
Sweida clashes renew in Syria
Fighting escalates as Bedouin tribes clash with Druze militants

• Army withdrew 
after Israeli strikes, 
diplomatic pressure

• UN calls for 
independent 
investigation into killings

• Israel sends $600K 
in aid to Druze

AFP | Walgha

Armed tribes  clashed 
with Druze fighters in 
the community’s Sweida 

heartland yesterday, a day after 
the army withdrew under Israeli 
bombardment and diplomatic 
pressure.

The United Nations called for 
an end to the “bloodshed” and 
demanded an “independent” 
investigation of the violence, 
which has claimed nearly 600 
lives since Sunday, according to 
the Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights.

Interim President Ahmed 
al-Sharaa ordered government 
forces to pull out, saying that me-
diation by the United States and 
others had helped avert a “large-
scale escalation” with Israel.

Tribal reinforcements from 
across Syria gathered in villag-
es around Sweida yesterday to 
reinforce local Bedouin, whose 
longstanding enmity towards the 
Druze erupted into violence last 
weekend.

Anas al-Enad, a tribal chief 
from the central city of Hama, 
said he and his men had made 
the journey to the village of 
Walgha, northwest of Sweida, 
because “the Bedouin called for 
our help and we came to support 
them”.

Homes and shops burned in 
the village, now under the con-
trol of the Bedouin and their 
allies.

The Britain-based Observatory 
said “the deployment of tribal 
fighters to Sweida province was 

facilitated by government forc-
es, because government forces 
are unable to deploy to Sweida 
under the terms of the security 
agreement with Israel”.

 Israel sends aid for Druze 
Israel, which bombed the Syri-

an army in Sweida and Damascus 
earlier this week to put pressure 
on the government to withdraw, 
said yesterday that it was sending 
aid to the Druze community in 
Sweida.

“In light of the recent attacks 
targeting the Druze commu-
nity in Sweida and the severe 
humanitarian situation in the 
area, Foreign Minister Gideon 
Saar has ordered the urgent 
transfer of humanitarian aid 
to the Druze population in the 
region,” the foreign ministry  
said.

The two million shekel (nearly 
$600,000) package includes food 
parcels and medical supplies, the 
ministry said.

A ceasefire was supposed to 
take effect on Thursday, but 
Sharaa’s office accused Druze 
fighters of violating it.

Sweida has been heavily dam-
aged in the fighting and its main-
ly Druze inhabitants have been 
deprived of mains water and 
electricity, while communication 
lines have been cut.

The UN Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs said that nearly 2,000 fam-
ilies had been forced from their 

homes in Sweida province.
Rayan Maarouf, editor-in-chief 

of local news outlet Suwayda 24, 
said the humanitarian situation 
was “catastrophic”.

“We cannot find milk for chil-
dren,” he said.

UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Volker Turk 
called for an end to the blood-
shed, saying “the protection of 
all people must be the utmost 
priority”.

He demanded “independent, 
prompt and transparent investi-
gations into all violations” add-
ing that “those responsible must 
be held to account”.

The latest violence erupted on 
Sunday after the kidnapping of 
a Druze vegetable merchant by 
local Bedouin triggered tit-for-
tat abductions, the Britain-based 
Observatory said.

The government sent in the 
army, promising to put a halt 
to the fighting, but witnesses 
and the Observatory said the 
troops sided with the Bedouin 
and committed many abuses, 
against Druze civilians as well as  
fighters.
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Working together 
with Germany, we 

are coming for criminal 
smuggling gangs to secure 
Britain’s borders.

@Keir_Starmer

“It always seems impos-
sible until it’s done.” 

Nelson Mandela’s words 
have stayed with me for 
decades — a source of 
strength in the face of 
challenge, and a call to 
defy cynicism and indif-
ference. For the SDGs. For 
people. For planet. #Nels-
onMandelaDay

@AminaJMohammed

I welcome the agreement 
reached by @EUCoun-

cil on the 18th package of 
sanctions against Russia. 
We are keeping the pres-
sure on Russia to cripple 
its ability to wage war 
against Ukraine. Our sup-
port for a just and lasting 
peace in Ukraine is unwa-
vering.

@eucopresident

Ne l s o n  M a n d e l a 
showed how one 

person can transform op-
pression, struggle & sub-
jugation into reconcilia-
tion, social justice & unity. 
Change starts not in cap-
itals, but in communities. 
On #MandelaDay, let’s re-
member that the power to 
end poverty & inequality 
is in all our hands.

@antonioguterres
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by columnists are personal and 
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News in brief 
 u The United 
States on Thursday 
designated as terrorists 

a shadowy group that claimed an April 
attack in Kashmir, which triggered 
Indian strikes on Pakistani territory. 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio described 
The Resistance Front as a “front and 
proxy” of Lashkar-e-Taiba, a UN-designated 
terrorist group based in Pakistan. The 
terrorist designation “demonstrates the 

Trump administration’s commitment to protecting our national security interests, 
countering terrorism, and enforcing President (Donald) Trump’s call for justice for 
the Pahalgam attack,” Rubio said in a statement.

 u A new Japanese defense 
policy white paper showed the 
country was seeking to be a 
major military power, North Korean 
state media reported a foreign ministry 
official as saying yesterday, who 
justified Pyongyang’s nuclear program 
on that basis. The policy section chief of 
the Institute for Japan Studies under the 
foreign ministry described the Japanese 
defense white paper, approved this week, as 
“a war scenario for realizing its ambition for reinvasion from A to Z,” the Korean 
Central News Agency said. The white paper was approved by the cabinet of Prime 
Minister Shigeru Ishiba on Tuesday.

US designates group that 
claimed Kashmir attack as terrorists

N. Korea says Japan 
seeking to be a ‘military giant’

The fighting in Swei-
da—triggered by the 

kidnapping of a Druze 
merchant—has forced 
nearly 2,000 families 
to flee, left the city’s 
streets eerily desert-
ed, and drawn rare 

cross-border Israeli aid 
to the embattled Druze
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Astronomer Johannes Kepler has an 
epiphany and develops his theory of 
the geometrical basis of the universe 
while teaching in Graz, Austria

Steamship SS Great Britain is launched, designed 
by Isambard Kingdom Brunel, it is the first ocean-
going craft with an iron hull or screw propeller 
and the largest vessel afloat in the world

First US women’s rights 
convention held in Seneca Falls, 
NY, organized by Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott

British PM 
Winston Churchill 
launches his “V for 
Victory” campaign

Bahrain needs advanced 
climate technology 

KOTA SRIRAJ

Conventional methods of 
fighting climate change 
are now unable to yield 

satisfactory results and keep 
a check on the deteriorating 
environment. The need to 
combine climate technologies 
with conventional methods 
to tackle climate change is in-
creasingly being seen as the 
latest strategy to safeguard 
nature and protect mankind 
from the vagaries of worsening 
climate conditions. Climate 
technologies are innovative 
solutions designed to mitigate 
the effects of climate change. 
These techno-solutions are de-
signed for a variety of  sectors 
such as renewable energy, en-
ergy efficiency, carbon capture, 
sustainable agriculture, and 
transportation. Implementa-
tion of these technologies has 
paid rich dividends to nations 
around the world in combating 
climate change. 

Bahrain has been at the 
forefront of fighting climate 
change thanks to its advanced 
initiatives to protect the envi-
ronment. In the field of climate 
technologies implementation 
too Bahrain has taken an ac-
tive lead. As a part of this, The 
Supreme Council for Environ-
ment (SCE) is actively involved 
in various projects and cam-
paigns, including a Technol-
ogy Needs Assessment (TNA) 
exercise to implement climate 
technologies. TNA is a critical 
component of Bahrain’s broad-
er climate strategy to reduce 
its greenhouse gas emissions 
by 30% by 2035 and achieve 
net-zero emissions by 2060, 
this in turn can help Bahrain 
achieve its national climate 
goals.

TNA however must be fol-
lowed by a robust technology 
intervention strategy that is ca-
pable of offsetting adverse cli-
mate change impacts of pres-

ent and future as well. In this 
regard, Bahrain must acceler-
ate its technology innovation 
quotient and adopt out of the 
box scientific advancements 
to handle present day climate 
challenges. For instance, ce-
ment is the main ingredient 
for concrete and is responsible 
for 5% of global greenhouse 
gas emissions. Due to bur-
geoning construction sector, 
cement production and usage 
is skyrocketing in Bahrain and 
therefore provides an apt op-
portunity to apply technology 
to rein in its carbon footprint 
by decarbonising it production. 

Traditional cement produc-
tion requires heating limestone 
to 1450 degrees centigrade us-
ing fossil fuels, moreover lime-
stone further produces Co2 
emissions when undergoing 
chemical reaction. But now a 
new technology using a rare 
strain of bacteria is helping 
produce biocement that is or-
ganically produced. Similarly, 
cutting edge technology is be-
ing utilised to boost the ocean’s 
natural ability to absorb Co2 
by using artificial intelligence 
(AI) engineered particles that 
control phytoplankton growth, 
this helps quickly sink Co2 to 
the ocean floor, thereby se-
questering the same for thou-
sands of years. 

In the current scenario Bah-
rain must source cutting edge 
technologies from across the 
world and implement the same 
in order to overcome climate 
related challenges. This alone 
can help effectively mitigate 
the harmful effects of climate 
change.

(The views and opinions 
expressed in this article are 
those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the of-
ficial policy or position of the 
Daily Tribune)

Church leaders visit bombed Gaza parish
Top Holy Land clerics visit Gaza church after deadly Israeli strike draws global outcry

• Leaders deliver 
food, medical supplies

• Visit follows Israeli 
strike killing 3 at 
Catholic church

• Pope Leo XIV 
condemns “needless 
slaughter”

AFP | Gaza City

Two of the most senior Chris-
tian leaders in Jerusalem 

made a rare visit to Gaza yes-
terday, a day after Israeli fire 
killed three at the Palestinian 
territory’s only Catholic church, 
provoking international condem-
nation.

The Roman Catholic Latin Pa-
triarch of Jerusalem, Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa, and his Greek Or-
thodox counterpart, Theophilos 
III, greeted local Christians and 
toured the Holy Family Church 
in Gaza City.

Both men, in full black clerical 
robes in the searing heat, arrived 
in two battered people carriers, 
one with the yellow, white and 
cross-keys flag of the Vatican 
fluttering from the front window, 
before heading inside.

They also said prayers and lit 
candles at the Greek Orthodox 

Saint Porphyrius Church, in a 
visit the Greek Orthodox Jeru-
salem Patriarchate called a “pow-
erful expression” of church unity 
and solidarity.

Israel strictly controls access 
to the territory, where the civil 
defence agency yesterday re-
ported that further Israeli strikes 
killed at least 25 Palestinians, 
including a family of five in their 
own home.

Local people used their bare 
hands to pick through the de-
bris in the southern city of Khan 
Yunis in a desperate search for 
survivors.

“Entire families are buried un-
der the rubble,” Louai Abu Sahl-
oul, a relative of the victims, told 
AFP, adding that the relentless 
wave of strikes was taking its toll.

“People are like walking dead, 
tired of hunger, pain and de-

struction everywhere in Gaza,” 
he said.

Asked about the strike, the Is-
raeli military told AFP it “struck 
a terror infrastructure site be-
longing to Hamas in the Khan 
Yunis area” and had taken steps 
to mitigate the risk to civilians.

 ‘Stop the needless slaughter’ 
The Latin Patriarchate of 

Jerusalem and the Jerusalem 

Patriarchate said aid agencies 
helped facilitate the visit, which 
also involved the delivery of food 
supplies and emergency medical 
equipment.

Pope Leo XIV, the leader of 
the Catholic Church, said he was 
“deeply saddened” by Thursday’s 
strike on the church, where hun-
dreds of displaced people were 
sheltering, including children 
and those with special needs.

His predecessor, Pope Fran-
cis, kept in regular contact with 
parish priest Father Gabriel Ro-
manelli and repeatedly called for 
an end to the Gaza war.

Romanelli was one of 10 people 
injured and was seen with band-
ages on his leg.

The church targeted in 
the Israeli strike was 

sheltering children and 
people with special 
needs—one of the 

injured was the parish 
priest, bandaged and 

still present during the 
patriarchs’ visit

KNOW WHAT

Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos III (C), Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem Pierbattista Pizzaballa (CR) and a 
delegation of top Christian clerics visit the Arab Ahli (Baptist) Hospital in Gaza City

Trump seeks Epstein files release
President demands unsealing of Epstein case records while denying WSJ’s 2003 letter claims

• DOJ to request 
grand jury unsealing

• Trump denies 
WSJ’s Epstein letter

• Threatens lawsuit 
against Murdoch

AFP | Washington

President Donald Trump 
attempted yesterday to 
control the storm triggered 

by a bombshell report on his 
friendship with Jeffrey Epstein, 
ordering the Justice Department 
to seek the release of testimony 
from the prosecution of the late, 
alleged sex-trafficker-to-the-fa-
mous.

Trump also vowed to sue “the 
ass off” The Wall Street Journal 
and its owner Rupert Murdoch 
after the newspaper said that in 
2003 the future president wrote 
a raunchy letter to Epstein, re-
ferring to their shared “secret.”

“I look forward to getting Ru-
pert Murdoch to testify in my 
lawsuit against him and his ‘pile 
of garbage’ newspaper, the WSJ. 
That will be an interesting ex-
perience!!!” Trump wrote on his 
Truth Social platform.

Attorney General Pam Bon-
di said the Justice Department 
would ask a court to unseal grand 
jury testimony from the case 

against Epstein, apparently in 
hopes of dampening fury among 
many of Trump’s most loyal sup-
porters over what they see as a 
White House cover-up.

Epstein, a financier, was found 
hanging dead in his cell in New 
York in 2019 while awaiting trial 
on charges that sexually exploit-
ed dozens of underage girls at his 
homes in New York and Florida.

The case sparked conspira-
cy theories, especially among 
Trump’s far-right voters, about 
an alleged international cabal 
of wealthy pedophiles. Epstein’s 

death -- declared a suicide -- 
before he could face trial su-
per-charged the narrative.

When Trump returned to pow-
er for a second term this Janu-
ary, his supporters clamored for 
revelations about Epstein’s sup-
posed list of clients. But Bondi 
issued an official memo in July 
declaring that there was no such  
list.

The discontent in Trump’s 
MAGA, or Make America Great 
Again, base poses a rare chal-
lenge to the 79-year-old Repub-
lican’s control of the political 

narrative in America.
It remained unclear whether 

a court would authorize the un-
sealing of what is usually highly 
secret grand jury testimony.

Even if such material were 
made public, it was also unclear 
whether it would shed much, if 
any, light on the main questions 
raised in the conspiracy theories 
-- particularly the existence and 
possible contents of an Epstein 
client list.

 Naked woman and signature 
Trump was friends with Ep-

stein and the two were photo-
graphed and videoed together at 
parties over the years, although 
there has never been evidence 
shown of wrongdoing.

The Wall Street Journal arti-
cle published late Thursday was 
damaging because it indicated a 
shared interest in sex.

The Journal reported that 
Trump had wished Epstein a 
happy 50th birthday in 2003 
with a letter featuring a hand-
drawn naked woman and refer-
ring to their “secrets.” The letter 
was reportedly among a slew of 
well-wishes from other rich and 
well-known figures for a birth-
day album.

A furious Trump said on Truth 
Social that the purported letter 
was a “Scam” and “Fake.”

The letter in question 
reportedly includes 

Trump’s signature as 
part of a naked sketch 

and ends with the 
line, “Happy Birthday 
– and may every day 

be another wonderful 
secret”

KNOW WHAT

People holds signs calling for the release of files regarding late sex offender Jeffrey Epstein participate in a protest as part of 
the ‘Good Trouble Lives On’ national day of action against the administration of US President Donald Trump in Houston, TX

Fighters from Bedouin tribes gather near a burning building in al-Mazraa village, in Syria’s southern Sweida governorate, as 
clashes with Druze gunmen continue

Trump diagnosed with vein issue after leg swelling and hand bruising
AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
has been diagnosed with a 

common, benign vein condition, 
the White House said, follow-
ing speculation about his heav-
ily bruised hand and swollen  
legs.

The 79-year-old, who in Jan-
uary became the oldest person 
ever to assume the presidency, 
was found to have “chronic ve-
nous insufficiency,” Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt told re-
porters.

The widely noted discolor-
ation on Trump’s right hand, 
meanwhile, was “tissue irrita-
tion from frequent handshaking” 
and the use of aspirin as part of 
a standard cardiovascular treat-
ment, she said.

Presidential physician Sean 
Barbabella said Trump “remains 
in excellent health” despite the 
condition, in a letter released by 
the White House.

The Republican frequently 

boasts of his good health and 
energy levels while the admin-
istration recently even posted 
an image depicting him as Su-
perman.

Trump has alleged that Demo-
crats covered up the mental and 
physical decline of his predeces-
sor, Joe Biden, who was 82 when 
he left office in January.

Now Trump, who said after 
undergoing a routine medical 
check-up that he was in “very 
good shape,” has been forced to 
answer questions about his own 
health.

Leavitt’s revelations follow 
widespread online discussions 
about the president’s visibly 
swollen ankles, seen in particu-

lar at the recent FIFA Club World 
Cup final in New Jersey, and a 
bruised hand that often appeared 
to be covered with make-up.

“In recent weeks, President 
Trump noted mild swelling in his 
lower legs,” Leavitt said, adding 
that he was examined by White 
House doctors “out of an abun-
dance of caution.”

Ultrasound tests “revealed 
chronic venous insufficiency, a 
benign and common condition, 
particularly in individuals over 
the age of 70.”

The condition involves dam-
aged leg veins that fail to keep 
blood flowing properly.

Leavitt said Trump had asked 
her to share the diagnosis “in the 
effort of transparency.”

Dr. Matt Heinz, an internist 
and hospitalist from Tucson, 
Arizona, told AFP that chronic 
venous insufficiency is “pret-
ty common,” especially in older 
adults. It results from vein valves 
becoming less effective.

US President Donald Trump’s right hand is seen as he speaks to the press


