
Pentagon inks Tomahawk deal 
Washington, United States

The Pentagon announced 
a $22.9 billion contract 

with Raytheon yesterday for 
Tomahawk missiles amid re-
ports of a shortfall due to the 
war with Iran.

Acting US Navy Secretary 
Hung Cao said the contract 
will "accelerate Tomahawk 
missile delivery to our war-

fighters at unprecedented 
speed." "Guaranteeing our 
naval and joint forces have the 
lethal firepower they need to 
deter aggression and protect 
the homeland is paramount," 
Cao said in a statement. "The 
Department is utilizing every 
available tool to meet the de-
mands of our current oper-
ations."

TO LIVE IS THE RAREST THING IN 
THE WORLD. MOST PEOPLE EXIST, 
THAT IS ALL.
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Governor of Roanoke Island colony 
John White returns from England 
to find no trace of the colonists he 
left there three years earlier

First public admission 
to the Salon de Paris art 
exhibition at the Louvre 

in Paris

United States Exploring Expedition 
headed by Charles Wilkes departs 
for the Pacific Ocean and Antarc-
tica
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Chicago, Illinois
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Our support for the 
people of Colombia 

continues following the 
terrible earthquake. We🇪🇪🇪
are sending hundreds of 
tents, blankets and emer-
gency equipment.Euro🇪🇪🇪2 
million in EU funds are at 
work to provide health-
care, shelter, clean water 
and food to the commu-
nities.,

@vonderleyen

Emergency services are 
working at the sites of 

the Russian strikes that 
took place this morning 
and last night. In Kyiv, the 
fires were quickly extin-
guished, and emergency 
work is now ongoing.

@ZelenskyyUa

Thank you, PM An-
drew Holness, for 

your warm wishes. India 
deeply values its enduring 
friendship with Jamai-
ca and looks forward to 
further strengthening our 
special and close ties.

@narendramodi

Human rights are 
not West or East, 

North or South. They 
are not a luxury – they 
are not negotiable. They 
are the foundation of a 
more peaceful and se-
cure world.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Trump says US scaling back 
military drills with Seoul

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

Donald Trump said he or-
dered the Pentagon to 

scale back "inappropriate and 
hostile" military drills with 
South Korea, hours before the 
exercises began on Monday.

The US president cited his 
"good relationship" with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un in 
his latest rebuke to long-stand-
ing alliances with global part-
ners.

South Korean officials said 
the exercises had begun as 
planned and that they hoped 
the personal chemistry be-
tween Trump and Kim would 
bring them back to talks.

North Korea has not re-
sponded publicly, although it 
has previously voiced anger at 
the regular joint manoeuvres 
that take place in the South.

The drills began as Amer-
ican allies in East Asia fret 
over North Korean displays 
of weapons capabilities and 
its growing alignment with 
Russia, as well as traditional 

backer China.
“Based on my very good re-

lationship with Kim Jong Un, 
of North Korea, I am not happy 
with the fact that the United 
States has, long ago, agreed to 
participate in Joint Military 
Exercises with South Korea,” 
Trump wrote on his Truth So-
cial platform.

“These exercises are not 
only costly, with much of these 
costs paid for by the United 
States of America (as usual!), 
but send a signal that is totally 
inappropriate and hostile, to a 
Country that, as long as Don-
ald J. Trump has been Presi-
dent, has been unthreatening 
and respectful,” he said.

He took direct aim at South 
Korea, writing: “I recently 
asked the President of South 
Korea if they would like to join 
us in the Denuclearization of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
and they said, ‘No thanks!’”

Trump said he had ordered 
Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth to “substantially reduce” 
the drills because it was too 
late to cancel them.

Former child star actress Hayden 
Panettiere dead at 36

AFp | Los Angeles, United 
States

Hayden Panettiere, a for-
mer child star actress 

who went on to play roles in 
the popular TV series “Heroes” 
and “Nashville,” has died aged 
36. Her father confirmed the 
death in a statement to ABC 
News.

“It is with profound sadness 
that we share the tragic pass-
ing of our beloved Hayden. She 
was an incredible light and a 
force of nature who brought 
immeasurable love and joy to 
all who knew her -- and to the 
millions who watched her on-
screen,” he said.

Details about her death were 
not immediately made public 
but she was found unrespon-
sive on Sunday at a residence 
in Greenville, South Carolina.

Born in 1989, Panettiere’s 
credits include “Remember 
The Titans,” “Ice Princess,” 
“Scream 4” and “Scream VI.”

She’d worked in Hollywood 
all her life, appearing in com-
mercials at just 11 months and 
winning a Grammy nomina-

tion for voicing the “Princess 
Dot” character in the 1998 
movie “A Bug’s Life” when she 
was nine.

Behind the successful career 
lay a dark personal history.

In a memoir released in May, 
“This Is Me: A Reckoning,” 
she described the pressures 
of being a child star and her 
experiences with alcohol and 
opioid addiction and recovery.

Panettiere also spoke of es-
trangement from her mother, 
who managed her career as a 
child and criticized the book.

Paying tribute, actress Viola 
Davis, who starred alongside 
Panettiere in the 2016 mov-
ie “Custody,” referred to her 
struggles.

Davis called her “an old, wise 
soul with such a deep heart” 
and said “your tests became 
your testimony, and your tes-
timony became your legacy.”

“I wish the world had more 
time with you because I had a 
burning curiosity about who 
you were becoming. I saw this 
beautiful Phoenix rising from 
the ashes,” she wrote on Ins-
tagram.

Trump appeal in sex assault, defamation case rejected again
AFP | Washington, United States

The US Supreme Court yes-
terday rejected for a second 

time President Donald Trump’s 
attempt to overturn a jury judg-
ment that he sexually assault-
ed and defamed writer E Jean 
Carroll.

The Supreme Court did not 
give any reason for its decision 
not to hear the president’s chal-
lenge. The court in late June also 
refused to hear Trump’s appeal 
against the original May 2023 
verdict.

Carroll, 82, a former journalist 
and columnist, accused Trump 

of assaulting her in a dressing 
room of a New York department 
store in 1996.

Trump paid $5.6 million to 
Carroll last month after a civil 
jury found he sexually assaulted 
and defamed her.

When the allegations were 
published in a 2019 book she 

wrote, the Republican billion-
aire called Carroll a “nut job” 
and claimed she had fabricated 
her case.

In a separate defamation case 
in New York, Trump was ordered 
to pay $83.3 million to Carroll. 
Trump has also appealed that 
judgment to the Supreme Court.

Netanyahu, Kushner discuss 
US general for Hamas disarmament

    US general could oversee Hamas disarmament

• Kushner, who has 
long family ties to 
Netanyahu, met with 
him in Jerusalem

• Kushner in the talks 
in Egypt had demanded 
that Hamas verify it is 
giving up its weapons

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and US envoy 
Jared Kushner discussed 

putting an American general in 
charge of verifying Hamas’s dis-
armament yesterday, an Israeli 
official said, as the premier in-
sisted there would be no pullout 
from Gaza until then.

Kushner, President Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law, flew to the 
region after Netanyahu, facing a 
tough re-election fight, publicly 
rejected the latest part of a US 
plan aimed at ending the devas-
tating Gaza war.

Kushner, who has long family 
ties to Netanyahu, met with him 
in Jerusalem a day after hold-
ing rare direct talks in Egypt 
with Hamas, which has public-
ly committed itself to the plan 
and to disarmament, winning 
praise from Trump but prompt-
ing deep scepticism in Israel.

The two sides “agreed that no 
redeployment or reconstruction 
would take place in the Gaza 
Strip before Hamas is disarmed 
throughout Gaza”, a senior Is-
raeli official told AFP.

“It was also agreed that the 
first step toward the demilita-
risation of the Strip would be 
to require Hamas to hand over 
its weapons for decommission-
ing under the supervision of an 
American general,” the official 
said.

Kushner was joined in the 
talks by other members of 
Trump’s so-called Board of 
Peace on Gaza, including for-
mer British prime minister Tony 
Blair.

The group did not immedi-
ately comment on the meeting.

The Trump administration 
has already given a role to the US 

military and friendly for-
eign forces in supervising 
an October ceasefire in 
Gaza that has reduced, 
but not ended, Israeli 
strikes in the ravaged 
Palestinian territory.

The call for a US 
general’s involvement 
came after Netanya-
hu publicly rejected 
an earlier text by the 
Board of Peace in 
which it said Hamas 
would hand over its 
weapons to a nas-
cent  Palestinian 
governing commit-
tee.

Kushner in the talks 
in Egypt had demanded 
that Hamas verify it is giv-
ing up its weapons and that 
the group -- whose unprece-

dented October 7, 2023 attack 
against Israel launched the Gaza 
war -- renounce any future role 
in governing the Palestinian ter-
ritory, the sources said.

A Hamas official said the 
group, represented by its new 
leader Khalil al-Hayya, told 
Kushner it was committed to 
t h e Gaza plan and want-

ed pressure on 
Netanyahu.

Cambodian opposition leader’s 
daughter named PM’s ‘special envoy’
AFP | Phnom Penh, Cambodia

The daughter of Cambodi-
an opposition leader Kem 

Sokha was appointed an ad-
viser to Prime Minister Hun 
Manet on Monday, a surprise 
move analysts said will further 
weaken the government’s op-
ponents.

A royal decree said Kem 
Monovithya had been appoint-
ed as a “special envoy” to the 
premier at his request, giving 
her a rank equal to a govern-
ment minister.

Her father, Kem Sokha, was 

sentenced to 27 years in prison 
in 2023 after being convicted 
of trying to topple the gov-
ernment of Hun Sen -- Hun 
Manet’s father, who remains 
highly influential.

He was pardoned in May but 
is still banned from running 
for office.

Cambodia’s ruling family 
has a long history of co-opting 
opponents during its decades 
in power, with Hun Sen of-
fering government positions 
to opposition politicians and 
activists.

Iran says two French diplomats accused of 
'interference' barred from returning
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran's foreign ministry said 
Monday that two French 

diplomats who were briefly 
arrested last month over accu-
sations of "interference" would 
not be permitted to return to 
the country.

France's Foreign Minister 
Jean-Noel Barrot said on July 
20 that the pair had been tar-
geted by Iranian officials the 
night before "in flagrant viola-
tion of diplomatic immunity".

He said they had suffered 
"an extremely serious act of 
intimidation" at the hands of 
Iran's security service.

On Monday, Iran's foreign 
ministry spokesman Esmaeil 
Baqaei hit back at French au-
thorities, saying they should 
apologise for the actions of the 
diplomats, which he insisted 
had violated the Vienna Con-
vention.

"The two individuals in-
volved left Iran. We also of-
ficially announced that they 
would not be permitted to re-
turn," Baqaei said in a weekly 
press briefing.

Tehran had previously said 
the diplomats “interfered in 
Iran’s internal affairs under 
the pretext of engaging with 
civil society”.

Hayden Panettiere

UK PM exchanged messages 
with Trump aide imposter

AFP | London, United Kingdom

New British Prime Min-
ister Andy Burnham ex-

changed messages with some-
one posing as Susie Wiles, the 
White House chief of staff, 
several media outlets reported 
yesterday. 

According to Politico, which 
broke the story quoting anon-
ymous sources, the British 
leader sent a “few messages” 
via an unspecified communi-
cation channel to a person he 
believed to be Wiles before 
becoming suspicious.

The incident was deemed 
serious enough for the Brit-
ish embassy in Washington 
to raise the matter with the 
White House, according to 
two sources cited by Politico.

Neither the date nor the 
content of the exchanges is 
known.

Burnham succeeded for-
mer Labour Party leader Keir 
Starmer as prime minister on 
July 20.

“We do not comment on 
national security matters,” a 

spokesperson for Burnham’s 
Downing Street office said, 
without denying the exchang-
es.

Burnham is not the first 
prominent British politician to 
fall victim to this type of hoax.

In 2024, the British gov-
ernment released a video of a 
phone call in which the then 

foreign minister David Cam-
eron was duped by someone 
posing as former Ukrainian 
president Petro Poroshenko.

The Foreign Office ex-
plained at the time that it 
had disclosed the incident to 
preempt any attempt by the 
perpetrators to manipulate 
the footage.

Pakistan detains 258 foreigners 
in scam centre raid
AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

Pakistan authorities said 
yesterday they detained 

258 foreigners, including 40 
Chinese nationals, following 
a raid on an alleged “scam call 
centre” in the capital Islam-
abad.

“They were running a scam 
call centre in Gulberg Green, 
a housing society on the out-
skirts of Islamabad,” an official 

from the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency, a Pakistani intel-
ligence service, told AFP.

“They came to Pakistan on 
tourist visas and were not al-
lowed to do what they were 
doing.”

Those detained -- including 
170 people from Vietnam, as 
well as nationals from Ma-
laysia and “other Asian coun-
tries” -- were being held at a 
Rawalpindi jail.

Stubborn vulture plucked from 
Ryanair wing before Greece flight
AFP | Athens, Greece

A vulture who refused to 
budge had to be removed 

from the wing of a Ryanair 
flight awaiting takeoff on the 
Greek island of Crete, in order 
to avoid potential damage to 
the plane, a local newspaper 
reported yesterday. 

The Patris daily said the in-
cident occurred late Sunday 
at the island’s Iraklio airport, 
when the fire service was called 
in to remove the large scaven-
ger.

It showed pictures the bird 
tucked inside a firefighter’s 
fireproof jacket. The report did 
not specify where the flight was 
headed.

Other local sites showed a 
picture of the vulture landing 
on the plane’s tail wing.

It was later placed in a wood-

en box and delivered to the is-
land’s natural history museum 
for care.

Birds are routinely sucked 
into aircraft engines, occasion-
ally causing serious accidents.

Last week, the US National 
Transportation Safety Board 
said bird remains had been 
found in the engine of a Ryanair 
plane that saw a blade break off 

on July 10 during a flight from 
Greece to Germany, shattering 
a cabin window and partially 
sucking a passenger outside.

Four suspected bird strikes 
to the plane’s engines had been 
reported by flight crews in the 
12 months preceding the acci-
dent, but no damage was found 
in subsequent maintenance, the 
report said.

King of Jordan to visit 
China from August 18
AFP | Beijing, China

The King of Jor-
dan will visit 

China from today 
for talks with Chi-
nese President Xi 
Jinping, Beijing an-
nounced on Mon-
day.

The trip comes 
as the US-allied kingdom re-
mains caught in the middle 
of Washington’s months-long 
war with Tehran.

China, a major buyer of Ira-
nian oil, has presented itself as 
a neutral party in the Middle 
East conflict and has called 
for stability in the vital Strait 
of Hormuz.

The trip, at the invitation 

of Xi, will take place 
from August 18 to 
24, Beijing’s foreign 
ministry said in a 
statement.

The leaders will 
“exchange views on 
bilateral relations 
and international 
and regional issues 
of  common con-

cern”, Chinese foreign minis-
try spokesman Lin Jian said.

“China is willing to work 
with Jordan to take this visit 
as an opportunity to jointly 
enhance political mutual trust, 
expand mutually beneficial 
cooperation... and make posi-
tive contributions to regional 
peace, stability and develop-
ment,” he added.

Indian marble waste dump 
becomes unlikely tourist attraction
Kishangarh, India

A sprawling expanse of white 
marble waste in India is 

drawing tourists, filmmakers 
and social media enthusiasts 
to a landscape that looks more 
like a snow-covered valley than 
a dumping ground.

The site in Kishangarh, a ma-
jor marble-processing hub in 
the northwestern state of Ra-
jasthan, is blanketed in white 
slurry and discarded stone gen-
erated when marble and granite 
blocks are cut and polished.

Spread across 82 acres (33 
hectares), it receives more than 
5,500 tonnes of slurry every 
day from over 1,200 processing 

units, making it one of Asia’s 
largest such disposal sites.

But the industrial wasteland 
has evolved into an unlikely 
attraction.

Couples pose among the 
c h a l k-w h i t e  m o u n d s  f o r 
pre-wedding photographs, 
while filmmakers and mu-

sic-video crews use the terrain 
as a backdrop.

Visitors ride horses across the 
undulating landscape, drawn by 
its unusual appearance.

Social media has fuelled the 
site’s popularity, with visitors 
comparing its gleaming surface 
to snowy alpine scenery.

Britain’s Prime Minister Andy Burnham speaks to staff


