
Arsenal, Real Madrid win 
Champions League openers
Mbappe hit 50 Real Madrid goals as Juventus and Dortmund play out thrilling draw

• Arsenal beat 
Bilbao 2-0 away

• Madrid beat 
Marseille 2-1

• Juventus, Dortmund 
share thrilling 4-4 draw

• Spurs edge Villarreal 
after bizarre own goal

AFP | Paris

Arsenal won 2-0 away to 
Athletic Bilbao as the 
league phase of this sea-

son’s Champions League kicked 
off on Tuesday, with two Ky-
lian Mbappe penalties giving 
Real Madrid a narrow win over 
Marseille while Juventus and 
Borussia Dortmund drew an 
eight-goal thriller.

Tottenham Hotspur also won 
on the tournament’s opening 
night which saw outsiders Un-
ion Saint-Gilloise and Qarabag 
claim first ever victories in the 
Champions League proper.

Arsenal are eager to make a 
big impression again in Europe’s 
elite club competition, following 
their defeat by eventual champi-
ons Paris Saint-Germain in the 
semi-finals last season.

They got off to an ideal start 
in the Basque Country, with Ga-
briel Martinelli and Leandro 
Trossard scoring late goals to 
settle the game.

The Brazilian had only just 
come on when he ran through 
to open the scoring in the 72nd 
minute at San Mames. Arsenal 
then went on to seal the victory 
late on as Trossard 
-- another substitute 
-- scored with 
the aid of a de-
flection.

“We start-
e d  t o 
g r o w 

throughout the game. In the sec-
ond half we were more fluent, 
dominant, and the finishers 
made the impact for us to win 
the game,” said Arsenal coach 
Mikel Arteta.

 Half century for 
Mbappe 

Real Ma-
drid came 
f r o m 
b e -

hind to beat Mar-
seille 2-1 at the 

Santiago Bern-
abeu, despite 
playing the 
closing stages 
of the game 
down to 10 
men.

Marsei l le, 
winners of the 

inaugural Cham-
pions League in 1993, 

stunned the home 
crowd by taking the 

lead through Timothy 
Weah midway through 

the first half.
The record 15-time 

European champi-
o n s  g ra b b e d  a n 
equaliser before 
the interval when 
Mbappe converted 

from the spot for the 
first time after Rodrygo 

was fouled in the area.
Xabi Alonso’s side lost Trent 

Alexander-Arnold to in-
jury early on and were 
reduced to 10 men in the 

second half when his re-
placement, Dani Carvajal, 
was sent off following a 
VAR check for a headbutt on 

Marseille goalkeeper Geroni-
mo Rulli.

But the home side still 
snatched all three points 
thanks to another Mbappe 

penalty late on after Fa-
cundo Medina was harsh-
ly penalised for handball.

“For me it’s a penalty, 
but I understand there are 
people who don’t (think 
so), we’re all lost with 
this rule,” Mbappe, who 
reached 50 goals for the 
club, told broadcaster 

Movistar.
T h o m a s  F ra n k ’s 

Spurs, who qualified for 
the Champions League after 
winning last season’s Eu-
ropa League, edged Villarre-

al 1-0 in North London.
The match was decided by 

a farcical early own goal from 
Villarreal goalkeeper Luiz Jun-
ior, who contrived to let Lucas 
Bergvall’s cross trickle into the 
net.

The victory maintained Tot-
tenham’s impressive form under 
new boss Frank. “It was a very 
even game that we just edged,” 
he told broadcaster Amazon 
Prime.

 Eight-goal thriller 
Juventus against Dortmund in 

Turin was a repeat of the 1997 fi-
nal won by the Germans, and the 
fixture more than lived up to its 
billing, finishing in a spectacular 
4-4 draw.

Remarkably the first half 
ended goalless, with the break-
through coming seven minutes 
after half-time when Karim 
Adeyemi put the visitors ahead 
from a fine low strike.

Kenan Yildiz equalised with a 

stunning effort high into the top 
corner just after the hour mark, 
only for Felix Nmecha to put 
Dortmund back in front in style.

Dusan Vlahovic made it 2-2, 
but Yan Couto restored the Bun-
desliga side’s advantage and they 
appeared to have sewn up the 
points when Ramy Bensebaini 
converted a penalty in the 86th 
minute.

However, Vlahovic pulled one 
back in the 94th minute and 
then crossed for Lloyd Kelly to 
head home in the sixth minute 
of stoppage time, rounding off 
an extraordinary evening.

There was similar drama in 
Lisbon, where Benfica seemed 
to be cruising at home to Qara-
bag after Enzo Barrenechea and 
Vangelis Pavlidis scored early 
goals.

However, Leandro Andrade 
pulled one back for the club 
from Azerbaijan before Camilo 
Duran equalised and Oleksiy 
Kashchuk turned and fired in 
from inside the area four min-
utes from time to make it 3-2.

It is the first time Qarabag 
have ever won a match in the 
Champions League proper.

Union Saint-Gilloise qualified 
after winning a first Belgian title 
in 90 years and they recorded 
a 3-1 victory away to PSV Eind-
hoven.

Promise David, Anouar Ait 
El Hadj and Kevin Mac Allister 
scored their goals in the Nether-
lands before Ruben van Bommel 
pulled one back.

We started to grow 
throughout the game. 
In the second half we 

were more fluent, 
dominant, and the 
finishers made the 

impact for us to win the 
game

ARSENAL COACH MIKEL ARTETA

50
goals marked for Kylian 

Mbappé as he struck twice 
from the penalty spot in 

Real Madrid’s 2-1 win over 
Marseille, despite the 

hosts playing part of the 
match with 10 men

Qarabag’s 3-2 upset 
at Benfica marked 

the Azerbaijani club’s 
first-ever Champions 

League proper victory, 
turning a 2-0 deficit 

into a historic triumph 
in Lisbon

KNOW WHAT

Arsenal’s Swedish forward #14 Viktor Gyokeres heads the ball next to Athletic Bilbao’s Ghanaian forward #09 Inaki Williams
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Real 
Madrid’s 
Kylian 
Mbappe 
runs with 
the ball 
after 
scoring

SILVER CITY CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38826888 or SILVERCITYCONTRACTING@
GMAIL.COM
Extra market trading has a vacancy for the 
occupation of RETAIL TRADE SALESMAN 
(COLDSTORE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33625942 or extramarkettdg@
gmail.com
KNR Scaffolding W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33355001 or KAMC.BH@GMAIL.
COM
FARAH CONTAINERS AND TROLLEYS MAIN-
TENANCE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39602377 or AHALARADI@YAHOO.COM
BAHRAIN FOUNDATION CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SAFETY OFFICER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36644511 or 
LAYLA@ALHOTYBAHRAIN.COM
Hayat Communication Co. WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17180366 or HJUMA@HAYATCOMM.NET
TALAL MARKETS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34369200 or TA-
LALMARKET.BAH@TALALGROUPINTL.COM
SOLYMAR HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39456616 or AC-
COUNTS@VISITBAHRAIN.BH
SOLYMAR HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39456616 or AC-
COUNTS@VISITBAHRAIN.BH
WARD FOR FLOWERS & MORE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of STOREKEEPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39432100 or wardflowers.bh@gmail.com
GREEN BIRDS BUSINESS CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33361071 or BILAL-
JAN7272@GMAIL.COM
TASHYEED HOSPITALITY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17729935 
or mannai.hr@mannaitrading.com
eskan almadeena cold store has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39460926 
or RIO_MUHARRAQ@HOTMAIL.COM
HIGHWAY MART W L L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39456969 or 
UMZAAL1975@GMAIL.COM
AHMED SULTAN ALMUTAWA CONSTRUC-
TION EST. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17773875 or 
ASALMUTAWA.39@GMAIL.COM
NEW GULF HORSES FOR HORSES TOOLS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(SALES), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34569303 or 
CHAND00973@GMAIL.COM
RAMEE CALIFORNIA HOTEL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17826007 or hrs.bh@rameehotels.com
TRAGS INTERIOR DECORATION CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY 
/ FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32119631 or MDSHAHZAD69999@
GMAIL.COM
RIDA GLASS AND MIRROR CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
GLASS CUTTING), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 35088602 or KHALI-
DIN824@GMAIL.COM
EZZAT AWAD FOR ADVERTISING  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34243739 or EZATMOHAMED01023@
GMAIL.COM
NURUL STAR TAILORING AND FABRICS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TAILOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33431534 or NURHOSSAIN3343@
GMAIL.COM
HAFEZ MANZAR FACILITIES SUPPORT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COMPUTER OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33161628 or MAN-
ZAEMALIK02@GMAIL.COM
WANDER LUXE SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38881547 or FORHADJAHGIR@GMAIL.COM
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