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At least seven killed in gas 
explosion in Bangladesh

Reuters | Dhaka 

At least seven people were 
killed and eight injured 

yesterday after a gas pipeline 
exploded in the Bangladeshi 
port city of Chittagong, a po-
lice official said.

The pipeline exploded in 
front of a five-storey building, 
blowing some of its walls off, 

Mohammad Mohsin said, cit-
ing witnesses.

The injured were taken to 
hospital, he said, adding the 
death toll could rise as some 
were in critical condition.

It was not immediately clear 
what caused the explosion, fire 
service official Amir Hossain 
said, adding an investigation 
was under way.

Rescue workers are seen at the site of a gas pipeline explosion in the port 
city of Chittagong, Bangladesh

Rajapaksa storms to victory
AFP | Colombo

Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who 
spearheaded the brutal 
crushing of the Tamil 

Tigers 10 years ago, stormed 
to victory yesterday in Sri 
Lanka’s presidential elections, 
seven months after Islamist 
extremist attacks killed 269  
people.

Rajapaksa conducted a na-
tionalist campaign with a 
promise of security and a vow 
to crush religious extremism 
in the Buddhist-majority coun-
try following the April 21 sui-
cide bomb attacks blamed on a 
homegrown jihadi group.

Mahinda, with Gotabaya ef-

fectively running the security 
forces, ended a 37-year civil war 
with Tamil separatists. His dec-
ade in power was also marked 
by alleged rights abuses, murky 
extra-judicial killings and closer 
ties with China.

Gotabaya, a retired lieuten-
ant-colonel, 70, nicknamed the 
“Terminator” by his own family, 
romped to victory with 51.9 per-
cent of the vote, results from the 
two-thirds of votes counted so 
far showed.

“I didn’t sleep all night,” said 
student Devni, 22, one of around 
30 people who gathered outside 
Rajapaksa’s Colombo residence. 
“I am so excited, he is the presi-
dent we need.”

Rajapaksa’s main rival, the 
moderate Sajith Premadasa 
of the ruling party, trailed on 
42.3pc, The 52-year-old conced-
ed the race and congratulated 
Rajapaksa.

On Sunday three cabinet 
members resigned -- including 
Finance Minister Mangalar Sa-
maraweera.

Rajapaksa due to be sworn in 
on Monday. Turnout was over 
80pc.

Premadasa had strong sup-
port in minority Tamil areas 
but a poor showing in Sri Lan-
ka’s Sinhalese heartland, a core 
support base where Rajapak-
sa won some two-thirds of the  
vote.Gotabaya Rajapaksa

Devastated Venice braced for 
third major flood

Venice 

Venice was braced yester-
day for an unprecedented 

third major flooding in less 
than a week, with sea water 
due to swamp the already dev-
astated historic city where au-
thorities have declared a state 
of emergency.

The city forecast “acqua 
alta”, or high water, of 160 cen-
timetres (over five feet) for just 
after midday, lower than Tues-

day’s 187 centimetres -- the 
highest level in half a century 
-- but still dangerous.

The renewed threat from ex-
ceptionally intense high tides 
came after a brief respite on 
Saturday with visitors seen 
wading through a reopened St 
Mark’s Square. The top tourist 
site had been shut for sever-
al hours on Friday as strong 
storms and winds battered the 
region, leaving it submerged by 
sea surges.

AC Milan goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma waded through flood water in 
St. Mark Square

Two planes in ‘minor’ collision 
at Frankfurt airport
Frankfurt am Main

An Air Namibia plane col-
lided with a Korean Air 

jet after landing at Frankfurt 
airport on Saturday evening, 
officials said, adding that no 
one was injured.

Both aircraft were damaged 
in what Air Namibia on Sunday 
called “a minor accident”.

A spokeswoman for Frank-
furt airport said the incident 
happened at around 6:00 pm 
(1700 GMT) on Saturday. She 
said no one was injured and 
the reasons for the crash re-
main unclear.

“The left wing of an Air Na-

mibia plane collided with the 
horizontal stabiliser of Kore-
an Air flight KE905 as it was 
waiting on the taxiway after 
landing,” Korean Air said in a 
statement.

The Korean Air plane was 
carrying 241 passengers and 
40 crew at the time, it said.

“We confirm that no pas-
sengers and crew were hurt,” 
Air Namibia added in its own 
statement.
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