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ahrain’s handball team
Bcontinued their strong

campaign at the fourth
GCC Games in Doha with a 36-25
victory over Saudi Arabia at Du-
hail Handball Hall, reinforcing
their reputation as one of the
tournament’s leading contend-
ers.

The reigning Asian champi-
ons, led by Swedish coach Rob-
ert Hedin, controlled the match
from the opening whistle and
never allowed their regional ri-
vals to settle, building on their
opening win against Kuwait.

Captain Hussain Al Sayyad set
the tone early with a 2-0 lead,
assisted by Mohammed Habib
Nasser, as Bahrain quickly im-
posed their rhythm on both ends
of the court. The early exchang-
es saw Bahrain’s structured at-
tack repeatedly break through
Saudi Arabia’s defence, with Mo-
hammed Habib Nasser adding
another key finish for 4-1.

The advantage continued to
grow as Ahmed Fadhel struck
for 9-3, before Salman Al Show-
aikh completed a well-worked
move to push the score to 17-10.
Bahrain’s fluid transitions and
disciplined defensive shape en-
sured they remained firmly in
control throughout the first half,
going into the break with a com-
fortable 19-11 lead.

After the restart, Bahrain
maintained their intensity and
extended their dominance
through fast breaks and effi-
cient attacking sequences. Jas-

i

Hussain Al Sayyad goes for goal against Saudi

sim Khamis added a goal for
21-13, Mohammed Habib Nas-
ser struck again for 24-16, and
Salman Al Showaikh produced
further finishing quality with
two more goals, including the

final strike to seal a 36-25 win.
Saudi Arabia managed a late
response, but Bahrain’s superi-
ority remained clear until the
final whistle confirmed another
convincing victory in Doha.

“We played a good match, we
were able to dominate from the
start,” said Mohammed Habib
Nasser. “In terms of our upcom-
ing match against Qatar, we’ll
have a look at the video clips
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Head coach Robert Hedin gives tactical instructions from the sideline

and try to improve our perfor-
mance.”

The win takes Bahrain to
four points in the competition,
strengthening their position
ahead of a key clash with hosts
Qatar at 4.30pm. It also marks
back-to-back victories follow-
ing their earlier success against
Kuwait. National football goal-
keeper Ebrahim Lutfalla was
among those in attendance,
supporting the team from the
stands.

Beyond handball, Bahrain’s
athletes were also in action
across several disciplines at the
Games in Doha.

Snooker at the Qatar Billiards
& Snooker Federation Hall saw
Bahrain’s men fall 3-1 to Oman,
marking a setback in their cam-
paign.

At the Aspire Dome, Bahrain’s

women claimed a 2-1 victory
over Qatar in padel, while the
men’s team also faced Qatar.

At Lusail Shooting Range,
Bahrain competed in both the
men’s and women’s trap events
(75 targets qualification).

The men’s team finished fifth
and last with 184 points. In the
men’s individual trap qualifica-
tion, Ismaeel Ghuloom placed
14th with 65 points, Saeed
Ali finished 17th with 62, and
Ahmed Aldhawaihi came 21st
with 57.

The women’s team finished
third and last with 171 points.
In the women’s individual trap
qualification, Maryam Sulaiti
placed 7th with 60 points, Mar-
wa Buarki and Fatema Nasralla
both finished 11th with 58 points,
while Samah Hejres came 13th
with 53.

Champions return home after GCC success

Bahrain athletics team celebrated after strong GCC performance

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s athletics and table
tennis teams were welcomed
back to the kingdom yesterday
after a strong showing at the 4th
GCC Games in Doha, where they
continued their impressive run
across multiple sports.
Officials from the Bahrain

Olympic Committee, including
Executive Director of Opera-
tions Ahmed Mohammed Ab-
dulghaffar and Dr. Moayyed Al
Alawi, received the athletes on
arrival. Both praised the team’s
performances and commitment,
and reaffirmed continued sup-
port for upcoming competitions.

Bahrain’s athletics team ac-

counted for most of the medals,
producing a series of dominant
displays and several podium
sweeps.

In one of the latest events,
Raihanah Garoubah won gold
in the women’s 200m in 23.23
seconds, ahead of teammate Ai-
sha Abdullah, who took silver.
Noora Jasim claimed gold in the

Bahrain table tennis team welcomed by Bahrain Olympic Committee

women’s shot put with a best
effort of 15.29m.

In the women’s 1,500m, Nelly
Korir secured gold in 4:22.56,
with teammate Tigest Mekonen
taking silver. Abdikani Hamid
won gold in the men’s 5,000m
in 14:54.95, followed by com-
patriot Dawit Fikadu in silver
position.

The women’s 4x400m relay
team — Zenab Mahamat, Aisha
Abdullah, Sufian Abdulghani,
and Kemi Adekoya — added an-
other gold in 3:34.29.

Bahrain also earned a bronze
in the men’s 200m through Ali
Haji, who clocked 20.80 sec-
onds.

In the latest table tennis ac-

tion, Ryan Emad secured bronze
in the women’s singles after a
3-2 win over compatriot Dana
Alkhayyat in the third-place
match.

With competition at the
Games running until May 22,
Bahrain are expected to remain
in medal contention in the re-
maining events.
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