1590 1737 1838 1919

TODAY :

IN Governor of Roanoke Island colony First public admission y United States Exploring Expedition Anti-Cigarette
HISTORY John White returns from England
to find no trace of the colonists he
left there three years earlier

to the Salon de Paris art
exhibition at the Louvre
in Paris

headed by Charles Wilkes departs
for the Pacific Ocean and Antarc-
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Human rights are
not West or East,
North or South. They
are not a luxury - they
are not negotiable. They
are the foundation of a
more peaceful and se-
cure world.
@antonioguterres

Our support for the
people of Colombia

continues following the
terrible earthquake. We
are sending hundreds of
tents, blankets and emer-
gency equipment.Euro 2
million in EU funds are at
work to provide health-
care, shelter, clean water
and food to the commu-
nities.,

@vonderleyen

mergency services are
working at the sites of
the Russian strikes that
took place this morning
and last night. In Kyiv, the
fires were quickly extin-
guished, and emergency
work is now ongoing.
@ZelenskyyUua

hank you, PM An-
drew Holness, for
your warm wishes. India
deeply values its enduring
friendship with Jamai-
ca and looks forward to
further strengthening our
special and close ties.
@narendramodi

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stance)

/\

Stubborn vulture plucked from

Ryanair wing before Greece flight

AFP | Athens, Greece

vulture who refused to

budge had to be removed
from the wing of a Ryanair
flight awaiting takeoff on the
Greek island of Crete, in order
to avoid potential damage to
the plane, a local newspaper
reported yesterday.

The Patris daily said the in-
cident occurred late Sunday
at the island’s Iraklio airport,
when the fire service was called
in to remove the large scaven-
ger.

It showed pictures the bird
tucked inside a firefighter’s
fireproof jacket. The report did
not specify where the flight was
headed.

Other local sites showed a
picture of the vulture landing
on the plane’s tail wing.

It was later placed in a wood-

en box and delivered to the is-
land’s natural history museum
for care.

Birds are routinely sucked
into aircraft engines, occasion-
ally causing serious accidents.

Last week, the US National
Transportation Safety Board
said bird remains had been
found in the engine of a Ryanair
plane that saw a blade break off

—

on July 10 during a flight from
Greece to Germany, shattering
a cabin window and partially
sucking a passenger outside.

Four suspected bird strikes
to the plane’s engines had been
reported by flight crews in the
12 months preceding the acci-
dent, but no damage was found
in subsequent maintenance, the
report said.

AFP | London, United Kingdom

New British Prime Min-
ister Andy Burnham ex-
changed messages with some-
one posing as Susie Wiles, the
White House chief of staff,
several media outlets reported
yesterday.

broke the story quoting anon-
ymous sources, the British
leader sent a “few messages”
via an unspecified communi-
cation channel to a person he
believed to be Wiles before
becoming suspicious.

The incident was deemed
serious enough for the Brit-
ish embassy in Washington
to raise the matter with the
White House, according to
two sources cited by Politico.

Neither the date nor the
content of the exchanges is
known.

Burnham succeeded for-
mer Labour Party leader Keir
Starmer as prime minister on
July 20.

“We do not comment on
national security matters,” a

According to Politico, which |

UK PM exchanged messages
with Trump aide imposter

Britain’s Prime Minister Andy Burnham speaks to staff

spokesperson for Burnham’s
Downing Street office said,
without denying the exchang-
es.

Burnham is not the first
prominent British politician to
fall victim to this type of hoax.

In 2024, the British gov-
ernment released a video of a
phone call in which the then

foreign minister David Cam-
eron was duped by someone
posing as former Ukrainian
president Petro Poroshenko.

The Foreign Office ex-
plained at the time that it
had disclosed the incident to
preempt any attempt by the
perpetrators to manipulate
the footage.

Indian marble waste dump
becomes unlikely tourist attraction

Kishangarh, India

sprawlirg expanse of white
marble waste in India is
drawing tourists, filmmakers

and social media enthusiasts |

to a landscape that looks more
like a snow-covered valley than
a dumping ground.

The site in Kishangarh, a ma-
jor marble-processing hub in
the northwestern state of Ra-
jasthan, is blanketed in white
slurry and discarded stone gen-
erated when marble and granite
blocks are cut and polished.

Spread across 82 acres (33
hectares), it receives more than
5,500 tonnes of slurry every
day from over 1,200 processing

units, making it one of Asia’s
largest such disposal sites.

But the industrial wasteland
has evolved into an unlikely
attraction.

Couples pose among the
chalk-white mounds for
pre-wedding photographs,
while filmmakers and mu-
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sic-video crews use the terrain

as a backdrop.

Visitors ride horses across the
undulating landscape, drawn by
its unusual appearance.

Social media has fuelled the
site’s popularity, with visitors
comparing its gleaming surface
to snowy alpine scenery.

Trump says US scaling back

military drills with Seoul

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

onald Trump said he or-

dered the Pentagon to
scale back "inappropriate and
hostile” military drills with
South Korea, hours before the
exercises began on Monday.

The US president cited his
"good relationship” with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un in
his latest rebuke to long-stand-
ing alliances with global part-
ners.

South Korean officials said
the exercises had begun as
planned and that they hoped
the personal chemistry be-
tween Trump and Kim would
bring them back to talks.

North Korea has not re-
sponded publicly, although it
has previously voiced anger at
the regular joint manoeuvres
that take place in the South.

The drills began as Amer-
ican allies in East Asia fret
over North Korean displays
of weapons capabilities and
its growing alignment with
Russia, as well as traditional

backer China.

“Based on my very good re-
lationship with Kim Jong Un,
of North Korea, I am not happy
with the fact that the United
States has, long ago, agreed to
participate in Joint Military
Exercises with South Korea,”
Trump wrote on his Truth So-
cial platform.

“These exercises are not
only costly, with much of these
costs paid for by the United
States of America (as usual!),
but send a signal that is totally
inappropriate and hostile, to a
Country that, as long as Don-
ald J. Trump has been Presi-
dent, has been unthreatening
and respectful,” he said.

He took direct aim at South
Korea, writing: “I recently
asked the President of South
Korea if they would like to join
us in the Denuclearization of
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
and they said, ‘No thanks!”

Trump said he had ordered
Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth to “substantially reduce”
the drills because it was too
late to cancel them.

Pakistan detains 258 foreigners
in scam centre raid

AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

Pakistan authorities said
yesterday they detained
258 foreigners, including 40
Chinese nationals, following
araid on an alleged “scam call
centre” in the capital Islam-
abad.

“They were running a scam
call centre in Gulberg Green,
a housing society on the out-
skirts of Islamabad,” an official

from the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency, a Pakistani intel-
ligence service, told AFP.

“They came to Pakistan on
tourist visas and were not al-
lowed to do what they were
doing”

Those detained -- including
170 people from Vietnam, as
well as nationals from Ma-
laysia and “other Asian coun-
tries” -- were being held at a
Rawalpindi jail.

King of Jordan to visit
China from August 18

AFP | Beijing, China

he King of Jor-

dan will visit
China from today
for talks with Chi-
nese President Xi
Jinping, Beijing an-
nounced on Mon-
day.

The trip comes
as the Us-allied kingdom re-
mains caught in the middle
of Washington’s months-long
war with Tehran.

China, a major buyer of Ira-
nian oil, has presented itself as
a neutral party in the Middle
East conflict and has called
for stability in the vital Strait
of Hormuz.

The trip, at the invitation

of Xi, will take place
from August 18 to
24, Beijing’s foreign
ministry said in a
statement.

The leaders will
“exchange views on
bilateral relations
and international
and regional issues
of common con-
cern”, Chinese foreign minis-
try spokesman Lin Jian said.

“China is willing to work
with Jordan to take this visit
as an opportunity to jointly
enhance political mutual trust,
expand mutually beneficial
cooperation... and make posi-
tive contributions to regional
peace, stability and develop-
ment,” he added.



