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HISTORY
Mongolian victory 
at the naval Battle of 
Yamen ends the Song 
Dynasty in China

Two hundred members of the 
Peking imperial family and court 
commit suicide out of loyalty to 

the last Ming Emperor, Chongzhen

Confederate cruiser SS Georgiana is destroyed on her maiden 
voyage with a cargo of munitions and medicines valued at over 
$1,000,000. The wreck is discovered exactly 102 years later by teen-
age diver and pioneer underwater archaeologist E. Lee Spence.

Airstrikes by an American and British-led 
coalition signal the beginning of the invasion 

of Iraq without United Nations support and 
in defiance of world opinion

The United Arab Emirates affirmed that targeting energy facilities linked 
to the South Pars gas field in the Islamic Republic of Iran, which is an 
extension of the North Field in the sisterly State of Qatar, constitutes 

a dangerous escalation. Targeting energy infrastructure poses a direct 
threat to global energy security... It also entails serious environmental 

repercussions and exposes civilians, maritime security, and vital civilian 
and industrial facilities to direct risks.
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The Union Cabinet 
has approved the 

Small  Hydro Power 
Development Scheme, 
which will boost clean 
energy, attract invest-
ments and create em-
ployment across rural 
and remote regions. The 
Northeast in particular 
will gain significantly 
from the scheme.

@narendramodi

All men and women, 
especially Chris-

tians, are called to fix 
their gaze on those who 
suffer, on the pain of 
the lonely, and on those 
who are emarginated 
for various reasons, for 
without them we can-
not build a just society. 
Only together can we 
build communities of 
solidarity capable of 
caring for everyone, in 
which wellbeing and 
peace can flourish for 
the benefit of all. Car-
ing for the humanity 
of others helps us to 
live our own lives to 
the full.

@Pontifex

The war in the Mid-
dle East must stop. 

Diplomacy must prevail.  
All Security Council res-
olutions must be imple-
mented. The latest one, 
resolution 2817, must 
be respected, as we see 
that countries in the Gulf 
continue to be targeted.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Beware: He Is Watching 
You!

What if our biggest 
investment in 

security has quietly 
become our biggest 
vulnerability? The 

CCTV camera—
installed to protect 

us—may, in some 
cases, be exposing 

us instead.

It happened many years ago—I mean, in 2010—back when 
life was simple, evenings were predictable, and our biggest 
worry was choosing between dosa and pizza.

 Like many, we had a weekly ritual: “Let’s go out.” No agenda, 
no plan—just drive, eat, come back, and feel accomplished. That 
day, we picked Zallaq—smooth drive, sea breeze, and of course, 
the compulsory roadside snacks.

 An hour later, we returned home. The watchman greeted 
us as usual. Our villa was in a compound with the sea on three 
sides, a single-entry gate, 
three guards, and, seem-
ingly, zero chance of any-
thing going wrong.

 While my wife went for 
a shower, I walked into 
the bedroom to change—
and there it was. The cup-
board looked different. I 
sensed immediately that 
something was terribly 
wrong.

Our locker was open, 
and to my surprise, it was 
empty.

 The big question—how 
did this happen? Doors 
locked. Watchmen alert. 
Sea all around. No broken 
windows. No drama. Just 
a silent, surgical strike. 
The thief clearly knew our house better than we did.

 My wife was devastated. We never recovered the 
gold or money we lost. But what we did gain was 
something priceless: fear. It moved in with us rent-free.

 So we did what any logical person would do—we moved. New 
compound. More security. Cameras everywhere. Guards who 
looked like they took their job seriously. We even installed our 
own CCTV system inside the villa.

But one fine afternoon, while we were at work, someone 
walked in—broad daylight, no appointment—and walked out 
with our expensive watches.

My wife didn’t even argue. She just gave me that look—the 
“we are moving again” look.

So we moved again.
New place. Gated. Two security guards. Solid system. 
Day one: perfect.
Day two: theft in the neighbour’s house.
I told my wife, “Welcome to the club.”
Thankfully, this time we had some positive news. The police 

caught the thief and brought him to the compound. He looked 
calm, almost impressed. While leaving, he asked the watchman:

“I entered right in front of you. What exactly is your job?”
Nobody could answer. The watchman didn’t have to—he was 

fired the next day.
After all this, my wife raised her eyebrow. I offered my final 

piece of wisdom:
“Let’s just not keep anything expensive at home.”
To some extent, the problem has been resolved. We even 

joked about not locking the main door—as if to send a message: 
“Dear Jean Valjean, welcome to our home. Please enjoy your 
short stay while we are away.”

But the mystery remained. How did the thief know exactly 
where to look? Who told them? The maid? The cleaner? A 
delivery person? Or was it just bad luck?

I finally found a possible answer.
While browsing the NewsofBahrain page yesterday, I noticed 

a cybersecurity alert. It warned about unsecured CCTV cameras. 
These so-called vigilant watchdogs, it said, can easily turn into 
silent informants if not properly protected.

Hackers can get in, watch your home, study your routines, 
and plan their moves with chilling precision.

And suddenly, everything starts to make sense.
What if our biggest investment in security has quietly become 

our biggest vulnerability? The CCTV camera—installed to pro-
tect us—may, in some cases, be exposing us instead.

I think I’ve found part of the answer.
So here’s what we can do: secure your internet network and 

cameras with strong, unique passwords. Keep your systems 
updated. Avoid connecting your DVR to the internet unless nec-
essary. Do not allow direct remote access to your cameras, and 
always enable multi-factor authentication wherever possible.

I’ve taken these steps myself. 
But the question still lingers: what about the hacker? Is he 

getting smarter, too?
Is the game still on?
Keeping Fingers crossed

( The author is the Chairman & Managing Director of The Daily Tribune)

Israel, US hit Iranian gas facility  Iran vows to target 
Gulf energyUS-Israeli strikes hit Iranian 

facilities at a major Gulf gas 
field yesterday  causing a 

fire, Iranian state television re-
ported.

“Moments ago, parts of the gas 
facilities located in the South Pars 
Special Economic Energy Zone in 
Asaluyeh were struck by projec-
tiles fired by the American-Zionist 
enemy,” state television reported, 
citing Ehsan Jahanian, the deputy 
governor of the southern Bushehr 
province, where the facility is lo-
cated.

It added that firefighting teams 
were dispatched to the scene to 
contain the fire.

The South Pars/North Dome 
mega-field is the largest known gas 
reserve in the world.

The field supplies around 70 per-
cent of Iran’s domestic natural gas.

Iran, which shares the massive 
field with energy giant Qatar, has 
been developing its side since the 
late 1990s.

During the 12-day war in June 
last year, Israel struck Iranian fa-
cilities operating at the field.

Iran’s military said it would target en-
ergy infrastructure across the Gulf 
following a US-Israeli attack on its fa-

cilities at a major gas field, state television 
reported yesterday.

The military’s operational command 
Khatam Al-Anbiya said in a statement that 
it would “severely strike the source of the 
aggression and consider targeting the fuel, 

energy and gas infrastructure” of countries 
from which the attacks were launched.

Iran accuses Gulf states of allowing US 
forces to conduct attacks from their territo-
ry, and Iranian state television published a 
list of “legitimate targets” including oil and 
gas facilities in Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates, saying they “will be 
targeted in the coming hours”.

UAE condemns targeting of South Pars gas field, after Iran blames US, Israel Iran was not rebuilding 
nuclear enrichment

US intelligence finds
AFP | Washington, United States

US intelligence concluded 
Wednesday that Iran was 
not rebuilding nuclear 

enrichment capacities that 
were destroyed in a June 2025 
US-Israeli attack, contradicting 
President Donald Trump’s jus-
tifications for his ongoing war.

Tulsi Gabbard, a Trump ally 
who is director of national intel-
ligence, shared the conclusion 
in written testimony as part of 
an annual threat assessment but 
did not repeat the finding when 
speaking to senators.

“As a result of Operation Mid-
night Hammer, Iran’s nuclear 
enrichment program was oblit-
erated. There has been no ef-
forts since then to try to rebuild 
their enrichment capability,” 
Gabbard said in the testimony 
to the Senate intelligence com-
mittee.

Pressed by a Democratic sen-
ator on why she did not repeat 
the conclusion on camera, Gab-
bard said that she did not have 
enough time to read the full 
testimony at the hearing but did 
not deny the assessment.

Trump has repeatedly said 
that he ordered the attack on 
Iran alongside Israel on Feb-
ruary 28 due to an “imminent 

threat.”
Trump said after the June 

2025 bombing that the Unit-
ed States had completely de-
stroyed Iran’s nuclear sites but 
since his latest war has said 
that Tehran was weeks away 
from a nuclear bomb, a finding 
not shared by most observers 
and despite ongoing talks on a 
nuclear deal.

A senior aide to Gabbard -- 
who herself as a congresswom-
an had led opposition to war 
with Iran -- resigned on Tues-
day, saying there was no “im-
minent threat” and that Trump 
was misled by Israel and media.

In her remarks to senators, 
Gabbard said Iran had been 

suffering heavy blows in the 
weeks of attacks -- which in-
cluded the killing of the long-
time supreme leader, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei -- but that 
the Islamic republic was still  
functioning.

The US intelligence commu-
nity “assesses the regime in Iran 
to be intact but largely degrad-
ed due to attacks on its leader-
ship and military capabilities,” 
Gabbard said.

“If a hostile regime survives, 
it will likely seek to begin a 
years-long effort to rebuild its 
military, missiles, and UAV forc-
es,” Gabbard said, referring to 
unmanned aerial vehicles, or 
drones.

An image taken from an undated video released on social media by the 
Iranian Red Crescent Society, and filmed at an undisclosed location, shows 
rescuers carrying a victim on a stretcher at a site the organisation says was 
hit by US-Israeli strikes.

Qatar says targeting of Iran gas facility 
'dangerous and irresponsible'
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Doha yesterday condemned 
attacks on an Iranian facil-

ity on the Gulf coast serving a 
massive gas field it shares with 
Qatar.

"Israel's targeting of facili-
ties linked to Iran's South Pars 
gas field, which represents 
an extension of Qatar's North 
Field, is a dangerous and irre-
sponsible step amid the current 
military escalation in the re-

gion," foreign ministry spokes-
man Majed al-Ansari wrote  
on X. "Targeting energy infra-
structure constitutes a threat 
to global energy security, to the 
peoples of the region, and to its 
environment."

Israel says killed Iran intel chief, tells 
military to hunt down officials
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel killed another top Ira-
nian official, intelligence 

minister Esmail Khatib, and 
declared yesterday that its mil-
itary is authorised to kill any 
senior Islamic republic figure 
it gets in its sights.

Iran's president  Masoud 
Pezeshkian branded Khatib's 
death a "cowardly assassina-
tion"

News of Khatib's death 
came the day after Iranian se-
curity chief Ali Larijani was 

confirmed killed in an Israeli 
strike.

"Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and I have au-
thorised the IDF to eliminate 
any senior Iranian official for 
whom the intelligence and 
operational circle has been 
closed, without the need for 
additional approval," Israel's 
Defence Minister Israel Katz 
announced

"We will continue to thwart 
them and to hunt them all 
down."

An Iranian missile barrage killed two people near Israel’s commercial hub of Tel Aviv, medics said 
yesterday, while authorities said falling munitions hit multiple sites in central Israel overnight. 

Police said a cluster bomb hit a residential building in Ramat Gan, a city just outside Tel Aviv, and 
the roof collapsed on an elderly couple.

Ben Gurion airport hit by ‘debris’ after Iranian missile fire

NATO allies in talks on 'best way' to re-open Hormuz strait
Oslo, Norway

NATO chief Mark Rutte said 
yesterday thwat the mili-

tary alliance's members were 
discussing the "best way" to 
open the Strait of Hormuz, 
through which a large chunk of 

the world's oil supply normally 
passes. "I have been in contact 
with many allies. We all agree, of 
course, that strait has to open up 
again. And what I know is that 
allies are working together, dis-
cussing how to do that, what is 

the best way to do it," Rutte told 
a news conference during a visit 
to a NATO exercise in northern 
Norway. 

"They are working on that col-
lectively, to find a way forward," 
Rutte added.

Germany 'would have 
advised against' war 
German Chancellor Frie-

drich Merz said Berlin 
"would have advised against" 
starting a war with Iran, had 
it been consulted by the US 
or Israel.

While Tehran "bears re-
sponsibility" for the current 

crisis in the region, Merz said, 
Berlin had "made it clear that 
we still have many questions 
regarding this war," and Is-
rael and the US had shown 
"no convincing plan as to 
how this operation could  
succeed".

Nuclear 
plant 
hit
The UN nuclear watch-

dog said Iran report-
ed a strike on the coun-
try’s only operational 
nuclear power plant but 
that it caused no damage.

Russia, which helped 
build the plant and has 
staff on site, said it had 
received a report of a 
missile strike on the 
plant’s inner perimeter 
and called the attack 
“completely unaccept-
able”.

War 'will hit 
all'
Iran's top diplomat 

said the reper-
cussions of the war 
in the Middle East 
would be felt globally.

"Wave of global 
repercussions has 
only begun and will 
hit all -- regardless 
of wealth, faith, or 
race," Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi posted on 
X.

Iranian army chief 
Amir Hatami threat-
ened to launch a "de-
cisive and regretta-
ble" retaliation for 
the killing of security 
chief Larijani.

Russia 
condemns 
Larijani 
killing
Russia condemned the kill-

ing of Iranian security chief 
Ali Larijani, after ally Tehran 
vowed retaliation for the death 
of the military official whom 
Israel claimed to have killed in 
an airstrike.

"We firmly condemn actions 
aimed at harming the health 
and, even more, the killing of 
the leadership of sovereign 
and independent Iran," Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov  
said.

An Israeli Air Force AH-64 Apache attack helicopter fires rockets while flying 
along the border between northern Israel and southern Lebanon. Lebanon 
was drawn into the Middle East war on March 2 when Hezbollah launched 
rockets into Israel to avenge the killing of Iran’s supreme leader.

Displaced Palestinians gather to receive 
meals from a charity kitchen during 
Ramadan in the Nuseirat refugee camp, 
in the central Gaza Strip. The majority 
of Gaza’s 2.4 million people have been 
displaced, often multiple times, by the 
war that began with Hamas’s attack 
on southern Israel on October 7, 2023. 
With displaced families living in tented 
camps, with serious concerns raised 
about their living conditions

Kuwait arrests 
10 Hezbollah 
members, thwarts 
'terrorist' plot: 
ministry
AFP | Kuwait City, Kuwait

Kuwait arrested 10 mili-
tants affiliated with the 

Iran-backed Lebanese Hez-
bollah group yesterday, who 
were accused of plotting 
"terrorist" actions against 
vital infrastructure, the in-
terior ministry said.

"The State Security Agen-
cy has successfully thwart-
ed a plot for a terrorist 
operation targeting vital 
installations," the interior 
ministry said.

"Ten citizens, members of 
a terrorist group affiliated 
with the banned Hezbollah 
terrorist organisation were 
apprehended," it added.

Qatar orders 
departure of two 
Iranian diplomats 
over gas facility 
attack
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Qatar’s foreign min-
istry yesterday or-

dered Iran’s military and 
security attaches along 
with their staff to leave 
the country within 24 
hours, following an at-
tack on its massive nat-
ural gas facility.

“Both the military at-
tache and the security at-
tache in the embassy, in 
addition to those work-
ing in the two attache of-
fices, persona non grata, 
and requests that they 
leave the state’s territo-
ries within a maximum 
period of 24 hours,” the 
ministry said, in a social 
media post.

Saudi Arabia says 5 
drones intercepted 
approaching energy 
facility in east
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia’s defence 
ministry said yesterday 

that five drones approach-
ing an energy facility were 
intercepted in the king-
dom’s east, in the latest 
strikes to target the Gulf ’s 
energy installations.

The official spokesman 
for the ministry reported 
the “interception and de-
struction of 5 drones that 
attempted to approach one 
of the energy facilities in 
the Eastern Region”, ac-
cording to a post on its offi-
cial X account.

Saudi Arabia 
says four 
injured in 
Riyadh by 
shrapnel 
following 
interceptions

Iran strikes cause 'extensive damage' at major Qatar gas hub
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Iranian strikes caused "extensive 
damage" at the world's largest gas 

hub in Qatar, the Gulf state's energy 
firm said Thursday, and an AFP jour-
nalist saw a vast fire illuminating the 
night sky visible from roughly 30 
kilometres away.

QatarEnergy said emergency 
teams had been "deployed immedi-
ately to contain the resulting fires," 
at the Ras Laffan facility on the tiny 
Gulf state's north coast after it was 
"the subject of missile attacks".

In a statement Qatar's foreign 
ministry condemned what called a 
"brutal Iranian attack targeting Ras 
Laffan" saying the targeting repre-
sented a "direct threat to its national 
security".

Doha's defence ministry later said 
its air defences intercepted two Ira-
nian ballistic missiles targeting Ras 
Laffan with no reported casualties 
and civil defence said the fire had 
been brought under control.

"This will complicate the situation 
and could have uncontrollable con-
sequences, the scope of which could 
engulf the entire world," Masoud 
Pezeshkian wrote on X, adding that 
such attacks "will yield nothing" for 
Iran's foes the US and Israel.

Iran launched salvos of drones 
and missiles towards the Gulf states 
on Wednesday evening with several 
strong blasts heard in the Saudi capi-
tal Riyadh, according to AFP journal-
ists, and a missile threat intercepted 
in the UAE, according to authorities.

Four people were injured when 
shrapnel from a ballistic missile 
interception fell on a residential 
area of the Saudi capital Riyadh on 
Wednesday, the civil defence said

Riyadh's defence ministry said it 
intercepted four ballistic missiles on 
Wednesday with a fragment falling 
near a refinery south of the Saudi 
capital.

Multiple drones were also inter-
cepted and destroyed as they headed 
towards Saudi gas facilities in the 
kingdom's the Eastern Province.

The attacks came as Saudi 
Arabia was hosting foreign min-
isters from across the Arab and 
Islamic world for talks in Riyadh 

to discuss the fallout from the 
Middle East war.

Israel army silent on attack on Iran’s gas facility in Gulf


