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The Myanmar junta 
rewards the Kremlin 

as one of the few govern-
ments willing to embrace 
it despite its brutality by 
agreeing to import Rus-
sian oil.

@KenRoth

The American peo-
ple deserve a gov-

ernment that protects 
hard-working families 
– not billionaires and 
special interests. That’s 
why @HouseDemocrats 
put #PeopleOverPolitics: 
lowering costs, creating 
better-paying jobs and 
building safer commu-
nities.

@SpeakerPelosi

We have the tools 
and the expertise 

to #EndPolio and prevent 
other deadly diseases 
through vaccination. But 
we need the funding and 
political commitment. 
So long as #polio exists 
anywhere, people every-
where remain at risk.

@DrTedros

The United States of 
America can be de-

fined by one word: pos-
sibilities. This week has 
shown us that there’s 
nothing we can’t get 
done.

@POTUS

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Russian spacewalk cut short by 
bad battery in cosmonaut suit
Reuters | Cape Canaveral

A Russian spacewalker had 
to rush back inside the In-

ternational Space Station on 
Wednesday when the battery 
voltage in his spacesuit sudden-
ly dropped.

Russian Mission Control 
ordered Oleg Artemyev, the 
station commander, to quickly 
return to the airlock so he could 

hook his suit to station power. 
The hatch remained open as 
his spacewalking partner, Denis 
Matveev, tidied up outside.

NASA said neither man was 
ever in any danger. Matveev, in 
fact, remained outside for an-
other hour or so, before he, too, 
was ordered to wrap it up. Mat-
veev’s suit was fine, but Russian 
Mission Control cut the space-
walk short since flight rules 

insist on the buddy system.
The cosmonauts managed to 

install cameras on the European 
Space Agency’s new robot arm 
before the trouble cropped up, 
barely two hours into a planned 
6 1/2-hour spacewalk.

“You know, the start was so 
excellent,” Matveev said as he 
made his way back inside, with 
some of the robot arm installa-
tion work left undone.

Hundreds evacuated as ‘frightening’ floods hit New Zealand
Reuters | London

Hundreds of families on 
New Zealand’s South Is-

land were forced to leave their 
homes yesterday after flooding 
caused a state of emergency to 
be declared in three regions.

A tropically fuelled storm has 
dumped more than 30 centime-
tres (11 inches) of rain on parts 
of the South Island, causing 
rivers to burst their banks. The 
extreme weather has also felled 
trees, blocking major roads.

A state of emergency was de-
clared Wednesday in Buller, 
on the west coast, and Nelson 
-- where 233 homes have been 
evacuated after a month’s worth 
of rain fell in just 15 hours.

The deluge turned Nelson’s 
main river, the Maitai, into a 
torrent -- flooding houses, ex-
posing pipes and leaving streets 
knee-deep in water.

The city’s mayor Rachel Re-
ese described the flash flooding 
as a “one-in-100-year event” as 
search and rescue teams, plus 
military personnel, helped peo-
ple on submerged streets.

She warned locals to treat all 
water as contaminated, because 
some sewers had broken.

Nelson resident Sam Lagrutta 

said the situation was “frighten-
ing” after police gave him just 
five minutes to leave his home.

“I literally just grabbed a car-
ry-on bag and filled it with my 
passport, wallet, and anything 
important I could find,” he told 
the New Zealand Herald.

A further 160 households 
along the South Island’s west 
coast were also asked to evac-
uate.

Buller has been hit by re-
peated flooding in the past few 
years.

Mayor Jamie Cleine said fre-
quent evacuations took a toll on 
a community bracing itself for 
more flooding.

Erdogan warns of ‘another 
Chernobyl’ after talks in Ukraine

Ukraine’s President urges United Nations to ensure the security of Europe’s largest nuclear power plant

• Turkish leader 
said discussed ways 
to end conflict

Reuters | Washington

Turkish leader Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan warned yester-
day of a nuclear disaster 

in Ukraine during his first face-
to-face talks with President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky since Russia’s 
invasion began, echoing pleas 
from the UN’s chief.

A flare up in fighting around 
Europe’s largest nuclear facility 
in Russian-controlled southern 
Ukraine has sparked urgent warn-
ings from world leaders and UN 
chief Antonio Guterres cautioned 
during talks with Erdogan that 
any damage to the plant would be 
akin to “suicide”.

“We are worried. We don’t want 
another Chernobyl,” Erdogan said 
during a press conference in the 
eastern city of Lviv, during which 
he also assured the Ukrainian 
leader that Ankara was a firm ally.

“While continuing our efforts 
to find a solution, we remain on 
the side of our Ukraine friends,” 
Erdogan said.

Guterres said he was “gravely 
concerned” about the situation at 
the plant and said it had to be de-
militarised, adding: “We must tell 
it like it is -- any potential damage 
to Zaporizhzhia is suicide”.

Erdogan, who has major ge-
opolitical rivalries with the 
Kremlin but maintains a close 
working relationship with Pres-

ident Vladimir Putin, met with 
the Russian leader less than two 
weeks ago in the Black Sea resort 
of Sochi.

The Turkish leader along with 
Guterres were key brokers of a 
deal inked in Istanbul last month 
allowing the resumption of grain 
exports from Ukraine after Rus-
sia’s invasion blocked essential 
global supplies.

Ahead of the press conference 
with Zelensky, Ukraine’s port au-

thority announced that the 25th 
cargo ship under the deal had de-
parted for Egypt carrying 33,000 
tonnes of grain.

Ukraine and Russia are two of 
the world’s biggest grain export-
ers and the halt in exports saw 
grain prices soar and fears rise of 
global food shortages, particularly 
in poor countries already experi-
encing shortfalls.

Guterres said during the meet-
ing with reporters that the sides 
hoped to intensify efforts to bol-
ster operations at three southern 
ports designated for exports un-
der the deal.

“We will do our best to scale 
up our operations to face... the 
coming winter,” the UN chief said, 
hailing the deal that saw a safe 
corridor established for cargo 
ships to exit Black Sea ports.

The success of the grain deal 
contrasts with failed peace talks 

early in the war and Zelensky 
yesterday ruled out peace with 
Russia unless it withdraws its 
troops from Ukraine.

He told reporters he was “very 
surprised” to hear from President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan that Rus-
sia was “ready for some kind of 
peace”, adding: “First they should 
leave our territory and then we’ll 
see”.

Fighting raged along the front 
yesterday.

In the war-scarred eastern re-
gion of Kharkiv, Russian strikes 
left several dead and dozens in-
jured.

The early morning bombard-
ments across the city of Kharkiv 
and nearby Krasnograd left at 
least six dead and 25 injured, just 
one day after Russian bombard-
ments killed 13 in the country’s 
second-largest urban centre.

The regional governor Oleg 
Synegubov posted images from 
the scene of one Kharkiv strike 
showing the smouldering remains 
of several burnt-out buildings and 
twisted wreckage of destroyed 

vehicles nearby.
“Kharkiv. 175 days of horror. 

Daily terror, missile strikes on res-
idential areas and civilians,” a sen-
ior presidential aide, Mykhaylo 
Podolyak, wrote on social media.

But fighting in recent weeks 
has focused around the southern 
region of Zaporizhzhia and the 
nuclear facility there, and Zelen-
sky has called on the UN to ensure 
security at the plant after direct 
talks with Guterres in Lviv.

“The UN must ensure the se-
curity of this strategic object, its 
demilitarisation and complete 
liberation from Russian troops,” 
he said, blaming Russia for “de-
liberate” attacks on the facility.

Russian forces took the Zapor-
izhzhia plant in southern Ukraine 
in March and uncertainty sur-
rounding it has fuelled fears of 
a nuclear incident, recalling the 
Chernobyl disaster in 1986.

Violent storm 
kills five on 
Corsica as 
island raises 
new alert

AFP | Washington

A violent and unexpect-
ed storm battered the 

French Mediterranean is-
land of Corsica yesterday, 
killing at least five people 
including a teenage girl, 
and meteorologists pre-
dicted more bad weather to  
come.

Hail,  heavy rain and 
winds peaking at 224 km 
per hour (140 mph) swept 
the island early in the day. 
Two of the victims were 
killed when trees fell in 
campsites.

“Storms formed at sea 
will affect large parts of 
the western Corsica coast 
throughout the night from 
Thursday to Friday,” Meteo 
France forecaster said.

Witnesses of the morn-
ing storm, which wrecked 
campsites, delayed trains 
and uprooted trees, said 
they had never seen any-
thing like it on the island.

“We have never seen 
such huge storms as this, 
you would think it was a 
tropical storm,” said Cedric 
Boell, manager of the res-
taurant Les Gones Corses in 
northern Corsica, who saw 
two pleasure boats tossed 
on to nearby rocks.
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recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

812,397 +97 9,273 +1 799,354 3,770

UAE 1,007,742 +703 2,341 +1 986,102 19,299

Kuwait 118,531 +813 721 +7 109,916 7,894

Oman 397,231 4,260 384,669 8,302

Qatar 421,532 681 415,462 5,389

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 95,065,403 1,064,207

2 India 44,298,864 527,206

3 France 34,299,686 153,427

4 Brazil 34,223,207 682,074

5 Germany 31,725,160 146,214

6 UK 23,460,787 187,018

7 S. Korea 21,861,296 25,813

8 Italy 21,581,917 174,447

9 Russia 19,000,055 383,362

10 Turkey 16,671,848 100,400

11 Japan 16,161,801 35,955

12 Spain 13,306,301 111,906

13 Vietnam 11,376,571 43,103

14 Australia 9,870,724 13,155
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News in brief 
 u Military-ruled 
Myanmar plans to import 
Russian gasoline and fuel 

oil to ease supply concerns and rising 
prices, a junta spokesperson said, the 
latest developing country to do so amid 
a global energy crisis. The Southeast Asian 
country has maintained friendly ties with 
Russia, even as both remain under a raft of 
sanctions from Western countries - Myanmar 
for a military coup that overthrew an elected 
government last year, and Russia for its 

invasion of Ukraine, which it calls a “special military operation”.

 u Foreign Secretary Liz 
Truss remains far ahead of 
leadership rival Rishi Sunak 
in the race to become Britain’s next prime minister, 
a YouGov poll for Sky News showed yesterday. The 
governing Conservative Party is voting by postal ballot 
to choose a new party leader after Boris Johnson said 
he would step down following a series of scandals. 
The winner will be announced on Sept. 5. Truss, who 
has consistently topped polls of Conservative Party 
members, has a 32 percentage point lead over Sunak among those who have 
decided to vote, the survey showed. Truss was on 66%, with Sunak on 34%.

 u Mali says France 
has violated its airspace 
and delivered arms to 

Islamist militants in an attempt to destabilise the 
West African country, the latest in a barrage of 
accusations that have marked the bitter end to 
their once close relations. In a letter to the head of 
the United Nations Security Council dated Monday, 
Mali’s foreign affairs minister, Abdoulaye Diop, said its 
airspace has been breached more than 50 times this 
year, mostly by French forces using drones, military 

helicopters and fighter jets. “These flagrant violations of Malian airspace were 
used by France to collect information for terrorist groups operating in the Sahel 
and to drop arms and ammunition to them,” the letter said. Mali provided no 
evidence to show that France had supplied arms to Islamist groups. France has 
spent a decade and billions of dollars to stamp out Islamist militants, some with 
links to al Qaeda and Islamic State, in its former colony.

 u The remains of 14 
firefighters who died 
combatting a major 
blaze at a Cuban fuel depot last week 
are too badly burned to be identified, a 
specialist said. In total, 16 firefighters were 
killed and 17 others hospitalized due to the 
massive fire in Matanzas, on Cuba’s northern 
coast. “Given that the remains found were 
subjected to high temperatures for a 
long time, it is not possible to apply DNA 
extraction,” Jorge Gonzalez Perez, president 
of the Cuban Society of Legal Medicine, told a press conference.

Myanmar to import 
Russian oil, military says

Mali accuses France of arming 
Islamist fighters in letter to UN

UK’s Liz Truss maintains big 
lead in leadership contest - poll

Cuba unable to identify remains 
of 14 firefighters after fuel plant blaze

At least 21 killed in Kabul mosque blast
AP | Kabul

A bombing at a mosque in 
the Afghan capital of Kabul 

during evening prayers killed 
at least 21 people, including a 
prominent cleric, and wounded 
at least 33 others, eyewitnesses 
and police said yesterday.

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
attack Wednesday night, the 
latest to strike the country 
in the year since the Taliban 
seized power. Several children 
were reported to be among the 
wounded.

The Islamic State group’s lo-
cal affiliate has stepped up at-
tacks targeting the Taliban and 
civilians since the former insur-
gents’ takeover last August as 
US and NATO troops were in the 
final stages of their withdrawal 
from the country. Last week, 
the extremists claimed respon-
sibility for killing a prominent 
Taliban cleric at his religious 
center in Kabul.

Khalid Zadran, the spokes-
man for Kabul’s Taliban police 
chief, gave the figures to The 
Associated Press for the bomb-
ing at the Siddiquiya mosque in 
the city’s Kher Khanna neigh-
borhood. An eyewitness told 
the AP the explosion was car-
ried out by a suicide bomber.

The slain cleric was Mullah 
Amir Mohammad Kabuli, the 
eyewitness said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to talk to 
the media.

Taliban spokesman Zabihul-
lah Mujahid condemned the 
explosion and vowed that the 
“perpetrators of such crimes 
will soon be brought to justice 
and will be punished.”

There were fears the casualty 
numbers could rise further. Yes-
terday morning, one witness to 
the blast who gave his name as 
Qyaamuddin told the AP he be-
lieved as many as 25 people may 
have been killed in the blast.

“It was evening prayer time, 
and I was attending the prayer 

with others, when the explo-
sion happened,” Qyaamuddin 
said. Some Afghans go by a sin-
gle name.

AP journalists could see the 
blue-roofed, Sunni mosque 
from a nearby hillside. The Tal-
iban parked police trucks and 
other vehicles at the mosque, 
while several men carried out 
one casket for a victim of the 
attack.

A US-led invasion toppled the 
previous Taliban government, 

which had hosted al-Qaida 
leader Osama bin Laden in Af-
ghanistan, following the Sept. 
11, 2001 terrorist attacks in the 
United States.

Since regaining power, the 
former insurgents have faced 
a crippling economic crisis as 
the international communi-
ty, which does not recognize 
the Taliban government, froze 
funding to the country. Yes-
terday, the Taliban hosted a 
gathering of 3,000 tribal elders, 
religious scholars and others 
in Kandahar, their state-run 
Bakhtar News Agency report-
ed. It wasn’t immediately clear 
what topics they planned to 
discuss.

Separately, the Taliban con-
firmed on Wednesday that they 
had captured and killed Mehdi 
Mujahid in western Herat prov-
ince as he was trying to cross 
the border into Iran.

Mujahid was a former Tali-

Mourners carry the body of a victim of a mosque bombing in Kabul

China’s drought could last until 
Sept as it races to protect harvests
Reuters | Shanghai

China warned that severe 
drought conditions along the 

Yangtze river could last well into 
September as local governments 
race to maintain power and find 
fresh water supplies to irrigate 
crops ahead of the autumn har-
vest.

A severe heatwave across the 
basin of China’s longest river, the 
Yangtze, caused by a larger than 
usual Western Pacific subtropical 
high, has now lasted more than 
two months, slashing hydropow-
er supplies and drying out large 

expanses of arable land.
In the sprawling southwestern 

region of Chongqing, where most 
of Yangtze’s Three Gorges res-
ervoir is located, the grid is now 
scrambling to secure electricity 
from other parts of the country as 
supplies to industrial consumers 
are rationed, state media report-
ed.

China’s State Grid also prom-
ised to do its utmost to dispatch 
power to neighbouring Sichuan 

province, which normally sup-
plies large amounts of surplus 
hydroelectricity to the eastern 
coast but is now imposing strict 
consumption controls.

Normal water flows in the re-
gion could still be months away, 
with rainfall expected to remain 
low until the end of this month 
and beyond, said Liu Zhiyu, an 
official at the Ministry of Water 
Resources, speaking at a briefing 
on Wednesday.

A view of the exposed riverbed of Yangtze river on a hot day in Chongqing, China
Roscosmos’ cosmonauts Oleg Artemyev and Denis Matveev are seen during 
their spacewalk on the International Space Station

A road is washed away in Nelson, New Zealand

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy, Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan and 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres shake hands after a joint news conference 
following their meeting in Lviv

We are worried. We don’t 
want another Chernobyl. 

While continuing our 
efforts to find a solution, 
we remain on the side of 

our Ukraine friends
RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN

The facility must not 
be used as part of any 

military operation. 
Instead, agreement is 
urgently needed to re-

establish Zaporizhzhia’s 
purely civilian 

infrastructure and to 
ensure the safety of the 

area
ANTONIO GUTERRES

The murderers 
of civilians and 

perpetrators … will 
soon be punished for 

their crimes
TALIBAN GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN ZABI-

HULLAH MUJAHID
Despite the Taliban’s 
assertion that they 

have brought security 
to the nation, Afghan-
istan has seen regular 

attacks by armed 
groups, many of them 

claimed by an ISIL 
affiliate known as the 
Islamic State in Kho-
rasan Province, ISKP 

(ISIS-K), in recent 
months

KNOW WHAT

It is expected that in 
September, water inflows 

in the middle and lower 
reaches of the Yangtze 

will still be low, and the 
drought in Anhui, Hubei, 
Hunan and Jiangxi could 

develop further
LIU ZHIYU, AN OFFICIAL AT THE MINISTRY OF 

WATER RESOURCES

The cosmonauts man-
aged to install cam-

eras on the European 
Space Agency’s new 

robot arm before the 
trouble cropped up, 

barely two hours into 
a planned 6 1/2-hour 

spacewalk
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The Turkish leader 
along with Guterres 

were key brokers of a 
deal inked in Istanbul 

last month allowing the 
resumption of grain 

exports from Ukraine 
after Russia’s invasion 
blocked essential glob-

al supplies

KNOW WHAT

Rescue workers at a campground 
in Coggia, Corsica

Nelson city on the 
South Island had re-

ceived 106 millimetres 
of rain since midday 

on Tuesday - well 
above its average 

rainfall for the whole 
of August of 80 milli-

metres

KNOW WHAT

43 BC 1839 1988 2010
Octavian, later known as Au-
gustus, compels the Roman 
Senate to elect him Consul

Details of Louis Daguerre’s 1st 
practical photographic process 
are released in Paris

Iran and Iraq begin a cease-
fire in their 8-year-old war

Operation Iraqi Freedom ends, 
with the last of the United 
States brigade combat teams 
crossing the border to Kuwait


