a dangerous prece-
dent at a time when ethnic na-
tionalism is already surging in 
Europe and beyond. In particu-
lar, the swap could fuel calls in 
other parts of the Balkans for 
borders to be redrawn along eth-
nic lines. Fair enough. Separatist 

sentiment among ethnic Serbs in 
Bosnia, ethnic Albanians in Mac-
edonia or minorities elsewhere 
could strengthen.

But nowhere else in the Bal-
kans is a consensual adjustment 
of borders on the table. If the 
proposed swap materializes, the 
international community should 
stress that it supports it as an 
extraordinary exception.

Rather than causing a conta-
gion of ethnic separation, nor-
malization of relations between 
Serbia and Kosovo may well do 
the opposite. Serbia is the re-
gion’s dominant player. If it set-
tles its impasse with Kosovo, it 
may well transition from being 

an aggrieved troublemaker to a 
satisfied stakeholder. Serbia’s 
help would be particularly wel-
come in discouraging Repub-
lika Srpska, the Serb-dominat-
ed region of Bosnia left behind 
by the war there in the 1990s, 
from seeking to break away. The 
positive effects of reconciliation 
between Serbia and Kosovo fur-
ther justify a one-off sacrifice of 
pluralist principles.

Finally, the European Union 
has made clear that Serbia and 
Kosovo need to normalize rela-
tions if they are to join the union 
— a step that would immeasura-
bly advance Balkan stability and 
prosperity. The envisaged land 
swap brings closer that better 
future.

The Serb and Kosovar presi-
dents have tough negotiations 
ahead of them. But if Vucic and 
Thaci can pull this off, the Unit-
ed States and the European Un-
ion should embrace the deal. By 
offering a tentative green light 
now, Washington and Brussels 
can provide crucial encourage-
ment and help build public sup-
port for an agreement in both 
Serbia and Kosovo.

(Charles A Kupchan is a professor of 
international affairs at Georgetown 

University and a senior fellow at the 
Council on Foreign Relations.)   
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Pragmatism needs to 
trump principle in this 

case to secure a deal that 
promises to bring a close to 
the years of bloodshed and 
border changes that have 

resulted from the collapse of 
Yugoslavia.


