
PERFECTION IS NOT ATTAINABLE. 
BUT IF WE CHASE PERFECTION WE 
CAN CATCH EXCELLENCE
VINCE LOMBARDI
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43 BC 1942 1988 2010TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Octavian, later known as Augus-
tus, compels the Roman Senate 
to elect him consul

World War II: Over 4,000 Canadian and 
British soldiers are killed, wounded, or 

captured during a raid on Dieppe, France

Iran and Iraq begin a cease-
fire in their eight-year-old 
war at 11 pm EDT

Operation Iraqi Freedom winds 
down as the last of the United 

States Brigade Combat Teams 
cross the border into Kuwait
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Chaired a meeting to 
discuss the roadm-

ap for Next-Generation 
Reforms. We are com-
mitted to speedy reforms 
across all sectors, which 
will boost Ease of Living, 
Ease of Doing Business 
and prosperity.

@narendramodi

Today, I’m in Wash-
ington D.C. with @

ZelenskyyUA and Euro-
pean leaders.Together, we 
will meet with @POTUS.
We are working to end 
the bloodshed in Ukraine. 
And achieve a just and 
lasting peace.

@vonderleyen

BIG DAY at the White 
House tomorrow.

@WhiteHouse

Our main goal is a 
reliable and lasting 

peace for Ukraine and 
for the whole of Europe. 
And it is important that 
the momentum of all our 
meetings lead to precise-
ly this result. 

@ZelenskyyUa

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian headed to Armenia 
on Monday for talks on a planned 
corridor linking Azerbaijan with its 
exclave near the border with Iran, part 
of a peace deal signed at the White 
House. “The (possible) presence of 
American companies in the region is 
worrying,” Pezeshkian said before 
departing on a pre-planned trip that also 
includes a visit to Belarus. “We will discuss 
it (with Armenian officials) and express our 
concerns,” he added, according to footage 
broadcast on state television. The land 
corridor, dubbed the “Trump Route for 
International Peace and Prosperity” (TRIPP), is part of a deal signed earlier this 
month in Washington between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Under the agreement, the 
United States will hold development rights for the proposed route, which would 
connect Azerbaijan to its Nakhchivan exclave, passing near the Iranian border.

u Nepal has eliminated rubella as a public health problem, the 
World Health Organization said Monday, citing the success of its immunisation 

campaigns and disease-surveillance programme. 
Rubella is a highly contagious viral infection 
transmitted through coughs and sneezes. It occurs 
most often in children and young adults, most of whom 
will develop a mild fever and rash. But it is particularly 
serious for pregnant women as infection can lead 

to miscarriage, stillbirth, or a range of lifelong and debilitating birth defects. A 
vaccination exists against rubella, which Nepal started using in its immunisation 
programme in 2012. By 2024, Nepal had achieved over 95 percent coverage for at 
least one dose of rubella vaccine.

u Newsmax is to pay $67 million to a voting technology firm over false claims 
the pro-Trump cable television channel made about the 2020 US presidential 
election.The settlement of the defamation case 
brought by Dominion Voting Systems was announced 
in a filing by Newsmax on Monday with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC). Under the 
settlement agreement, Newsmax said it had paid 
Dominion $27 million on Friday and would pay $20 
million in 2026 and the final $20 million in 2027. The 
Rupert Murdoch-owned Fox News settled a similar 
defamation lawsuit with Dominion in 2023 for $787.5 
million. Dominion filed a defamation suit against 
Newsmax in 2021 over false claims that its voting 
technology was used to rig the 2020 election, in which 
Democrat Joe Biden defeated Republican Donald 
Trump. Dominion sought $1.6 billion in damages. In a statement, Newsmax said it 
had agreed to settle because it did not believe it could receive a fair trial from the 
Delaware judge presiding over the case.

Nepal 
eliminates 
rubella, says 

WHO

Pro-Trump 
outlet to pay 
$67 mn in voting 

defamation case

Iran president 
heads to Armenia for 
talks on US-backed 

corridor

Hamas’s October 2023 
attack on Israel resulted in 
the deaths of 1,219 people, 

mostly civilians, according to 
an AFP tally based on official 

figures. Israel’s offensive 
has killed more than 62,004 
Palestinians, most of them 

civilians, according to figures 
from the health ministry in 
Hamas-run Gaza which the 
United Nations considers 

reliable.

KNOW WHAT

China’s top diplomat 
Wang arrives in India
AFP | New Delhi, India

China’s top diplomat land-
ed in neighbouring India 

yesterday, seeking to bolster 
long-fraught relations in the 
face of intense pressure and 
tariffs from the United States.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
held talks with his counterpart 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, 
and is also expected to meet 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
during his three-day visit 
to New Delhi.

Modi, according to 
Indian media, might 
also visit China this 
month.

India’s foreign min-
istry said in a social 
media post that “im-
portant engagements 
of the India- China 
Special Representa-
tives and on bilateral 
relations” were sched-
uled over the next two 
days.

Restarting border 
trade across their icy 
and high-altitude 
Himalayan border 
is expected to fea-
ture high on Wang’s 
agenda.

Its resumption would 
be significant for its symbol-

ism, and follows agreements to 
return direct flights and issue 
tourist visas.

India is also part of 
the Quad security 

alliance with the 
United States, 
Australia and 
Japan, which is 
seen as a coun-
ter to China.

Modi 

calls ‘friend’ Putin
Modi said Monday he spoke 

to “my friend” Vladimir Pu-
tin, with the Russian president 
“sharing insights” on his Alaska 
summit with Trump last week.

“India has consistently called 
for a peaceful resolution of the 
Ukraine conflict and supports 
all efforts in this regard,” the 
Indian premier wrote on social 
media.

Indian hopes that the Alaska 
meeting would ease US tariff 
pressure were tempered earlier 
Monday by US trade adviser 
Peter Navarro.

“If India wants to be treated 
as a strategic partner of the US, 
it needs to start acting like one,” 
he wrote in a sharply-worded 
column in the Financial Times.

“India acts as a global clear-
inghouse for Russian oil, 
converting embargoed crude 
into high-value exports while 
giving Moscow the dollars it 
needs,” he wrote.

“The proceeds flow to In-
dia’s politically connected en-

ergy titans, and in turn, into 
Vladimir Putin’s war chest,” he 
added, in an apparent swipe at 
India’s big refiners, which in-
clude tycoon Mukesh Ambani.

Navarro said the 50% tariff 
-- due to begin on August 27 -- 
will “hit India where it hurts”.

Son of Norway princess 
charged with four rapes

Rapes allegedly took place in 2018, 2023 and 2024

• Hoiby has already 
admitted to assault 
and vandalism

• He said had acted 
“under the influence of 
alcohol and cocaine” 

AFP | Oslo, Norway

A son of Norway’s crown 
princess has been charged 

with 32 offences including four 
rapes and several acts of vio-
lence and assault, a prosecutor 
said yesterday. 

Marius Borg Hoiby, who was 
born from a relationship before 
Crown Princess Mette-Marit’s 
married Crown Prince Haakon, 
has been under investigation 
since his arrest on August 4 last 
year on suspicion of assaulting 
a girlfriend.

In addition to four counts of 
rape, the charges include do-
mestic abuse against a former 
partner and several counts of 
violence, disturbing the peace, 
vandalism and violation of re-
straining orders against another 
former partner.

He is also charged with film-
ing the genitals of a number of 
women without their knowl-
edge or consent, public pros-
ecutor Sturla Henriksbo told 

reporters.
“The maximum penalty for 

the offences listed in the indict-
ment is imprisonment of up to 
10 years,” he said.

“These are very serious acts 
that can leave lasting scars and 
destroy lives,” the prosecutor 
said.

“The fact that Marius Borg 
Hoiby is a member of the royal 
family should, of course, not 
mean that he should be treated 
more lightly or more severely 
than if similar acts had been 
committed by others,” Henriks-
bo stressed.

The four rapes for which 
Hoiby is charged allegedly took 
place in 2018, 2023 and 2024, 
the last one after the police in-
vestigation began.

Hoiby has already admitted 
to assault and vandalism in the 
August 2024 incident for which 
he was arrested.

In a public statement 10 days 
after his arrest, he said he had 
acted “under the influence of 
alcohol and cocaine after an ar-
gument”, having suffered from 
“mental troubles” and strug-
gling “for a long time with sub-
stance abuse”.

Back row (L-R) King Harald, Crown Prince Marius Borg Hoiby, Crown Prince 
Haakon and Crown Princess Mette-Marit, front (L-R) Prince Sverre Magnus, 
Queen Sonja and Princess Ingrid Alexandra pose during a Christmas photo 
session at the Royal Palace in Oslo

Dubai police 
retrieve stolen 
diamond worth 
$25 million
AFP | Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates

Dubai police said yester-
day they caught three 

thieves just hours after they 
stole a precious pink dia-
mond worth $25 million.

" T h e  D u b a i  Po l i c e 
General Command has 
foiled the theft of a very 
rare pink diamond, val-
ued at $25 million," the 
police said in a statement 
shared by the United Arab 
Emirates' official news agency 
WAM.

A diamond trader who had 
brought the jewel from Eu-
rope was lured to a villa by a 
crime gang under the pretence 
of a viewing by a potential 
wealthy client, police said.

But the gem was stolen 
when the diamond dealer ar-
rived for the bogus inspection, 
the statement added.

Within eight hours three 
people from an unspecified 
Asian country were arrested 
"thanks to the efforts of spe-

c i a l -
ised and field teams, and by 
using the latest artificial intel-
ligence technologies," police 
said.

Video footage shared by the 
Dubai Media Office showed 
the three men with their faces 
blurred after their arrest as 
well as CCTV footage of the 
gang.

Dubai is an important hub 
for diamond trading. Tightly 
controlled and policed, the 
UAE prides itself on its security 
and stability.

Hamas accepts new 
Gaza truce plan

60-day truce and hostage release in two batches

• Mediators from 
Egypt and Qatar, backed 
by the United States, 
have struggled to 
secure a lasting truce

• Israel has yet 
to respond

• Out of 251 hostages 
taken during Hamas’s 
October 2023 attack 
that triggered the war, 
49 are still held in Gaza

AFP | Cairo, Egypt

Hamas has accepted a new 
ceasefire proposal for 
Gaza without requesting 

amendments, a source from the 
group told AFP Monday, after a 
fresh diplomatic push to end more 
than 22 months of war.

Mediators Egypt and Qatar, 
backed by the United States, have 
struggled to secure a lasting truce 
in the conflict, which has trig-
gered a dire humanitarian crisis 
in the Gaza Strip.

But after receiving a new pro-
posal from meditators, Hamas 
said it was ready for talks.

“Hamas has delivered its re-
sponse to the mediators, con-
firming that Hamas and the fac-
tions agreed to the new ceasefire 
proposal without requesting any 
amendments,” the source said, 
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity.

Israel has yet to respond.
A Palestinian source familiar 

with the talks said mediators were 
“expected to announce that an 
agreement has been reached and 
set a date for the resumption of 
talks”, adding guarantees were 
offered to ensure implementation 
and pursue a permanent solution.

Another Palestinian official ear-
lier said mediators had proposed 
an initial 60-day truce and hos-
tage release in two batches.

The proposal comes more than 
a week after Israel’s security cab-
inet approved plans to expand the 
war into Gaza City and nearby 
refugee camps, which has sparked 
international outcry as well as 
domestic opposition.

‘Confronted and destroyed’

An Islamic Jihad source told 
AFP the plan envisaged a 60-day 
ceasefire “during which 10 Israeli 
hostages would be released alive, 
along with a number of bodies”.

Out of 251 hostages taken dur-
ing Hamas’s October 2023 attack 
that triggered the war, 49 are still 
held in Gaza including 27 the Is-
raeli military says are dead.

The Islamic Jihad source said 
“the remaining captives would be 
released in a second phase”, with 
negotiations for a broader settle-
ment to follow. They added that 
“all factions are supportive” of 
the Egyptian and Qatari proposal.

US President Donald Trump 
wrote on Truth Social: “We will 

only see the return of the remain-
ing hostages when Hamas is con-
fronted and destroyed!!!”

“The sooner this takes place, 
the better the chances of success 
will be.”

Last week, Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said Israel “will 
agree to an agreement in which all 
the hostages are released at once 
and according to our conditions 
for ending the war”.

Meanwhile, in a now familiar 
scene in Gaza, AFP footage from 
the southern city of Khan Yu-
nis showed crowds of mourners 
kneeling over the shrouded bod-
ies of their loved ones who were 
killed seeking aid the day before.

Palestinians gather to receive cooked meals from a food distribution center in the Nuseirat refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip

tents housing displaced Palestinians in Gaza City

Iran warns war with Israel 
could resume at any time

AFP | Tehran, Iran

A senior Iranian official 
warned Monday that war 

with Israel could erupt at any 
moment, describing the cur-
rent lull after June’s 12-day 
conflict as only a temporary 
halt.

“We must be prepared at 
every moment for confron-
tation; right now, we are not 
even in a ceasefire (agree-
ment); we are in a cessation 
of hostilities,” said First Vice 
President Mohammad Reza 
Aref.

The fighting in June saw Is-
rael bombard Iranian nuclear 
and military sites, as well as 
residential areas, killing more 

than 1,000 people, including 
senior commanders and nu-
clear scientists.

Iran retaliated with missile 
and drone strikes that killed 
dozens in Israel.

The United States an-
nounced a halt in fighting 
on June 24, two days after it 
joined the war by bombing 
Iranian nuclear facilities. But 
there was no agreement for-
malising the ceasefire, only 
an undeclared pause in hos-
tilities. On Sunday, Yahya Ra-
him Safavi, a military advis-
er to Iran’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, told 
Iranian media the country 
was “preparing plans for the 
worst-case scenario”.
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Amnesty says Israel deliberately 
starving Gaza’s Palestinians
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Rights group Amnesty In-
ternational on Monday ac-

cused Israel of enacting a “de-
liberate policy” of starvation 
in Gaza, as the United Nations 
and aid groups warn of famine 
in the Palestinian territory.

Israel, while heavily restrict-
ing aid allowed into the Gaza 
Strip, has repeatedly rejected 
claims of deliberate starvation 
in the 22-month-old war.

In a report citing testimo-
nies of displaced Palestinians 
and medical staff who treated 
malnourished children, Am-
nesty said that “Israel is carry-
ing out a deliberate campaign 
of starvation in the occupied 
Gaza Strip.”

The group accused Israel of 
“systematically destroying the 
health, well-being and social 
fabric of Palestinian life”.

“It is the intended outcome 
of plans and policies that Israel 
has designed and implement-
ed, over the past 22 months, to 
deliberately inflict on Palestin-
ians in Gaza conditions of life 
calculated to bring about their 
physical destruction -- which 
is part and parcel of Israel’s 
ongoing genocide against Pal-
estinians in Gaza,” Amnesty 
said.

The report is based 
on interviews con-
ducted in recent 
weeks  with  19 
displaced Gazans 

sheltering in three makeshift 
camps as well two medical 
staff in two hospitals in Gaza 
City.

Contacted by AFP, the Israeli 
military and foreign ministry 
did not immediately comment 
on Amnesty’s findings.

In a report issued last week, 
the Israeli defence ministry’s 
COGAT, a body overseeing civil 
affairs in the Palestinian terri-
tories, rejected claims of wide-
spread malnutrition in Gaza 
and disputed figures shared 
by the health ministry in the 
Hamas-run territory.

In April, Amnesty accused 
Israel of committing a “live-
streamed genocide” against 
Palestinians by forcibly dis-
placing Gazans and creating a 
humanitarian catastrophe in 
the besieged territory, claims 
that Israel dismissed at the 
time as “blatant lies”.

A man and young children push 
on a cart carrying a water tank 
at the Bureij camp for displaced 
Palestinians


