
Third phase ID Card 
distribution begins 
Systems and programmes were 

updated to ensure smoothness and 
speed of delivery

TDT | Manama 

iGA has launched the third 
phase distribution of 

Bahrain’s new look ID cards, 
which got underway earlier 
this year when it was handed 
over to newborn baby Sultan 
during its pilot phase. 

In the first phase, which 
started in January, the ID 
cards, which includes a bundle 
of technically advanced fea-
tures, were limited to Bahraini 
newborns. 

The second phase covered 
Bahraini citizens who applied 
online or through fast track 
lounges in the Isa Town & 
Muharraq Service Centers. 
New cards were distributed 
when requests were made for 
renewing or replacing lost or 
damaged ID cards.

Identity Card is the King-
dom’s official identification 
verification method used by 
citizens or residents to com-
plete any form of service 
including governmental , 
health-related, banking, pay-
ment verification, and more.

It is issued for a legally ap-
proved fee of BD2 – meaning 
there are no additional charg-
es.  

Start of the third phase 
was announced by the Chief 
Executive of Information & 
eGovernment Authority (iGA) 
Mohamed Ali AlQaed, which 
covers all citizens who applied 
online or booking appoint-
ments or personal visits.

The third phase, AlQaed 
said, launched under the guid-
ance of General Shaikh Rashid 
bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, the 
Minister of Interior in line 
with International Civil Avi-
ation Organization standards 
(ICAO).

The authority also went 

through a series of prepara-
tions to overcome the chal-
lenges that might arise during 
the issuance process, AlQaed 
said. 

Several updates were made 
to the printing management 
system, Population Registry 
Central system, the ID Card 
updating system and the elec-
tronic ID Card reader. 

The card, authorities said, 
uses a material resistant to 
damages and includes finer 
quality fonts for visibility. It 
also replaces the Special Needs 
cards provided by the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Devel-
opment.
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The third phase was 
launched under the 
guidance of General 
Shaikh Rashid bin 

Abdullah Al Khalifa, 
the Minister of 
Interior in line 

with International 
Civil Aviation 
Organization 

standards (ICAO)

MOHAMED ALI ALQAED

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF INFORMATION & 
EGOVERNMENT AUTHORITY

The Sri Lanka Club was relocated to its new premises in Adliya on Thursday, after opening its office in Gudaibiya 35 years ago. The opening ceremony of the new building was held in the presence of Dr A. Saj U. Mendis, Ambassador for Sri Lanka to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, over 150 members and other guests.

Electricity and Water Affairs Minister Dr Abdulhussain Mirza with Japan Bank for International Co-operation (JBIC) Regional Director for Renewable Energy and 
Natural Resources in the Middle East Masaaki Yamada, who was accompanied by a number of senior officials at the bank. The minister praised the activities 
and programmes of the bank in promoting sustainable development in the developed countries.  Yamada expressed his desire to activate further cooperation 
between the Center for Sustainable Energy of the Electricity and Water Authority and the bank in areas of mutual interest, especially the benefit of the new JBIC 
programmes.

Leave Iran, Iraq ‘immediately’
Bahrain issues travel warning against Iraq, Iran citing regional tension

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain has ordered its cit-
izens to “immediately” 
leave Iraq and Iran for 

their safety, amid rising tension 
in the region and the recent es-
calations and threats against 
security and stability.

Foreign Ministry made the 
announcement through BNA 
yesterday afternoon. 

The statement cited “unstable 
situation in the region and the 
grave developments and threats 
that threaten security and sta-
bility” for the warning. 

The Ministry stressed the 
need to take the utmost pre-

cautions and care. 
Washington on Wednesday 

pulled non-emergency staff 
members from its embassy in 
the Iraqi capital Baghdad out 
of apparent concern about per-
ceived threats from neighbour-
ing Iran, to which Iraqi Shia 
militias are allied. Earlier yes-
terday, Exxon evacuated its for-

eign staff from an Iraqi oilfield. 
In another development, the 

Federal Aviation Administration 
of the US has warned US airlines 
flying over the Gulf to exercise 
caution “due to heightened mil-
itary activities and increased 
political tensions in the region.”

The advisory also covers air-
space over the Gulf of Oman. 

Increased tensions in the 
region “present an increas-
ing inadvertent risk to US civil 
aviation operations due to the 
potential for miscalculation or 
misidentification, said the FAA 
advisory released late Thursday.

The regulator also warned 
that aircraft flying in the area 

could encounter “inadvertent 
GPS interference and commu-
nications jamming, which could 
occur with little to no warning.”

Washington has deployed an 
aircraft carrier group and B-52 
bombers to the region against 
what it claims is an imminent 
threat from Tehran.

The Pentagon’s deployment 
to the Gulf of a carrier group led 
by the USS Abraham Lincoln is 
accompanied by B-52 bombers. 

President Donald Trump’s 
administration has also ordered 
non-essential diplomatic staff 
out of Iraq, citing threats from 
Iranian-backed Iraqi armed 
groups.

U.S. Navy, Aviation Ordnanceman 3rd Class Alexandrina Ross, right, and Aviation Ordnanceman Airman Hunter Musil, left, inspect a bomb on the USS Abraham 
Lincoln while it sails in the Arabian Sea. (Associated Press)

For assistance, contact: 
Bahrain Embassy, Baghdad: 
009647814256980

Consulate General of Bahrain, 
Najaf:  009647728672227

Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 
0097317227555
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The cheeky 
romantic comedy 
Breaking & Exiting
One may not be quite 
sure who is actually 
getting robbed in the 
cheeky romantic
comedy Breaking & 
Exiting--| P13
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King Hamad, Queen Elizabeth honours showjumping champions 
TDT | London

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II of the United King-
dom and Northern Ireland yes-
terday attend a ceremony to 
honour the winners of military 
showjumping championship 
held yesterday for the Cup of 
HM the King as part of the Royal 
Windsor Horse Show.

HM the King’s Personal Rep-
resentative, Supreme Coun-
cil for the Environment (SCE) 
President His Highness Shaikh 
Abdulla bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, 
HM the King’s Representative 
for Charity Works and Youth 
Affairs and Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports (SCYS) 
Chairman HH Shaikh Nass-
er bin Hamad Al Khalifa and 
SCYS First Deputy Chairman, 
Bahrain Olympic Committee 
(BOC) President and Head of 

the Bahrain Athletics Associa-
tion (BAA) HH Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa attended. He 
was accompanied by HH Shaikh 
Faisal bin Rashid Al-Khalifa, 
Chairman of the Bahrain Roy-
al Equestrian and Endurance 
Federation, Supreme Council 
for the Environment Vice Pres-
ident.

Sultan Ibrahim Ibni Almar-
hum Sultan Iskandar Al-Haj of 

Johor Province, senior officials, 
invitees, members of the delega-
tion accompanying HM the King 
and equestrian sport fans were 
also present at the ceremony.

His Majesty King Hamad and 
HM Queen Elizabeth II crowned 
the BDF Military Sports Team 
which won HM the King’s Cup 
after winning the showjumping 
championship. Led by Khalid Al 
Khatery, the team also includes 

Ahmed Mansour and Saber Sal-
man. His Majesty King Ham-
ad and HM Queen Elizabeth II 
crowned the winners in differ-
ent other competitions.

HM the King crowned UAE 
rider Ghanim Said with HM the 
King’s Cup and congratulated 
him on winning the 120-kilo-
metre-long endurance race.

HH Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad 
Al-Khalifa honoured the win-
ners of HM Showjumping Cup 
as well as the top riders who 
took part yesterday in the 120 
KM and 80km-qualification en-
durance races.

The Dubai Police Knights and 
the British Royal Army Cavalry 
stage shows won the attendees’ 
admiration.

King Hamad expressed deep-
est thanks to HM Queen Eliza-
beth II for her kind invitation 
to attend this international fes-
tival, as well as a warm welcome 
and generous hospitality.

HM King and Queen Elizabeth II attend a ceremony to honour the winners

Bahrain postal service receives top UN honour
TDT | Manama

Mohammed Zafran

Bahrain’s has achieved a 
high honour for its out-
standing level of postal 

service in the implementation of 
a key international project. 

Bahrain, represented by Bah-
rain post and the Ministry of 
Transportation and Telecom-
munications, was honoured 

with the Universal Postal Union 
Quality of Service Fund award 
for the outstanding implemen-
tation of a ‘Global Monitoring 
System’  (GMS) project.  

Universal Postal Union (UPU) 
is a specialised agency of the 
United Nations (UN) that coor-
dinates postal policies among 
member nations, in addition to 
the worldwide postal system. 
The UPU contains four bodies 
consisting of the Congress, the 

Council of Administration (CA), 
the Postal Operations Coun-
cil (POC) and the International 
Bureau (IB).  According to UPU, 
GMS is a state-of-the-art meas-
urement system managed by the 
UPU International Bureau. 

“Its primary objective is to 
provide each participant with 
accurate, high-quality opera-
tional results. This information 
can be used to determine UPU 
terminal dues remuneration, 

according to a performance bo-
nus system established within 
the UPU, and to contribute to in-
formed decisions on operational 
and quality improvement.” UPU 
stated.

Transportation and Telecom-
munications Minister, Kamal 
Ahmed said that it is a proud 
achievement for Bahrain post. 
He commended Bahrain post’s 
management and employees for 
their hard work. 

Citizens’ contribution key to 
development: Deputy King

TDT | Manama 

Deputy King, His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman 

bin Hamad Al Khalifa yes-
terday stressed Kingdom’s 
commitment to achieving its 
forward-looking development 
goals, which places citizens at 
the heart of all development 
efforts.

Prince Salman was visiting 
the Majlis of the Chairman of 
Shura Council Ali bin Saleh 
Al Saleh, the Majlis of the Al 
Arrayed family, and the Majlis 
of the late Mohammed Yousif 
Jalal and his sons.

“Citizens’ contribution to 
the Kingdom’s comprehensive 
development led by His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa plays a key role in ad-
vancing Bahrain’s positioning 
on the regional and interna-
tional arenas,” said HRH Prince 
Salman.

HRH Prince Salman further 
extended his gratitude and ap-

preciation to Bahraini citizens 
on their commitment to the 
Kingdom’s development. 

Moving on, the Deputy 
King hailed the far-reaching 
multilateral ties that exist be-
tween Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait, thanking the con-
tinual support they extend 
to the Kingdom across all  
sectors.

The Deputy King also laud-
ed the role of the Legislative 
Authority in attaining vari-
ous national achievements, 
stressing the importance of 
further enhancing coopera-
tion between the Legislative 
Authority and the Executive 
Authority. 

For their part, the Majlis 
hosts and guests expressed 
their gratitude for His Royal 
Highness’s visit.

His Highness Shaikh Isa bin 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
accompanied His Royal High-
ness during his Majlis visits.

Deputy King during a Majlis

Withdrawal 
underway
AFP | Hodeida, Yemen 

The UN confirmed a 
withdrawal by Yemen’s 
Huthis from three Red 

Sea ports had begun yesterday, 
while a senior pro-government 
official accused them of faking 
the pullout.

The pullback is a first step 
in implementing a hard-won 
ceasefire deal reached between 
Yemen’s internationally-rec-
ognised government and the 
Iran-backed Huthis late last  
year.

“Yes, it has begun,” said UN 
spokesman Farhan Haq, when 
asked whether redeployment 
of Huthi troops was underway.  

Sources close to the Huthis 
said that the ports were handed 
over to coastguard personnel 
who were in charge before the 

rebels took over almost five 
years ago.

A photographer at Saleef 
port saw  Huthi troops leave 
the facility, and men dressed 
in coastguard uniforms enter, 
adding that these movements 
were observed by the UN.

But the govenor of Hodei-
da, Al-Hasan Taher, said the 

Huthis were merely reshuffling 
personnel.

“The Huthis are staging a 
new ploy by handing over the 
ports of Hodeida, Saleef and 
Ras Issa to themselves without 
any monitoring by the United 
Nations and the government 
side,” the government-appoint-
ed official said.

Huthi rebels stand at attention at the Saleef port in the Red Sea port of 
Hodeidah

US sends naval 
strike group 

Washington, United States

The United States con-
firmed yesterday it is 

deploying an amphibious 
assault ship and a Patriot 
missile battery to bolster 
an aircraft carrier and B-52 
bombers already sent to the 
Gulf. In response to alleged 
threats from Iran, the USS 
Arlington, which transports 
marines, amphibious vehi-
cles, conventional landing 
craft and rotary aircraft, and 
the Patriot air defence sys-
tem will join the Abraham 
Lincoln carrier group, the 
Pentagon announced.

The carrier and a B-52 
bomber task force were or-
dered towards the Gulf, as 
Washington reiterated that 
intelligence reports sug-
gested Iran was planning 
some sort of attack in the 
region.


