
Ukraine sets Moscow refinery 
ablaze in biggest attack in years

Zelensky calls strikes a justified response to attacks on Kyiv

• Moscow targeted 
by drone swarm

• Refinery and 
buildings hit

• Airports temporarily 
shut down

• Seventeen people 
reportedly wounded

AFP | Moscow

Uk r a i n e  y e s t e r d a y 
launched its  largest 
drone attack on Moscow 

in years, sparking fires in and 
around the capital, hitting a ma-
jor oil refinery and forcing evac-
uations at the country’s largest 
airport, officials said.

At least 17 people were wound-
ed in the strikes, which also set a 
shopping centre and apartment 

building ablaze, according to au-
thorities.

AFP reporters saw large col-
umns of black smoke spreading 
over the capital’s southern sky-
line in dramatic scenes, while 
drops of rain mixed with soot fell 
from the sky.

The attack came as Russian 
President Vladimir Putin hosted 
Southeast Asian leaders at a sum-
mit in the central city of Kazan, 
about 700 kilometres (435 miles) 
east of Moscow.

Putin did not comment on the 
strikes as he spoke at the summit. 

Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelensky 
said they were an “absolutely jus-
tified response” to deadly strikes 
on Kyiv -- including an attack 
earlier this week on a landmark 
cathedral and a UNESCO-protect-
ed 11th-century monastery.

He wanted Russians to blame 
Putin for the consequences of 
Europe’s worst war since WWII.

“The main thing is that the 
people of Russia begin to feel that 
it is one man, Putin, who is wag-

ing this war, while ordinary peo-
ple pay the price for everything,” 
Zelensky told reporters, includ-
ing AFP. 

Moscow has hit Ukraine with 
daily barrages of missiles and 
drones. Kyiv said yesterday that 
one person was killed and nine 
others were wounded in a Rus-
sian attack on the city of Dnipro. 

Airport closures
It was the second time this 

month that Kyiv launched a ma-
jor attack during an international 
summit, after striking Saint Pe-
tersburg at the start of a land-
mark economic forum near the 
city.

All of Moscow’s airports were 
shut for hours, leading to hun-
dreds of flight delays.

The country ’s  busiest  -- 
Sheremetyevo -- announced 
it had evacuated passengers 
to “safe locations” during the 
barrage, before it re-opened 
at  around 11:00 am (0800  
GMT).

Konstantin, a pedestrian in a 
Moscow park, told AFP he had 
“never seen anything like it”.

Valentina, a 29-year-old man-
ager walking with her daughter 
in front of the giant column of 
black smoke, said she was woken 
up by the noise.

“It’s really scary,” she told AFP.
Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobya-

nin said that “several drones” had 
reached the Moscow oil refinery, 

without specifying damage to the 
facility.

Authorities announced they 
had closed traffic on streets near-
by.

Another drone crashed into 
an apartment building, while 
drone debris sparked a fire at a 
shopping centre near the capi-
tal’s suburbs.

One social media video showed 
smoke pouring from the upper 
floors of an apartment block, 
while a woman behind the cam-
era could be heard weeping in 
distress.

 ‘Long-range sanctions’ 
Russian air defences shot down 

around 180 drones on approach 
to Moscow, Sobyanin said, while 
the defence ministry reported it 
had intercepted more than 500 
Ukrainian drones across the en-
tire country overnight.

A separate Ukrainian drone 
strike on Russia’s southern Ros-
tov region killed one person, the 
region’s governor said.

Trump defends Iran deal 
from critics he calls ‘fools’

US and Iranian presidents separately sign landmark accord to end the Middle East war

• Hormuz reopening 
moves ahead

• Oil prices 
drop sharply

• Sixty-day talks begin

• Critics question 
concessions made

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
lashed out at critics of his 
agreement with Iran yes-

terday, calling those who accused 
him of offering concessions to 
end the war “fools”, ahead of 
negotiations in Switzerland on 
implementing the deal.

Oil prices tumbled after Trump 
and his Iranian counterpart sep-
arately signed their accord to 
end the Middle East war, with 
the Strait of Hormuz to reopen 
but two months of negotiations 
lying ahead.

In a sudden development after 
uncertainty over when the deal 
agreed earlier this week would 
be formally signed, Trump put 
his name to it in thick black ink 
at a candlelit dinner with French 
President Emmanuel Macron at 
the Palace of Versailles outside 
Paris on Wednesday.

Macron -- for whom the sign-
ing at the palace, which hosted 
the signing of the treaty that end-
ed World War I, was an immense 
coup following his hosting of the 
G7 summit -- shouted “bravo” as 
Trump signed.

“These fools, who think I hav-

en’t been tough enough on Iran, 
when the Stock Market Just Hit 
A RECORD HIGH, and Oil prices 
are ‘tumbling’ down, are either 
jealous, bad people, or stupid,” 
Trump posted on social media 
hours after signing the deal.

Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian also signed the agree-
ment, Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said, 
adding that “now it is time to 

test the implementation of the 
agreement”.

Crude fell more than three per-
cent yesterday, extending the 
losses sustained since news of 
the deal broke at the weekend.

 ‘Allows for peace’ 
The deal should bring an end 

to the current US-Israeli conflict 
with the Islamic republic, which 
saw five weeks of all-out war 

until a ceasefire early April and 
led to shipping being greatly re-
stricted in the Strait of Hormuz, 
causing a spike in energy prices. 

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
of Pakistan, which helped medi-
ate the agreement, said it “shall 
enter into force with immediate 
effect” and Iran “will instantly 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz”. He 
also signed the accord.

A two-month negotiating pe-
riod now begins with all eyes on 
the reopening of Hormuz and 
if progress can be made in talks 
over Iran’s nuclear programme, 
which Washington has long 
suspected of concealing secret 
bomb-making ambitions.

Macron hailed the deal “which 
allows for peace, the reopening 
of the Strait of Hormuz without 
tolls, and 60 days to conclude an 
agreement on nuclear, ballistic, 

and regional activities”.
There remained confusion 

over the next steps, with the 
accord originally supposed to 
have been signed at an exclusive 
mountain-top resort in Switzer-
land on Friday by Iran’s chief 
negotiator and parliament speak-
er, Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, 
and US Vice President JD Vance.

Baqaei said an in-person cere-
mony was no longer needed. But 
Sharif said an official ceremony 
will take place on Friday in Swit-
zerland and technical talks will 
commence.

Under the text, Washington 
commits to immediately waive 
oil sanctions crippling Iran’s 
economy.

And, once a final agreement is 
reached on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, the United States will 
also facilitate the release of a 
$300 billion reconstruction fund 
supported by regional nations, 
the deal says.

UN atomic agency chief Rafael 
Grossi told reporters in Geneva 
it was ready to begin defining 
the “concrete steps” that will 
need to be taken to implement a 
US-Iran deal.

US officials also said Iran will 
dilute its enriched uranium 
stocks, possibly by “down-blend-
ing on site” under the supervi-
sion of the UN watchdog.

Iran’s ballistic missile pro-
gramme was not mentioned in 
the agreement, despite Israel’s 
longstanding push for its dis-
mantling.

“Iranian missiles are only for 
firing, not for negotiations. Iran’s 
defence capability will not be 
discussed in any way, in any pro-
cess or with any party,” Baqaei 
said. 

The attack came while 
Vladimir Putin hosted 

Southeast Asian 
leaders at an ASEAN 

summit in Kazan, 700 
km east of Moscow
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Over the next two days, 
leaders will tackle the 

key issues facing Europe 
#EUCO

@eucopresident

It was great reconnect-
ing with our alumni to-

night! Michelle and I will 
always be grateful for the 
chance to work side-by-
side with so many bril-
liant, selfless people who 
believed in something big-
ger than themselves.

@BarackObama

 

The resources exist. 
The world has choic-

es. Humanitarians are not 
going to retreat, whatev-
er the challenges. Is help 
coming?

@UNReliefChief

Haiti is more than its 
trials. It’s a nation of 

creative youth & engaged 
diaspora, with a culture 
that shines far beyond its 
borders. I’m convinced 
with adequate interna-
tional support the people 
of Haiti will be able to free 
themselves from gang vio-
lence, reclaim their secu-
rity & institutions & their 
future. The @UN & I will 
be by their side until then.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Israel FM 
says cutting 
contact 
with EU top 
diplomat over 
‘apartheid’ 
remarks
AFP | Jerusalem

Israel’s foreign minister 
said yesterday that he 

was severing all contact 
with the European Un-
ion’s top diplomat Kaja 
Kallas over reported re-
marks in which she al-
legedly compared Israel 
to the apartheid regime 
that once ruled South 
Africa.

Diplomatic relations 
between Israel and the 
EU have come under 
heavy strain since the 
Gaza war erupted in 
October 2023, as well as 
over violence by Israeli 
settlers in the occupied 
West Bank.

Yesterday, Gideon Saar 
accused EU foreign poli-
cy chief Kallas of “acting 
obsessively and with bla-
tant unfairness” towards 
Israel.

“Recently, it was pub-
lished that during her 
visit to Mexico, she com-
pared Israel to the racist 
apartheid regime that 
existed in South Africa,” 
Saar wrote on X.

Modi reports US-India trade progress
AFP | New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said there had 

been “significant progress” in 
long-running talks with Wash-
ington for a trade deal, accord-
ing to a statement issued yes-
terday after his meeting with 
President Donald Trump.

The leaders met on the side-
lines of the G7 summit in Evian 
in France on Wednesday, their 
first face-to-face talks since Feb-
ruary 2025 in Washington.

“The leaders noted with 
particular satisfaction the sig-
nificant progress made in ne-
gotiations towards an interim 
Bilateral Trade Agreement”, a 
readout of the meeting from In-
dia’s foreign ministry read.

Asked if the US and India are 
close to a trade deal, Trump 
told reporters in Evian that they 
were “very close”.

“He’s a very tough negotiator, 
one of the toughest, actually. So 

you look at this man, I’ll give you 
a lesson,” said the US president.

“He’s the most beautiful look-
ing man. He looks so nice. He’s 
like an angel, but actually he’s 
a killer.”

The Indian statement said the 
leaders had ordered officials to 
work towards striking a “com-
mercially meaningful agreement 

at the earliest”.
US Trade Representative 

Jamieson Greer will visit India 
next week for the latest round 
of talks.

Washington and New Delhi 
have set a target of boosting bi-
lateral trade to $500 billion by 
2030, holding multiple rounds 
of negotiations in a bid to re-

solve market access and tariff 
disputes.

The two countries reached 
an initial understanding for the 
trade deal in February, but ne-
gotiations slowed after Trump’s 
sweeping tariff measures were 
struck down by the US Supreme 
Court.

After the court order, the 
Trump administration im-
p o s e d  a  b l a n ke t  1 0  p e r-
cent tariff  against several 
countries, including India. 
India’s Commerce Minister Pi-

yush Goyal said in early June 
that the countries were “about 
99 percent” done with the first 
tranche of a trade deal.

Modi also urged Trump to 
ensure the safety of Indian sea-
farers as part of the implemen-
tation of an Iran-US deal aimed 
at ending the Middle East war, 
after three Indian sailors were 
killed in a US strike on a com-
mercial vessel off Oman on June 
10.

The South Asian nation has 
been hard hit by the Middle East 
conflict, as energy supplies were 
throttled by Iran’s closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz, a crucial wa-
terway for oil and gas transport.

Modi on Wednesday warned 
that the impact of the war would 
take time to resolve.

“The disruptions in fuel, fer-
tiliser and food supply chains 
caused by the crisis... will con-
tinue to impact the Global South 
for a considerable period,” he 
said, according to a statement.

Talks on 
implementing 
US-Iran deal 
still planned 
in Switzerland 
Friday: Bern
AFP | Geneva

Switzerland confirmed 
yesterday that “initial 

negotiations” on imple-
menting a US-Iran memo-
randum of understanding 
on ending the Middle East 
war were planned to take 
place at a Swiss resort com-
plex on Friday.

“Currently, the plan re-
mains for the United States 
and Iran, along with the 
mediators Pakistan and 
Qatar and other involved 
countries, to meet tomor-
row at the Burgenstock 
for initial negotiations on 
the implementation of the 
agreement,” the Swiss for-
eign ministry said.

The announcement lifted 
a veil of uncertainty that 
had hung over the meeting 
at the Burgenstock luxury 
hotel complex near Lucerne 
in central Switzerland, ini-
tially announced on Tues-
day.

At the time, it had been 
billed as a signing ceremo-
ny of the memorandum 
of understanding agreed 
by the United States and 
Iran to end the regional 
war that erupted on Feb-
ruary 28 with US-Israeli  
strikes.

TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

1306 1829 1865 1991
The Earl of Pembroke’s 
army defeats Robert the 
Bruce’s Scottish army at 
the Battle of Methven

Robert Peel introduces the Metropolitan 
Police Act 1829 into Parliament to 
establish a unified police force for London, 
the city’s first modern police force

Union General Gordon Granger 
declares slaves free in Texas, now the 
date the end of slavery is celebrated 
across the US as Juneteenth

Colombian drug 
lord Pablo Escobar 
surrenders to 
police

A screengrab from videofootage shows US President Donald Trump (C) next to France’s President Emmanuel Macron (R), his 
wife Brigitte Macron (L), US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and France’s Foreign Affairs Minister Jean-Noel Barrot during 
the signing of a deal with Iran to end the Middle East war, inside Chateau de Versailles, in Versailles southwest of Paris 

Black smoke rises from the area of the Russian oil producer Gazprom Neft’s Moscow oil refinery

Hegseth blasts NATO allies, says US will review forces in Europe
AFP | Brussels

US Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth told NATO yester-

day the Pentagon will review its 
force presence in Europe within 
six months, as he lashed out at 
allies over defence spending and 
their response to the Iran war.

“This will be a real review. It 
will be designed to ensure that 
NATO is moving fast and irre-
versibly toward Europe leading, 
stepping up to take primary re-

sponsibility for the defence of 
Europe,” Hegseth told a meeting 
of NATO defence ministers in 
Brussels. 

“It’s a review that some coun-
tries will fail, and others will 
pass with flying colours.”

The Pentagon chief said the 
move was also aimed at ensur-
ing US “access, basing and over-
flight are clearly delineated and 
assured” after some European 
nations imposed restrictions on 
US forces during the Iran war. 

“It was shameful. These al-
lies, they put America’s sons and 
daughters, our sons and daugh-
ters, at risk,” he said. “There’s no 
excuse for that.”

The United States is piling on 
the pressure ahead of a NATO 
summit next month as it seeks 
to make sure that allies make 
good on a pledge made last year 
to massively ramp up defence 
spending. Hegseth said going 
forward that Washington paying 
its dues to cover NATO organisa-

tional running costs -- roughly 
some $790 million in 2026 -- 
would be “contingent” on allies 
reaching spending targets.

“Where other allies do not 
spend with urgency, our dues 
contributions will go down,” 
he said. 

The broadside from the US 
defence chief -- who had initial-
ly signalled a conciliatory tone 
-- will send a jolt through NATO 
allies concerned over US com-
mitment to defending Europe.US Secretary of Defence Pete Hegseth

US President Donald Trump (R) and India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (L) 
speak during a bilateral meeting as part of the G7 summit, in Evian, eastern 
France

$500b
is the bilateral trade target 

India and the United 
States aim to reach by 

2030

U.S. forces lifted the blockade on all maritime traffic entering 
and exiting Iranian ports and coastal areas, in accordance with the 
President’s direction. American forces are not impeding the transit 
of vessels to or from Iranian ports on the Arabian Gulf and Gulf of 
Oman. All U.S. military blockade enforcement efforts have ceased. 
Our great Naval Ships will remain in the general area to make sure 
that all aspects of the agreement are adhered to, obeyed and in full 

force and effect.


