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Funeral procession for supreme
leader to pass through Iraq

AFP | Tehran, Iran

n Iranian official yester-
day said the funeral pro-
cession for late supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who
was killed by US-Israeli strikes
in February, will pass through
Iraq before his burial in Iran.
In a video carried by state

media, Tehran mayor Al-
ireza Zakani said the farewell
ceremonies and funeral for
Khamenei would be held from
July 4 to 9.

"On July 8, 2026, they will
take place in Iraq, and on July
9,2026, God willing, in Mash-
had” in Iran, where Khamenei
will be buried, he added.

G7 to produce long-range missiles
'under licence’ in Ukraine

AFP | Evian, France

uropean G7 nations and

the United States are to
grant licences for Ukraine-
based companies to pro-
duce long-range missiles
and air defence systems,
a diplomatic source said
Wednesday, with Ger-
man Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz confirming
the move.

The announcement
comes during a three-
day G7 meeting in the
French town of Evian
of the leaders of Britain,
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan and the Unit-
ed States, who pledged to
intensify pressure on
Russia to end more
than four years of
war against Ukraine.

"We are going to produce
under licence not only air de-
fence systems, but also deep-
strike capabilities,” said the
diplomatic source.

Merz confirmed the de-
cision, telling reporters:
"We are all currently pro-
ducing too little, and this
can be offset by granting
licences to companies
that have these produc-
tion capabilities, includ-
ing European and Ukrain-
ian firms.”

US companies will, in
particular, be able to grant
licences for this purpose
to European manufac-
turers, Merz said, add-

ing he was “grateful” to
B US President Donald
Trump “for this great
willingness to coop-
erate”.

Hunger striking British
couple held in Iran at

‘erave risk’: UN experts

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

N rights experts warned
Uyesterday that a British
couple on a lengthy hunger
strike in an Iranian jail were
at serious risk, charging their
detention could amount go
"hostage-taking”.

Lindsay Foreman and her
husband Craig were detained
during a round-the-world
motorbike trip at the start of
2025. They were sentenced in
February to 10 years in prison
on espionage charges that they
deny.

The pair "should not be in
prison”, the United Nations
special rapporteurs on torture
and on the rights situation in
Iran said in a statement.

India’s trade agreement with UK
to take effect on Jul 15: Modi

AFP | New Delhi, India

ndia’s trade agreement

with Britain will come
into force on July 15, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
yesterday

The India-UK Compre-
hensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA)
was signed in July last year,
after more than three years
of negotiations.

“The India-UK Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade
Agreement will enter into
force on 15th July 2026,”
Modi, who is attending the
G7 summit in Evian, an-
nounced on social media.

"They appear to
have been wrongfully
detained, prosecut-
ed on highly ques-
tionable grounds,
and sentenced after
proceedings that
failed to meet basic
fair trial guarantees,”
they said.

The couple
has launched
a lengthy
hunger
strike,
w ith
Craig re-
portedly
now past30
days, and
Lindsey
past 20.

Un-
der
t he 3
agree- ‘#
ment,
India will
reduce or elimi-
nate tariffs on many
British goods, making prod-
ucts such as whisky, gin and
cosmetics cheaper in the In-
dian market over time.

In return, the UK will cut
tariffs on many Indian ex-
ports, improving access for
products including marine
products, gems and jewel-
lery, and toys as well as en-
gineering goods, chemicals,
and auto components.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN

THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ RE-OPENS?-.

After nearly four months of closure during the Middle East war, a US-iran agreement

i5 set to re-open the vital Strait of Hormuz on Friday,
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US says Iran commits to dilute enriched uranium under deal

Trump threatens 'dropping

bom

hina’s top diplomat told his

Iranian counterpart yester-
day it was “key” for all sides to
“genuinely implement” their
commitments after Tehran and
Washington reached a memo-
randum of understanding to end
their war, Beijing’s foreign min-

US President Donald Trump

yesterday warned Iran he

was ready to resume military

action if Tehran did not
abide by its obliga-
tions, two days ahead
of the signing of an
accord to end the war
between the foes.
"No it’'s not final.
It's a memorandum
of understanding,”

Brussels, Belgium

the TankerTrackers web-
site said yesterday, call-
ing it the country’s "first
crude oil exports in two
months”.

istry said. “The dawn of peace
has already emerged, the key
part of the next step is for all
parties to genuinely implement
their commitments and elim-
inate interference from vari-
ous sides,” Wang Yi told Abbas
Araghchi in a phone call. “Chi-
na has consistently supported

ATO chief Mark
NRutte yesterday
hailed the Us-Iran deal
to end the Middle East

It came after an Iranian

Trump said at the G7, referring
to the agreement expected to be
signed in Switzerland on Friday.

"If T don't like it we will go
back to shooting at them,” he
added alongside Egyptian Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah al-Sisi.

"If they don't behave, we’ll go
right back to dropping bombs
right smack in the middle of their
head.”

"Because they misbehaved for
47years,” he said, referring to the
Islamic republic, founded in the

war, saying the planned reo-
pening of the Strait of Hormuz,
would be a "massive step for-
ward”. "The restoration of free
passage through the Strait of
Hormuz will be a massive step

us blockade lifts

Iranian oil tankers have ex-
ited the zone in the Gulf
blockaded by the US Navy, h

bs” It Iran doesn’t ‘behave’

AFP | Evian, France

Islamic revolution after the oust-
ing of the shah, a US ally, in 1979.

The Us-Israeli war against Iran
began on February 28 with the
killing in airstrikes of supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and other top officials.

The talks on a final US-Iran
settlement to end the conflict are
set to begin Friday immediately
after the signing of the accord in
Switzerland and continue over
a 60-day window to flesh out its
details.

Opening Hormuz will be 'massive step forward’: NATO chief

forward, and I know that many
allies, through the initiative led
by France and the United King-
dom, are ready to support,”
Rutte told a press conference
in Brussels.

deputy foreign minister said ade on Iranian ports had been
the two-month us lifted.
naval block-

China tells Iran ‘all parties’ must adhere to deal to end war

AFP | Beijing, China

Iran’s reasonable and legitimate
claims and Iran’s efforts in safe-
guarding its own sovereignty
and security,” Wang added.
The Chinese foreign minis-
ter also called for navigation
through the Strait of Hormuz to
be “properly handled, respond-
ing prudently to the widespread

concerns of the international
community”.

In a phone call on Tuesday
with his counterpart from Paki-
stan -- a key mediator between
the United States and Iran --
Wang warned the following
stage of negotiations would be
“more difficult”.



