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How much damage has Israel inflicted 
on Iran's nuclear programme?

AFP | Vienna, Austria

Israel's strikes on Iran have 
targeted several of its nucle-
ar facilities as it claims the 

country is seeking to develop 
nuclear weapons -- an accusa-
tion Tehran denies.

Experts told AFP that while 
the attacks had caused some 
damage to Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme, they are unlikely to 
have delivered a fatal blow.

Here is an update on Iran's 
nuclear sites as of Tuesday.

What is the extent of the 
damage?

Israel's operation included 
strikes on Iran's underground 
uranium enrichment sites at 
Natanz and Fordow, and on its 
Isfahan nuclear site, the UN's 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) said, citing Ira-
nian officials.

A key, above-ground compo-
nent of Iran's Natanz nuclear 

site has been destroyed, includ-
ing its power infrastructure, the 
IAEA reported Monday.

The UN watchdog added Tues-
day that satellite images indicat-
ed possible "direct impacts" on 
the underground section of the 
plant, where thousands of cen-
trifuges are operating to enrich 
uranium.

At the underground Fordow 
enrichment plant, Iran's second 
uranium enrichment facility, the 
IAEA said it observed "no dam-
age" following the attacks.

At the Isfahan nuclear site, 
however, "four buildings were 
damaged" -- the central chem-
ical laboratory, a uranium con-
version plant, the Tehran reactor 
fuel manufacturing plant, and a 
metal processing facility under 
construction, the IAEA said.

Significant uranium stockpiles 
are believed to be stored around 
the Isfahan site.

Ali Vaez, the Internation-
al Crisis Group's Iran project 

director, told AFP that if Iran 
managed to transfer significant 
quantities to "secret facilities," 
then "the game is lost for Israel".

Iran's only nuclear power 
plant, the Bushehr plant, was 
not targeted, nor was the Tehran 
research reactor.

Can the programme be 
destroyed?

While "Israel can damage 
Iran's nuclear programme... it is 
unlikely to be able to destroy it," 
Vaez said, saying that Israel did 
not have the massively powerful 
bombs needed "to destroy the 
fortified, bunkered facilities in 
Natanz and Fordow".

Destroying those would re-
quire US military assistance, 
added Kelsey Davenport, an 
expert with the Arms Control 
Association.

She also noted that Israel's 
unprecedented attack would 
not erase the expertise Iran had 
built up on nuclear weapons, de-

spite killing nine Iranian nuclear 
scientists.

What are the risks to the 
Iranian population?

The IAEA has not detected any 
increase in radiation levels at the 
affected sites.

"There is very little risk 
that attacks on Iran's uranium 
enrichment facilities would re-
sult in a harmful radiation re-
lease," Davenport said.

But an attack on the Bushehr 
plant could "have a serious im-
pact on health and the environ-
ment", she said.

After Israel launched its 
strikes, IAEA chief Rafael Grossi 
said that nuclear facilities "must 
never be attacked" and that tar-
geting Iranian sites could have 
"grave consequences for the 
people of Iran, the region, and 
beyond".

Is Iran close to developing a 
nuclear bomb?

After the United States under 
President Donald Trump uni-
laterally withdrew in 2018 from 
a landmark deal that sought to 
curb Tehran's nuclear activi-
ties, Iran has gradually retreat-
ed from some of its obligations, 
particularly on uranium enrich-
ment.

As of mid-May, the country 
had  an estimated 408.6 kilo-
grammes (900 pounds) enriched 
to up to 60 percent -- just a short 
step from the 90 percent needed 
for a nuclear warhead.

Iran theoretically has enough 
near-weapons-grade material, 
if further refined, for about 10 
nuclear bombs, according to the 
definition by the Vienna-based 
IAEA.

Iran is the only non-nucle-
ar-armed state producing ura-
nium to this level of enrichment, 

according to the UN nuclear 
watchdog.

How much damage has Israel 
inflicted on Iran's nuclear 
programme?

While the IAEA has been crit-
ical of Iran's lack of cooperation 
with the UN body, it says there 
are "no credible indications of an 
ongoing, undeclared structured 
nuclear programme".

Tehran has consistently de-
nied ambitions to develop nu-
clear warheads.

But Davenport warned that 
the strikes could strengthen fac-
tions in Iran advocating for an 
atomic arsenal.

"Israel's strikes set Iran back 
technically, but politically  the 
strikes are pushing Iran closer 
to nuclear weapons," she said.
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Israel 'doing dirty work for all of 
us' in Iran: German Chancellor

AFP | Kananaskis, Canada

German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz on Tuesday 
expressed strong support 

for Israel in its military cam-
paign against Iran as he spoke 
with German media on the 
sidelines of the G7 summit in 
Canada.

"This is the dirty work Israel 
is doing for all of us," Merz said 
in an interview with the ZDF 
broadcaster.

"We are also victims of this 
regime. This mullah regime has 
brought death and destruction 
to the world," he said.

In a separate interview with 
Welt TV, Merz also suggested 
Israel's attacks on Iran could 
lead to the demise of the Islamic 
republic's leadership.

"I assume that the attacks of 

the last few days have already 
weakened the mullah regime 
considerably and that it is un-

likely to return to its former 
strength, making the future of 
the country uncertain," Merz 

said.
"To be honest, I can hardly 

imagine the mullah regime re-
turning to its old functions," he 
added.

"Large parts of the military 
leadership and the so-called 
Revolutionary Guards are no 
longer alive, so things will not be 
the same as they were."

Asked whether he thought the 
United States might get involved 
in the military campaign against 
Iran, Merz said he believed there 
was "no decision yet from the 
American government".

"It now depends very much 
on how far the mullah regime 
is prepared to return to the ne-
gotiating table," he said. "If not, 
there could be further develop-
ments of this kind."

Israel on Friday launched a 
surprise aerial campaign tar-

geting sites across Iran, saying 
the attacks aimed to prevent its 
enemy from acquiring atomic 
weapons.

But Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has also 
suggested the cam-
paign could have 
wider aims.

Netanyahu on 
Monday said Is-
rael was "chang-
ing the face of the 
Middle East" with 
its campaign, which 
could lead to "radi-
cal changes" in the 
country.

I r a n 
h a s 
b e e n 
ruled 
b y 
cler-

ical leaders since the Islamic 
Revolution of 1979, and has long 
been accused by Western coun-
tries of human rights abuses and 
brutally repressing dissent.

The leaders of the G7 indus-
trial democracies on Monday 

called for "de-escalation" in 
the Middle East starting 

with the Israel-Iran con-
flict, stressing that Isra-
el "has a right to defend 

itself" and that civilians 
needed to be protected on 

both sides.

Mourners react during the funeral of victims of an Iranian missile attack which 
destroyed a three-storey building in the northern Arab-Israeli city of Tamra on 
the weekend killing four women, during a funeral in Tamra


