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His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, received Dr Ji-
had Azour, the Director of the 
Middle East and Central Asia 
Department at the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), at Gudai-
biya Palace.

His Royal Highness affirmed 
that Bahrain’s commitment to 
economic diversification and 
openness has played a key role 
in advancing the Kingdom’s 
economic and financial de-
velopment, strengthening its 
position as a dynamic regional 
and international hub for these 
sectors.

HRH the Crown Prince and 

Prime Minister outlined that 
Bahrain continues to implement 
its development plans to pro-
mote sustainable growth and 
create quality opportunities, 

supporting the Kingdom’s wid-
er economic efforts and goals.

During the meeting, they also 
discussed mutual interests and 
the latest regional and interna-

tional economic developments. 
His Excellency Hamad bin Fais-
al Al Malki, Minister of Cabi-
net Affairs, also attended the 
meeting.
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His Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 

the Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister,  chaired the weekly Cabinet 
Meeting at Gudaibiya Palace.

The Cabinet welcomed the 
outcomes of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s meet-
ing with HE Lieutenant-General 
Abdel Fattah Al Burhan, Chair-
man of the Transitional Sover-
eignty Council of the Republic 
of the Sudan, during his visit to 
the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Marking the 45th anniversa-
ry of the establishment of the 
GCC-Council, the Cabinet ex-
tended its congratulations to HM

the King and GCC leaders. 
The Cabinet extended its 

wishes of success to students 
across all educational stages in 
their end-of-year examinations 
for the 2025–2026 academic 
year.

The Cabinet also commended 
the efforts of the defence, secu-
rity and all relevant authorities, 
which resulted in the comple-
tion of maintenance works and 
the containment of damages 
sustained by the Gulf Petro-

chemical Industries Company 
(GPIC) facility due to the hostile 
Iranian aggression.

The Cabinet also expressed its 
thanks to nearby residents for 
their cooperation.

The Cabinet condemned and 

denounced the blatant terrorist at-
tack targeting the security and sta-
bility of the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia using three drones launched 
from Iraqi airspace, as well as 
the terrorist drone attack against 
the United Arab Emirates, which 
caused a fire along the perimeter of 
the Barakah Nuclear Power Plant 
in the Al Dhafra region.

The Cabinet also condemned 
the terrorist plot linked to Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC), which sought to 
undermine the State of Kuwait’s 
security and stability through an 
unlawful maritime infiltration 
attempt via its territorial waters 
aimed at carrying out hostile 
acts against the country.
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His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, Honorary 

President of the Royal Human-
itarian Foundation (RHF), has 
directed the disbursement of 
the Eid al-Adha financial grant 
for 1447H (2026) to all families 
under the Foundation’s care.

The royal instructions also 
called on the RHF to ensure the 
timely distribution of the grant 
so beneficiary families can meet 
their needs and prepare for the 
upcoming Eid al-Adha celebra-
tions.

On the occasion, His High-
ness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Representative of the 
King for Humanitarian Works 

and Youth Affairs and Chairman 
of the RHF Board of Trustees, 
expressed gratitude to the King 
for his continued humanitarian 
support.

HH Sheikh Nasser said the 
annual grants reflect the King’s 
commitment to supporting RHF
families and sharing in their cel-
ebrations, ensuring the families 
are ready for the festive peri-
od. He prayed for His Majesty’s 
continued health and well-be-
ing.

The Acting Secretary-General 
of the RHF, Eng. Ebrahim Dal-
han Al Dosari, said the Eid grant 
embodies the King’s vision of 
comprehensive humanitarian 
care and his efforts to bring joy 
to sponsored families.
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Bahrain Condemns Attacks
Reaffirms stance on regional stability and diplomatic engagement

HRH Prince Salman with the Deputy Prime Minister, His Excellency Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa, and H.E. General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Minister of Interior

IMF Discusses Bahrain’s Growth 
and Diversification Drive

Faster land 
certificate process 

TDT | Manama

Th e  L a b o u r  Ma r ke t 
Regulatory Authority 

(LMRA) carried out 1,222 
inspection campaigns and 
visits across Bahrain be-
tween May 10 and 16, 2026, 
resulting in the detention 
of 30 irregular workers and 
the deportation of 83 others.

The operations includ-
ed 1,186 inspection visits to 
shops across all governo-
rates and 36 joint campaigns 
conducted in coordination 
with government entities.

LMRA said the campaigns 
targeted violations of labour 
and residency laws, and le-
gal action was taken against 
offenders.
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Survey and Land Registra-
tion Bureau has upgrad-

ed its “survey certificate 
request” service into a fully 
digital system as part of on-
going government efforts to 
improve service quality and 
streamline procedures.

The enhanced service al-
lows individuals and sur-
veying offices to submit all 
applications electronical-
ly, significantly reducing 
processing time from five 
working days to three. 

According to the bureau, 
the upgrade also automat-
ed application procedures 
and data submission, cut-
ting service level agreement 
timelines by more than 25 
percent and ensuring full 
availability through digital 
channels.

Eid Grant Ordered
LMRA steps 
up nationwide 
campaigns

Data Protection 
Milestone

Gulf Air 
Restores 75% 
of its Global 
Network 
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Gulf Air announced a 
near-full return to nor-

mal operations, with 75% 
of its global network and 
destinations reinstated.

Over the past several 
weeks, the airline has gradu-
ally resumed services across 
the Middle East, Europe, 
Indian Subcontinent, and 
Africa, resuming services to 
more destinations and recon-
necting an increasing num-
ber of passengers through 
the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

Gulf Air confirmed that 
flight frequency continues to 
grow, with services now op-
erating across 40 destinations 
in 24 countries, representing 
75% of network, underlining 
the airline’s swift and struc-
tured return to full operations.

Gulf Air continues to add 
flights and increase daily 
frequencies across its net-
work in a phased approach 
leading to full restoration by 
1 June 2026. 

Martin Gauss, Gulf Air 
Chief Executive Officer, com-
mented: “The way our people 
have delivered continuity for 
our customers during this pe-
riod has been nothing short 
of remarkable.”

To support passengers, 
Gulf Air is offering one 
complimentary date change 
for all customers with con-
firmed bookings until 30 
June 2026, with rebooking 
available until 31 March 2027. 
Additionally, Gulf Air has ex-
tended FalconFlyer miles, 
loyalty points and tiers due 
to expire in March, April and 
May 2026 to 30 June 2026.

World Urban Forum opens with a call for resilient and sustainable cities
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The Nasser Scientific 
and Technical Center 

has obtained the interna-
tional ISO/IEC 27001:2022 
certification for Informa-
tion Security Management 
Systems for 2026, within 
the scope of its artificial 
intelligence research and 
development activities.

The certification reflects 
the center’s ongoing com-
mitment to global best prac-
tices in information securi-
ty, data protection, and the 
quality of procedures linked 
to AI development.
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Bahrain Airport Services 
(BAS) has been announced 

as a “Friends Category” sponsor 
of the Crown Prince’s Inter-
national Scholarship Program 
(CPISP), underscoring growing 
private-sector support for the 
Kingdom’s youth development 
initiatives.

The announcement was made 
during a meeting attended by 
His Excellency Shaikh Mo-
hammed bin Essa Al Khalifa, 
Advisor for Political and Eco-
nomic Affairs at the Court of the 
Crown Prince and Head of the 
Financial and Administrative 
Committee of CPISP, and Na-

beel Khalid Kanoo, Chairman of 
Bahrain Airport Services.

The sponsorship reflects 
BAS’s continued commitment 
to social responsibility, focusing 
on empowering young Bahrainis 
and supporting educational ad-
vancement through one of the 
Kingdom’s flagship scholarship 
programmes.

Role

Shaikh Mohammed bin Essa 
Al Khalifa praised CPISP's role 
in advancing Bahrain’s educa-
tional pathway and investing 
in the development of highly 
skilled national talent prepared 
for future challenges.

He highlighted the continued 

support of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, describing it 
as central to the programme’s 
success and its contribution to 
long-term sustainable develop-
ment goals.

He also commended CPISP 
sponsors for strengthening 
the program’s impact, noting 
their contribution in enabling 
high-achieving Bahraini students 
to access world-class educational 
opportunities and return to serve 
national development.
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Minister of Municipal 
Affairs and Agricul-
ture, H.E. Eng. Wael 

bin Nasser Al Mubarak, said on 
Monday that the kingdom is 
strengthening its food security 
and veterinary systems amid 
rising global health and envi-
ronmental challenges, during 
a meeting of the World Or-
ganisation for Animal Health 
in Paris.

Al Mubarak was speaking 
at the 93rd General Session 
of the World Organisation for 
Animal Health (WOAH), which 
brought together regional 
committee heads, internation-
al and regional organisations, 
and experts in animal health 
and global health security.

In his address, the minis-
ter said that Bahrain, under 
the leadership of HM King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
HRH Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, continues to ad-
vance its national food secu-
rity framework, upgrade vet-
erinary services, and improve 
inspection and regulatory sys-
tems in line with sustainable 
development goals.

He praised the WOAH for 
its role in developing interna-
tional standards, strengthen-
ing member state capacities, 
and supporting global efforts 

to address animal diseases, 
zoonotic infections, and anti-
microbial resistance.

The minister warned that 
the world faces accelerating 
risks from biological threats, 
climate change, shifts in global 
trade, and growing demand for 
animal-based food products. 
He stressed the importance of 
the “One Health” approach, 
linking animal, human, and en-
vironmental health to improve 
the prevention of health crises.

He added that Bahrain is 
prioritising the development 
of veterinary services, ear-
ly warning and surveillance 
systems, and biosecurity 
frameworks, while investing 
in digital transformation and 
artificial intelligence to en-
hance disease monitoring, risk 
analysis, and rapid response 
capabilities.
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Urges ‘One 
Health’ Action

Food Security, AI Focus in 
Bahrain’s Paris Address

H.E. Eng. Wael bin Nasser Al Mubarak 
speaks at the event

GCC tariff system applied
A 100-dinar threshold has been 

introduced for duties and VAT charges
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Bahrain’s Cus-
toms Affairs 

announced up-
dated rules on 
customs duties 
for personal ship-
ments and postal 
parcels, aligning with a 
unified customs system across 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) by introducing new 
thresholds and tax conditions 
for imported goods.

The revised regulations 
apply to incoming person-
al consignments and postal 
packages, as part of broader 
legal amendments to the GCC’s 
unified customs framework, 
aimed at standardising proce-
dures across member states.

Under the new rules, ship-

ments valued at 100 Bah-
raini dinars or more 

will be subject to 
customs duties, plus 
a 10% value-added 
tax (VAT), depend-
ing on the goods type 

and the approved cus-
toms tariff schedule.

Customs Affairs Bahrain 
said the measures align with 
internationally recognised 
best practices in managing and 
clearing personal shipments 
and postal parcels.

The authority added that the 
updated procedures are de-
signed to improve efficiency, 
speed up clearance times, and 
enhance accuracy in customs 
processing, while responding 
to the rapid growth of e-com-
merce and cross-border postal 
traffic.

UN Warns of Biodiversity Crisis
Bahrain highlights progress in afforestation and marine conservation

Neethu V
TDT | Manama

The United Nations has 
called for urgent global 

action to protect biodiversity, 
warning that climate change, 
pollution, and the overuse of 
natural resources are pushing 
ecosystems towards crisis and 
threatening food security and 
livelihoods worldwide.

Marking the International 
Day for Biological Diversity, the 
UN said accelerated implemen-
tation of the Kunming–Montre-

al Global Biodiversity Frame-
work is essential, stressing that 
governments, businesses, and 
communities must work to-
gether to restore and safeguard 
nature through coordinated ef-
forts.

The warning comes as coun-
tries intensify efforts to meet 
biodiversity targets amid rising 
environmental pressures, in-
cluding habitat loss and marine 
degradation.

In Bahrain, biodiversity and 
environmental sustainability 
have become key elements of 

national policy, with expanded 
marine conservation initiatives 
and large-scale afforestation 
programmes aimed at strength-
ening ecosystem resilience.

A recent subregional dialogue 
under the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity (CBD) held in 
Bahrain highlighted the need 
to improve biodiversity moni-
toring, reporting systems, and 
regional cooperation across 
Western Asia, while also ad-
dressing gaps in financing and 
technical capacity.

The kingdom has advanced its 

environmental agenda through 
the National Afforestation Plan 
and the Bahrain Mangroves In-
itiative, with officials reporting 
the planting of 2.45 million trees 
and early achievement of man-
grove targets.

The Supreme Council for the 
Environment (SCE), operating 
under the slogan “We salute the 
heritage, we protect the sea,” 
has also introduced stricter ma-
rine protection measures, in-
cluding efforts to reduce plastic 
pollution by promoting biode-
gradable fishing gear.

Bahrain Airport Services 
announces ‘Friend’ 

sponsorship of CPISP

H.E.  Shaikh Mohammed bin Essa Al Khalifa, right, with Nabeel Khalid Kanoo

120 Years of Faith and 
Coexistence Marked in Bahrain

Church anniversary celebration coincides with ‘Year of Isa Al Kabeer’

On behalf of His Maj-
esty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
His Highness Shai-

kh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa attended the celebration 
marking the 120th anniversa-
ry of the National Evangelical 
Church in the Kingdom of Bah-
rain, organised in cooperation 
with the King Hamad Global 
Centre for Peaceful Coexistence.

At the beginning of the cere-
mony, HH Shaikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad conveyed His Majesty 
the King’s greetings and appre-
ciation to participants, praising 
the celebration of 120 years of 
the church’s presence in Bah-
rain.

He noted that the occasion co-

incides with the royal directive 
naming this year as the “Year 
of Isa Al Kabeer” in honour of 
Shaikh Isa bin Ali Al Khalifa, 
recognised as the founder of 
Bahrain’s modern state and a 
leader of institutional develop-
ment in the Kingdom.

HH Shaikh Abdullah bin Ham-
ad said the celebration reflects 
Bahrain’s long-standing values 
of coexistence and tolerance 
among civilisations and reli-
gions, highlighting the King-
dom’s historic role as a land of 
peace, love, religious harmony 
and cultural diversity.

He affirmed that under the 
leadership of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, Bah-
rain continues to stand as a na-
tion of progress, civilisations, 
religions and cultures, where 

all communities living in the 
Kingdom enjoy an atmosphere 
of peace, respect and religious 
tolerance.

HH Shaikh Abdullah bin Ham-
ad also highlighted that the 
warm reception, the speeches 

delivered during the ceremony 
and the participation of senior 
officials, religious leaders and 
church representatives reflect-
ed the strong ties shared with 
Bahrain, its leadership, and its 
people.

TDT | Manama



The Head of the Human 
Trafficking Prosecu-
tion announced that 

the Public Prosecution com-
pleted its investigations into 
two human trafficking cases 
and ordered the referral of the 
defendants in both cases to the 
High Criminal Court while 
they remain in custody pend-
ing trial.

In the first case, the victim 
arrived in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain to work as a domestic 
worker. However, after her ar-

rival, the defendant allegedly 
subjected her to forced labor 
and withheld part of her wag-
es for several months without 
justification.

In the second case, the Public 
Prosecution received a report 
from the Human Trafficking 
Unit at the General Directorate 
of Criminal Investigation and 
Forensic Science. The report 
stated that the defendant ex-
ploited the victim, forcing her 
into illegal activities for money 
through threats and intimida-

tion.
The Public Prosecution 

launched investigations into 
both cases, heard testimonies 
from the victims and witnesses, 
and ordered the victims placed 
in a shelter affiliated with the 
National Committee to Combat 
Human Trafficking. After com-
pleting the investigations and 
collecting evidence against the 
defendants, both were referred 
to criminal trial while in custo-
dy. The cases are scheduled to 
be heard later this month.

Bahrain’s Court of Cassation up-
held prison sentences against 

two Asian nationals convicted in 
a drug trafficking case involving 
narcotics hidden inside containers 
labelled as dog shampoo.

The court sentenced the main 
defendant, 23, to 15 years in prison 
and fined him BD5,000 for import-
ing and trafficking narcotic and 
psychotropic substances. A second 
defendant received six months in 
prison and a BD100 fine for posses-
sion and personal use.

The case began after customs 
officers at the postal shipments 

department became suspicious 
of two parcels sent from Asian 
countries to the first defendant. 
Inspections revealed liquid sub-
stances concealed inside bottles, 
including containers marked as 
dog shampoo.

Laboratory tests later confirmed 
the substances contained CBD nar-
cotics.

Investigators said the suspects 
were part of an organised network 
importing drugs through air cargo 
using sophisticated concealment 
methods, including hiding nar-
cotics inside nutritional supple-

ments and personal care products 
to avoid customs detection.

During a search of the main sus-
pect’s residence, authorities seized 
narcotic pills, an electronic smok-
ing device and cash suspected to 
be linked to drug sales. Additional 
quantities of liquid CBD substanc-
es were also found at the second 
defendant’s residence.

Authorities said financial inves-
tigations uncovered suspicious in-
ternational transactions between 
2019 and 2024 amounting to 
around BD1.742 million, allegedly 
linked to the trafficking operation.

Studies link long walking hours and high temperatures 
to fluid imbalance risks

Clinical studies from 
Hajj healthcare facili-
ties consistently show 

that heat-related illnesses rank 
among the most common med-
ical presentations during the 
pilgrimage, with dehydration 
and fluid imbalance emerging 
as key contributing factors.

In a discussion with The 
Daily Tribune, urologist Dr. 
Mahmoud Sharaf noted that 
the risk of dehydration and kid-
ney stone formation is further 
heightened during Hajj due to 
prolonged walking, high tem-
peratures and heavy sweating. 
Many pilgrims also unintention-
ally increase their risk by limit-
ing fluid intake to avoid frequent 
urination during rituals. 

As urine output declines, min-

erals such as calcium, oxalate 
and uric acid become more con-
centrated, increasing the likeli-
hood of crystal formation. Over 
time, these may develop into 
stones, leading to severe flank 
pain, urinary blockage, nausea 
or infection.

He stressed that hydration 
should be steady rather than 
excessive. “Small, frequent 
sips of water are far better tol-

erated than large 
volumes taken at 
once, particularly 
during long hours 
of movement and 
heat exposure,” he 
said.

For individu-
als with existing 
urological condi-
tions—including 
urinary tract infec-

tions, kidney stones, ureteric 
stents, benign prostatic enlarge-
ment or indwelling catheters— 
dehydration can trigger sudden 
deterioration and acute com-
plications.

He added that a simple but 
reliable hydration check is urine 
colour: pale yellow indicates 
adequate hydration, while dark-
er concentrated output signals 
dehydration.

Bahrain has secured the 
hosting rights for the 
first-ever DEFCON Mid-

dle East conference, marking 
the regional debut of one of the 
world’s most influential cyber-
security gatherings.

The agreement was signed be-
tween the National Cyber Secu-
rity Center and DEFCON during 
a ceremony held in Manama.

This move represents DEF-
CON’s first expansion into the 
Middle East, bringing the global 
cybersecurity and ethical hack-
ing community to the Kingdom.

Officials said the decision 
underscores Bahrain’s growing 
ambition to position itself as a 
regional hub for cybersecurity 

innovation, talent development 
and international collaboration.

Shaikh Salman bin Moham-
med Al Khalifa, Chief Executive 
Officer of the National Cyber 
Security Center, said the part-
nership would help develop a 
new generation of cyber profes-
sionals across the region.

He said cybersecurity is no 
longer limited to technology 
systems alone, it increasingly 

depends on human expertise 
capable of protecting critical 
digital infrastructure.

“We always talk about ad-
vanced systems and technolo-
gies, but human expertise re-
mains the most important ele-
ment,” he said, adding that the 
conference would give students 
and young professionals access 
to global experts and emerging 
technologies.

DEFCON founder and chief 
executive Jeff Moss said Bah-
rain was selected not only for 
the event itself but also for its 
strategic role as a connector 
within the Gulf region.

“I think of Bahrain as a con-
nector to the GCC,” he said.

Moss said the event is de-
signed as a hands-on learning 
platform, allowing participants 
to explore cybersecurity tools 
using open-source technologies 
without financial barriers.

He added that the Bahrain 
edition is expected to include 
specialised tracks covering ar-
tificial intelligence, aviation, 
satellites, maritime systems, 
aerospace, automotive security 
and biohacking.
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• Focus on developing 
cyber talent 

•  Emphasis on human 
expertise in security

• Access for students 
to global experts
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Bahrain to Host First DEFCON 
Middle East

Event to connect young talent with global cybersecurity experts

Officials sign the agreement announcing Bahrain as host of the first-ever DEF 
CON Middle East conference

Bahrain stands out 
as a key connector 

for cybersecurity 
collaboration across 

the GCC region,” 
JEFF MOSS, DEFCON FOUNDER AND 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

15 Years for Man Behind CBD Smuggling Network

Doctors Warn of Dehydration Risks During Hajj

KNOW WHAT

 
Limit caffeine and 

avoid some antihista-
mines/decongestants.
Seek urgent care for 

urinary retention, 
fever or blood in 

urine.
Keep catheter bags 
below bladder level 

and maintain hygiene.

Isa Town Market Sees Eid Rush

Isa Town market is 
witnessing a sharp 
rise in activity ahead 

of Eid Al Adha, with tai-
loring shops reporting 
heavy demand and some 
already closing their or-
der lists.

Shop owners say cus-
tomers are preparing 
earlier this year, leading 
several tailoring businesses to 
stop accepting new orders days 
before the festive period begins.

The seasonal rush has also 
highlighted changing fashion 
trends, with many shoppers 
choosing lighter fabrics such as 
chiffon and crepe to suit Bah-
rain’s summer weather and long 
family gatherings during Eid.

Despite the shift toward light-
weight materials, velvet contin-
ues to attract customers seeking 

more traditional and formal Eid 
outfits.

Vendors say Eid shopping 
has become busier each year as 
residents increasingly combine 
comfort with modern fashion 
choices while maintaining tra-
ditional styles.

As Eid approaches, Isa Town 
market continues to reflect 
the festive spirit, with grow-
ing crowds, rising demand and 
evolving fashion preferences 
shaping this year’s celebrations.

 “Good hydration 
and a balanced 
diet are key to 

preventing kidney 
stones.” 

 DR. MAHMOUD SHARAF, URO- 
GENITAL SURGEON, 

ENDO-UROLOGIST, FEBU (INT.)

Tailoring shops halt new orders amid 
the festive shopping rush

Two Defendants Referred to Criminal Court in 
Human Trafficking Cases

Electric Bikes Proposed for 
Delivery Firms

A proposal before Parliament 
would push delivery firms 
in Bahrain towards electric 

cars and bikes. MP Ahmed Al Sal-
loom warned that the rise in even 
the smallest delivery orders adds 
to emissions, noise and pressure 
on roads.

The proposal, led by Mr Al Sal-
loom, asks the government to study 
cleaner transport for delivery com-
panies to cut fuel use, reduce carbon 
emissions and lower noise in built-
up areas.

The Ministry of Transportation 
and Telecommunications told the 
committee it was preparing new 
rules for delivery services as part 
of wider changes tied to public 
transport. The ministry said it was 
preparing several draft decisions 
before sending them to the relevant 
authorities, ministerial committees 
and the Cabinet.

Those decisions would regulate 
delivery services in greater detail, 
requiring companies to work with 
licensed providers of car rental and 
electric transport, including electric 
bikes. Firms using electric vehicles 
would also receive incentives, in-
cluding lower fees for issuing oper-
ating permit cards for electric bikes 
than for motorbikes, to encourage 
cleaner delivery work.

Mr Al Salloom told The Daily 
Tribune that delivery companies 
had become part of even the small-
est orders.

‘This is an important point,’ he 
said. ‘Delivery companies now 

move in every direction. Everything 
people order, even something as 
small as a packet of gum, arrives 
through delivery vehicles. This 
growth has a direct effect on the 
environment, on emissions and on 
the growing pressure on roads.’

He said the number of motor-
bikes used for delivery was rising 
and that a gradual move to elec-
tric vehicles should start with new 
firms applying for licences.

‘We see large numbers of motor-
bikes today, and they are constantly 
increasing,’ he said. ‘Their spread in 
this way does not help the environ-
ment or Bahrain.  A gradual move 
towards electric bikes and vehi-
cles, especially for new companies 
seeking licences, would be cheaper 
to run, less noisy and smoother on 
the roads.’

Mr Al Salloom said electric ve-
hicles would also allow delivery 
work to be better organised by area, 
cutting needless trips across busy 
roads.

“We need to organise 
delivery by area to reduce 

traffic and congestion, 
better route planning 
can significantly cut 

unnecessary road 
movement.” 

 AHMED AL SALLOOM, MP
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From 
The Court
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The Indian Club-Guideline Open Badminton Tournament was officially inaugurated in a grand ceremony in Manama 
attended by distinguished guests, officials, sponsors, and sports enthusiasts. The event featured symbolic dove releases, 
highlighting messages of peace and unity, and is dedicated to national leadership and the country’s security forces. With 
more than 300 players from Bahrain and Saudi Arabia participating, the tournament will conclude on Friday with the 
finals and a prize distribution ceremony. ( By Pradeep Puravankara ) 

Grand Opening of Indian Club Badminton Championship
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Bahraini MPs strongly con-
demned recent drone at-

tacks targeting Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
describing them as a threat to 
Gulf security and a violation of 
international law.

The statements came after 
Saudi Arabia intercepted three 
drones entering its airspace 
from Iraq, while the UAE report-
ed a drone-related fire outside 
the inner perimeter of the Bar-
akah nuclear power plant in Al 
Dhafra.

MP Waleed Al Doseri, a mem-
ber of Parliament’s Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and National 
Security Committee, described 
the attacks as a “dangerous es-
calation” threatening regional 
stability and breaching interna-
tional law and principles of good 
neighbourliness.

He stressed that Gulf states' 
security was interconnected, 

calling for a firm international 
stance against hostile and ter-
rorist acts targeting the region.

Fellow committee member 
Maryam Al Sayegh said the at-
tacks were “hostile and terrorist 
acts” posing a direct threat to 
the stability of Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE.

S h e  r e a f f i r m e d  B a h -
rain’s support for both coun-

tries and said GCC security re-
mained “one indivisible whole”.

Meanwhile, MP Abdulla Al 
Dhaen condemned the attacks as 
“cowardly terrorist acts”, saying 

the targeting of civilian and stra-
tegic sites represented a clear 
violation of state sovereignty and 
regional security.

He affirmed Parliament’s sol-

idarity with Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE against any threats to 
their stability and the safety of 
citizens and residents.

MPs condemn drone attacks on Saudi 
Arabia, UAE as threat to Gulf security

Waleed Al Doseri, MP Abdulla Al Dhaen, MPMaryam Al Sayegh, MP

Proposal for UoB Kindergarten Certificate
TDT | Manama

A proposal to introduce a new 
qualification for kindergar-

ten and nursery workers at Uni-
versity of Bahrain has won back-
ing from Parliament’s Services 
Committee, as efforts continue 
to strengthen early childhood 
education in Bahrain.

The university said a Level 5 
certificate would be more suita-
ble than a traditional diploma for 
those entering the sector, par-
ticularly school-leavers seeking 

recognised training in childcare 
and classroom practice.

According to the proposal, the 
programme will cover child de-
velopment, play-based learning, 
activity planning and practical 
training inside approved kin-
dergartens.

The university added that 
Mohammed Jaber Al Ansari 
College for Teachers, in coordi-
nation with the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, is preparing the course 
for launch in September 2026.

A Level 6 qualification is also 
planned for those seeking super-
visory and management posi-
tions in early childhood educa-
tion, creating a pathway from en-
try-level training to senior roles.

The programme will be taught 
in Arabic and English, with Bah-
raini applicants receiving priori-
ty during admissions coordinat-
ed with the ministry. 

Jaleela Alawi, Chairwoman of 
the Services Committee 

MPs Push Job Return Right for 
Unfairly Dismissed Workers
TDT | Manama

A group of Bahraini MPs has 
proposed a legal amend-

ment allowing courts to order 
the reinstatement of workers 
found to have been unfairly dis-
missed from their jobs.

The draft amendment, sub-
mitted by MP Zainab Abdu-
lAmeer and four other lawmak-
ers, seeks to revise Article 104 of 
Bahrain’s Private Sector Labour 
Law issued under Law No. 36 
of 2012.

Under the proposal, courts 
would be granted direct authori-
ty to return dismissed employees 
to their positions once arbitrary 

dismissal is proven and request-
ed by the worker.

AbdulAmeer said the amend-
ment was intended to provide 
workers with greater protec-
tion and fairness, arguing that 
financial compensation alone 

was often insufficient to address 
the damage caused by losing em-
ployment.

Stability

She said job security is closely 
linked to social and financial 
stability, particularly for work-
ers supporting families, paying 
loans, and managing household 
expenses.

The explanatory memoran-
dum accompanying the proposal 
warned that sudden unemploy-
ment could lead to debt, legal 
disputes and broader social and 
psychological pressures on fam-
ilies.

Zainab AbdulAmeer, MP

KNOW WHAT

Parliament’s Services Committee 
said the proposal would help raise 
education standards and expand 
career opportunities for young 
Bahrainis. 

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh, Speak-
er of the Shura Council, 

condemned the recent drone 
attacks targeting Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates, 

reaffirming Bahrain’s full sol-
idarity with the two Gulf na-
tions.

In separate cables sent to 
Saudi and UAE parliamentary 
leaders, Al Saleh described the 
attacks as dangerous escalations 
that threaten regional security 

and stability and violate inter-
national law and United Nations 
resolutions.

The Shura Council speaker 
condemned the attack involving 
three drones launched from Ira-
qi airspace toward Saudi Arabia, 
stressing Bahrain’s unwaver-

ing support for all measures the 
kingdom takes to safeguard its 
security, territorial integrity and 
citizens.

He also denounced the drone 
attack near the Barakah Nu-
clear Power Plant in the UAE, 
describing it as a criminal act 

targeting civilian and vital fa-
cilities.

Al Saleh praised the efficien-
cy and readiness of Saudi and 
UAE air defence systems for 
intercepting and destroying 
the drones, saying the swift re-
sponse reflected both countries’ 

strong defensive capabilities and 
commitment to protecting na-
tional security.

Gulf Security Is One and Indivisible
Shura Council Speaker Condemns Terror Attacks Threatening Stability

Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh

Married women of the Bahrain Odia Samaj (BOS) gathered in Manama on Saturday to observe Sabitri Pooja, praying 
for the well-being, protection, prosperity, and longevity of their husbands. Rooted in the legendary Hindu mythological 
tale of Sabitri and Satyavan, the Sabitri Brata reflects the unwavering love, sacrifice, and spiritual strength of a devoted 
wife. The festival holds unique importance in the Indian state of Odisha, beautifully blending Puranic traditions with 
local customs. For Odia women, the day embodies devotion, love, and cultural identity. ( By Pradeep Puravankara)

Prayers And Prosperity

Nurse Jailed 10 Years for Embezzling BHD 25,750 
Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

The court upheld a 10-year 
prison sentence against a 

nurse convicted of exploiting 
a paralyzed patient and em-
bezzling BHD 25,750 through 

electronic banking fraud. The 
sentence also includes a fine and 
deportation order.

The High Criminal Court of 
Appeal (First Circuit) confirmed 
the verdict, which also imposes 
a BHD 5,000 fine and orders the 
defendant’s deportation upon 

completion of her sentence.
According to case details, the 

nurse unlawfully took the vic-
tim’s mobile phone and used the 
Digital payment system linked 
to his bank account to carry out 
a series of unauthorised trans-
fers.

Prosecutors said the total sto-
len amount reached BHD 25,750, 
which was initially transferred 
into the defendant’s local bank 
account before being moved to 
her home country in Asia. She 
later returned BHD 3,500 of the 
funds.

The Public Prosecution stat-
ed that the defendant used the 
victim’s electronic verification 
code, which functions as a dig-
ital authentication signature, to 
access and authorise transac-
tions fraudulently.

She also entered false data into 

the electronic payment system 
to complete the transfers.

The case dates back to 2025, 
when the victim’s son noticed 
multiple large transactions from 
his father’s account during Sep-
tember and October, prompting 
a report to authorities.
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came days after Adani 
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in a US civil court case 
linked to corruption, 
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ONE App wins two prestigious awards 
The Digital Banker’s Global Digital CX Awards 2026

TDT | Manama

ONE App, powered by Al 
Salam Bank, has been 
awarded two prestigious 

accolades across the Middle East 
at The Digital Banker’s Digi-
tal CX Awards 2026, one of the 
world’s leading global programs 
dedicated to assessing customer 
experience excellence across 
the financial services industry, 
namely “Best LendTech for 
Digital CX – Personal Finance 
(Middle East)” and “Outstand-
ing Digital CX in Banking App/

Platform”.
This recognition comes fol-

lowing a highly competitive 
assessment cycle that received 
over 1,600 submissions from 
more than 200 financial insti-
tutions worldwide, highlighting 
the scale and significance of this 
achievement.

ONE App continues to set new 
benchmarks in digital financial 
services through its fully inte-
grated, mobile-first ecosystem. 
The platform delivers seamless 
user experience by combining 
instant financing, AI-driven fi-

nancial insights, open banking 
capabilities, and digital invest-
ment solutions within a single 
intuitive application.

According to the official 
evaluation, ONE App has dis-
tinguished itself by offering a 
fully paperless lending journey 
with real-time approvals and 
disbursements completed in 
under five minutes, alongside 
advanced personalization and 
inclusive financial features tai-
lored to diverse user needs. 

Mr. Haitham Al Haddad, Gen-
eral Manager of ONE App, said: 

“Winning these awards reflects 
our continued commitment to 
redefining digital financial ex-
periences. ONE App represents 
a significant milestone in our 
journey to deliver fast, intuitive, 
and customer-centric financial 
solutions that are aligned with 
evolving user expectations.

We remain focused on lev-
eraging advanced technologies 
to enhance accessibility, drive 
financial inclusion, and deliver 
meaningful value through inno-
vative, Sharia-compliant offer-
ings.” The platform has demon-

strated strong market impact, 
processing over 200,000 digital 
financing applications while 
achieving significant operational 
efficiencies, including a reduc-
tion in processing costs by up to 
90%, reflecting both scalability 
and performance. 

As digital transformation con-
tinues to reshape the financial 
landscape, ONE App remains at 
the forefront of innovation, con-
tinuously enhancing its capabil-
ities to deliver a smarter, more 
inclusive, and seamless digital 
banking experience.

Mr. Haitham Al Haddad, General 
Manager of ONE App

BisB CEO honoured with 
AI Leadership Award

Manama

Ms. Fatema Al Alawi, Chief 
Executive Officer of Bah-

rain Islamic Bank (BisB), re-
ceived the “AI-Supportive CEOs 
Award” in recognition of her 
role in advancing artificial in-
telligence and digital transfor-
mation initiatives in the banking 
sector.

Dr. Jassim Haji, President of 
the International Group of Ar-
tificial Intelligence, presented 
the award during a ceremony 
honouring executives who have 
contributed to the adoption of 
AI technologies across various 
sectors.

Organisers said the annual 
award recognises chief execu-
tives who support innovation, 
digital transformation and the 
integration of artificial intelli-
gence into institutional strate-

gies, helping strengthen com-
petitiveness at both local and 

regional levels.
This year’s edition honoured 

the chief executives of four 
banks for their efforts to pro-
mote AI-driven initiatives and 
accelerate the adoption of smart 
technologies within the finan-
cial sector. The event also in-
cluded a special recognition for 
Hassan Fakhro for his contin-
ued support and contributions 
to the development of AI-related 
initiatives.

BisB said the recognition re-
flects the bank’s commitment 
to expanding the use of artificial 
intelligence to enhance institu-
tional performance and develop 
smart Islamic banking solutions 
aligned with Sharia principles.

The bank added that it aims 
to continue supporting Bah-
rain’s wider economic and de-
velopment goals through inno-
vation and the advancement of 
a sustainable knowledge-based 
economy.

Adani to pay $275 mn settlement 
to US over alleged Iran violations
Washington, United States

One of Indian billionaire in-
dustrialist Gautam Adani’s 

companies will pay the United 
States $275 million to settle 
a probe into whether it vio-
lated Washington’s sanctions 
against Iran, the US Treasury 
said in a statement yesterday. 

The Office of Foreign As-
sets Control (OFAC) said the 
agreement had been reached 
with Adani Enterprises Limit-
ed (AEL), part of the magnate’s 
sprawling multinational con-
glomerate of companies.

“AEL agreed to settle its 
potential civil liability for 32 
apparent violations of OFAC’s 
Iran sanctions,” the Treasury 
said, pointing to AEL’s pur-
chases of liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG) between November 
2023 and June 2025.

Monday’s US settlement 
announcement said AEL had 
cooperated with OFAC’s probe 
and agreed to additional non-
monetary remedial measures 

to strengthen compliance with 
US sanctions.

The probe focused on LPG 
imports arranged through a 
Dubai-based supplier that 
claimed to be exporting Omani 
and Iraqi gas, OFAC said.

Adani Enterprises con-
firmed the settlement in a 
stock exchange filing made on 
Monday, saying the agreement 
was executed on May 14.

The announcement came 
days after Adani agreed to pay 
a separate $18 million settle-
ment in a US civil court case 
linked to corruption, without 
admitting guilt.

Trump drops $10 billion suit 
against IRS over tax returns leak
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
dropped a lawsuit against 

the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) yesterday that was seek-
ing $10 billion in damages for 
a leak of his tax returns.

In a filing with a federal dis-
trict court in Florida, Trump, 
his two eldest sons Eric and 
Donald Jr. and the Trump 
Organization said they were 
withdrawing the action.

A former IRS contractor was 
convicted in 2023 of leaking 
the tax returns of Trump and 
other wealthy Americans to 
the media and received a five-
year prison sentence.

Trump's decision to with-
draw the suit appeared to 
be linked to a move to cre-
ate a $1.7 billion compen-
sation fund for the Re-
publican president's 
political allies who 
were investigated 
under Democrat-
ic predecessor Joe 
Biden. According 
to ABC News and 
other media out-
lets, Trump's De-
partment of Justice 
plans to create a 
so-called "Truth and 

Justice Commission" for indi-
viduals who believe they were 
unfairly pursued by the Biden 
administration.

This could include, for ex-
ample, the hundreds of Trump 
supporters who were prose-
cuted for their involvement in 
the January 6, 2021 assault on 
the US Capitol, which sought 
to prevent congressional cer-
tification of Biden's election 
victory.

Trump issued a mass pardon 
to the January 6 defendants on 
his first day in office last year.

The reported compensation 
plan for Trump's political al-
lies has prompted fierce crit-
icism from Democratic law-
makers, with Representative 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of 

New York calling it "out-
right corruption."

Democratic Senator 
Chris Van Hollen, 

in a post on X, 
said "Trump is 

'dropping' his 
bogus lawsuit 
against the IRS 

in exchange for a 
slush fund, courte-
sy of your tax dol-
lars, that he can 

use to pay off 
his political  al-

lies."

Oil rises, bond yields weigh on stocks
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Stock markets diverged yes-
terday as investors worried 

about borrowing costs, while 
oil prices rose as US President 
Donald Trump ratcheted up 
pressure on Iran.

Oil prices briefly turned lower 
following an Iranian media re-
port said US officials had agreed 
to suspend sanctions against its 
crude while talks on ending the 
war continue.

The unconfirmed Tasnim re-
port cited an unnamed source, 
but analysts said traders seized 
on the news after Trump warned 
Tehran on Sunday that time was 
running out to make a deal.

"Oil markets did dip on the 
news of peace talk progress, but 
it was short-lived," said IG ana-
lyst Chris Beauchamp.

With no confirmation of the 
report, as well as Iranian state-
ments on taxing travel through 
the strait, oil prices quickly be-
gan moving higher again.

The conflict has led to an ef-
fective blockade of the Strait of 
Hormuz, through which around 
20 % of global oil exports pass 
in peacetime, and sent oil prices 
soaring. Wall Street stocks got 

a boost from falling oil prices 
early in the session, but then 
fell into the red as oil prices 
switched direction.

European stocks ended the 
day with gains.

Government bond yields have 
risen worldwide in recent trad-
ing sessions as more investors 
start to question if inflation will 
begin eroding economic growth 
while pressuring deficits.

"Global government yields 

rose sharply heading into the 
start of this week, as three forc-
es collided: surging oil prices, 
fading hopes for a Strait of Hor-
muz resolution, and mounting 
fiscal concerns especially in the 
UK and US," said Michael Wan 
at MUFG. Rising yields make 
borrowing more expensive, po-
tentially putting a brake on in-
vestments like the billions being 
poured into the AI rollout.

An AI-fuelled rally in tech 

shares has sent stocks in the US 
and elsewhere to record highs 
in recent months, with both the 
S&P 500 and Nasdaq Composite 
setting fresh peaks last week.

All eyes are on quarterly re-
sults from US chip titan Nvidia, 
set for Wednesday, which will 
be scrutinised as investors ques-
tion whether huge spending on 
AI data centres is justified by 
potential returns.

In Asia, the Seoul stock mar-
ket, which has renewed with 
record highs in recent days 
thanks to the artificial intelli-
gence spending boom, ended 
the day 0.3% higher.

In Tokyo, shares in memory 
chip maker Kioxia soared 16% 
following stellar quarterly re-
sults on Friday.

Kioxia, the world's third-larg-
est producer of NAND flash 
memory chips, which are used 
as storage in AI data centres, has 
seen its stock surge nearly 300% 
over the past year.

The company has forecast 
an eye-watering 1.3 trillion yen 
($8.2 billion) in operating profit 
for April-June, saying it is "rid-
ing the large wave of AI demand, 
which has led to record high 
revenue and profits".

Key figures at around 1530 GMT 
Brent North Sea Crude:   1.3% at $110.71 a barrel

West Texas Intermediate:   1.7% at $102.71 a barrel

New York - DOW:   0.2% at 49,423.57 points

New York - S&P 500:   0.5% at 7,371.75

New York - Nasdaq:   0.9% at 25,990.89

London - FTSE 100:   1.3% at 10,323.75 (close)

Paris - CAC 40:   0.4% at 7,987.49 (close)

Frankfurt - DAX 30:   1.5% at 24,307.92 (close)

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:   1.0% at 60,815.95 (close)

Hang Seng Index:   1.1% at 25,675.18 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:   0.1% at 4,131.53 (close)

Euro/dollar:   at $1.1642 from $1.1620 on Friday

Pound/dollar:   at $1.3393 from $1.3316

Euro/pound:   at 86.92 pence from 87.25 pence

Dollar/yen:   at 158.87 yen from 158.78 yen
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A total of 55 commodities 

vessels crossed the 
strategic waterway 

between May 11 and 17
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Batelco launches ‘Postpaid World’ for local and 
International data and calls within same plan  

Seamless connectivity in Bahrain and over 140 international destinations

• Developed 
with frequent 
travelers in mind

Manama

Batelco by Beyon has intro-
duced ‘Postpaid World’, 
a new offering that en-

ables customers to use their 
data and minutes both locally 
and internationally as part of a 
single plan, with no additional 
setup required and no hidden 
roaming fees, starting from only 
BD15 per month. 

Developed with frequent 
travelers in mind, including 
GCC commuters and business 
professionals, Postpaid World 
brings local and international 

connectivity together in one 
seamless plan. By incorporat-
ing roaming within the exist-
ing core plan at fixed monthly 
charges, Batelco offers a solu-
tion focused on convenience, 
cost efficiency, and reliability.

Designed to simplify the con-
nectivity experience for cus-

tomers who are regularly on the 
move, PostPaid World allows 
users to continue using their ex-
isting mobile plan while travel-
ling, as roaming is automatically 
available when travelling, with-
out the need to switch SIM cards 
or manage multiple plans. With 
coverage across more than 140 
international destinations, cus-
tomers can enjoy uninterrupt-
ed connectivity, making travel 

more efficient and hassle free. 
Commenting on the launch, 

Aseel Mattar, Chief Consum-
er Officer at Batelco by Beyon, 
said: “We designed ‘Postpaid 
World’ to address a common 
challenge for our customers, 
particularly those who trav-
el frequently. We understand 
the inconvenience of having 
to think about data roaming, 
whether it involves activating 

services or managing additional 
eSIMs while moving between 
countries.”

“With this plan, customers 
can seamlessly use their data 
and minutes at home and abroad 
as part of the same plan. It’s one 
less thing to think about, mak-
ing connectivity while travel-
ling a smoother and hassle-free 
experience,” she added. 

Batelco by Beyon continues 

to enhance its offerings through 
innovative solutions that com-
bine value, quality, and simplic-
ity. ‘Postpaid World’ reflects 
this commitment by delivering 
a connectivity plan that travels 
with customers wherever they 
go.

Aseel Mattar, Chief Consumer Officer 
at Batelco

Details of the Postpaid World plans:

Postpaid World BD15 Local & Roaming Data Allowance -15GB
Local Social Media - Unlimited
Minutes to Batelco - Unlimited
Minutes to other local operators & Roaming Minutes - 150

Postpaid World BD30 Local & Roaming Data Allowance - 40GB
Local Social Media - Unlimited
Minutes to Batelco - Unlimited
 Minutes to other local operators & Roaming Minutes - 400

US extends sanctions waiver on 
Russian at-sea oil by 30 days

AFP | Washington, United States

The US Treasury secretary 
on Monday said Wash-
ington was extending by 

30 days its sanctions waiver for 
Russian oil cargoes already at 
sea, as global energy prices con-
tinue to surge due to the Iran 
war.

The latest “temporary 30-day 
general license” will “provide 
the most vulnerable nations 
with the ability to temporari-

ly access Russian oil currently 
stranded at sea,” Treasury Sec-
retary Scott Bessent said in a 
social media post.

Monday’s announcement is 
the second time US authorities 
have extended the temporary 
measure, which is meant to 
address oil supply shortages 
sparked by the US-Israel war 
on Iran.

Iran’s retaliatory action has 
targeted US regional allies and 
virtually blocked the Strait of 

Hormuz, through which rough-
ly a fifth of the world’s oil and 
gas supplies normally pass.

The previous waiver for Rus-
sian at-sea oil expired on May 
16.

Global oil prices have spiked 
since the start of the war, with 
US consumers feeling the pinch 
of gasoline costs that are more 
than 50 percent higher than 
when the war began.

The United States first issued 
a sanctions waiver on Russian 

oil cargoes that were at sea in 
March.

The moves have been criti-
cized by Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky, whose 
country has been locked in war 
with Russia since its 2022 in-
vasion.

Bessent said the extension 
would “provide additional flex-
ibility” and “will help stabilize 
the physical crude market and 
ensure oil reaches the most en-
ergy-vulnerable countries.

Trump to host swearing-in of 
new US Fed chair on Friday
Washington, United States

New US Federal Reserve 
chairman Kevin Warsh 

will be sworn in on Friday at 
the White House in a ceremo-
ny hosted by President Donald 

Trump, a White House offi-
cial said. "The President will 
host a swearing-in ceremony 
for Kevin Warsh at the White 
House on Friday," the White 
House official said in a state-
ment to AFP.

Hormuz tanker traffic edges higher after wartime low
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Traffic through the Strait 
of Hormuz was slightly 
higher last week, return-

ing to levels in line with the 
average recorded since the start 
of the Middle East conflict after 
hitting a wartime low.

A total of 55 commodities 
vessels crossed the strategic 
waterway between May 11 and 
17, according to data from mar-
itime tracking firm Kpler as of 
Monday morning.

That marked a sharp increase 
from the previous week, when 
just 19 vessels crossed -- the 
lowest weekly figure since the 
first US-Israeli strikes on Iran 
on February 28, which led to 
widespread disruption of traffic 
through the strait.

Iranian state 

television said Friday the Revo-
lutionary Guards were allowing 
more ships to transit the strait, 
after reporting a day earlier that 
"more than 30 ships" had been 
permitted to pass.

Despite the increase, last 
week's crossings remain broad-
ly in line with wartime averages.

Since March 1, Kpler has re-
corded 663 commodity vessels 

transiting the strait, 55 per week 
on average.

Around half the tankers cross-
ing last week carried liquids.

These included three very 
large crude carriers, reported-
ly bound for China, Oman and 
Japan.

Kpler data also showed 15 dry 
bulk commodity vessels and 16 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
tankers crossed the strait last 
week.

Only one liquefied natural 
gas tanker carrying Qatari gas 
to Pakistan crossed, on May 12.

That brought the total num-
ber of LNG tanker crossings 
since the start of the war to 
eight.

In peacetime, the Strait of 
Hormuz handles roughly a fifth 
of global oil and LNG shipments, 
as well as other major commod-

ities, including 

fertiliser.
Iran has repeatedly warned 

that maritime traffic through 
the shipping lane would "not 
return to its pre-war status".

On Monday, Tehran an-
nounced the creation of a new 
body to oversee the strait and 
charge vessels for transiting the 
waterway, which Iran has re-
portedly been doing since early 
on in the war.

Chinese vessels crossing
Iranian officials said on 

Thursday that Chinese vessels 
had been allowed to transit, af-
ter a slowdown the previous 
week.

According to Kpler, only three 
commodities vessels linked to 
China through their flag, own-
ership or cargo crossed the 
strait last week.

Two additional Hong 

Kong-flagged vessels also trans-
ited and were heading to Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates.

The data may not provide a 
complete picture, however, as 
vessels do not always disclose 
final destinations while cross-
ing.

Traffic through the strait 
since the start of the war has 
depended on nationality, with 
Iran saying on May 10 that 
countries complying with US 
sanctions against the Islamic 
republic would face difficulties 
crossing.

Since the start of the con-
flict, China and India have been 
among the most frequently re-
ported non-Gulf destinations or 
departure points for commodity 
carriers transiting the strait.

Other non-Gulf destinations 
listed in Kpler's shipping data 

include Brazil, Pakistan, Thai-
land and Malaysia, while rel-
atively few vessels reported 
Western countries as destina-
tions.

Iran's control of the Strait 
of Hormuz remains one of the 
central issues in stalled nego-
tiations with the United States, 
which have yet to produce a 
breakthrough.

Vessels are seen anchored in the 
Strait of Hormuz, off the port city 
of Khasab on Oman’s northern 
Musandam Peninsula

Germany to deploy Patriot air defence  to Turkey
Berlin, Germany

Germany will deploy a Pa-
triot missile air defence 

battery to Turkey as part of 
a NATO rotation, Berlin’s de-
fence ministry said Monday.

About 150 soldiers currently 
based in the northern city of 
Husum would move with a 
Patriot anti-missile system to 
Turkey from the end of June 
to September, the ministry  
said.



WHO ARE YOU TO JUDGE THE LIFE I LIVE?
I KNOW I’M NOT PERFECT
-AND I DON’T LIVE TO BE-
BUT BEFORE YOU START POINTING FINGERS...
MAKE SURE YOUR HANDS ARE CLEAN!
BOB MARLEY
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1536 1643 1649 1919 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Anne Boleyn, second wife of Eng-
lish King Henry VIII, is beheaded 
at the Tower of London on charg-
es of adultery, incest and treason

Massachusetts Bay, Plym-
outh, Connecticut, and New 

Haven form the United 
Colonies of New England

England is declared a Commonwealth by 
an act of the Rump Parliament, making 
England a republic for the next 11 years

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk lands 
at Samsun on the Black Sea 

coast, beginning the Turkish 
War of Independence
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the centre of sustainable 
development — leaving no 
one behind.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

   O
n 

Ir
an

“There won’t be anything left”

Iran says it responded to latest US peace proposal

Iran said yesterday it had 
responded to a new US 
proposal aimed at ending 

the war, adding that diplomat-
ic exchanges continue despite 
Iranian media reports describ-
ing Washington's demands as 
excessive.

"As we announced yesterday, 
our concerns were conveyed 
to the American side," foreign 
ministry spokesman Esmaeil 

Baqaei told a news briefing, 
adding that exchanges were 
"continuing through the Paki-
stani mediator".

Baqaei defended Iran's de-
mands, including the release 
of Iranian assets frozen abroad 
and the lifting of long-standing 
sanctions." The points raised 
are Iranian demands that have 
been firmly defended by the Ira-
nian negotiating team in every 

round of negotiations," he said.
He also defended an Iranian 

stipulation that the US pay war 
reparations, describing the con-
flict as "illegal and baseless".

On the possibility of another 
military confrontation, Baqaei 
said Iran was "fully prepared 
for any eventuality".

On Monday, Iran's Tasnim 
news agency, citing an unnamed 
source close to the Iranian ne-

gotiating team, said "contrary 
to previous texts, the Amer-
icans agreed in a new text to 
waive oil sanctions during the 
negotiation period." Fars said 
that the Iranian proposal had 
emphasised that Tehran would 
continue to manage the stra-
tegic Strait of Hormuz, a vital 
energy conduit which Iran has 
largely kept closed since the 
start of the war.

New body formed 
to manage strait

Iran's Supreme Nation-
al Security Council an-

nounced the formation of 
a new body to manage the 
strait.

On its official X account, 
the Supreme National Se-
curity Council shared a 
post from the Persian Gulf 
Strait Authority (PGSA) 
saying it would provide 
"real-time updates" on 
operations and develop-
ments in the strait.

The PGSA account later 
said in a post that it was 
"the legal and official rep-
resentative authority” and 
that "navigation within 
the designated jurisdic-
tional area of the Strait of 
Hormuz" required "full 
coordination" with the 
authority and that pas-
sage without authorisa-
tion would be considered 
illegal.

Iran Guards target Kurdish area 

Ir a n ’s  R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
Guards said Monday their 

forces had struck groups 
linked to the United States 
and Israel in the western Ira-
nian province of Kurdistan, 
near the border with Iraq.

In a statement carried by 
the ISNA news agency, the 
Guards said groups from 

“northern Iraq and acting on 
behalf of the US and the Zi-
onist regime were attempt-
ing to smuggle a large ship-
ment of American weapons 
and ammunition” into Iran.

They said the groups 
were hit in the Iranian city 
of Baneh in the Kurdistan 
region.

‘Do the impossible’

Lebanese President Jo-
seph Aoun said he would 

do the “impossible” in order 
to stop the war with Israel, 
after a ceasefire and direct 
talks between the countries 
failed to end the fighting.

“My duty, based on my po-
sition and my responsibility, 
is to do the impossible, and to 
choose what is least costly, in 
order to stop the war against 
Lebanon and its people,” he 
said.

Hezbollah targets Israel

Hezbollah said it fired 
a drone at a military 

target in northern Israel, as 
Israel continued launching 
strikes on south Lebanon 
despite an extension of the 
truce between the countries.

In a statement, Hezbollah 

said it launched the drone at 
“an Iron Dome platform be-
longing to the Israeli enemy 
army” in a military encamp-
ment in northern Israel, in 
response to an Israeli “vio-
lation” of the ceasefire.

Israeli strikes in Lebanon

An Israeli missile strike 
on an apartment in 

eastern Lebanon killed an 
Islamic Jihad commander 
and his 17-year-old daughter, 
Lebanese state media said 
Sunday. Emergency workers 
were searching the rubble 
for survivors of the blast on 
the outskirts of the city of 
Baalbek.

Meanwhile, Israeli strikes 
on towns in southern Leb-

anon killed five people, in-
cluding two children, and 
left at least 15 people wound-
ed, the Lebanese health min-
istry said.

Israeli attacks since the 
start of the war have killed 
more than 2,900 people in 
Lebanon, including more 
than 400 since the truce be-
gan on April 17, according to 
Lebanese authorities.

Israeli troops intercept Gaza flotilla trying to breach the blockade (Picture courtesy of AP)

• “They 
better get 
moving, FAST, 
or there won’t be 
anything left of them”

AFP | Washington, United States

President Donald Trump 
threatened “there won’t 
be anything left” of Iran if 

no peace deal is reached, as their 
truce came under further strain 
with drone attacks on US allies 
in the Gulf.

“For Iran, the Clock is Tick-
ing, and they better get moving, 
FAST, or there won’t be anything 
left of them,” Trump wrote on 

his Truth Social platform 
Sunday. “TIME IS OF THE 
ESSENCE!”

The two sides have been com-
municating via mediator Paki-
stan but have failed to reach a 
lasting agreement amid a shaky 
temporary truce, which was 
tested again on Sunday by fresh 
strikes on Gulf nations.

Iranian-backed armed groups 
equipped with drones are based 
in Iraq, while Tehran’s allies in 
Yemen -- the Houthi rebels -- 
also possess combat-grade UAVs.

I r a n ’s 
p r o x y  i n 

Lebanon, the 
armed group Hezbollah, has 
also been launching attacks 
against Israel, drawing Leba-
non into the war. Israel has re-

spond- ed with 
air strikes and a ground invasion 
in south Lebanon.

A ceasefire is in place be-
tween Israel and Lebanon, but 
the fighting with Hezbollah has 
not stopped. Israel intercepts Gaza-bound aid 

flotilla, activists claim ‘abduction’
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli forces intercepted a 
Gaza-bound aid flotilla yes-
terday after it sailed from 

Turkey last week. 
The Global Sumud Flotil-

la vessels are the latest in a 
string of attempts by activists 
to breach Israel's blockade of 
the Palestinian territory, with 
the last convoy intercepted by 

Israeli forces last month.
"Global Sumud Flotilla is un-

der attack!" the group wrote 
on X.

"The Israeli occupation has 
again illegally and violently in-
tercepted our international fleet 
of humanitarian vessels and ab-
ducted our volunteers."

"We are outraged by the nor-
malisation of these violations 

of international maritime law 
and the kidnapping of peaceful 
civilians in international wa-
ters," it said, demanding the 
swift release of the activists 
and the end of the blockade of  
Gaza.

A website tracking the flo-
tilla's location showed several 
vessels being intercepted west 
of Cyprus.

Earlier on Monday, the Israeli 
foreign ministry denounced the 
convoy as a provocation and 
vowed to prevent it from reach-
ing Gaza.

"This time, two violent Turk-
ish groups -- Mavi Marmara 
and IHH, the latter designated 
as a terrorist organisation -- are 
part of the provocation," it said  
on X.

Around 50 ships had departed from southwestern Turkey on Thursday.

The sister of Ireland’s President Catherine Connolly is among eight Irish citizens 
intercepted by Israel on Gaza-bound aid flotilla ships, organisers said.

Indonesian 
newspaper 

Republika said 
nine Indone-
sians were in 

the group

Activist Gorkem Duru, a 
member of the Turkey 
branch of the Global 

Sumud Flotilla group, 
who is not on board, 

told AFP that “commu-
nication links with the 

ships were cut off”.

Activist Suayb Ordu, 
who was aboard one of 
the vessels, told Turk-
ish channel NTV that 
the activists had “no 

choice but to raise our 
hands and surrender 

peacefully without of-
fering any resistance”.

Israel rejects 
shortage claims

The Israeli minis-
try rejected claims 

that Gaza was facing aid 
shortages.

“The Gaza Strip is 
flooded with aid. Since 
October alone, more 
than 1.58 million tons 
of humanitarian aid and 
thousands of tons of 
medical supplies have 
entered Gaza,” it said.

A previous flotilla at-
tempt was intercepted 
last month in interna-
tional waters off Greece, 
with most activists ex-
pelled to Europe.

UN urges Israel to prevent acts of ‘genocide’ in Gaza
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations demand-
ed yesterday that Israel 

take measures to prevent acts of 
"genocide" in Gaza, and decried 
indications of "ethnic cleans-
ing" in the Palestinian territory 
and in the occupied West Bank.

In a fresh report, the UN 
rights office said Israel's actions 
in Gaza since the start of the 
war in October 2023 involved 
"gross violations" of interna-
tional law, amounting in many 
cases to "war crimes and other 
atrocity crimes".

UN rights chief Volker Turk 
called in the report on Israel 
to ensure compliance with a 
2024 International Court of 
Justice order that it take meas-
ures to prevent acts of genocide 
in Gaza.

Israel, he said, should ensure 
"with immediate effect that its 
military does not engage in 
acts of genocide, (and take) all 
measures to prevent and punish 
incitement to commit geno-
cide".

’Unlawful killings’
Monday's report, which 

covered the period from Oc-
tober 7, 2023, when Hamas's 
unprecedented attack inside 
Israel sparked the Gaza war, up 

to May 2025, also condemned 
"serious violations" including 
some amounting to war crimes, 
by Palestinian armed groups 
during the initial attack and 
after.

The Hamas attack resulted 
in the deaths of 1,221 people on 
the Israeli side, most of them 
civilians, according to an AFP 
tally based on official data.

Monday's report highlighted 
the abuse suffered by the hos-
tages seized by the Palestinian 
armed groups, many of whom 
reported torture and sexual 
abuse as they were held "in in-
humane conditions" for months 
on end.

"Most hostages who died in 
Gaza died while held in secret 
detention, either killed by their 
captors or impacts of the con-
flict occurring around them," 
it said.

Most of the focus however 
was on Israel's actions in Gaza, 
where its retaliatory military 
campaign has killed more than 
72,000 people, according to 
the health ministry in the Ha-
mas-run territory, whose fig-
ures are considered reliable by 
the UN.

Hundreds of thousands of 
people are still living in tents 
and conditions remain dire de-
spite a ceasefire that took effect 

in October last year.
"The ceasefire diminished 

the immense scale of violence 
up to that point, and opened 
some modest humanitarian 
space," Ajith Sunghay, head of 
the UN rights office in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories, told 
reporters in Geneva.

"But killings and the de-
struction of infrastruc-
ture have continued on 
an almost daily basis, 
and the overall human-
itarian situation remains 
dire," he warned.

A large proportion of the 
killings since the start of the 
war "appear unlawful", 
the report said.

It  a lso  high-
lighted how Israel 
had "directed at-
tacks on civilian 
or protected 
objects, includ-
ing healthcare 
and medical 
facilities and 
attacks on ci-
vilians, including 
j o u r n a l i s t s , 
civil defend-
ers, health 
workers, hu-
manitarian 
actors and 
police in a 

routine and repeated fashion".
Israel's conduct in Gaza had 

rendered living conditions in 
much of the territory "incom-
patible with Palestinians con-
tinued existence as a group", 
it warned.

The report also looked at 
the situation in the West 

Bank, where violence 
has spiralled since 
the start of the war 
in Gaza, pointing 
out that "the use 
of unnecessary and 

d i s p ro p o r t i o n a t e 
force (there had) led 

to hundreds 
of unlawful 

killings".

’Collective 
punishment’

" F o r c e 
d i s p l a c e -
m e n t  o n 
a  m a s s 
scale" had 

been seen 
i n  b o t h 

Gaza and the West Bank, it said.
It charged that "the delib-

erate and unlawful destruc-
tion of wide swathes of Gaza", 
coupled with "the emptying 
and destruction of large parts 
of refugee camps in northern 
West Bank", had contributed 
to forcing Palestinians from 
their homes, "with strong in-
dications that Israel intends 
their  displacement to be  
permanent".

Taken together, Israel's re-
peated violations across the 
occupied Palestinian territo-
ries indicated a pattern aimed 
at doling out "collective pun-
ishment of Palestinians", and 
"forced displacement, emptying 
and ethnic cleansing of large 
parts of the Occupied Palestin-
ian Territory", said the report.

"Incitement and derogatory 
and dehumanising language 
targeted at Palestinians as a 
group from Israeli officials was 
also observed with no account-
ability," it warned.

The rights office stressed that 
it was "essential that there is 
due reckoning" for all violations 
listed in the report through 
"credible and impartial judi-
cial bodies".

Sunghay warned that "in a 
context like this, lack of action 
is not passivity. It is a license".

“IN A CONTEXT LIKE THIS, LACK OF ACTION IS NOT PASSIVITY. IT IS A LICENSE”.

Russian drone hit Chinese cargo ship 
overnight in Black Sea: Ukraine

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

A Russian drone hit a Chi-
nese cargo ship in the 

Black Sea overnight, Ukraine 
said Monday, a day before Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
heads to Beijing to meet Xi 
Jinping.

Kyiv routinely announces 
Russian attacks on civilian ves-
sels near the port of Odesa -- a 
vital maritime hub for Ukrain-
ian agricultural exports.

But Monday’s attack comes 
just ahead of Putin’s two-day 
trip to Beijing where he and Xi 
are set to deepen bilateral ties 
between the friendly nations.

“Drones struck Odesa ... and 
one of the UAVs hit a vessel 
owned by China,” Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said in a post on social media.

“The Russians could not 
have been unaware of what 

vessel was at sea,” he added.
A spokesman for Ukraine’s 

navy told AFP that none of the 
crew -- all Chinese citizens 
-- were wounded and that the 
Chinese-owned  vessel contin-
ued on its journey.

“The ship was entering for 
loading. After it was hit at 
night by a Shahed, the crew 
coped with the consequences 
on their own. Fortunately, no 
one was injured, and the vessel 
continued on its way to its port 
of destination,” navy spokes-
man Dmytro Pletenchuk said.

The Ukrainian navy named 
the ship as KSL Deyang.

It posted a photo showing 
part of the upper deck black-
ened after the apparent hit.

Zelensky said Russian forces 
had attacked Ukraine over-
night with 524 attack drones 
and 22 missiles, including bal-
listic and cruise missiles.

Aftermath of a Russian drone strike on a Chinese-owned cargo vessel in the 
Black Sea. (Source: Ukrainian Navy)
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coast, beginning the Turkish 
War of Independence
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“There won’t be anything left”

Iran says it responded to latest US peace proposal

Iran said yesterday it had 
responded to a new US 
proposal aimed at ending 

the war, adding that diplomat-
ic exchanges continue despite 
Iranian media reports describ-
ing Washington's demands as 
excessive.

"As we announced yesterday, 
our concerns were conveyed 
to the American side," foreign 
ministry spokesman Esmaeil 

Baqaei told a news briefing, 
adding that exchanges were 
"continuing through the Paki-
stani mediator".

Baqaei defended Iran's de-
mands, including the release 
of Iranian assets frozen abroad 
and the lifting of long-standing 
sanctions." The points raised 
are Iranian demands that have 
been firmly defended by the Ira-
nian negotiating team in every 

round of negotiations," he said.
He also defended an Iranian 

stipulation that the US pay war 
reparations, describing the con-
flict as "illegal and baseless".

On the possibility of another 
military confrontation, Baqaei 
said Iran was "fully prepared 
for any eventuality".

On Monday, Iran's Tasnim 
news agency, citing an unnamed 
source close to the Iranian ne-

gotiating team, said "contrary 
to previous texts, the Amer-
icans agreed in a new text to 
waive oil sanctions during the 
negotiation period." Fars said 
that the Iranian proposal had 
emphasised that Tehran would 
continue to manage the stra-
tegic Strait of Hormuz, a vital 
energy conduit which Iran has 
largely kept closed since the 
start of the war.

New body formed 
to manage strait

Iran's Supreme Nation-
al Security Council an-

nounced the formation of 
a new body to manage the 
strait.

On its official X account, 
the Supreme National Se-
curity Council shared a 
post from the Persian Gulf 
Strait Authority (PGSA) 
saying it would provide 
"real-time updates" on 
operations and develop-
ments in the strait.

The PGSA account later 
said in a post that it was 
"the legal and official rep-
resentative authority” and 
that "navigation within 
the designated jurisdic-
tional area of the Strait of 
Hormuz" required "full 
coordination" with the 
authority and that pas-
sage without authorisa-
tion would be considered 
illegal.

Iran Guards target Kurdish area 

Ir a n ’s  R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
Guards said Monday their 

forces had struck groups 
linked to the United States 
and Israel in the western Ira-
nian province of Kurdistan, 
near the border with Iraq.

In a statement carried by 
the ISNA news agency, the 
Guards said groups from 

“northern Iraq and acting on 
behalf of the US and the Zi-
onist regime were attempt-
ing to smuggle a large ship-
ment of American weapons 
and ammunition” into Iran.

They said the groups 
were hit in the Iranian city 
of Baneh in the Kurdistan 
region.

‘Do the impossible’

Lebanese President Jo-
seph Aoun said he would 

do the “impossible” in order 
to stop the war with Israel, 
after a ceasefire and direct 
talks between the countries 
failed to end the fighting.

“My duty, based on my po-
sition and my responsibility, 
is to do the impossible, and to 
choose what is least costly, in 
order to stop the war against 
Lebanon and its people,” he 
said.

Hezbollah targets Israel

Hezbollah said it fired 
a drone at a military 

target in northern Israel, as 
Israel continued launching 
strikes on south Lebanon 
despite an extension of the 
truce between the countries.

In a statement, Hezbollah 

said it launched the drone at 
“an Iron Dome platform be-
longing to the Israeli enemy 
army” in a military encamp-
ment in northern Israel, in 
response to an Israeli “vio-
lation” of the ceasefire.

Israeli strikes in Lebanon

An Israeli missile strike 
on an apartment in 

eastern Lebanon killed an 
Islamic Jihad commander 
and his 17-year-old daughter, 
Lebanese state media said 
Sunday. Emergency workers 
were searching the rubble 
for survivors of the blast on 
the outskirts of the city of 
Baalbek.

Meanwhile, Israeli strikes 
on towns in southern Leb-

anon killed five people, in-
cluding two children, and 
left at least 15 people wound-
ed, the Lebanese health min-
istry said.

Israeli attacks since the 
start of the war have killed 
more than 2,900 people in 
Lebanon, including more 
than 400 since the truce be-
gan on April 17, according to 
Lebanese authorities.

Israeli troops intercept Gaza flotilla trying to breach the blockade (Picture courtesy of AP)

• “They 
better get 
moving, FAST, 
or there won’t be 
anything left of them”

AFP | Washington, United States

President Donald Trump 
threatened “there won’t 
be anything left” of Iran if 

no peace deal is reached, as their 
truce came under further strain 
with drone attacks on US allies 
in the Gulf.

“For Iran, the Clock is Tick-
ing, and they better get moving, 
FAST, or there won’t be anything 
left of them,” Trump wrote on 

his Truth Social platform 
Sunday. “TIME IS OF THE 
ESSENCE!”

The two sides have been com-
municating via mediator Paki-
stan but have failed to reach a 
lasting agreement amid a shaky 
temporary truce, which was 
tested again on Sunday by fresh 
strikes on Gulf nations.

Iranian-backed armed groups 
equipped with drones are based 
in Iraq, while Tehran’s allies in 
Yemen -- the Houthi rebels -- 
also possess combat-grade UAVs.

I r a n ’s 
p r o x y  i n 

Lebanon, the 
armed group Hezbollah, has 
also been launching attacks 
against Israel, drawing Leba-
non into the war. Israel has re-

spond- ed with 
air strikes and a ground invasion 
in south Lebanon.

A ceasefire is in place be-
tween Israel and Lebanon, but 
the fighting with Hezbollah has 
not stopped. Israel intercepts Gaza-bound aid 

flotilla, activists claim ‘abduction’
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli forces intercepted a 
Gaza-bound aid flotilla yes-
terday after it sailed from 

Turkey last week. 
The Global Sumud Flotil-

la vessels are the latest in a 
string of attempts by activists 
to breach Israel's blockade of 
the Palestinian territory, with 
the last convoy intercepted by 

Israeli forces last month.
"Global Sumud Flotilla is un-

der attack!" the group wrote 
on X.

"The Israeli occupation has 
again illegally and violently in-
tercepted our international fleet 
of humanitarian vessels and ab-
ducted our volunteers."

"We are outraged by the nor-
malisation of these violations 

of international maritime law 
and the kidnapping of peaceful 
civilians in international wa-
ters," it said, demanding the 
swift release of the activists 
and the end of the blockade of  
Gaza.

A website tracking the flo-
tilla's location showed several 
vessels being intercepted west 
of Cyprus.

Earlier on Monday, the Israeli 
foreign ministry denounced the 
convoy as a provocation and 
vowed to prevent it from reach-
ing Gaza.

"This time, two violent Turk-
ish groups -- Mavi Marmara 
and IHH, the latter designated 
as a terrorist organisation -- are 
part of the provocation," it said  
on X.

Around 50 ships had departed from southwestern Turkey on Thursday.

The sister of Ireland’s President Catherine Connolly is among eight Irish citizens 
intercepted by Israel on Gaza-bound aid flotilla ships, organisers said.

Indonesian 
newspaper 

Republika said 
nine Indone-
sians were in 

the group

Activist Gorkem Duru, a 
member of the Turkey 
branch of the Global 

Sumud Flotilla group, 
who is not on board, 

told AFP that “commu-
nication links with the 

ships were cut off”.

Activist Suayb Ordu, 
who was aboard one of 
the vessels, told Turk-
ish channel NTV that 
the activists had “no 

choice but to raise our 
hands and surrender 

peacefully without of-
fering any resistance”.

Israel rejects 
shortage claims

The Israeli minis-
try rejected claims 

that Gaza was facing aid 
shortages.

“The Gaza Strip is 
flooded with aid. Since 
October alone, more 
than 1.58 million tons 
of humanitarian aid and 
thousands of tons of 
medical supplies have 
entered Gaza,” it said.

A previous flotilla at-
tempt was intercepted 
last month in interna-
tional waters off Greece, 
with most activists ex-
pelled to Europe.

UN urges Israel to prevent acts of ‘genocide’ in Gaza
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations demand-
ed yesterday that Israel 

take measures to prevent acts of 
"genocide" in Gaza, and decried 
indications of "ethnic cleans-
ing" in the Palestinian territory 
and in the occupied West Bank.

In a fresh report, the UN 
rights office said Israel's actions 
in Gaza since the start of the 
war in October 2023 involved 
"gross violations" of interna-
tional law, amounting in many 
cases to "war crimes and other 
atrocity crimes".

UN rights chief Volker Turk 
called in the report on Israel 
to ensure compliance with a 
2024 International Court of 
Justice order that it take meas-
ures to prevent acts of genocide 
in Gaza.

Israel, he said, should ensure 
"with immediate effect that its 
military does not engage in 
acts of genocide, (and take) all 
measures to prevent and punish 
incitement to commit geno-
cide".

’Unlawful killings’
Monday's report, which 

covered the period from Oc-
tober 7, 2023, when Hamas's 
unprecedented attack inside 
Israel sparked the Gaza war, up 

to May 2025, also condemned 
"serious violations" including 
some amounting to war crimes, 
by Palestinian armed groups 
during the initial attack and 
after.

The Hamas attack resulted 
in the deaths of 1,221 people on 
the Israeli side, most of them 
civilians, according to an AFP 
tally based on official data.

Monday's report highlighted 
the abuse suffered by the hos-
tages seized by the Palestinian 
armed groups, many of whom 
reported torture and sexual 
abuse as they were held "in in-
humane conditions" for months 
on end.

"Most hostages who died in 
Gaza died while held in secret 
detention, either killed by their 
captors or impacts of the con-
flict occurring around them," 
it said.

Most of the focus however 
was on Israel's actions in Gaza, 
where its retaliatory military 
campaign has killed more than 
72,000 people, according to 
the health ministry in the Ha-
mas-run territory, whose fig-
ures are considered reliable by 
the UN.

Hundreds of thousands of 
people are still living in tents 
and conditions remain dire de-
spite a ceasefire that took effect 

in October last year.
"The ceasefire diminished 

the immense scale of violence 
up to that point, and opened 
some modest humanitarian 
space," Ajith Sunghay, head of 
the UN rights office in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories, told 
reporters in Geneva.

"But killings and the de-
struction of infrastruc-
ture have continued on 
an almost daily basis, 
and the overall human-
itarian situation remains 
dire," he warned.

A large proportion of the 
killings since the start of the 
war "appear unlawful", 
the report said.

It  a lso  high-
lighted how Israel 
had "directed at-
tacks on civilian 
or protected 
objects, includ-
ing healthcare 
and medical 
facilities and 
attacks on ci-
vilians, including 
j o u r n a l i s t s , 
civil defend-
ers, health 
workers, hu-
manitarian 
actors and 
police in a 

routine and repeated fashion".
Israel's conduct in Gaza had 

rendered living conditions in 
much of the territory "incom-
patible with Palestinians con-
tinued existence as a group", 
it warned.

The report also looked at 
the situation in the West 

Bank, where violence 
has spiralled since 
the start of the war 
in Gaza, pointing 
out that "the use 
of unnecessary and 

d i s p ro p o r t i o n a t e 
force (there had) led 

to hundreds 
of unlawful 

killings".

’Collective 
punishment’

" F o r c e 
d i s p l a c e -
m e n t  o n 
a  m a s s 
scale" had 

been seen 
i n  b o t h 

Gaza and the West Bank, it said.
It charged that "the delib-

erate and unlawful destruc-
tion of wide swathes of Gaza", 
coupled with "the emptying 
and destruction of large parts 
of refugee camps in northern 
West Bank", had contributed 
to forcing Palestinians from 
their homes, "with strong in-
dications that Israel intends 
their  displacement to be  
permanent".

Taken together, Israel's re-
peated violations across the 
occupied Palestinian territo-
ries indicated a pattern aimed 
at doling out "collective pun-
ishment of Palestinians", and 
"forced displacement, emptying 
and ethnic cleansing of large 
parts of the Occupied Palestin-
ian Territory", said the report.

"Incitement and derogatory 
and dehumanising language 
targeted at Palestinians as a 
group from Israeli officials was 
also observed with no account-
ability," it warned.

The rights office stressed that 
it was "essential that there is 
due reckoning" for all violations 
listed in the report through 
"credible and impartial judi-
cial bodies".

Sunghay warned that "in a 
context like this, lack of action 
is not passivity. It is a license".

“IN A CONTEXT LIKE THIS, LACK OF ACTION IS NOT PASSIVITY. IT IS A LICENSE”.

Russian drone hit Chinese cargo ship 
overnight in Black Sea: Ukraine

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

A Russian drone hit a Chi-
nese cargo ship in the 

Black Sea overnight, Ukraine 
said Monday, a day before Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
heads to Beijing to meet Xi 
Jinping.

Kyiv routinely announces 
Russian attacks on civilian ves-
sels near the port of Odesa -- a 
vital maritime hub for Ukrain-
ian agricultural exports.

But Monday’s attack comes 
just ahead of Putin’s two-day 
trip to Beijing where he and Xi 
are set to deepen bilateral ties 
between the friendly nations.

“Drones struck Odesa ... and 
one of the UAVs hit a vessel 
owned by China,” Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said in a post on social media.

“The Russians could not 
have been unaware of what 

vessel was at sea,” he added.
A spokesman for Ukraine’s 

navy told AFP that none of the 
crew -- all Chinese citizens 
-- were wounded and that the 
Chinese-owned  vessel contin-
ued on its journey.

“The ship was entering for 
loading. After it was hit at 
night by a Shahed, the crew 
coped with the consequences 
on their own. Fortunately, no 
one was injured, and the vessel 
continued on its way to its port 
of destination,” navy spokes-
man Dmytro Pletenchuk said.

The Ukrainian navy named 
the ship as KSL Deyang.

It posted a photo showing 
part of the upper deck black-
ened after the apparent hit.

Zelensky said Russian forces 
had attacked Ukraine over-
night with 524 attack drones 
and 22 missiles, including bal-
listic and cruise missiles.

Aftermath of a Russian drone strike on a Chinese-owned cargo vessel in the 
Black Sea. (Source: Ukrainian Navy)

Trump warns:
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More than 80% of 
Greenland is covered 

by a massive ice sheet, 
the second-largest 

body of ice on Earth 
after Antarctica. If the 
entire Greenland ice 
sheet melted, global 
sea levels could rise 

by about 7 metres (23 
feet). 

KNOW

BETTER

US designs on Greenland unchanged, 
PM says after meeting Trump envoy

Nielsen called the meeting with envoy Jeff Landry “constructive” 
AFP | Nuuk, Denmark

The United States’ stance 
towards Greenland has 
not altered, the premier 

for the Danish autonomous ter-
ritory said yesterday after a first 
meeting with President Don-
ald Trump’s envoy to the island, 
who came to Nuuk without an 
official invite.

Prime Minister Jens-Frederik 
Nielsen called the meeting with 
envoy Jeff Landry “constructive” 
-- but noted there was “no sign... 
that anything has changed” with 
the US position.

“It was a constructive meeting, 
where we were able to engage in 
dialogue in a positive spirit and 
with great mutual respect,” the 
Greenland premier told a media 
conference.

“We clearly reiterated that the 
people of Greenland are not for 
sale and that Greenlanders have 
the right to self-determination. 
This is not a subject for negoti-
ation,” Nielsen stressed.

‘Red line’
Landry’s visit comes as trans-

atlantic tensions over Trump’s 
repeated claims to the territory 
have receded somewhat but not 
gone away.

Greenland’s foreign minister, 
Mute Egede, also told reporters 
that the US has not given up on 
its aims to acquire the territory.

“We have our red line. The 

Americans’ starting point has 
not changed either,” Egede said.

Landry’s visit also comes at 
a delicate time for Denmark, 
which has been without a gov-
ernment since a March 24 elec-
tion, with negotiations between 
parties failing to produce a ma-
jority coalition.

In January, Trump backed 
down from repeated threats 

to seize Greenland, possibly 
through military force, after 
Denmark and other NATO allies 
displayed fierce resistance.

Afterwards, officials from Co-
penhagen and Nuuk held a first 
meeting in Washington and a 
working group was then estab-
lished to discuss the US position.

“Talks are taking place within 
the working group,” Egede em-

phasised. “We are not going to 
have parallel discussions.”

Trump has repeatedly argued 
the US needs to control Green-
land because of national securi-
ty concerns, hypothesising that 
if America does not take over 
the Arctic island then it could 
fall into the hands of China or 
Russia.

Landry, who is the governor 

of Louisiana, arrived for his first 
visit in the role as US special en-
voy to Greenland on Sunday. He 
is due to take part in an econom-
ic forum in the Greenlandic cap-
ital on Tuesday and Wednesday.

At the airport, a small number 
of Greenlanders turned out on 
his arrival, holding Greenlandic 
flags in a form of protest, accord-
ing to footage from local media.

Questioned by Danish broad-
caster TV2, Landry said he was 
in Greenland to explore ways to 
strengthen the  relationship with 
the United States.

He also said Trump had told 
him to “go over there and make 
a bunch of new friends.”

‘Not guinea pigs’
Landry is accompanied by a 

delegation of about 10 people, 
including a doctor tasked with 
assessing the health needs of 
Greenlanders, the broadcaster 
reported.

Greenlandic Health Minister 
Anna Wangenheim commented 
that “it is deeply problematic 
that people whose political mis-
sion is to make Greenland part 
of the United States are sending 
a so-called ‘volunteer doctor’ to 
Nuuk to ‘assess our needs’”.

“Greenlanders are not guinea 
pigs in a geopolitical project,” 
Wangenheim said in a post to 
Linkedin.

In February, an unsolicited 
offer by Trump to send a naval 

hospital ship to the Arctic island 
sparked ire.

Nielsen at the time wrote on 
his Facebook page: “That will be 
‘no thanks’ from us.”

The US envoy is also accom-
panied by the US ambassador 
to Denmark, Kenneth Howery, 
who arrived on Monday.

“Together, they will meet with 
a wide range of Greenlanders to 
listen and learn with a goal of 
expanding economic opportu-
nities, building people-to-people 
ties, and increasing understand-
ing between the United States 
and Greenland,” said a US em-
bassy statement sent to AFP.

Denmark’s King Frederik X (L) walks alongside Greenlandic Prime Minister Jens Frederik Nielsen (C) and the commander of 
the Joint Arctic Command, Major General Søren Andersen (R), with a Danish Navy vessel moored in the background at the 
port of Nuuk, Greenland. (file)

Manhattan rent hits record high above $5,000 per month
AFP | New York, United States

Apartment rentals in New 
York’s Manhattan borough 

topped $5,000 a month for the 
first time in April as vacancy 
rates tumbled to six-year lows, 
according to US real estate firm 
Corcoran.

“Manhattan’s rental market 

surged in April 2026, as a sharp 
rise in demand collided with 
increasingly constrained sup-
ply,” Corcoran Chief Operating 
Officer Gary Malin said in a May 
15 blog post.

The median rent last month 
in the borough was $5,099, up 
six percent from a year ago.

The vacancy rate fell to 1.55 
percent, dynamics that point 
to a “market defined by height-
ened urgency and sustained 
competition among renters,” 
Malin said.

Rents rose across the board 
in Manhattan, with one-bed-
room and two-bedroom apart-

ments setting new records at 
$5,228 and $8,338.

The rising cost of living has 
emerged as a potent political is-
sue in New York and elsewhere, 
fueling the November election 
of Mayor Zohran Mamdani.

A preliminary vote earlier 
this month by a rent guidelines 

panel endorsed Mamdani’s plan 
to effectively freeze rents on 
nearly one million New York 
apartments. A final vote on the 
proposal will take place in June.

In Brooklyn, the most pop-
ulous of New York’s five bor-
oughs, Malin described leas-
ing activity as busy but said 

“conditions were less intense 
for renters.” The median rent 
in Brooklyn was $4,110, down 
from February’s record high as 
inventory rose 16 percent from 
month-over-month. “Overall, 
Brooklyn remains active, but 
with signs of a more balanced 
market emerging,” Malin said.

Escaped tiger shot dead by German police

• Police told AFP 
that the animal had 
seriously injured a 
72-year-old man

• Sandokan was a nine-
year-old, 280-kilogram 
(615 pound) Bengal-
Siberian mix.

AFp | Berlin, Germany

German police said yesterday 
they had shot dead a tiger 

that escaped from an enclosure 
run by a woman nicknamed the 
“Tiger Queen” after it attacked 
one of the keepers.

Police told AFP that the animal 
had seriously injured a 72-year-
old man, who was being treated 
in hospital after the attack in the 
eastern city of Leipzig.

The incident happened Sun-
day on the city’s outskirts and 

involved an “escaped tiger 
which was killed by police using 
firearms,” the police spokesman 
said.Police said they were “able 
to locate the animal in an allot-
ment complex” nearby and that 
it had to be killed “to prevent 
danger to those present”.

One allotment gardener told 
the Bild newspaper: “First we 
heard sirens and then right af-
terwards a helicopter came and 
lots of police”, who warned the 

allotment owners to stay inside.
“Then there were suddenly 

several shots.”The animal be-
longed to tiger trainer Carmen 
Zander, who told Bild that the 
tiger shot dead was called San-
dokan.

According to Zander’s web-
site, Sandokan was a nine-year-
old, 280-kilogram (615 pound) 
Bengal-Siberian mix.

The website describes the 
animal as “a scaredy-cat” that 

could “quickly become over-
whelmed and insecure” and 
could therefore attack “more 
quickly and unexpectedly” than 
the other animals.

Zander, known as the “Tiger 
Queen”, has faced criticism in 
the past for the conditions in 
which the animals are kept at 
her enclosure.

Animal rights group PETA 
charged that veterinary authori-
ties “share responsibility for this 
tragic incident” by having failed 
to act against the facility sooner 
and demanded that the remain-
ing animals there be confiscated.
The district authority said in 
a statement to AFP that it had 
“for some time been working to 
improve the housing conditions 
of the tigers” at the site.

Zander had been instructed 
to comply with regulations “so 
that all animals have access to 
the necessary indoor and out-
door space, or to adjust the 
number of animals to the space 
currently available”.

According to local media, the animal escaped from the property of a tiger 
trainer called Carmen Zander, pictured above (File image)

Runaway kangaroo disrupts 
Belgian rail service

Brussels, Belgium

A runaway kangaroo briefly 
halted services on Bel-

gian rail line Monday after it 
was spotted hopping near the 
tracks, the Infrabel rail agency 
said.

Police were called to appre-
hend the marsupial once the 
"rather incongruous sighting" 
was reported during rush hour 
near Zingem, a village in the 

Dutch-speaking Flanders re-
gion, the agency told AFP.

"The police tried to catch 
the animal but were unable to 
do so, so they called in a vet," 
Infrabel spokesman Frederic 
Sacre said. "The vet proved to 
be more skilled".

Rail traffic on the branch 
line was halted for about an 
hour in total, Sacre added.

It was not immediately clear 
where the animal had come 
from.
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Norway is home to the 
Svalbard Global Seed 
Vault, a secure under-

ground facility built 
inside an Arctic moun-
tain that stores backup 
seeds from around the 
world to protect global 

food crops in case of 
disasters or climate 

crises.

KNOW

BETTER

India, Norway agree to 
‘green strategic partnership’

Norway is Europe’s largest oil and gas producer excluding Russia

• The new partnership 
is “beneficial for the 
entire world”, Modi said

•  Signed partnership 
agreements in the 
fields of health and 
digital technology

AFP | Oslo, Norway

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and his Nor-
wegian counterpart agreed 

yesterday to a “green strategic 
partnership” deal aimed at pro-
moting a clean-energy transition 
and sustainable development.

“From clean energy to climate 
resilience, from the blue econo-
my to green shipping, in every 
sector, India’s scale, speed and 
talent will combine with Nor-
way’s technology and capital, 
and our companies will develop 
global solutions,” Modi said on 
the first day of a two-day visit to 
the Norwegian capital.

India, the world’s third-largest 
importer of oil, has seen its sup-
plies severely disrupted by the 

closure of the Strait of Hormuz 
during the war in the Middle 
East.

Roughly half of India’s crude 
imports usually pass through 
the strait.

After announcing a cut in fuel 

taxes to curb a surge in prices at 
the pump, the country -— where 
73 percent of electricity gen-
eration currently comes from 
coal-fired power plants -- has 
announced it will speed up ap-
provals for wind power plants 

and battery-powered energy 
storage systems.

Meanwhile Norway, Europe’s 
largest oil and gas producer ex-
cluding Russia, derives almost 
all of its electricity from renew-
able sources, primarily hydroe-

lectric facilities.
The new partnership is “bene-

ficial for the entire world”, Modi 
said in a statement to the press.

His Norwegian host, Prime 
Minister Jonas Gahr Store, told 
broadcaster NRK that India had 
“a lot to contribute” on the mat-
ter.

“The country is currently 
making significant progress in 
the fields of renewable energy, 
solar, wind, and energy storage 
technologies,” he said.

This is the first visit to Nor-
way by an Indian prime minister 
since Indira Gandhi in 1983.

The two countries have also 
signed partnership agreements 
in the fields of health and digital 
technology.

They have boosted their 
economic ties since the entry 
into force in October 2025 of a 
free-trade agreement between 
the Asian giant and the mem-
ber countries of the European 
Free Trade Association (Norway, 
Switzerland, Iceland, Liechten-
stein).

“Whether in Ukraine or West 
Asia, many parts of the world 
are witnessing conflict. In such 
a situation, India and Europe 
are entering a new golden era in 

their relations,” Modi said.
The Indian leader, who ar-

rived from Sweden in the morn-
ing, was to take part in a Nor-
way-India business conference 
in the afternoon.

On Tuesday, he is due to meet 
with the heads of government of 
the Nordic countries and partic-
ipate in the third Nordic-India 
summit, before winding up his 
European tour with a visit to 
Italy.

Crown Prince Haakon of Norway (L) shakes hands with India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (R) during a meeting with 
King Harald V of Norway (C) at the Royal Palace in Olso, Norway

Indonesia boosts 
defences with new 
fighter jets
Jakarta, Indonesia

Indonesia will continue 
boosting its defence capa-

bilities, President Prabowo 
Subianto said Monday, cit-
ing uncertain times as he 
presented new military 
hardware, including six 
French-made Rafale jets, 
to the air force.

The Southeast Asian na-
tion, which pursues a poli-
cy of diplomatic non-align-
ment, must “continue to im-
prove our defence capabili-
ties to serve as a deterrent”, 
Prabowo told reporters at a 
ceremony at a military air 
base in Jakarta.

“We observe that the 
global geopolitical land-
scape is fraught with un-
certainty, and we recognise 
that defence is a primary 
prerequisite for stability,” 
he added.

Prabowo inspected de-
fence equipment recently 
procured for the Indone-
sian military, including four 
Dassault Falcon 8X jets and 
an Airbus A400M Atlas 
transport aircraft, accord-
ing to a presidential palace 
statement.Jakarta signed 
an $8.1 billion deal in 2022 
under then-defence minis-
ter Prabowo to purchase 42 
French-made Rafale fight-
ers. Six of the jets have been 
delivered so far -- three in 
January and another three 
on Monday, defence minis-
try spokesman Rico Ricardo 
Sirait told AFP.

Australia orders China-linked investors to sell stakes in rare earths firm
AFP | Sydney, Australia

Australia ordered a string of 
China-linked sharehold-

ers to sell their stakes in a rare 
earths firm on Monday, citing 
the need to protect the sector 
from foreign control.

Northern Minerals is vying to 
challenge China’s dominance in 
producing dysprosium, a rare 
earth mineral used to make 
high-performance magnets used 
in electric vehicles.

Chinese investors have been 
snapping up shares in an effort 
to exert sway over the firm -- on 
one occasion even launching a 
bid to topple its chair.

Wary of a stealth takeover, 
the company referred itself to 
Australia’s foreign investment 
review board in November 2025.

Treasurer Jim Chalmers 
said six shareholders would be 
forced to exit Northern Min-
erals.

“We operate a robust and 
non-discriminatory foreign in-
vestment framework and will 
take further action if required to 

protect our national interest in 
relation to this matter,” he said 
in a statement.

Three of those shareholders 
had addresses listed in China, 
two were listed in Hong Kong 
and one was listed in the British 
Virgin Islands.

The list included some of 
Northern Minerals’ largest sin-
gle shareholders, including Bei-
jing-based Vastness Investment 
Group, which held more than six 
percent of the firm.

Vastness tried to use its size-
able stake to replace the chair 
of Northern Minerals earlier 
this year.

It eventually withdrew its bid 
to vote on the company’s leader-
ship at an extraordinary general 
meeting.

Hong-Kong based Qogir Trad-
ing and Service Company sepa-
rately holds almost five percent 
of Northern Minerals.

Asked about Australia’s order, 
the Chinese foreign ministry 
said it was not aware of the sit-
uation.

“China has consistently op-

posed the overstretching of 
the concept of national secu-
rity to interfere with normal 
investment activities,” ministry 
spokesman Guo Jiakun told a 
news briefing, adding that “the 
Australian side should earnestly 
respect the legitimate rights and 
interests of Chinese investors”.

Australia has over the past two 
years waged a running battle to 
pry Northern Minerals away 
from Chinese investors.

It used the same foreign take-
over laws in 2024 to force a dif-
ferent group of Chinese inves-
tors to sell shares in Northern 
Minerals.

Northern Minerals said it was 
“currently considering the new 
disposal orders and will make a 
further announcement once it 
has done so”.

Japan arrests Americans over stunt at baby monkey Punch’s zoo
AFP | Tokyo, Japan

Two American nationals 
were arrested in Japan af-

ter a stunt in which one entered 
the monkey enclosure at a zoo 
where a baby macaque named 
Punch became a global internet 
sensation this year, police said 
Monday.

One of the men, who iden-
tified himself as a 24-year-old 
college student, was arrested 
Sunday after climbing over a 
fence and dropping into a dry 
moat surrounding the monkey 
exhibit at Ichikawa City Zoo 
outside Tokyo.

The other man, who was film-

ing the act, identified himself as 
a 27-year-old singer.

Images on social  media 
showed a person scaling the 
fence in a costume that includ-
ed a smiley face head with sun-
glasses, prompting the monkeys 
to scatter.

The men did not come close 
to the animals, and were quickly 
apprehended by zoo officials, 
said an official at Ichikawa Po-
lice who spoke with AFP on a tra-
ditional condition of anonymity.

The two men face charges of 
forcible obstruction of business, 
which they refute, the police 
official said.

The duo did not have formal 

identifications with them and 
initially tried to lie to police 
about their names, he added.

The arrests follow a massive 
surge in domestic and interna-
tional visitors to the zoo, driven 
by Punch’s viral fame.

The baby monkey became 
an internet star this year af-
ter the zoo posted  photos 
of Punch clutching an IKEA 
plush orangutan for comfort 
after being rejected by his  
mother.

Punch was raised in an arti-
ficial environment after being 
born in July, and began training 
to rejoin his troop earlier this 
year.

A seven month-old male Japanese macaque monkey named Punch, who was 
abandoned by his mother shortly after birth, drags a stuffed orangutan toy at 
Ichikawa City Zoo and Botanical Gardens in Ichikawa, Chiba Prefecturea
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13th World Urban Forum 
opens in Azerbaijan

Th e  S e c r e -
tary-General of 
the Gulf Cooper-

ation Council (GCC), Jas-
sem Mohamed Albudai-
wi, took part on Sunday in 
the official opening of the 
13th session of the World 
Urban Forum, held in the 
Azerbaijani capital Baku.

The event was inaugu-
rated under the patronage 
of President Ilham Aliyev, 
following an official in-
vitation from the head of 
state. The forum convenes 
under the theme “Housing the 
World: Safe and Resilient Cities 
and Communities,” bringing to-
gether heads of state, ministers, 
senior officials, and private sec-
tor representatives from around 
the world.

In his remarks on the occa-
sion, Albudaiwi said the GCC’s 
participation reflects the bloc’s 
strong commitment to advancing 
sustainable urban development 
and building safe, resilient cities 
capable of responding to future 
challenges.

He highlighted that GCC mem-
ber states have made “qualitative 
leaps” in urban planning, hous-
ing, and smart infrastructure, 
driven by ambitious national vi-
sions aimed at improving quality 
of life and strengthening sustain-
ability and innovation.

Albudaiwi  also  praised 
Azerbaijan for hosting and 
organizing the major international 
United Nations forum, describing 
it as an important global platform 
for exchanging expertise and 
shaping the future of urban 
development.

GCC chief tours Bahrain 
and Saudi pavilions at 

global urban forum

The Secre-
tary-Gen-

e r a l  o f  t h e 
Gulf Cooper-
ation Council 
(GCC), Jassim 
M o h a m m e d 
A l - B u d a i w i , 
visited the pa-
vilions of Bah-
rain and Saudi 
Arabia on the 
s i d e l i n e s  o f 
the 13th World Urban Forum 
in Baku, Azerbaijan, the GCC 
General Secretariat said on 
Monday.

The visit was part of his par-
ticipation in the international 
event, which brings togeth-
er policymakers, experts and 
institutions to discuss urban 
development and sustainable 
city planning.

During the tour, Al-Budai-
wi was briefed on initiatives, 
projects and programmes 
showcased in both pavilions, 
highlighting the rapid urban 
transformation underway in 
the two Gulf states.

The exhibits focused on sus-

tainable urban development, 
infrastructure expansion and 
efforts to enhance quality of 
life in line with long-term na-
tional development strategies.

Al-Budaiwi praised the con-
tent presented in both pavil-
ions, commending the efforts 
of those involved in highlight-
ing Gulf development experi-
ences and showcasing achieve-
ments in urban and economic 
progress.

He said the progress seen 
across GCC states reflects the 
vision of Gulf leaders, who 
continue to prioritise the de-
velopment of sustainable cities 
and more prosperous societies, 
according to the statement.

Albania, Qatar 
Strengthen Ties

Albanian Pres-
ident Bajram 

Begaj  received 
Qatar’s Minister 
of State for For-
eign Affairs in the 
capital, Tirana, on 
Monday,  where 
they  discussed 
strengthening bi-
lateral relations.

The Qatari en-
voy, Shaikh Sultan 
bin Saad Al Mu-
rikhi, conveyed greetings from 
Qatar’s Amir, Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, to Pres-
ident Begaj, along with wish-
es for continued health and 
prosperity for the Albanian 
leadership and people.

In return, President Begaj 
asked the minister to relay 
his greetings to the Qatari 
Amir, wishing Qatar further 
progress, development, and 

prosperity.
The meeting reviewed bilat-

eral cooperation between Al-
bania and Qatar and explored 
ways to enhance ties across 
various fields, while also dis-
cussing issues of mutual con-
cern, the statement added.

Both sides reaffirmed their 
commitment to expanding 
dialogue and cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

Pakistan PM Meets Envoys in Gulf
Focus placed on regional stability and economic cooperation

Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif chaired a 

high-level meeting on 
Monday with Pakistan’s 
ambassadors posted in 
Iran and Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries, 
focusing on strengthening 
economic diplomacy, re-
gional ties and investment 
cooperation, his office said.

The meeting at the 
Prime Minister’s Office 
brought together senior of-
ficials, including Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, 
Minister for Economic Affairs 
Ahad Khan Cheema, Adviser 
to the Prime Minister Dr Syed 
Tauqir Shah, Special Assistant 
Syed Tariq Fatemi, and Foreign 
Secretary Amna Baloch.

During the session, Pakistan’s 
envoys briefed the prime min-
ister on the current state of bi-

lateral relations with their host 
countries. They also highlighted 
emerging opportunities and key 
challenges in areas such as trade, 
investment, remittances, and 
engagement with the Pakistani 
diaspora.

Sharif underscored the “his-
toric, economic and strategic 
importance” of relations with 
Iran and GCC states in Pakistan’s 
foreign policy framework.

He directed ambassadors to 

adopt a more proactive approach 
to expanding cooperation in 
trade, investment, energy col-
laboration, and people-to-peo-
ple exchanges, according to the 
statement.

The meeting also reviewed 
the broader regional and inter-
national situation, focusing par-
ticularly on efforts to promote 
peace, stability, and economic 
connectivity across the wider 
region.

Oman Condemns Drone Attempt on Saudi Arabia

The Sultanate of Oman on 
Monday condemned an 

attempted drone attack target-
ing the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia, denouncing the act as hos-
tile and reaffirming its rejection 
of such practices.

In a statement issued by its 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Oman expressed “condemna-
tion and denunciation” of the 
attempted strike, reiterating its 
consistent stance against ac-
tions that threaten the security 
and stability of states.

The Sultanate voiced its sup-
port for Saudi Arabia and the 
measures it is taking to safe-

guard its security and maintain 
stability.

Oman also urged restraint and 
called for wisdom in addressing 
regional challenges, stressing 
the importance of dialogue and 
diplomatic and political chan-
nels as the preferred means to 
resolve disputes and tensions.

Saudi envoy 
meets Ishaq Dar 
in Islamabad

The Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
to Pakistan, H.E. Nawaf 
bin Saeed Ahmad Al-Mal-
kiy called on Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Senator Mohammad 
Ishaq Dar in Islamabad on 
Monday. 

During the meeting, both 
sides discussed the long-
standing fraternal relations 
between Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia, focusing on expand-
ing cooperation across mul-
tiple fields.

Deputy Prime Minister 
Ishaq Dar reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s strong commitment 
to further strengthening 
bilateral ties and deepen-
ing collaboration in areas of 
mutual interest.

The two leaders also ex-
changed views on recent 
regional developments and 
other matters of shared con-
cern.

The Saudi ambassador 
appreciated Pakistan’s con-
tinued role in promoting 
regional peace and stabili-
ty, according to an official 
statement.

The General Secretariat of the 
Organization of Islamic Co-

operation (OIC) warned against 
escalating Israeli measures tar-
geting historic properties and 
Islamic endowments near the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied 
East Jerusalem.

In a statement, the OIC said the 
seizure of historic buildings and 
Palestinian-owned properties 
near the mosque forms part of 
broader policies aimed at alter-
ing the identity of the Old City 
in Jerusalem and imposing “new 
demographic and geographic 
realities” on the ground.

It said these actions are in-
tended to undermine the his-
torical and legal status of holy 
sites in the area and erase the 
cultural and civilizational her-
itage of Palestinians in occupied 
East Jerusalem.

The General Secretariat also 
strongly condemned an Israeli 
plan to convert a seized United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen-
cy for Palestine Refugees (UNR-
WA) facility in Jerusalem into a 
museum and the headquarters 
of the so-called Israeli Ministry 
of Security.

It said the building had been 

forcibly taken in violation of 
international law, adding that 
the move represents an effort 
to weaken UNRWA’s presence 
and mandate in the occupied 
territory.

The OIC stressed that Israel 
has no sovereignty over East Je-
rusalem, describing the meas-
ures as part of broader “racist 
policies” aimed at undermining 
the agency and advancing efforts 
to eliminate the Palestinian ref-
ugee issue.

It further argued that such ac-
tions violate international law, 
United Nations resolutions, and 

the advisory opinion of 
the International Court 
of Justice.

The organisation 
called on the interna-
tional community to 
intervene urgently to 
halt what it described 
as ongoing violations 
in Jerusalem, and to en-
sure protection for UN 
agencies operating in 
the occupied Palestini-
an territory, particular-
ly UNRWA, so they can 
continue their work 
without obstruction.

OIC condemns Israeli moves in East Jerusalem
Calls for urgent international intervention



ALWARDI TRANSPORT CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17730626 or 
TURKI_ALWARDI@HOTMAIL.COM
KARAK AL SHARQI has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(JUICE & SAND-
WICHES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33556673 or AHMEDSAWSAN67@
GMAIL.COM
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY MAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17008217 or JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.
COM
Bayanco Contracting Co. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39329326 or BAYANCOGM@
GMAIL.COM
ADDRESS CONSTURCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SITE INSPECTOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39055666 or ADDRESS.CONS@GMAIL.
COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOP-
MENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
BLUE BERRY ABAYAT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33345415 or A123AFT-
AB@HOTMAIL.COM
Bayanco Contracting Co. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39329326 or BAYANCOGM@GMAIL.COM
BIN AL SHAIKH VEGETABLES AND FRUITS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36003956 or THARIQHUSSAIN00@
GMAIL.COM
ENERFLEX MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33667675 or bshuqair@ener-
flex.com
AL HELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER/PACKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33572333 or hanan@ALHELLI.
COM
EXCELLAR SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN(MAIN-
TENANCE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17601643 or PATRICK.JOHN-
SON@EXCELLARSERVICES.COM
CORELINE CONSTRUCTION & METAL 
WORKS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36595976 or SATHA@
BRAINLABWLL.COM
MASKATI BROTHERS & COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAD OF AC-
COUNTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17464646 or jobs@maskatibros.
com
DRAGON AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17611939 
or dragongarage2015@gmail.com
Premier Express Cargo W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17231998 or SUPER@BATELCO.COM.BH
BLUE MIRALEYKULA BUSINESS SUPPORT 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35172145 or MOHSINPERVEZ06@
GMAIL.COM
Teak Wood Co.W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17003388 or mgmt@teakwd.com
AL ASSMI AUTO SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHAN-
IC(MOTOR-VEHICLE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39588030 or ALAS-
MIAUTOSERVICE@GMAIL.COM
SUFIYAN CAFETERIA W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37366782 
or BASE.MCBH@GMAIL.COM
NICK SERVICE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34311959 or GALAXY1137@GMAIL.COM

can contact 33569841 or MATIUL-
LAHSHAIQ786@GMAIL.COM
NARVAIR EXPRESS CARGO CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER/PACKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37488140 or BAAZSOHAL9@
GMAIL.COM
SKYORBIT TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33667194 or NOOMADEEM2404@GMAIL.
COM
VINS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17717101 or MAL-
MEER@BATELCO.COM.BH
RANWA STONE CONSTRACTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36361228 or ALIJMAA16@
GMAIL.COM
SARGODHA DECORATION CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36903165 or 
yk33357949@gmail.com
KANJIPPURA RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39050360 or AUNAIS783@GMAIL.COM
ARAB OPEN UNIVERSITY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ASSISTANT PROFES-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17407077 or AOU.LMRA@AOU.ORG.BH
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OPERATOR(EXCAVATION 
MACHINE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17877246 or zainabhr@aldoor-
bh.com
DEEP SWEEP GENERAL CLEANERS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35542460 or SHAMSANWAHEED001@
GMAIL.COM
AL HAMOOR GRILLS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77999101 
or FADELABUADAM@GMAIL.COM
RAYAB INTERNATIONAL COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39313416 or FAHADRAYAB@GMAIL.
COM
UNIQUE FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33306469 or CHIRIVELLAHA-
RIKZ@GMAIL.COM
HALAQ SCHNEIDER has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17456344 or 
ALI.E.ISSSA.@GMAIL.COM
UNIQUE FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33306469 or CHIRIVELLAHA-
RIKZ@GMAIL.COM
KRISPY KREME W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17262998 
or SSALEH@AMERCIANA.BH
HUMAIRA BD COMBINED FACILITIES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36041030 or JALALABUL973@
GMAIL.COM
A HOLDING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/ 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36843013 or TARIQ.
SHARIF@RITZCARLTON.COM
TOP GRADE ALUMINIUM has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32160630 
or KAMI249@GMAIL.COM
MOHSIN PERVEZ COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36563904 or 
MOHSINPERVEZ532@GMAIL.COM
GURJANT HARDEP SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(PAINT FINISHER), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34353075 or HRJT.
BH.786@GMAIL.COM
FIRECHEM TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ADMINISTRATION 

ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17551111 or hr.ad-
min@hajihassan.com
Green Corner Market has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66708118 or 
info@awtadi.com
BAHRAIN DOJO - MARTIAL ARTS AND 
SIDDHA YOGA W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33006777 or ANO-
JKRANOJ@GMAIL.COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822228 or hrdept@circle.bh
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822228 or hrdept@circle.bh
RIVER VIEW CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38398065 or SHABANGUJJAR3002@
GMAIL.COM
GHAZALI INSTALLSAND MAINTAINS 
HEATING AIR CONDITIONING AND REFRIG-
ERATION SYSTEMS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36505588 
or SSAASS33401164@GMAIL.COM
AL RABEEH DENTAL CENTER GALALI 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SPECIALISED DENTIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39338879 or NIS-
ARKKA@GMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
SUMMER LAND HOTEL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 77924200 or 
ALISHFAHASAN.2023@GMAIL.COM
AL-ANZOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY AND REHAB 
COMPLEX W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of PHYSIOTHERAPIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17244777 
or MOHAMED.ALANZOOR@ALANZOOR.
COM
HRDCO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of REPRESENTATIVE(COMPANY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13303353 or yzayer@hawarresort.com
SANDHAR MENS SALON W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HAIR DRESS-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34215367 or JINDU822@GMAIL.COM
JEREH GROUP MIDDLE EAST BAHRAIN 
Branch of a Foreign Company has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77904677 or ZHONGSHU.
GAN@JEREH.COM
RED PIRBALA COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 
ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36563904 or 
WALIDBAHRAINI015@GMAIL.COM
NAJAAD CAFETERIA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39431339 or AD-
LALSYAD382@GMAIL.COM
668 CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33113352 
or info@668cafe.com
SIXPENCE HR SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(PROJECT), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13600014 or hhasan@6-pence.
com
AHAD HOLDINGS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of GENERAL MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34678054 or muham.25462@gmail.com
BURGER WAQIF W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17478287 or 
SUPPORT@WAQQF.BH
AL SANAM CLEANING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 

MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17253168 or FIRECHEMTRAD-
ING@GMAIL.COM
RAI SHAHMEER CARGO HANDLING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33677089 or RAYMUSTAFA1919@
GMAIL.COM
THE KHURAM SS COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34649636 or CHB17902@GMAIL.COM
HAJI ALI HAJI GENERAL TRADING COM-
PANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SERVICES HELPER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17822722 or 
HR.HAH@HAHCO.NET
al enma house for security services W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SE-
CURITY GUARD, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36633319 or admin@
enmabh.com
Hybrid electro mechanical company w.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of A/C 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17730017 or vincent.hybrid@
gmail.com
BURAK MASSAGE CENTER has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33922311 
or PRABHULESHP@GMAIL.COM
REEM ALZAIN SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66700086 or 
TAIMREEM@YAHOO.COM
AL HAFIZ ELECTRONICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35913202 or MUHAMMADRI-
AZASHRAF23@GMAIL.COM
MASHTAN RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36668870 or S.MASHTAN@YAHOO.COM
BUSY DAY INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37981700 or MF2814567@GMAIL.COM
ABUASIM DECOR has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DECORATOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33855673 or 
ZOHAIB255@GMAIL.COM
AL MAHAIZA SWEETS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33587705 
or ABDULLAP7705@GMAIL.COM
Socrates gate Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33208929 or socratesgate@gmaiI.
com
H ALDHAEN BOATS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASTING FINISHER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36555845 or HR@ALDHAENMARINE.COM
O2 CARS CARE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17670635 or HA-
MEEDW9@GMAIL.COM
MANJU GENTS SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34529455 or 
NOORA.JASIM98@GMAIL.COM
ABU AMAR GLOBAL CLEANING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33334944 or ABUAMAR.GLOBAL@
GMAIL.COM
AFRICAN & EASTERN (BAHRAIN) W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17838041 or HRO@AFRICANAN-
DEASTERN.COM
4M AUTOMOBILE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36660737 or 
bh.rashed12@GMAIL.COM
PADRI INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36777156 or ASIM109156@GMAIL.COM
AL ROSHINAH RESTAURANT AND CAFE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13109209 or VILLAUOMO@
GMAIL.COM
MANSOOR ISA MANSOOR ALHAYKI has a 

vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17728856 or 
MANSOORPLAZA@HOTMAIL.COM
ALI RASHID ALI HUSAIN / MINHASH 4 - 
4391 has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FISHERMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39282210 or KHALEDALI-
RASHED92@GMAIL.COM
LAROSA PERFUME W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33335348 
or LAROSA.PRFI@GMAIL.COM
QURESHI HAZARA CARGO CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35468570 or HUSNAIN-
QURESHI072@GMAIL.COM
AMALFI FOODS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17746848 or WASSIM@FARHOUD.COM
NASEE LADIES SALOON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39216610 
or JAMALAMIN@YAHOO.COM
Almoayyed Fire and Safety Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SERVICES 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700777 or ALIHASSAN@AL-
MOAYYEDINTL.COM.BH
BAHRAIN BULK TRADE CO, LTD. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17735011 or hr.admin@haji-
hassan.com
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39602882 or alsediqqi12@outlook.
com
AZAAN LAUNDRY  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33899083 or AZANSHAKEELBHATTI@
GMAIL.COM
ROMA SKY ALUMINUM WORKSHOP has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
METAL CLEANING), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 77099116 or aliabutha-
ki@gmail.com
UM KULSUM FAROHA LADIES TAILORING 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36314130 or ALYAHYACONSUL-
TANCY@GMAIL.COM
AL HILAL MULTI SPECIALTY MEDICAL CEN-
TER RIFFA B.S.C CLOSED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17344700 
or HRD@ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
ASB SECURITY SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35070603 or MAGICSHINE775@
YAHOO.COM
AL THABIT AUTOMATIC DOORS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17611755 or 
fahad@althabitdoors.com.sa
JABBARI ELECTRICAL SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33426303 or ISMAEELJABBARY162@
GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
PROCESSING AND TRADING COMPANY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17227474 or riyad@
dabagco.com
Reea Alard Construction has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(DEMOLITION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33277005 or ALEKRI1961@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED HUSSAIN ALI W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39862147 or 
SULINDERSINGH25@YAHOO.IN
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
air resources limited - forreign branch has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CONSUL-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33626221 or ahmed.shabbir@air-
swift.com
RIFFA PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PHOTOGRA-
PHER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39041320 or AGTRAVELSBAH-
RAIN@GMAIL.COM
MAHEEN EVENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37418030 or MUQEETABDUL87@
GMAIL.COM
SILENT PULSE SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33002528 or SILENT-
PULSEBH@GMAIL.COM
BURJ YOUSIF FURNITURE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33040067 or MUNIRB23@HOTMAIL.COM
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@
al-aali.com
MODEST  SCRAP  TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34064018 
or MOONSEE1@GMAIL.COM
RED PANTHER COMPANY  W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36563904 or 
WALIDBAHRAINI015@GMAIL.COM
CRAYO TECH  SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PROGRAM-
MER(COMPUTER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17258246 or INFO@
CRAYOTECH.COM
Abdulaal Cleaning & Maintenance Compa-
ny W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17404101 or SMALACME@GMAIL.COM
seoul resturant w.l.l has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33860121 or seou-
ladliya@gmail.com
JEREH GROUP MIDDLE EAST BAHRAIN 
Branch of a Foreign Company has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BUDGET SUPERIN-
TENDENT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77904677 or ZHONGSHU.GAN@
JEREH.COM
HOUSE OF BLOOMS FOR FLOWERS AND 
GIFTS has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36297786 or 604.junaid@
gmail.COM
BEMCON MARKET INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECRETARY, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39035275 
or bemconn.bh@gmail.com
BOLD TOUCH INTERIORS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 32052366 or TAYEB.HAZAIMEH93@
GMAIL.COM
UM YARA KOSHARY RESTAURANT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34545504 or KHALIFA.ALDOSERI88@
GMAIL.COM
ZAITOON AKHTAR KHAN COLD STORE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39193872 or INFO.DAMIRGROUP@
GMAIL.COM
CLOCK SEASON SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33853237 or 
FJLOVEU@GMAIL.COM
ACACIA BEAUTY CENTER has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33933398 
or JAFFER.MOOSA@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN HYDRAULIC CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PIPEFITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33030595 or EJAZ@BAHRAINHDRAULICS.
COM
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McGregor to make UFC return 
with Holloway rematch
AFP | London

Conor McGregor will return 
to the Ultimate Fighting 

Championship Octagon for the 
first time in five years when he 
takes on Max Holloway in a 
non-title rematch on July 11 in 
Las Vegas, UFC said.

Ireland’s McGregor, a former 
two-weightchampion and still 
one of UFC’s most famous and 
bankable fighters, hasn’t fought 
since suffering a broken leg in 
a loss to Dustin Poirier on July 
10, 2021.

July’s return at UFC 329 will 
be a rematch of his second UFC 
fight, in August of 2013, when 
McGregor beat Holloway in 
Boston despite suffering a torn 
knee ligament during the bout.

The 37-year-old Dubliner 
had withdrawn from a planned 
comeback fight in June of 2024 
with a toe injury.

McGregor has dealt with mul-
tiple issues outside the Octagon.

In 2024 he was found lia-
ble and ordered to pay around 
$250,000 damages to a wom-

an who accused him of rape in 
Ireland.

In December a woman who 
accused McGregor of sexually 
assaulting her at an NBA game 
in Miami dropped her civil 
lawsuit against him, author-
ities having already declined 

to pursue criminal charges. A 
month earlier, McGregor was 
suspended for 18 months af-
ter missing three drug tests in 
a 12-month period, escaping a 
longer ban after Combat Sports 
Anti-Doping said he cooperated 
with their investigation into the 

missed tests.
UFC announced the bout dur-

ing the first MMA promotion by 
YouTuber-turned-boxer Jake 
Paul’s Most Valuable Promo-
tions outfit, a card in Los Ange-
les highlighted by Ronda Rous-
ey’s return against Gina Carano.
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Mohamed Said Maalem 
eyes long-awaited crowning 
glory at BRAVE CF 106

Manama

For Mohamed “L’Ambiance” 
Said Maalem, the pursuit of 

BRAVE Combat Federation gold 
has been a journey filled with 
heartbreak, controversy, and 
unfinished business.

Now, on Saturday, June 6, the 
Algerian-Swiss powerhouse be-
lieves the stars may finally align 
in his favor as he challenges 
Bosnian rival Erko “The Boun-
ty Hunter” Jun for the BRAVE 
CF Light Heavyweight World 
Championship in the co-main 
event of BRAVE CF 106 at Hala 
Tivoli in Ljubljana, Slovenia.

 Said Maalem enters the high-
ly anticipated rematch carrying 
years of frustration and deter-
mination on his shoulders.

 Despite establishing himself 
as one of the most dangerous 
competitors in the division, the 
elusive BRAVE CF World Title 
has remained just beyond his 
grasp.

 “Since the beginning of my ca-
reer, I’ve always dreamed about 

becoming a World Champion,” 
Said Maalem stated. “That is 
what drives me every single day 
in training. I have sacrificed so 
much for this sport, and win-
ning the BRAVE CF belt would 
mean everything to me.”

 His closest brush with cham-
pionship success came at BRAVE 
CF 52 in August 2021, where he 
battled Mohammad “The Lat-
est” Fakhreddine for the vacant 
BRAVE CF Light Heavyweight 
World Title.

 At first, it appeared to be a 
flawless night for Said Maalem. 
Competing in Milan, Italy, he 
overwhelmed Fakhreddine and 
secured a first-round technical 
knockout victory before proudly 
leaving the arena with the pres-
tigious championship strapped 
over his shoulder.

  However, the celebration 
proved fleeting.

 Following a post-fight review, 
officials determined that illegal 
blows to the back of the head 
occurred during the finish.

 The promotion and the gov-
erning commission in Italy 

later overturned the result to 
a no-contest, abruptly erasing 
what was supposed to be Said 
Maalem’s crowning achieve-
ment.

When the two warriors met 
again at BRAVE CF 57 in March 
2022, Fakhreddine removed all 
doubt by stopping Said Maalem 
in the second round to claim the 
vacant championship and crush 
the Algerian-Swiss contender’s 
hopes once more.

 More than four years after 
that emotional rollercoaster 
began, Said Maalem has forced 
his way back into World Title 
contention and insists the stakes 
at BRAVE CF 106 have pushed his 
motivation to another level.

 “This fight means everything 
to me because of what is on the 
line,” he shared. “A World Ti-
tle opportunity does not come 
every day. I know exactly what 
this moment represents, and I 
am preparing to deliver the best 
performance of my career.”

 Standing across from him, 
however, is a familiar and dan-
gerous obstacle.

 Jun already owns a victory 
over Said Maalem after scoring 
a devastating knockout finish in 
their first meeting at BRAVE CF 
81 in April 2024.

 That defeat still lingers in 
the memory of “L’Ambiance,” 
adding another deeply person-
al layer to the championship 
encounter.

 For Said Maalem, BRAVE CF 
106 presents the ultimate op-
portunity to rewrite his story in 
spectacular fashion.

 Not only can he finally cap-
ture the championship that has 
narrowly escaped him for years, 
but he can also avenge one of 
the most painful losses of his 
career against the very man now 
sitting atop the throne.

 “I could not ask for a bigger 
challenge,” Said Maalem de-
clared. “I have the chance to 
take revenge against Erko Jun 
and finally win the BRAVE CF 
gold. That makes this fight even 
more special. On June 6, I plan 
to seize that moment and leave 
Ljubljana as the World Cham-
pion.”

NATIONAL READYMIX CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786665 or pro@nccbahrain.com
BEST 11 ADVERTISING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PLUMBER FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33529090 or TARIQ.VIGI@GMAIL.COM
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38870666 or HA-
MAD@COURIERX.COM
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38870666 or HA-
MAD@COURIERX.COM
BAHRAIN PRECAST CONCRETE CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DIESEL 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17875600 or JSA@BPC.BH
SPRING BREEZE AWNINGS & BLINDS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300186 or MARKWELLBH@LIVE.
COM
ALMANAR TYERS CENTRE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39967747 or WHEELPOWERBH@GMAIL.
COM
ALFAJAR NEW BEAUTY AND SPA W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of BEAU-
TICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33316049 or yousif.almahry@
gmail.com
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PLUMBER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17536275 or BEMCO@BATEL-
CO.COM.BH
MOHAMMAD SABIR CARGO BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PACKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33702517 
or wadimaservices@gmail.com
ASIF AND USMAN SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PACKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33437449 or MARIYASIKANDAR90@
GMAIL.COM
SHIFA AL JAZEERA MEDICAL STORE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MES-
SENGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39330038 or SHIFA.BAH@GMAIL.
COM
ABBOODI SCRAP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(RAW MATERIALS 
SEPARATION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33667545 or RAZA4070@
GMAIL.COM
BETTER LIFE HAIR DRESSING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36511997 or 007ALMAHRIN@GMAIL.C0M
AL NASIR CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SAFETY OFFI-
CER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17714609 or info@NASIRCONST.COM
ASB SECURITY SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35070603 or MAGICSHINE775@
YAHOO.COM
FLY BUY GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35446910 or SADATHBH@GMAIL.COM
ALABRAR GATE CONSTRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PIPE-FITTER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36632002 or ALABRAR00@
HOTMAIL.COM
ALNOOBI DOCUMENTS CLEARANCE AND 
MANAGEMENT  REAL ESTATE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17773556 or ALRAIFFAIN@GMAIL.COM
AUGUSTO BEAUTY SALON has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36869992 or EMANLOVELY7182@GMAIL.
COM
ADNAN & ALAWI TRADING EST. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17410039 or S.m.adnan77@hotmail.com

JANNATHUL KHULOOD SWEETS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39657146 or KHADIJAALKHAN18@GMAIL.
COM
ASWANA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39100113 or ASWA-
NA2020@GMAIL.COM
SPANJE MANAGMENT CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33448200 or IDE-
ALSTARBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
REGENT GENTS SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33169704 or 
WAL-AL-B2@HOTMAIL.COM
YARANART COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39800443 or DDKK44445@GMAIL.COM
MORDI MOR FOR DESIGN TRAINING PRO-
GRAMMES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DESIGNER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37111115 or MEJU-
LUS@GMAIL.COM
ABBOODI SCRAP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(RAW MATERIALS 
SEPARATION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33667545 or RAZA4070@
GMAIL.COM
BETTER LIFE HAIR DRESSING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36511997 or 007ALMAHRIN@GMAIL.C0M
AL NASIR CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SAFETY OFFI-
CER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17714609 or info@NASIRCONST.COM
ASB SECURITY SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35070603 or MAGICSHINE775@
YAHOO.COM
FLY BUY GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35446910 or SADATHBH@GMAIL.COM
ALABRAR GATE CONSTRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PIPE-FITTER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36632002 or ALABRAR00@
HOTMAIL.COM
ALNOOBI DOCUMENTS CLEARANCE AND 
MANAGEMENT  REAL ESTATE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17773556 or ALRAIFFAIN@GMAIL.COM
AUGUSTO BEAUTY SALON has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36869992 or EMANLOVELY7182@GMAIL.
COM
ADNAN & ALAWI TRADING EST. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17410039 or S.m.adnan77@hotmail.com
JANNATHUL KHULOOD SWEETS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39657146 or KHADIJAALKHAN18@GMAIL.
COM
ASWANA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39100113 or ASWA-
NA2020@GMAIL.COM
SPANJE MANAGMENT CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33448200 or IDE-
ALSTARBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
REGENT GENTS SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33169704 or 
WAL-AL-B2@HOTMAIL.COM
YARANART COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39800443 or DDKK44445@GMAIL.COM
MORDI MOR FOR DESIGN TRAINING PRO-
GRAMMES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DESIGNER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37111115 or MEJU-
LUS@GMAIL.COM
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Action from Conor McGregor’s 2013 fight against Max Holloway



Talajic names 30-man squad
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Bahrain head coach Dragan Talajic 
has announced a 30-man nation-
al team squad as preparations in-

tensify for international commitments, 
including a training camp in Georgia 
next month.

The squad includes goalkeepers 
Omar Salem, Mohammed Al Gharabli 
and Goodwill Chia.

Defenders selected are Abdulla 
Ahmed, Sayed Mahmood Al Moosawi, 
Hassan Al Karani, Abdulla Al Khalasi, 
Waleed Al Hayyam, Amine Benaddi, 
Ahmed Bughammar, Ahmed Rabeea, 
Ahmed Dhiya, Hamad Al Shamsan and 
Vincent Emmanuel.

The midfield options are Ibrahim 
Al Khatal, Mohammed Abdulqayoom, 
Abbas Al Asfoor, Sayed Dhiya Saeed and 
Komail Al Aswad.

Forwards named in the squad are 
Ali Madan, Al Sayed Hashim Isa, Saleh 
Al Zubaidi, Ali Al Doseri, Hussain Ab-
dulkarim, Sayed Mahdi Sharaf, Mo-
hammed Marhoon, Mohammed Al 
Rumaihi, Mahdi Abduljabbar, Mahdi 
Humaidan and Omar Saber.

According to the schedule announced 
by the Bahrain Football Association, the 
local camp will begin on Thursday, with 
a training match scheduled for 25 May. 
Players involved with their clubs in the 
Nasser bin Hamad Premier League 
play-offs will join the squad on 31 May.

Bahrain’s overseas-based players will 
join the national team on 1 June, before 

the squad travels to Georgia the follow-
ing day for a training camp ahead of the 

27th Arabian Gulf Cup (Khaleeji 27). 
The official draw for the tournament 

will take place today, with the compe-
tition to be hosted by the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia from 23 September to 6 
October.
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Sayed Hashim Isa on the ball during training drills Bahrain head coach Dragan Talajic during a training scrimmage

Arsenal Grind Out Vital Burnley Win
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Arsenal secured a crucial 
1–0 victory over Burnley 

at the Emirates Stadium yester-
day, collecting three vital points 
that keep their title hopes alive 
heading into the final stretch of 
the season.

Mikel Arteta’s side knew 
that anything less than a win 
could prove costly in the title 
race, and the pressure was ev-
ident from the outset. Burnley, 

already relegated but playing 
with freedom, made the contest 
scrappy and difficult, limiting 
Arsenal’s ability to carve out 
clear chances against a compact 
defensive block.

The breakthrough arrived in 
the 37th minute through Kai 
Havertz. Bukayo Saka deliv-
ered a perfectly weighted cor-
ner from the right, with the ball 
hanging invitingly in the air. 
Burnley defenders hesitated 
and failed to challenge, allow-
ing Havertz to rise highest and 

guide his header into the net. 
The Emirates erupted, stirring 
memories of the Invincibles 
era, 22 years on from the iconic 
2003–04 season.

The German’s goal ultimately 
proved enough to decide the 
match.

The result carries significant 
implications for the title race, 
with Arsenal moving five points 
clear of Manchester City, who 
still have a game in hand. City 
face AFC Bournemouth away 
today at 9:30 PM (Bahrain time), 

a result that could bring them 
back within touching distance 
depending on the outcome.

With one match remaining 
against Crystal Palace on Sun-
day, Arsenal remain firmly in 
contention for long-awaited 
Premier League glory, although 
the pressure at the top is far 
from over. Palace also have a 
UEFA Conference League fi-
nal just three days later, which 
could lead them to field a more 
rotated and rested side for the 
league fixture. Kai Havertz celebrates Arsenal’s winning goal

Mourinho set for shock Madrid return
TDT | Manama

José Mourinho is reportedly 
close to a return to Real Ma-

drid more than a decade after 
leaving the club, with discus-
sions said to be at an advanced 
stage over a potential manageri-
al comeback.

The 63-year-old Portuguese 
coach, currently at Benfica, is 
being lined up to take charge 
following a disappointing sea-
son by Madrid’s standards. Al-
though second in La Liga, Los 
Blancos trail FC Barcelona by 11 
points with one match remain-
ing. They have also suffered 
consecutive quarter-final exits 
in the UEFA Champions League, 
raising concerns over their per-
formance during the business 
end of the season.

Club president Florentino 
Pérez is understood to be cen-
tral to the push for change, with 
Mourinho viewed internally as 
a figure capable of restoring 
authority and competitive dis-
cipline. 

There is a growing belief 
within the club that the cur-
rent squad has lacked control 

in crucial moments and requires 
stronger tactical and psycholog-
ical direction.

Mourinho previously man-
aged Real Madrid from 2010 to 
2013, winning La Liga with a 
record of 100 points and lifting 
the Copa del Rey. His tenure 
defined one of the most intense 
periods in modern Spanish foot-
ball, shaped by a fierce rivalry 
with Pep Guardiola’s FC Bar-
celona.

Since departing Madrid, 
Mourinho has overseen spells 
at several of Europe’s leading 
clubs.

At Chelsea, he won the Pre-
mier League and League Cup 
in his second stint, reaffirming 
his ability to deliver immediate 
results.

At Manchester United, he 
added the Europa League, 
League Cup, and Community 
Shield, maintaining a steady 

flow of trophies despite incon-
sistent league form.

At Tottenham Hotspur, he 
improved competitiveness and 
stability, though his tenure end-
ed shortly before a domestic 
cup final.

At AS Roma, he secured the 
inaugural UEFA Europa Con-
ference League in 2022 and 
reached the Europa League fi-
nal the following season, before 
leaving amid mixed domestic 
results.

His brief spell at Fenerbahçe 
ended after the club failed to 
secure Champions League qual-
ification.

A return to the Spanish giants 
would likely be supported by 
significant transfer backing as 
the club looks to reassert itself 
domestically and in Europe. 
If completed, the move would 
mark one of the most notable 
managerial returns in recent 
football history. 

For Real Madrid, it signals 
a possible shift toward a more 
structured, hard-edged identi-
ty. For Mourinho, it represents 
another opportunity at the elite 
level of European football.

José Mourinho (R) with club president Florentino Perez at his unveiling in 2010

Carvajal to leave Real 
Madrid at end of season
AFP | Madrid

Re a l  M a d r i d  c a p t a i n 
Dani Carvajal will leave 

the club at the end of the 
season, Los Blancos said  
yesterday.

The Spain international, 
who has played 450 times 
for Madrid, has won 27 tro-
phies including six Champi-
ons Leagues and four La Liga  
titles.

“Real Madrid wishes to 
express its gratitude and af-
fection to one of the greatest 
legends of our club and world 
football,” said the Spanish gi-
ants in a statement.

Carvajal, 34, came through 
Real Madrid’s La Fabrica youth 
academy and after signing for 
Bayer Leverkusen in 2012, Los 
Blancos bought him back the 
following summer.

“Carvajal is a legend and a 
symbol of Real Madrid and its 
academy,” said Real Madrid 
president Florentino Perez.

The defender was hoping to 
play for Spain at the World Cup 

this summer but has struggled 
with various injuries through 
a disappointing campaign and 
will not be called up by coach 
Luis de la Fuente according to 
Spanish media.

Carvajal will play his last 
match for the club at the San-
tiago Bernabeu this weekend 
against Athletic Bilbao in La 
Liga, at the end of a second 
straight season without a ma-
jor trophy for Madrid.



Bahrain Keep Perfect 
Record in GCC Handball
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s handball team 
continued their strong 
campaign at the fourth 

GCC Games in Doha with a 36–25 
victory over Saudi Arabia at Du-
hail Handball Hall, reinforcing 
their reputation as one of the 
tournament’s leading contend-
ers. 

The reigning Asian champi-
ons, led by Swedish coach Rob-
ert Hedin, controlled the match 
from the opening whistle and 
never allowed their regional ri-
vals to settle, building on their 
opening win against Kuwait.

Captain Hussain Al Sayyad set 
the tone early with a 2–0 lead, 
assisted by Mohammed Habib 
Nasser, as Bahrain quickly im-
posed their rhythm on both ends 
of the court. The early exchang-
es saw Bahrain’s structured at-
tack repeatedly break through 
Saudi Arabia’s defence, with Mo-
hammed Habib Nasser adding 
another key finish for 4–1.

The advantage continued to 
grow as Ahmed Fadhel struck 
for 9–3, before Salman Al Show-
aikh completed a well-worked 
move to push the score to 17–10. 
Bahrain’s fluid transitions and 
disciplined defensive shape en-
sured they remained firmly in 
control throughout the first half, 
going into the break with a com-
fortable 19–11 lead.

After the restart, Bahrain 
maintained their intensity and 
extended their dominance 
through fast breaks and effi-
cient attacking sequences. Jas-

sim Khamis added a goal for 
21–13, Mohammed Habib Nas-
ser struck again for 24–16, and 
Salman Al Showaikh produced 
further finishing quality with 
two more goals, including the 

final strike to seal a 36–25 win.
Saudi Arabia managed a late 

response, but Bahrain’s superi-
ority remained clear until the 
final whistle confirmed another 
convincing victory in Doha.

“We played a good match, we 
were able to dominate from the 
start,” said Mohammed Habib 
Nasser. “In terms of our upcom-
ing match against Qatar, we’ll 
have a look at the video clips 

and try to improve our perfor-
mance.”

The win takes Bahrain to 
four points in the competition, 
strengthening their position 
ahead of a key clash with hosts 
Qatar at 4.30pm. It also marks 
back-to-back victories follow-
ing their earlier success against 
Kuwait. National football goal-
keeper Ebrahim Lutfalla was 
among those in attendance, 
supporting the team from the  
stands.

Beyond handball, Bahrain’s 
athletes were also in action 
across several disciplines at the 
Games in Doha.

Snooker at the Qatar Billiards 
& Snooker Federation Hall saw 
Bahrain’s men fall 3–1 to Oman, 
marking a setback in their cam-
paign.

At the Aspire Dome, Bahrain’s 

women claimed a 2–1 victory 
over Qatar in padel, while the 
men’s team also faced Qatar.

At Lusail Shooting Range, 
Bahrain competed in both the 
men’s and women’s trap events 
(75 targets qualification).

The men’s team finished fifth 
and last with 184 points. In the 
men’s individual trap qualifica-
tion, Ismaeel Ghuloom placed 
14th with 65 points, Saeed 
Ali finished 17th with 62, and 
Ahmed Aldhawaihi came 21st 
with 57.

The women’s team finished 
third and last with 171 points. 
In the women’s individual trap 
qualification, Maryam Sulaiti 
placed 7th with 60 points, Mar-
wa Buarki and Fatema Nasralla 
both finished 11th with 58 points, 
while Samah Hejres came 13th 
with 53.

Champions return home after GCC success

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s athletics and table 
tennis teams were welcomed 

back to the kingdom yesterday 
after a strong showing at the 4th 
GCC Games in Doha, where they 
continued their impressive run 
across multiple sports.

Officials from the Bahrain 

Olympic Committee, including 
Executive Director of Opera-
tions Ahmed Mohammed Ab-
dulghaffar and Dr. Moayyed Al 
Alawi, received the athletes on 
arrival. Both praised the team’s 
performances and commitment, 
and reaffirmed continued sup-
port for upcoming competitions.

Bahrain’s athletics team ac-

counted for most of the medals, 
producing a series of dominant 
displays and several podium 
sweeps.

In one of the latest events, 
Raihanah Garoubah won gold 
in the women’s 200m in 23.23 
seconds, ahead of teammate Ai-
sha Abdullah, who took silver. 
Noora Jasim claimed gold in the 

women’s shot put with a best 
effort of 15.29m.

In the women’s 1,500m, Nelly 
Korir secured gold in 4:22.56, 
with teammate Tigest Mekonen 
taking silver. Abdikani Hamid 
won gold in the men’s 5,000m 
in 14:54.95, followed by com-
patriot Dawit Fikadu in silver  
position.

The women’s 4x400m relay 
team — Zenab Mahamat, Aisha 
Abdullah, Sufian Abdulghani, 
and Kemi Adekoya — added an-
other gold in 3:34.29.

Bahrain also earned a bronze 
in the men’s 200m through Ali 
Haji, who clocked 20.80 sec-
onds.

In the latest table tennis ac-

tion, Ryan Emad secured bronze 
in the women’s singles after a 
3–2 win over compatriot Dana 
Alkhayyat in the third-place 
match.

With competition at the 
Games running until May 22, 
Bahrain are expected to remain 
in medal contention in the re-
maining events.

Head coach Robert Hedin gives tactical instructions from the sideline

Bahrain table tennis team welcomed by Bahrain Olympic CommitteeBahrain athletics team celebrated after strong GCC performance

Hussain Al Sayyad goes for goal against Saudi
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