
THE MARKS HUMANS LEAVE ARE 
TOO OFTEN SCARS
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618 1812 1815 1928 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Coronation of the Chinese governor 
Li Yuan as Emperor Gaozu of Tang, 
the new Emperor of China, initiating 
three centuries of Tang Dynasty rule 
over China

War of 1812 be-
gins as the US 
declares war 

against Britain

Battle of Waterloo; Napoleon Bonaparte 
and France defeated by British forces 
under Duke of Wellington and Prussian 
troops under Field Marshall von Blücher

American aviator Amelia Earhart 
becomes the first woman to fly across 

the Atlantic Ocean (as a passenger), 
landing at Burry Port, Wales
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Triggered by unrelent-
ing conflicts, eco-

nomic & climate shocks, 
acute food insecurity is 
projected to worsen this 
year. As hunger intensi-
fies across 13 hotspots, 
we need global support 
to keep saving lives.

@antonioguterres

War is not the an-
swer; it breeds de-

struction and despair. We 
must seek political solu-
tions and engage in dia-
logue to foster peace and 
understanding. #Peace-
First

@DrTedros

REPORTER: “What are 
you looking for here?” 

@POTUS

: “An end. A real end. Not 
a ceasefire — an end.”

@VP

Thank you Cyprus! 
This visit will always 

be remembered for the 
positive outcomes for 
India-Cyprus friendship. 

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Twenty-four crew have 
been rescued after two oil tankers 
collided off the UAE, sparking at least 
one fire, the United Arab Emirates 
coastguard and a shipping company 
said yesterday. British maritime 
security monitor Ambrey said the 
incident, which took place at a 
time of high tensions as an air war 
rages between nearby Iran and Israel, was 
“not security-related”.Shipping company 
Frontline said a fire was extinguished on its 
Front Eagle tanker after the collision with 
Adalynn, another oil transporter, 15 nautical 
miles off the UAE’s Gulf of Oman coast. “We 
are (also) aware of reports of a fire onboard the Adalynn following the collision,” 
a Frontline statement said, adding: “There have been no reports of pollution at 
this time.”The UAE coastguard carried out “an evacuation mission involving 24 
crew members of the oil tanker ADALYNN, following a collision between two ships 
in the Gulf of Oman”, the UAE National Guard posted on X.

u A plane carrying hundreds of hajj pilgrims back from Saudi Arabia was 
diverted in Indonesia yesterday after an email bomb 
threat was sent to authorities, Indonesia’s aviation 
body said. The Directorate General of Civil Aviation said 
it received a report from Indonesia’s airport operator 
“regarding a bomb threat sent by an unidentified 
person via electronic mail”. The email at 07:30 am 

(0030 GMT) contained a threat to “blow up” Saudia Airlines flight SV 5276 which 
was flying from the Saudi city of Jeddah to the Indonesian capital Jakarta, it said 
in a statement. After 10:00 am the pilot diverted the plane from its destination 
of Jakarta’s Soekarno-Hatta International Airport to Kualanamu International 
Airport in Medan, a city on Sumatra island in western Indonesia. The flight was 
carrying 442 hajj pilgrims, including 207 men and 235 women, it added.

u A major power outage that paralysed 
the Iberian Peninsula in April was caused by 
“overvoltage” on the grid that triggered “a chain 
reaction”, according to a government report 
released yesterdat. The blackout had “multiple” 
causes, Ecological Transition Minister Sara Aagesen 
told reporters following a cabinet meeting, adding 
the system “lacked sufficient voltage control 
capacity” that day. Overvoltage is when there is too 
much electrical voltage in a network, overloading 
equipment. It can be caused by surges in networks 
due to oversupply or lightning strikes, or when 
protective equipment is insufficient or fails. When 
faced with overvoltage on networks protective systems shut down parts of the 
grid, potentially leading to widespread power outages. Aagesen singled out the 
role of the Spanish grid operator REE and certain energy companies she did not 
name which disconnected their plants

Bomb threat 
diverts plane of 
hajj pilgrims in 

Indonesia

Spain says 
‘overvoltage’ 
caused huge April 

blackout

24 rescued as oil 
tankers collide off 
UAE, sparking fire

When the initial ban was 
announced this month, Trump 
warned it could be expanded 
to other countries “as threats 

emerge around the world.”
The ban at first did not include 
Egypt, although the proposed 

follow-up list does. 

KNOW WHAT

Trump mulls extending travel 
ban to 36 more nations: source
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The United States is consid-
ering extending its trav-

el ban to 36 more countries, 
a person who has seen the 
memo said Monday, marking 
a dramatic potential expansion 
of entry restrictions to nearly 
1.5 billion people.

The State Department early 
this month announced it was 
barring entry to citizens of 12 
nations including Afghanistan, 
Haiti and Iran and imposing a 
partial ban on travelers from 
seven other countries, reviv-
ing a divisive measure from 
President Donald Trump’s 
first term.

But expanding the travel ban 
to three dozen more nations, 
including US partners like 
Egypt along with other coun-
tries in Africa, Asia, the Car-
ibbean and the Pacific, appears 
to escalate the president’s 
crackdown on immigration.

The Washington Post said it 
reviewed the internal memo 
and reported it was signed by 
Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio and sent to diplomats who 
work with the countries.

A person who has seen the 
document confirmed its accu-
racy to AFP.

It reportedly gives the gov-
ernments of the listed nations 
60 days to meet new require-
ments established by the State 
Department.

The countries include the 
most populous in Africa -- Ni-
geria, Ethiopia, Egypt, Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo and 
Tanzania -- as well as Cam-
bodia, Kyrgyzstan, Saint Lu-
cia, South Sudan, Syria and 
Vanuatu.

Should the ban expand to 
include all countries cited in 
the memo, nearly one in five 
people worldwide would live 
in a country targeted by US 
travel restrictions.

The 19 countries facing full 
or partial entry bans to the 
United States, combined with 
the 36 cited in the latest memo, 
account for 1.47 billion people, 
or roughly 18 percent of the 
global population.

The State Department de-
clined to confirm the memo, 
saying it does not comment on 
internal deliberations.

• Explosions were 
heard over Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem

• Israeli military said 
it killed senior Iranian 
commander Ali Shadmani

• China accused 
Trump of “pouring 
oil” on the conflict

• Israeli attacks have 
killed at least 224 people 
and wounded more 
than 1,200 in Iran

• Jordan’s King Abdullah 
II warned that Israel’s 
widening of its Middle 
East offensive to include 
Iran posed a “threat to 
people everywhere”

• Chinese President 
Xi Jinping said he was 
“deeply worried” by 
Israel’s military action 
against Iran, as Beijing 
accused Trump of 
“pouring oil” on the 
intensifying conflict

• Israeli Defence 
Minister Israel Katz 
warned Iran’s supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei he risked 
“a fate similar to 
Saddam Hussein”, 
the Iraqi president 
who was toppled and 
later executed

• G7 leaders, including 
Trump, had issued a 
call on Monday for “de-
escalation” of the conflict

• Trump again warned 
Iran against targeting 
US troops and assets in 
the Middle East, saying 
“we’ll come down so 
hard, it’d be gloves off”

• Czech, Slovak 
planes evacuate 139 
people from Israel

• Trump convenes 
National Security 
Council on Iran 
Tuesday: White House

AFP | Tehran, Iran

US President Donald Trump 
said he wants a “real end” 
to the conflict between Is-

rael and Iran, not just a ceasefire, 
as the arch foes traded fire for a 
fifth day yesterday.

The escalating clashes sawcIs-
raeli warplanes target military 
sites in Iran, killing a senior com-
mander and drawing retaliatory 
missile fire from Iran.

Explosions were heard over Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem shortly after 
air raid sirens sounded in many 
parts of Israel following missile 
launches from Iran, the Israeli 
military said.

The air force was “operating to 
intercept and strike where neces-
sary to eliminate the threat”, the 
military said.

About 20 minutes later, it said 
people could leave shelters as 
police reported debris fell in the 
Tel Aviv area and the fire brigade 
said it was tackling a blaze in the 
surrounding area.

The Israeli military said it killed 
senior Iranian commander Ali 
Shadmani in an overnight strike 
on a “command centre in the 
heart of Tehran”, just four days 
after his predecessor, Golam Ali 
Rashid, was killed in a similar 
Israeli attack.

It also said it targeted multiple 
missile and drone sites in west 
Iran, including infrastructure, 
launchers and storage facilities, 
with black-and-white footage 
showing some of them exploding.

Despite mounting calls to de-es-
calate, neither side has backed off 
from the missile blitz that began 
Friday, when Israel launched an 
unprecedented aerial campaign 
targeting Iranian nuclear and mil-
itary facilities.

A new wave of Israeli strikes on 
Tehran -- including a dramatic hit 
on state television headquarters 
that the broadcaster said killed 
three people -- prompted both 
sides to activate missile defence 
systems overnight.

A cyberattack on Tuesday crip-
pled Sepah Bank, one of Iran’s 
main state-owned banks, the Fars 
news agency reported.

‘Complete give-up’
Trump said yesterday that he 

wanted a “complete give-up” by 
Iran in return for peace.

“I’m not looking for a cease-
fire, we’re looking at better than 
a ceasefire,” he told reporters on 
the plane home after cutting short 
his attendance at a Group of Sev-
en summit in Canada.

Trump again warned Iran 
against targeting US troops and 
assets in the Middle East, saying 
“we’ll come down so hard, it’d be 
gloves off”.

Trump had earlier is-

sued an extraordinary warning on 
his Truth Social platform, saying: 
“Everyone should immediately 
evacuate Tehran!”

Trump has repeatedly declined 
to say if the United States would 
participate in Israeli military ac-
tion, although he has said Wash-
ington was not involved in initial 
strikes.

Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth 
said the United States was deploy-
ing “additional capabilities” to the 
Middle East.

The aircraft carrier USS Nim-
itz left Southeast Asia Monday, 
scrapping a planned Vietnam port 
call, amid reports it was heading 
to the region.

China accused Trump of “pour-
ing oil” on the conflict.

“Making threats and mounting 
pressure will not help to promote 
the de-escalation of the situa-
tion, but will only intensify and 
widen the conflict,” said foreign 
m i n - istry spokesman Guo 

Jiakun.

Wants ‘Real end’  ‘Not ceasefire’
Iran and Israel traded fire for the fifth day Israeli warplanes target military sites in Iran

People arrive with their luggage before the departure of buses slated to evacuate foreign passport 
holders, mainly European and Polish, out of Israel, at a meeting point in Tel Aviv

An Israeli firefighter douses a bus carcass at the impact site of an Iranian missile at a bus depot in 
Herzliya near Tel Aviv

Israel lays out objectives 

Netanyahu said Israel was 
“changing the face of the 

Middle East” with its military 
campaign, which could lead 
to “radical changes” in Iran.

Israel was “pursuing three 
main objectives: the elimi-
nation of the nuclear pro-
gramme, the elimination of 
ballistic missile production 
capability, and the elimina-
tion of the axis of terrorism”, 
he said, referring to Irani-
an-backed militant groups 

in the Middle East.
“We will do what is neces-

sary to achieve these goals, 
and we are well coordinated 
with the United States,” he 
said.

He has also not ruled out 
killing the supreme leader.

Iran has said its targets in 
Israel included “sensitive and 
important” security sites as 
well as “the residences of 
military commanders and 
scientists”.

Iran Guards say targeted Israeli 
air bases in fresh attack
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said they launched on Tues-

day an attack targeting Israe-
li air bases from which they 
claim fighter jets have taken off 
to strike the Islamic republic. 
“In the new wave of attacks, a 
large-scale missile operation 
was carried out against the air 
bases of the Zionist regime’s 
army, which are the bases from 
which the regime’s fighter jets 
take off towards our beloved 
country,” the Guards said in a 
statement carried by state TV.

Qatar says 
monitoring radiation
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Qatar has been monitoring ra-
diation levels in the Gulf as 

Israeli air strikes pound Iranian 
nuclear facilities, a foreign min-
istry spokesman said yesterday. 

“We are monitoring this on 
a daily basis,” foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari told a 
news conference. “We have noth-
ing to be concerned about right 
now, but obviously prolonged es-
calation will have unpredictable 

consequences.”

Trump says won’t kill 
Iran supreme leader 
‘for now’
Washington, United States

President Donald Trump said 
yesterday that the United 

States would not kill Iran’s su-
preme leader “for now” but 
warned Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei against further attacks, as 
he appeared to demand Tehran’s 
unconditional surrender.

“We know exactly where the 
so-called ‘Supreme Leader’ is 
hiding. He is an easy target, but 
is safe there -- We are not going 
to take him out (kill!), at least 
not for now,” Trump said on 

Truth Social.
“But we don’t 

want missiles 
shot at civil-
ians, or Amer-
ican soldiers. 
Our patience is 
wearing thin. 
Thank you for 
your attention 
to this matter!” 
said Trump, 
later posting a 
message saying: 
“UNCONDITION-
AL SURRENDER!”

Evacuations

China called on its citizens to 
leave Israel “as soon as pos-

sible”, while India urged its citi-
zens to leave the Iranian capital.

Israel earlier issued an evacu-
ation order for Tehran’s north-
ern District 3, home to state 
broadcaster IRIB -- which was 
later hit in an Israeli strike.

The broadcaster said on 
Tuesday that three people were 
killed in the attack.

Residential areas in both 
countries have suffered deadly 
strikes.

Israel has carried out repeat-
ed strikes on Iran’s key nuclear 
sites, despite warnings from the 
UN nuclear watchdog, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency, 
that such military action is in 
breach of international law.

The IAEA said Tuesday that 
it had detected the first signs 
of “direct impacts” to the larg-
er, underground part of Iran’s 
uranium enrichment facility at 
Natanz.

“Based on continued analysis 
of high resolution satellite im-
agery collected after Friday’s 
attacks, the IAEA has identified 
additional elements that indi-
cate direct impacts on the un-
derground enrichment halls at 

Natanz,” it said.

A woman checks the destruction in the northern Arab-Israeli city of Tamra

 People visit the site of an Iranian missile attack in central Tel Aviv which 
left several destroyed buildings

A woman carries a baby next to a girl 
in front of a building hit during an 
Iranian missile strike in Haifa

Gaza rescuers say Israel army kills 
more than 50 people near aid site
AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian 
Territories

Gaza's civil defence agency 
said Israeli forces yester-

day killed more than 50 Pal-
estinians near an aid centre in 
the territory's south, the lat-
est such incident amid severe 
shortages after more than 20 
months of war.

The war since October 2023 
between Israel and Palestini-
an militant group Hamas has 
ravaged the Gaza Strip, with 
shortages of food, fuel and 
clean water.

Civil defence spokesman 
Mahmud Bassal told AFP 
that at least 53 people were 
killed and some 200 wounded 
as thousands of Palestinians 
gathered to receive flour at a 
World Central Kitchen (WCK) 

centre in the southern city of 
Khan Yunis.

"Israeli drones fired at the 
citizens. Some minutes lat-
er, Israeli tanks fired several 
shells at the citizens, which led 
to a large number of martyrs 
and wounded," he said.

Mohammad Abu Amer, who 
was present at the scene, told 
AFP that "ordinary, unarmed 
people" were targeted.

"They went to buy bread and 
flour for their children, and 
(Israeli forces) killed them in 
cold blood", he said from Nas-
ser Hospital in the city where 
the dead and wounded were 
taken.

The Israeli army said it look-
ing into "reports regarding a 
number of injured individuals" 
from its fire.

A Palestinian man carries a wounded child in Al-Bureij camp in the central 
Gaza Strip after the area was targeted by an Israeli strike


