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LIZZIE PORTER 

At Tal Afar General Hospi-
tal in northwestern Iraq, 
dozens of women squeeze 

onto waiting room chairs. They all 
want to see the small team of gy-
naecologists, who appear stressed 
and overworked.

Since the other hospital in the 
area was blown up by ISIS, Tal 
Afar General Hospital has been 
overburdened and under-re-
sourced, serving the city as well as 
towns and villages far and wide.

But even if services were suffi-
cient, one group of the neediest 
would-be patients would still stay 
away.

They are the 22 Shia Turkmen 
women and girls who have re-
turned from being raped, beaten 
and forced into marriage to ISIS 
members. Some were just 12 years 
old when they were kidnapped 
as they tried to escape the terror 
group’s assault on northern Iraq 
five years ago.

Since their return, community 
stigma – mainly from their tribes 
and nosy neighbours – has pro-
longed their suffering. Some are 
forced to stay at home by their rel-
atives, who associate a rape sur-
vivor with shame. They prevent 
the girls from going to school, 
having any kind of financial in-
dependence or repairing their 
friendships. 

Instead, their families make 
them do menial chores at home. 
Even if healthcare services wer-
en’t overstretched, the girls 
couldn’t leave the house to get 
regular check-ups for any phys-
ical or mental health effects of 
ISIS’s abuse. As researchers and 

humanitarian workers have said, 
it’s another kind of captivity.

Tal Afar, 60 kilometres west of 
Mosul in Nineveh governorate, 
is majority Turkmen – Iraqi cit-
izens of Turkic origin. Some are 
Sunni, others Shia. They haven’t 
always lived peacefully side by 
side: post-2003, the Sunnis were 
marginalised by newly dominant 
Shia politicians and were subject-
ed to pernicious harassment and 
violence. 

Later, Tal Afar was controlled 
by Al Qaeda in Iraq and once ISIS 

took over, many of its command-
ers based themselves in the city. 
Retaken by Iraqi security forces 
in August 2017, it was one of the 
terror group’s last strongholds.

Since Tal Afar’s liberation, 
about half of its 200,000-strong 
overall population, both Sunni 
and Shia, have returned, includ-
ing the few who have been re-
leased from ISIS captivity. But the 
stigma facing those survivors is 
made all the worse by a dearth of 
government services in the city. 

Researchers say there needs to 

be vocational training for those 
who cannot return to normal 
schooling. 

That could help the boys and 
girls who witnessed unspeakable 
violence and suffering after ISIS 
kidnapped them. They might not 
be able to sit in a normal class-
room for a while but they urgently 
need alternatives to help them 
learn to be children again.

The sexual violence survivors 
need special attention. The Iraqi 
state needs to provide much more 
in terms of proper healthcare, 

SUCCESS ISN’T ALWAYS ABOUT 
GREATNESS. IT’S ABOUT CON-
SISTENCY. CONSISTENT HARD 
WORK LEADS TO SUCCESS. 
GREATNESS WILL COME.
DWAYNE JOHNSON
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In the northern Iraqi city, 

women and girls still suffer 
from the stigma of sexual abuse 

45 years on from Nixon, America needs to heal once again

 Nixon’s 
resignation 

45 years ago 
was followed 

by greater 
accountability. 

We need 
a new 

reckoning, 
writes Janine 

di Giovanni 

JANINE DI GIOVANNI 

Exactly 45 years ago, Rich-
ard Nixon, the 37th pres-
ident of the United States, 

gave his resignation speech in the 
Oval Office of the White House. 
Nixon’s role in the Watergate cov-
er-up had been made clear to the 
public a few days earlier when 
taped Oval Office conversations 
– including one known as “the 
smoking gun” – revealed with-
out a doubt that Nixon had been 
aware of the White House con-
nection to the Watergate burglary. 
Two years earlier, five men had 
broken into the Democratic Na-
tional Committee headquarters 
in Washington DC, leading to the 
discovery of multiple abuses of 
power by the Nixon administra-
tion. This led to a constitutional 
crisis. The country was in deep 
pain and Nixon had to go.

Nixon did the right thing by 
standing down on August 9, 1974. 
His involvement in the Watergate 
scandal had grown too large for 
him to manipulate and hide. He 
was deeply unpopular through-
out the country and had earned 
the dubious moniker Tricky 
Dicky. His political support had 
collapsed.

“With the disappearance of that 
base,” Nixon told the American 
public, “I now believe that the 
constitutional purpose has been 

served and there is no longer a 
need for the process to be pro-
longed.” By evening, a helicopter 
had landed on the White House 
lawn and whisked away Nixon 
and his family to their home in 
California. Gerald Ford was in-
stalled as the new president. “Our 
national nightmare is over,” he 
told a traumatised country.

One president left; another be-
gan. It was that swift.

Nixon was the only US presi-
dent to resign from office and it 
had a tangible effect on political 
life in Washington. Because of 
Watergate, more than 69 govern-
ment officials were charged and 
48 were found guilty but the real 
cost was that trust in the execu-
tive branch had taken a plummet. 
That trust did not rebound again 
until the Clinton administration.

Nixon’s resignation came just 
after one of the most volatile times 
in US history. The war in Vietnam 
had raged for more than a dec-
ade, an unpopular, ugly conflict 
that divided the country and left 
societal wounds that would take 
decades to heal. Racial violence 
was spiralling out of control, cul-
minating in riots in urban flash-
points in 1968. A counterculture 
hippie movement rejected main-
stream American ideals, forego-
ing the materialism and suburban 
life that had been the hallmark of 
1950s post-war America. College 

campuses staged moratoriums. 
Underground radical movements, 
many of them militant, were born.

After the initial shockwaves 
subsided, the long-term effect 
of Watergate and Nixon’s resig-
nation, however, had a positive 

effect on the country. It became 
an era of legal reform. Laws were 
passed to ensure what had hap-
pened would not happen again: 
the Ethics in Government Act; 
the Freedom of Information Act. 
Reporters from theWashington 

Post had doggedly tracked and 
broken the Watergate story so 
investigative journalism was at 
an all-time high. Post-Watergate, 
everyone was accountable.

The comparison between Nix-
on’s administration and our pres-

Sunni-Shia relations in 
Tal Afar have improved 

somewhat since 2017, say 
residents, but that doesn’t 

take into account the 
opinions of those who have 

chosen not to return. 
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Called on His Majesty 
the King of Bhutan. 

We discussed ways to 
further deepen partner-
ship between India and 
Bhutan.

@narendramodi

I am personally touched 
to see that Shri @nar-

endramodi is acknowl-
edging and responding to 
all the students, teachers 
and villagers greeting 
him on his way to Thim-
phu.This reinforces the 
fact that he is very down-
to-earth and real. His af-
fection for children are 
clear and visible.

@PMBhutan

UNSC meeting on Kash-
mir: China-Pakistan 

attempt to censure India 
at UN Security Council 
(UNSC) fails. Russia came 
out in support of India and 
stated that India has tak-
en the Kashmir decision 
as it is an internal matter. 
France and US also backed 
India at the consultation.

@AskAnshul

02

Major consideration 
is being given to 

naming ANTIFA an “OR-
GANIZATION OF TER-
ROR.” Portland is being 
watched very closely. 
Hopefully the Mayor 
will be able to properly 
do his job!

@realDonaldTrump

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

both physical and mental, and 
ways of communicating with the 
female survivors trapped at home. 

Social services need to explain 
to tribal leaders that a rape sur-
vivor needs love, compassion and 
help, not social rejection. 

While he has publicly backed 
UN-led investigations into ISIS 
crimes, Iraq’s top Shia cleric, Aya-
tollah Ali Al Sistani, hasn’t specif-
ically urged people to welcome 
back the women and girls who 
were raped and abused by ISIS. 

His doing so would likely sway 

public opinion, as happened in 
2015, when the Yazidi leader Baba 
Sheikh instructed families to wel-
come back the female Yazidis 
whom ISIS had traded as sex 
slaves.

Outsiders dealing with the 
issue may face accusations of 
western-centric thinking and 
attempting to interfere in Iraq’s 
social structures. But a rape sur-
vivor’s rights are universal rights, 
not exclusively western rights.

Sunni-Shia relations in Tal 
Afar have improved somewhat 
since 2017, say residents, but 
that doesn’t take into account 
the opinions of those who have 
chosen not to return, or cannot. 

More than 31,000 people from 
Nineveh remain displaced in Kar-
bala and Najaf, Shia-majority ar-
eas in southern Iraq, according 
to figures from the International 
Organisation for Migration.

Former residents wanted over 
ISIS links haven’t been allowed 
back, according to a city offi-
cial. In a country where judicial 

standards fall well below par, 
their fates aren’t necessarily go-
ing to be decided fairly. 

An element of distrust between 
communities will inevitably re-
main, particularly if residents 
feel forgotten by authorities in 
Baghdad. 

Sunnis will likely not be al-
lowed to forget the role of Iran-
backed Shia paramilitaries from 
the Popular Mobilisation Forces, 
who worked alongside the Iraqi 
army to retake Tal Afar. They are 
now among the myriad security 
forces manning checkpoints and 
carrying out security operations 
on the city’s periphery.

Another knot is Yazidis’ per-
ceptions of Tal Afar. Women and 
girls were held in the city as ISIS 
traded them as sex slaves while 
others were kept there long-term. 

It is inevitable that their per-
ceptions of the place will remain 
tainted. Tal Afar elders are in-
volved in reconciliation efforts 
between Sunni Arab tribes and 
Yazidis across Nineveh prov-
ince. 

The Yazidis want the tribes 
to hand over names of all their 
members who joined ISIS. Even if 
this happens, the name Tal Afar 
will inevitably remain branded in 
some people’s minds as synony-
mous with ISIS. “I’d never pass by 
Tal Afar because its people have 
destroyed us, taking our women 
and children,” said one Yazidi 
survivor I spoke to in Nineveh. 

Of course, many of Tal Afar’s 
residents – both Sunni and Shia 
– suffered enormously under ISIS 
too. But perceptions and feelings 
aren’t logical. That is one of the 
hardest things.

2005
A massive power blackout hits the Indo-
nesian island of Java, affecting almost 100 
million people, one of the largest and most 
widespread power outages in history.

2008
President of Pakistan Pervez 
Musharraf resigns under threat 
of impeachment.

2008
War of Afghanistan: Uzbin Valley 
ambush occurs.

2017
The first terrorist attack ever 
sentenced as a crime in Finland 
kills two and injures eight.
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Are employment 
fairs really ‘fair’?

It is a scenario that well-mean-
ing labour officials are familiar 
with – and also job-seekers. 

Faced with a slowdown in the jobs 
market, labour authorities organise 
job fairs at which companies are 
invited to a speed networking ses-
sion with qualified but unemployed 
people and encouraged to recruit 
from amongst them to fill vacancies. 

A large number of available jobs 
are announced – in the hundreds, 
if the marketing and publicity is to 
be believed – and the job-seekers 
throng to the fair, clutching their CVs 
and certificates, hope in their eyes 
and a prayer in their hearts.

Much marketing efforts are in-
vested in the exhibition before and 
after the event. 

Yes indeed, we are thankful to the 
Ministry of Labor and Social affairs 
for holding job fairs from time to 
time. But what is the reality? A grad-
uate told me that since graduating 
four years ago she is still looking for 
a job, to no avail, although she has 

added to her qualifica-
tions with several short 
training courses and is 
well-qualified for the ad-
vertised jobs.

She told me that she 
is always greeted effu-
sively by the HR man-
agement at these fairs, 
who interview her keen-
ly and promise to call 
her for the next and fi-
nal round. Alas, that call 
never comes. There are 
many young people like 
this girl, who are on that 
treadmill of unmet prom-
ises.

Don’t get me wrong. 
The job fairs are impor-
tant for recruitment and 
for giving job-seekers a 
chance to meet poten-
tial employers. Tamkeen, 
which underwrites Bah-
raini employment by of-
fering salary subsidies to 
employers and training 
for job-seekers, makes 
the recruitment of Bah-
rainis an easy and neces-

sary step in the growth of business. 
What we perhaps need to do 

is fine-tune the jobs fair process 
and make the participating firms 
accountable for the results. Why, 
for instance, did a firm meet 100 
job-seekers but then fill the position 
with somebody who did not attend 
the job-fair? 

Was it because none of the 
job-seekers had qualifications to 
match their needs? Or because the 
new recruit was their Managing Di-
rector’s nephew or niece? We must 
get private firms to fill out assess-
ment forms so that the ministry can 
streamline the jobs fairs and make 
sure that the quality of job-seek-
ers and the quality of jobs are such 
that they represent growth for the 
youth of our country and progress 
for Bahrain. 

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the 
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 

Organisation for Relief, Human Rights 
and Counterterrorism)        

CAPT. MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

We must get private 
firms to fill out 

assessment forms 
so that the ministry 

can streamline 
the jobs fairs and 

make sure that 
the quality of 

job-seekers and 
the quality of jobs 
are such that they 
represent growth 

for the youth 
of our country 

and progress for 
Bahrain. 

45 years on from Nixon, America needs to heal once again

ent one is stark. Donald Trump, 
the 45th president of the United 
States, presides over an admin-
istration which flies in the face 
of what the Founding Fathers of 
the American Revolution hoped 
to achieve. The liberal ideas and 

republican form of government 
that defined the US has morphed 
into something more aggressive 
and populist.

By appealing to voters who feel 
alienated from Washington life, 
Mr Trump has exposed a fright-
ening side of America: one that is 
racist, polarised and, as we saw in 
El Paso and Dayton, sometimes 
violent. He has repeatedly shown 
a disdain for nearly all the pillars 
of democracy: freedom of press; 
human rights; the rule of law.

According to a report from 
the Alliance for Justice advoca-
cy group in the US, Mr Trump’s 
attacks on the justice system are 
systematic. It states he expects 
undying loyalty from those in law 
enforcement but has simultane-
ously tried to undermine pro-

ceedings and flouted constitu-
tional rights.

This is the tip of the iceberg. 
Mr Trump denies climate change, 
which will have lasting effects on 
generations to come. He is friend-
ly to rogue governments. He has 
torn up treaties, not necessarily 
because he does not believe in 
them but because they were insti-
gated by his predecessor, Barack 
Obama.

There are growing calls for his 
impeachment but it is a fantasy to 
think Mr Trump and his family 
members – whom he has installed 
as his closest advisers, with secu-
rity clearances, despite the fact 
they have no credentials for the 
job – will leave the White House, 
board a helicopter and return to 
Mar-a-Lago forever.

Nixon was once seen as the 
epitome of corruption and mis-
use of power. Forty-five years 
on, the shootings in Texas and 
Ohio, a bitter war of words and 
accusations of racism in Con-
gress, and allegations of out-
side interference in elections 
are once again indicative of a 
divided nation.

Yet despite the pain of 1974, 
some good emerged from the 
wreckage: reckoning, responsi-
bility, new laws and regulations. 
Trust, eventually, was restored. 
Forty five years after Nixon, we 
need that healing again.

By appealing to voters 
who feel alienated from 

Washington life, Mr Trump 
has exposed a frightening 

side of America: one that is 
racist, polarised and, as we 
saw in El Paso and Dayton, 

sometimes violent.  


