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 French King Louis XIV 
revokes Edict of Nantes 
cancelling rights of 
French Protestants

Alaska Purchase: US takes formal possession 
of Alaska from Russia, having paid $7.2 million

American gangster Al Capone 
convicted of tax evasion

James Watson (US), Francis Crick (UK) and 
Maurice Wilkins (UK) win the Nobel Prize for 

Medicine for their work in determining the 
structure of DNA

There is the payment 
of $1.4 billion we have 

made for the F-35s 
and the US had such a 
proposal in return for 
these payments. And 

regarding this, we said 
let’s take whatever 
steps are needed to 

be taken to meet the 
defence needs of our 

country
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It’s time to build an 
economy that works 

for working families. An 
economy where people 
from every race, back-
ground, and religion can 
get ahead.  Our Build 
Back Better Agenda will 
get it done.

@JoeBiden

Thank you @WHO 
Ambasssdor @Gor-

don Brown  for your call 
for intensified action to 
rectify the #VaccinEq-
uity crisis facing Africa 
& other vulnerable set-
tings. I agree vaccine 
producing countries & 
manufacturers must do 
more to save lives & end 
the pandemic

@DrTedros

Even before the pan-
demic, the 22 richest 

men in the world had 
more wealth than all the 
women in Africa. Eco-
nomic investments must 
target women entrepre-
neurs & focus on social 
protections, education & 
decent work.

@antonioguterres

It is saddening that 
some people have lost 

their lives due to heavy 
rains and landslides in 
Kerala. Condolences to 
the bereaved families.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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241,323,238

4,912,623

218,543,109

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+169,089

+2,934

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 317,585 17,926 268,210 31,449

Saudi 
Arabia

547,931 +41 8,763 +3 536,947 2,221

UAE 738,586 +99 2,120 +2 732,295 4,171

Kuwait 412,297 2,456 409,269 572

Oman 304,054 +10 4,105 +2 299,424 525

Qatar 237,929 +62 608 236,423 898

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 45,778,867 744,390

2 India 34,077,556 452,261

3 Brazil 21,638,726 603,199

4 UK 8,404,469 138,527

5 Russia 7,992,687 223,312

6 Turkey 7,630,163 67,437

7 France 7,085,274 117,260

8 Iran 5,784,815 124,075

9 Argentina 5,272,151 115,663

10 Spain 4,984,386 86,974

11 Colombia 4,980,233 126,830

12 Italy 4,715,464 131,517

13 Germany 4,389,755 95,449

14 Indonesia 4,234,758 142,952
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News in brief 
 u A fugitive businessman 
accused of acting as a money 
launderer for Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro’s regime 
was extradited Saturday to the United 
States from Cape Verde, US justice 
officials said. The Justice Department 
said in a statement that Alex Saab 
was due to appear in court in Florida 
on Monday and expressed “admiration” 
to authorities in Cape Verde for their help 
in the case. Venezuela reacted furiously, 
suspending talks with the US-backed 
opposition on ending the country’s political 
and economic crisis.

u The attacker who fatally stabbed British lawmaker David 
Amess was referred to an official counter-terrorist scheme for those thought to 
be at risk of radicalisation, according to media reports. Police said late Saturday 
that detectives had until Friday, October 22, to question the suspect after he was 

detained under the 
Terrorism Act, which 
allowed them to extend 
his detention. Veteran 
Conservative MP David 
Amess, 69, was talking 

with voters at a church in the small town of Leigh-on-Sea east of London when 
he was stabbed to death on Friday. The suspected murderer, a British citizen of 
Somali heritage, had been referred to Prevent, the UK’s scheme for those thought 
at risk of radicalisation a few years ago, the BBC reported.

u Austrians have turned on the conservative Austrian 
People’s 
Party (OVP), 
the senior 
partner 
in their 
coalition 
government, after party leader Sebastian Kurz quit as chancellor over corruption 
allegations, according to a poll published yesterday. Support for the conservative 
OVP has crashed from 34% to 26% in the wake of the affair, according to the 
survey published by newspaper Kurier on Sunday. The 
outcome puts the party, which installed former foreign 
minister Alexander Schallenberg as the new chancellor, only 
marginally ahead of the opposition Social Democrats (SPO)’s 
approval rating of 24%, the paper said.

u The Chinese 
military yesterday 
condemned the 
United States and 
Canada for each sending 
a warship through the Taiwan Strait last 
week, saying they were threatening peace and stability in the region. China claims 
democratically-ruled Taiwan as its own territory, and has mounted repeated air 
force missions into Taiwan’s air defence identification zone (ADIZ) over the past 
year, provoking anger in Taipei. China sent around 150 aircraft into the zone over 
a four-day period beginning on Oct. 1 in a further heightening of tension between 
Beijing and Taipei that has sparked concern internationally.

British MP’s 
murderer was identified 
by official counter-
terrorism scheme

Austrians turn 
on ex-chancellor’s 
party after 
corruption claims

China 
condemns 
US, Canada 
for sending 
warships 
through 
Taiwan 

Strait

Venezuela 
suspends talks 
after Maduro ally 
extradited to US

No end in sight to volcanic eruption
Reuters | La Palma, Spain

There’s no immediate end in 
sight to the volcanic erup-

tion that has caused chaos on the 
Spanish isle of La Palma since 
it began about a month ago, the 
president of the Canary Islands 
said yesterday. 

There were 42 seismic move-
ments on the island on Sunday, 
the largest of which measured 4.3, 
according to the Spanish National 
Geographical Institute.

“There are no signs that an end 
of the eruption is imminent even 
though this is the greatest desire 
of everyone,” President Angel Víc-

tor Torres said at a Socialist party 
conference in Valencia, citing the 
view of scientists.

Streams of lava have laid waste 
to more than 742 hectares (1833 
acres) of land and destroyed al-

most 2,000 buildings on La Palma 
since the volcano started erupting 
on Sept. 19.

About 7,000 people have been 
evacuated from their homes on 
the island, which has about 83,000 
inhabitants and forms part of the 
Canary Islands archipelago off 
northwestern Africa. read more

Airline Binter said it had can-
celled all its flights to La Palma 
until 1 p.m. (1200 GMT) on Sunday 
because of ash from the volcano.

Almost half - 22 out of 38 - of 
all flights to the island on Sunday 
have been cancelled, state airport 
operator Aena said, but the air-
port there remains open.

Lava spewed by the Cumbre Vieja volcano flows down a hill as it continues to erupt 
on the Canary Island of La Palma, as seen from Tajuya, Spain

Convicted murderer Robert Durst is on ventilator 

• Jury found Durst 
guilty of shooting 
Berman, 55, in the 
back of the head at her 
Beverly Hills home

Reuters

Real estate heir Robert 
Durst, who was sentenced 

this week to life in prison for 
murdering a friend in 2000, has 
COVID and is on a ventilator, 
his lawyer told the Los Angeles 
Times.

Durst, who appeared sickly 

during his sentencing on Thurs-
day, “looked worse than I’ve 
ever seen him,” lawyer Dick De-

Guerin told the Times.
It was not clear where Durst, 

78, is being treated. During his 
trial, he was being held in the 
USC Medical Center under the 
custody of the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff ’s Department.

Durst’s sentencing for the 
2000 murder of Susan Berman 
was long-delayed punishment 
for a man who mostly evaded 
the law for more than 39 years.

A multimillionaire whose 
grandfather founded one of 
New York City’s premier real es-
tate companies, Durst was long 
a suspect but never charged in 
the disappearance of his wife 
Kathleen McCormack, who 

went missing in New York in 
1982.

Last month a jury found Durst 
guilty of shooting Berman, 55, in 
the back of the head at her Bev-
erly Hills home. The jury also 
found him guilty of the special 
circumstances of lying in wait 
and killing a witness, which 
carry a mandatory life sentence 
without the possibility of parole.

Evidence from the trial indi-
cated Berman helped provide 
Durst with a false alibi in Mc-
Cormack’s disappearance. Pros-
ecutors alleged that Durst killed 
Berman because he feared she 
would reveal what she knew to 
authorities.

Robert Durst appears in court as he was 
sentenced to life without possibility of 
parole for the killing of Susan Berman, 
at Airport Courthouse, in Los Angeles, 
California

Texas trucker 
convicted in 
fiery, fatal 
crash in Rocky 
Mountains

Reuters 

A Texas truck driver 
who lost control of his 

semi-trailer along a Colo-
rado mountain highway in 
2019, ramming into stopped 
traffic and killing four peo-
ple in a fiery crash, was con-
victed late Friday of vehic-
ular homicide and related 
charges.

Rogel  Lazaro Aguil-
era-Mederos, 25, was con-
victed by a Jefferson Coun-
ty, Colorado, jury of four 
counts of homicide and 
more than two dozen other 
charges, including vehicular 
assault, reckless driving and 
careless driving resulting in 
death.

He will be sentenced on 
Dec. 13 and could face dec-
ades in prison.

Prosecutors said dur-
ing the trial that Aguil-
era-Mederos knew his 
brakes were failing as he de-
scended Interstate 70, west 
of Denver, on April 15, 2019. 
The prosecutors said he by-
passed four runaway-truck 
ramps along the interstate 
and recklessly weaved in 
and out of traffic before 
crashing and triggering a 
28-car pileup.

The tractor-trailer, which 
was hauling lumber, burst 
into flames, igniting a fire-
ball that engulfed more 
than two dozen vehicles, 
and shut down Interstate 
70, the main east-west high-
way through the Colorado 
mountains, for more than 
a day.

Aguilera-Mederos took 
the stand in his own de-
fence, testifying that he 
was unable to control the 
rig once its brakes failed, 
and saying he tried to avoid 
hitting other vehicles.

He admitted that he had 
not driven in the Colora-
do mountains before, and 
said he “wished it had been 
me” who died instead of the 
victims.

Rogel Lazaro Aguilera-Mederos 
appears in a Lakewood Police 
booking photo

Russian actor and director making first movie in space return to Earth after 12-day mission
Reuters | Moscow

A Russian actor and a film 
director making the 

first move film in space re-
turned to Earth on Sunday 
after spending 12 days on the 
International Space Station  
(ISS).

The Soyuz MS-18 space 
capsule carrying Russian ISS 
crew member Oleg Novits-
kiy, Yulia Peresild and Klim 
Shipenko landed in a remote 
area outside the western Ka-
zakhstan at 07:35 a.m. (0435 
GMT), the Russian space 
agency Roscosmos said.

The crew had dedocked 
from the ISS three hours ear-
lier. Russian state TV footage 

showed the reentry capsule 
descending under its para-

chute above the vast Kazakh 
steppe, followed by ground 
personnel assisting the smil-
ing crew as they emerged 
from the capsule.

However, Peresild, who is 
best known for her role in 
the 2015 film “Battle for Sev-
astopol”, said she had been 
sorry to leave the ISS.

“I’m in a bit of a sad mood 
today,” the 37-year-old actor 
told Russian Channel One af-
ter the landing.

“That ’s because it had 
seemed that 12 days was 
such a long period of time, 
but when it was all over, I 

didn’t want to bid farewell,” 
she said.

Last week 90-year-old US 
actor William Shatner - Cap-
tain James Kirk of “Star Trek” 
fame - became the oldest per-
son in space aboard a rock-
etship flown by billionaire 
Jeff Bezos’s company Blue  
Origin. 

Peresild and Shipenko have 
been sent to Russian Star City, 
the home of Russia’s space 
programme on the outskirts 
of Moscow for their post-
flight recovery which will 
take about a week, Roscos-
mos said.

 Russian actress Yulia Peresild is assisted by ground personnelThe International Space Station (ISS) crew members Roscosmos 
cosmonaut Oleg Novitskiy, Russian actress Yulia Peresild and film 
director Klim Shipenko rest in chairs after landing in a remote area 
outside Zhezkazgan, Kazakhstan The Soyuz MS-18 space capsule lands in a remote area outside 

Zhezkazgan, Kazakhstan

US proposed F-16 sales in return 
for F-35 investment, Turkey says
• Turkey had paid 
$1.4 billion for F-35 
programme from which 
Ankara was removed

• Ankara’s purchase 
of the S-400s has also 
triggered US sanctionss

• Erdogan said he 
intends to buy a 
second batch of 
S-400s from 
Russia

Reuters | Istanbul

President Tayy-
ip Erdogan said 
yesterday that 

the United States had 
proposed the sale of F-16 
fighter jets to Turkey in return 
for its investment in the F-35 pro-
gramme, from which Ankara was 
removed after purchasing missile 
defence systems from Russia.

Reuters reported earlier this 
month that Turkey made a re-
quest to the United States to buy 
40 Lockheed Martin-made F-16 
fighter jets and nearly 80 mod-
ernisation kits for its existing 
warplanes.  

Speaking to reporters before 
departing for a trip to West Africa, 
Erdogan said Turkey wants a re-

turn 
for its 

i n v e s t -
ment in the 

F-35 programme 
and that talks on the issue are 
ongoing.

“There is the payment of $1.4 
billion we have made for the F-35s 
and the US had such a proposal 
in return for these payments,” 
Erdogan said.

“And regarding this, we said 
let’s take whatever steps are 
needed to be taken to meet the 
defence needs of our country,” 
he said, adding that the new F-16 
jets would help develop its fleet.

Ankara had ordered more than 

100 F-35 jets, made by Lockheed 
Martin Corp, but the US removed 
Turkey from the programme in 
2019 after it acquired Russian 
S-400 missile defence systems.

The decades-old partnership 
between the NATO allies has gone 
through unprecedented tumult in 
the past five years over disagree-
ments on Syria policy, Ankara’s 
closer ties with Moscow, its naval 
ambitions in the eastern Mediter-
ranean, US charges against a state-
owned Turkish bank and erosion 
of rights and freedoms in Turkey.

Ankara’s purchase of the S-400s 
has also triggered US sanctions. 
In December 2020, Washington 
blacklisted Turkey’s Defence 
Industry Directorate, its chief, 
Ismail Demir, and three other em-
ployees.

Since then the US has repeated-
ly warned Turkey against buying 
further Russian weaponry. But 
Erdogan has indicated Ankara 
still intends to buy a second batch 
of S-400s from Russia, a move 
that could deepen the rift with 
Washington.

The request for the jets will 
likely have a difficult time getting 
approval from the US Congress, 
where sentiment towards Turkey 
has soured deeply over recent 
years.

There is bipartisan support in 
US Congress to push the Biden ad-
ministration to put further pres-
sure on Ankara, primarily over its 
purchase of Russian weapons and 
its human rights track record.

A US Air Force F-16 jet fighter takes off from 
an airbase during CRUZEX, a multinational air 
exercise hosted by the Brazilian Air Force, in 
Natal, Brazil

Up to 17 US missionaries and 
family kidnapped in Haiti
Reuters | Port-Au-Prince

As many as 17 American 
Christian missionaries 

and their families, including 
children, were kidnapped on 
Saturday by gang members 
in Haiti’s capital of Port-au-
Prince, US media reported.

The kidnapping happened 
after the missionaries left an 
orphanage in the crisis-en-
gulfed Caribbean nation, the 
New York Times and CNN said.

The Washington Post re-
ported that an audio from 

the Ohio-based Christian Aid 
Ministries said “men, women 
and children” associated with 
the group were being held by 
an armed gang.

“The mission field director 
and the American embassy are 
working to see what can be 
done,” the audio was quoted 
as saying. “Pray that the gang 
members will come to repent-
ance and faith in Jesus Christ.”

The victims included 14 
adults and three minors, CNN 
said, citing an unnamed source 
in Haiti’s security forces.

Draft ‘Asterix’ story revealed by 
author’s daughter
AFP | Berlin 

The daughter of Rene Go-
scinny, one of the duo 

behind indomitable French 
comic-book star Asterix, has 
revealed that her father left a 
draft story featuring the Ro-
man-bashing Gaulish warrior 
unfinished.

“I often think about it, it’s 
20 pages, half a comic book,” 
Anne Goscinny told German 
weekly Der Spiegel in a week-
end interview.

Typewritten by Rene Go-
scinny, the script titled “As-
terix at the Circus” was found 
in the family archives, looked 
after by Anne.

But she said that completing 
the story without her father 
would be a “very complicated” 
task.

“We’d have to get a lot of 

people around the table, im-
merse ourselves in the story 
and find (Rene’s) voice again,” 
she said, adding, “it’s as if there 
were a hole in a painting by 
Goya”.

“One day we’ll give it a try, 
it would be an extraordinary 
adventure,” Anne added.

Asterix -- defender of the 
last Gaulish village holding 
out against the Roman empire 
-- was dreamed up in 1959 by 
Rene Goscinny, who died in 
1977, and Albert Uderzo, who 
died last year.

Grand Mosque in Mecca 
drops social distancing

AFP | Mecca 

The Grand Mosque in the 
holy city of Mecca in Saudi 

Arabia operated at full capaci-
ty yesterday, with worshippers 
praying shoulder-to-shoulder 
for the first time since the 
coronavirus pandemic began.

Workers removed floor 
markings that guide people to 
social distance in and around 
the Grand Mosque, which is 
built around the Kaaba. 

“This is in line with the de-
cision to ease precautionary 
measures and to allow pil-
grims and visitors to the Grand 
Mosque at full capacity,” re-
ported the official Saudi Press 
Agency.

Pictures and footage yester-
day morning showed people 
praying side by side, making 
straight rows of worshippers 
that are formations revered 
in performing prayers, for the 

first time since the Covid-19 
pandemic took hold last year.

While social distancing 
measures were lifted, the au-
thorities said visitors must 
be fully vaccinated against 
coronavirus and must contin-
ue to wear masks on mosque 
grounds.

Also, the Kaaba remained 
cordoned off and out of reach.

Saudi Arabia announced in 
August it will begin accept-
ing vaccinated foreigners 
wanting to make the umrah  
pilgrimage.

The umrah can be under-
taken at any time and usually 
draws millions from around 
the globe, as does the annual 
hajj, which abled-bodied Mus-
lims who have the means must 
perform at least once in their 
lifetime.In July, only around 
60,000 inoculated residents 
were allowed to take part in a 
vastly scaled down form of the 
annual Hajj.

Normal service resumes: worshippers pray shoulder to shoulder at the Grand 
Mosque in the holy Saudi city of Mecca


