
McGregor to make UFC return 
with Holloway rematch
AFP | London

Conor McGregor will return 
to the Ultimate Fighting 

Championship Octagon for the 
first time in five years when he 
takes on Max Holloway in a 
non-title rematch on July 11 in 
Las Vegas, UFC said.

Ireland’s McGregor, a former 
two-weightchampion and still 
one of UFC’s most famous and 
bankable fighters, hasn’t fought 
since suffering a broken leg in 
a loss to Dustin Poirier on July 
10, 2021.

July’s return at UFC 329 will 
be a rematch of his second UFC 
fight, in August of 2013, when 
McGregor beat Holloway in 
Boston despite suffering a torn 
knee ligament during the bout.

The 37-year-old Dubliner 
had withdrawn from a planned 
comeback fight in June of 2024 
with a toe injury.

McGregor has dealt with mul-
tiple issues outside the Octagon.

In 2024 he was found lia-
ble and ordered to pay around 
$250,000 damages to a wom-

an who accused him of rape in 
Ireland.

In December a woman who 
accused McGregor of sexually 
assaulting her at an NBA game 
in Miami dropped her civil 
lawsuit against him, author-
ities having already declined 

to pursue criminal charges. A 
month earlier, McGregor was 
suspended for 18 months af-
ter missing three drug tests in 
a 12-month period, escaping a 
longer ban after Combat Sports 
Anti-Doping said he cooperated 
with their investigation into the 

missed tests.
UFC announced the bout dur-

ing the first MMA promotion by 
YouTuber-turned-boxer Jake 
Paul’s Most Valuable Promo-
tions outfit, a card in Los Ange-
les highlighted by Ronda Rous-
ey’s return against Gina Carano.
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Mohamed Said Maalem 
eyes long-awaited crowning 
glory at BRAVE CF 106

Manama

For Mohamed “L’Ambiance” 
Said Maalem, the pursuit of 

BRAVE Combat Federation gold 
has been a journey filled with 
heartbreak, controversy, and 
unfinished business.

Now, on Saturday, June 6, the 
Algerian-Swiss powerhouse be-
lieves the stars may finally align 
in his favor as he challenges 
Bosnian rival Erko “The Boun-
ty Hunter” Jun for the BRAVE 
CF Light Heavyweight World 
Championship in the co-main 
event of BRAVE CF 106 at Hala 
Tivoli in Ljubljana, Slovenia.

 Said Maalem enters the high-
ly anticipated rematch carrying 
years of frustration and deter-
mination on his shoulders.

 Despite establishing himself 
as one of the most dangerous 
competitors in the division, the 
elusive BRAVE CF World Title 
has remained just beyond his 
grasp.

 “Since the beginning of my ca-
reer, I’ve always dreamed about 

becoming a World Champion,” 
Said Maalem stated. “That is 
what drives me every single day 
in training. I have sacrificed so 
much for this sport, and win-
ning the BRAVE CF belt would 
mean everything to me.”

 His closest brush with cham-
pionship success came at BRAVE 
CF 52 in August 2021, where he 
battled Mohammad “The Lat-
est” Fakhreddine for the vacant 
BRAVE CF Light Heavyweight 
World Title.

 At first, it appeared to be a 
flawless night for Said Maalem. 
Competing in Milan, Italy, he 
overwhelmed Fakhreddine and 
secured a first-round technical 
knockout victory before proudly 
leaving the arena with the pres-
tigious championship strapped 
over his shoulder.

  However, the celebration 
proved fleeting.

 Following a post-fight review, 
officials determined that illegal 
blows to the back of the head 
occurred during the finish.

 The promotion and the gov-
erning commission in Italy 

later overturned the result to 
a no-contest, abruptly erasing 
what was supposed to be Said 
Maalem’s crowning achieve-
ment.

When the two warriors met 
again at BRAVE CF 57 in March 
2022, Fakhreddine removed all 
doubt by stopping Said Maalem 
in the second round to claim the 
vacant championship and crush 
the Algerian-Swiss contender’s 
hopes once more.

 More than four years after 
that emotional rollercoaster 
began, Said Maalem has forced 
his way back into World Title 
contention and insists the stakes 
at BRAVE CF 106 have pushed his 
motivation to another level.

 “This fight means everything 
to me because of what is on the 
line,” he shared. “A World Ti-
tle opportunity does not come 
every day. I know exactly what 
this moment represents, and I 
am preparing to deliver the best 
performance of my career.”

 Standing across from him, 
however, is a familiar and dan-
gerous obstacle.

 Jun already owns a victory 
over Said Maalem after scoring 
a devastating knockout finish in 
their first meeting at BRAVE CF 
81 in April 2024.

 That defeat still lingers in 
the memory of “L’Ambiance,” 
adding another deeply person-
al layer to the championship 
encounter.

 For Said Maalem, BRAVE CF 
106 presents the ultimate op-
portunity to rewrite his story in 
spectacular fashion.

 Not only can he finally cap-
ture the championship that has 
narrowly escaped him for years, 
but he can also avenge one of 
the most painful losses of his 
career against the very man now 
sitting atop the throne.

 “I could not ask for a bigger 
challenge,” Said Maalem de-
clared. “I have the chance to 
take revenge against Erko Jun 
and finally win the BRAVE CF 
gold. That makes this fight even 
more special. On June 6, I plan 
to seize that moment and leave 
Ljubljana as the World Cham-
pion.”
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Action from Conor McGregor’s 2013 fight against Max Holloway


