
Reuters  | Bagram, Afghanistan 

As the early morning light 
breaks over the plain north 

of Kabul, bird hunter Jan Agha 
checks his snares as he has done 
for the past 30 years, hoping to 
catch a crane, using a tethered bird 
to lure others down to the nets.

Bird hunting is an ancient sport 
in Afghanistan, where local and 
migrating species have flocked 
for thousands of years and where 
even amid the chaos of the past 
40 years of conflict, the tradition 
persists.

“I have learned different types 
of hunting from my ancestors be-
cause they were hunters too,” said 
49-year-old Jan Agha, a farmer in 
Parwan province.

“Some of my sons have learned 
hunting from me and I hope to see 
at least two of my sons become 
hunters so my name is remem-
bered and people know my sons 

after my death.”
The war has left much of the en-

vironment near Kabul devastated 
with uncleared mines, pollution, 
uncontrolled building and general 
neglect. Only in the last few years 
has there been an effort to restore 
areas like the former royal hunting 
grounds at Kol-e-Hashmat Khan 
in the city’s southwest.

Spring is the season of cranes, 
which the hunters try to catch 
alive in snares, using a specially 
trained tethered bird whose cries 
attract passing flocks.

“I like this crane because it 
won’t be silent when the other 
big groups of cranes come, and it 
always forces them to come down. 
I like it because he is really a hunt-
er bird.”

With environmental controls 
virtually non-existent, there is 
little check on how many birds 
are caught or shot and Jan Agha, 
who started hunting when he was 
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YOU CAN’T DO, AND YOU WILL NEVER 
PAY ATTENTION TO THEIR LIMITA-
TIONS AGAIN 
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Saudi studio answers to 
the dreams of young girls

A Jeddah-
based studio 

is allowing the 
young to discover 

the beauty of 
ballet with all 

its physical and 
mental benefits
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‘A hunter’s hope’: Snaring birds in warring Afghanistan
Bird hunting is 
an ancient sport 
in Afghanistan, 
where local and 
migrating species 
have flocked for 
thousands of 
years and where 
even amid the 
chaos of the 
past 40 years 
of conflict, the 
tradition persists

Ballet instructor Rana practices in her studio in Jeddah

Jan Agha feeds his cranes at a field in Bagram


