
Arjun’s Chess Academy to compete 
in 31st Abu Dhabi Chess Festival

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Arjun’s Chess 
Academy (ACA) is all set 

to make its mark once again at 
one of the world’s largest chess 
events — the 31st Abu Dhabi 
Chess Festival 2025, scheduled 
from 14th to 24th August in 
Abu Dhabi, UAE.

This year’s festival is ex-
pected to witness over 3,000 
players from various countries 
competing in 31 different tour-
naments, making it a global 
celebration of chess. The ACA 
team, led by coach Arjun Kak-
kadath, will be participating 
for the third consecutive year, 
reaffirming the academy’s 
commitment to providing its 
students with top-level inter-
national exposure.

The ACA contingent com-
prises 10 talented students: 
Prithvi Raj Prajeesh, Aaryan 
Anil Jai Prabhakaran, Dhrupad 
Lohidas, Arnav Singh Dewan, 
Rudra Viral Desai, Khush Dho-
laria, Jishnu Balajee Meenu, 
Vaishnav Sumesh,  Nimit Minu 
and  Tanya Singh . They will 
compete in multiple events 
including the Standard Open, 
Junior Open, Schools Tourna-
ment, Academy Tournament, 
and Blitz Tournament.

Speaking about the event, 
Arjun Kakkadath said, “The 
Abu Dhabi Chess Festival of-
fers our players a rare chance 
to face top-rated opponents 
from across the globe. It’s an 
invaluable experience that 
pushes them to improve and 
grow as chess players.”

Sinner, Alcaraz set Cincy final clash
AFP | Cincinnati

World number one Jan-
nik Sinner and hot rival 

Carlos Alcaraz will face off in a 
major final for the fourth time 
this season after both booked 
straight-set wins into the title 
match at the ATP-WTA Cincin-
nati Open on Saturday.

Defending champion Sin-
ner ruthlessly subdued 136th-
ranked qualifier Terence At-
mane 7-6 (7/4), 6-2 while Span-
ish second seed Alcaraz defeat-
ed an ailing Alexander Zverev, 
who was suffering badly from 
the 32 Celsius heat and humid-
ity, by 6-4, 6-3.

Alcaraz and Sinner have 
played for trophies this season 
in Rome, Roland Garros and 
Wimbledon, with the Italian 
winning their most recent at 
the All England Club last 
month.

S i n -
n e r , 
c e l e -
brating 
his 24th 

birthday, ended Frenchman 
Atmane’s dream run and will 
now try to become the first 

man since Rog-
er Federer in 

2014-15 to 
win back-
t o - b a c k 

titles in Cin-
cinnati.

Sinner, tuning up 
for the US Open in 
his first tourna-
ment since win-
ning Wimbledon, 
hasn’t dropped a 

set en route to the 
final.
“It ’s a very, very 

tough challenge every 
time you play a new 

opponent,” Sinner said. 
“In the later stages of the 

tournament,the pressure is 
on, they deserve to be there.”
Alcaraz will also be play-

ing in his second Cincy final 

after losing to Novak Djokovic 
in 2023.

The Spaniard increased his 
ATP season match win lead to 
53 in a year of five titles.

Alcaraz broke Zverev once 
in the opening set to claim it 
before the German, who is dia-
betic, began feeling poorly and 
took a medical timeout off court 
after the third game of the sec-
ond set.

Zverev, who has retired in 
only two matches since 2014, 
came back out to finish what 
was a patchy match from Al-
caraz, who double-faulted for 
times in the second game of 
the second set but won the last 
12 points with Zverev running 
on fumes.

“We started well with good 
rallies, a good level,” Alcaraz 
said. “All of a sudden he felt bad 
and I was thinking more about 
how he was feeling instead of 
playing good tennis.
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Palace frustrate Chelsea 
in Premier League opener
VAR denies Palace as Chelsea struggle post-Club World Cup triumph

• VAR rules out 
Eze free-kick

• Estevao wastes 
Chelsea’s best chance

• Nottingham Forest 
beat Brentford 3-1

AFP | London

Chelsea suffered a Club 
World Cup hangover as 
they were lucky to escape 

with a 0-0 draw against Crystal 
Palace to open their Premier 
League campaign yesterday.

Palace were denied an early 
opener when Eberechi Eze’s 
free-kick was ruled out by a VAR 
review for Marc Guehi obstruct-
ing the Chelsea wall.

New Chelsea signing Estevao 
came closest to snatching a win-
ner for the home side, but the 
newly-crowned world champi-
ons were blunt in attack against 
a well-organised Palace defence.

The Eagles key duo of Guehi 
and Eze started despite mount-
ing speculation the England 
internationals are set to join 
Liverpool and Tottenham, re-
spectively.

“As long as they are 100 per-
cent committed, they will play 
as they are so good,” said Palace 
boss Oliver Glasner.

“They didn’t just show they 
are great footballers, but they 

are great persons and that’s 
what I expected.”

Eze thought he had opened 
the scoring with a blistering 
free-kick that had too much 
power for Robert Sanchez.

The goal was disallowed for 
Guehi’s role in creating a gap by 
man-handling Moises Caicedo 
into the Chelsea wall.

Chelsea’s  demolit ion of 
European champions Par-
is Saint-Germain in the Club 
World Cup final last month had 
raised the Blues’ hopes they can 
challenge for a first Premier 

League title since 2017.
But Enzo Maresca bemoaned 

his side’s lack of preparation 
time since beating PSG in New 
York just 35 days ago.

“They played about eight 
(pre-season) games, we played 
just two so we tried our best,” 
said the Italian.

“We expected a tough game. 
Apart from the first half free-
kick, we didn’t concede any 
chances.”

Estevao scored against Chel-
sea at the Club World Cup in his 
final game for Palmeiras.

The Brazilian has been hyped 
as one of the world’s brightest 
young talents but lacked the 
composure to finish when he 
sliced high and wide from the 
middle of the box.

Nottingham Forest made light 
of manager Nuno Espirito San-
to’s pre-season fears over a lack 
of signings with a dominant 
3-1 win over a much-changed 
Brentford.

Chris Wood struck twice ei-
ther side of Dan Ndyoe’s debut 
goal for Forest on a nightmare 
afternoon for new Brentford 

boss Keith Andrews.
“It was a very good first half. 

The combinations were real-
ly good, beautiful goals,” said 
Nuno.

“This is why we are insisting 
on a good balanced squad that 
gives us options and solutions.”

The Bees have lost their man-
ager, captain and top scorer in 
the off-season.

Thomas Frank left to take 
charge of Tottenham, Bryan 
Mbeumo got his dream move to 
Manchester United and Arsenal 
secured Christian Norgaard.

Yoane Wissa was also miss-
ing from the Brentford squad 
ahead of an expected move to 
Newcastle.

Igor Thiago’s first goal for the 
club from the penalty spot late 
on was the only consolation for 
the visitors.

Chelsea’s Enzo Fernandez (C) dribbles past Crystal Palace’s Eberechi Eze (R) 

Jannik Sinner serves during the match against Terence Atmane

Chelsea’s new signing 
Estevao, who scored 
against them in the 
Club World Cup final 

for Palmeiras, missed 
their best chance on 
debut, slicing over 
from close range

KNOW WHAT

Carlos 
Alcaraz

kmehza@gmail.com
ITALIAN KITCHENS MARKETING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ALUMINIUM 
TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66648668 or ALAAME-
MO93@GMAIL.COM
SILVER MEASURING AND CONTROL EQUIP-
MENTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES SPECIALIST, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33169625 or BIJU@SILVER-
MCE.COM
TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39289289 or teamco98@
gmail.com
MASTER KEYS has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of KEY / MASTER MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39977699 or 
neest@live.com
HOME T&K MARKETING & PROMOTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33744049 or S8560585@GMAIL.COM
BILAJ EVENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34190122 or AHMADMK38866@GMAIL.COM
RHAF CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39688368 
or ALENEZIA8@GMAIL.COM
SAIM VIRK CLEANING SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 66631834 
or SAIM2424786@GMAIL.COM
NEW PYRAMID GENERAL CLEANING CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33070461 or MIFTIKHAR087@
GMAIL.COM
SHAMIM FOR ADVERTISEMENT BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36946981 or
SIKANDAR RAZA TRANSPORT COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17431606 or MARIYAASHRAT90@GMAIL.
COM
REGRSI FASHION W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35611842 or MIRZA-
DXB281@GMAIL.COM
KARAK TEA 33 has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 32333448 or ASIF.
ALRIND@GMAIL.COM
MILTON CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33712072 
or VISTOCONSULTANCY80@GMAIL.COM
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34111999 or SHAREF.WORKS@GMAIL.COM
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34111999 or SHAREF.WORKS@GMAIL.COM
NEW PYRAMID GENERAL CLEANING CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33070461 or MIFTIKHAR087@
GMAIL.COM
GULF TOBACCO COMPANY. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17641290 or 
MASOOMADOC2014@GMAIL.COM
WAQAS ALI FASHION DESIGN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38868452 or BAHRAINBUSINESSSOLUTION@
GMAIL.COM
DEWAN ROSHAN SERVICES  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66673674 or AHMAD.BKSERVICES@
GMAIL.COM
BAHADAR KHAN ISLAMABAD DECOR W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35093041 or
MC REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT & CONSUL-
TANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MARKETING EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38401970 or MCREAL-
ESTATE.BH@GMAIL.COM
ELEGENT CONSTRUCTIONS CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ADMINISTRA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17514482 or ADNAN@ELEGANTSERVICES.
COM
GHANI FAST SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33249820 or 
ALINAKHAN5411@GMAIL.COM
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36491411 
or MURTAZAWALI100@GMAIL.COM
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