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Worst summer for Italy
The only energy left in politics is the energy of national assertion, which Italians  

will not be able to vent on the soccer field this year

TIM PARKS

Things can change. In the 37 
years that I have been liv-
ing in Italy, I have watched 

nine World Cup tournaments. The 
Italian team was always there. In 
1982 and 2006 it won. In 1994, in 
the United States, it lost the final on 
penalties to Brazil. In 1990, as host, 
it crashed out in the semifinals to 
Argentina. True, on other occasions 
it failed abjectly in the group stages. 
True, some years it left qualification 
for the competition to the very last 
game. But no one doubted it would 
win that game. No one doubted that 
a country that invests so much mon-
ey and emotional energy in soccer, 
a country with so much flare, talent 
and sheer devilish cunning, would 
come good when it counts. But we 
were wrong. Italy’s national soccer 
team is not in Russia for this year’s 
World Cup. “The worst summer 
ever for Italian men,” a recent head-

line in Corriere della Sera declared: 
no World Cup and nothing to do on 
the beach but talk politics.

Because here, too, something has 
changed. Along with nine World 
Cups, in my time in Italy I have 
seen 26 governments form and dis-
solve. Some were theoretically a 
little right-wing and some hypo-
thetically a little left, but all were 
essentially moderate, centrist and 
proudly European, falling into line 
with NATO and the European Union 
and the World Bank and, God bless 
us, Uncle Sam, on every major issue: 
sending troops here and there, as 
required — not many, but some — 
allowing their territory to be used to 
house missiles and launch military 
strikes, dutifully struggling to meet 
the endless conditions laid down 
by Brussels for membership in the 
euro club.

True, some prime ministers re-
sisted more than others; one thinks 
of Bettino Craxi’s objections to 
nuclear warheads in Sicily in the 
mid-1980s. True, there has been 
plenty of gamesmanship on dis-
play, Italy being one of the countries 
most frequently reprimanded for 
breaches of European regulations. 
Still, no one doubted that in the 

end, Italy would always straight-
en up and behave. Again we were 
wrong. The 27th government of 
my life here has declared war on a 
range of fronts: Russian sanctions, 
European immigration regulations 
and fiscal austerity. “Italy first” is 
the slogan of Matteo Salvini, the 
head of the nationalist Lega party 
and the undisputed strongman of 
the new administration.

So, are the causes that led Italy’s 
national team to fail and Italy’s peo-
ple to abandon their traditional po-

litical parties the same? No. Italy’s 
soccer players were unlucky to find 
themselves in a qualifying group 
with the exceptional Spain, and un-
lucky again to be drawn against a 
tough, determinedly physical Swe-
den in a playoff where absolutely 
nothing went right. It was not a 
particularly talented team, but there 
are many worse playing in Russia.

Italian voters opted for Salvini’s 
Lega and Beppe Grillo’s utopistic 
5-Star Movement — its central pol-
icy is to guarantee a “citizenship in-
come” to all — after nearly 20 years 
of frustrating economic decline and 
rising unemployment, a period more 
or less concurrent with membership 
of the euro and made all the more 
dramatic by the arrival of waves of 
African migrants on the country’s 
southern shores. The overwhelming 
perception is that the European Un-
ion has done very little to alleviate 
this specifically Italian difficulty.

But however different the un-
derlying causes of the sporting 
“catastrophe,” as Italians like to 
call it, and the installation of an 
aggressively nationalist govern-
ment, it is hard not to see disquiet-
ing connections. For a well-behaved 
member country of the supposedly 

benevolent, politically correct Eu-
ropean Union, international sport, 
and particularly soccer, offers a 
rare occasion for the unrestrained 
expression of national identity. One 
can say what one likes about fragile 
Italian nationhood, but when the 
national team wins a World Cup 
game, the celebrations are extraor-
dinary. There are hordes of scooters 
streaming flags, little girls and old 
ladies mad with joy, rivers of wine 
and grappa, revelers blaring horns 
into the early hours, wives and their 
mothers-in-law reconciled, south-
erners and northerners united in 
triumphant embrace. And all the 
better when the victim of Italian 
success is a dominant neighbour. 
To beat West Germany in the fi-
nal in 1982 and France in 2006, 
those were moments of collective 
jubilation. Any notion that national 
feeling is a thing of the past was 
revealed as pious wishful thinking.

Meantime, the rhetoric of Eu-
ropean Union politics moves in-
sistently in the opposite direction. 
Responsible leaders of the Union’s 
less powerful member states must 
constantly remind their elector-
ates that the major fiscal decisions 
are made elsewhere; their hands 

are tied, there is little they can do. 
Hence more and more, the only way 
to present yourself to the people as 
an effective leader, rather than a yes 
man, is to talk of a determination to 
reform the European Union — as 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France has done — or better still, to 
defy the European Union, as Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary 
and Salvini in Italy are both doing. 
The only real energy in politics be-
comes the energy of national asser-
tion, the kind of energy the Italians 
will not be able to vent on the na-

Italy’s soccer players were 
unlucky to find themselves 
in a qualifying group with 
the exceptional Spain, and 
unlucky again to be drawn 

against a tough, deter-
minedly physical Sweden in 
a playoff where absolutely 

nothing went right. 

Tackling our planet’s problems from outer space 
 As of today, space is a big business and last year the global space sector was estimated to be worth $330 billion 

SIMONETTA DI PIPPO 

In the sixty years since the 
space age began with the 
launch of Sputnik-1, the first 

artificial satellite, humankind 
has achieved remarkable pro-
gress in the exploration and use 
of outer space. This would not 
have been possible without in-
ternational cooperation.

With more and more coun-
tries, organisations and com-
panies accessing space and its 
economic and societal benefits, 
international cooperation to en-
sure the safe, secure and sus-
tainable use of outer space now 
and in the future is more crucial 
today than ever before. That is 
why diplomatic efforts at the 
United Nations to drive forward 
such cooperation are so vital.

From 18 to 21 June, the world 
will gather in Vienna for UNI-
SPACE+50, the first United Na-
tions global space summit of the 
twenty-first century, organised 
by the United Nations Office for 

Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA). 
This will be only the fourth 

time in history that government 
representatives join heads of 
space agencies, policy-makers, 
industry representatives and 
other stakeholders at the United 
Nations on a large scale. Our top 
priority will be to look for ways 
to use space to improve lives 
around the world and protect 
our planet.

A lot has changed since the 
first UNISPACE conference was 
held in 1968. Today, space is big 
business. Last year the global 
space sector was estimated to 
be worth $330 billion. Access 
to space is also growing rapidly. 
Over 70 United Nations Member 
States now have established gov-
ernment space agencies. 

This is complemented by an 
ever-increasing number of pri-
vate companies and industry. 
In 2017, a year in which the 
world placed over 450 new 
satellites – a record number 
- in orbit, commercial entities 
conducted just under half of all 
launches. 

All this activity is being fuelled 
by the fact that space is now a 
cornerstone of our modern so-
ciety. We rely on space science 
and technology in a number of 

Need new antibiotics  

A failing supply chain along with a 
lack of investment in new antibiot-
ics is already causing major health 

problems across the world, and this will 
only get worse. With new viruses like Ni-
pah causing deaths, the medical communi-
ty should step up research on developing 
new antibiotics.   

We need greater investment in ear-
ly-stage drug research, and market-entry 
rewards that pay researchers based on the 
quality of the drug. 

WHO has published its first ever list of 
antibiotic-resistant “priority pathogens” – a 
catalogue of 12 families of bacteria that pose 
the greatest threat to human health.

The list was drawn up in a bid to guide 

and promote research and development 
(R&D) of new antibiotics, as part of WHO’s 
efforts to address growing global resistance 
to antimicrobial medicines.

The list highlights in particular the threat 
of gram-negative bacteria that are resistant 
to multiple antibiotics. These bacteria have 
built-in abilities to find new ways to resist 
treatment and can pass along genetic ma-
terial that allows other bacteria to become 
drug-resistant as well.

It is high time the medical communities 
across the world, from China to the US, get 
together and work on developing new an-
tibiotics capable of dealing with new set 
of dangerous bacterias. 

V M Alex 

C I V I L I A N ’ S  T R I B U N E

A view of the USSR exhibit organized at the Messehall in Vienna in connection with 
the Outer Space Conference.

1940
The “Finest Hour” 
speech is delivered by 
Winston Churchill.

1953
The Egyptian revolution of 1952 
ends with the overthrow of the 
Muhammad Ali dynasty and the 
declaration of the Republic of Egypt.

1953
A United States Air Force C-124 
crashes and burns near Tachika-
wa, Japan, killing 129.

1984
A major clash between about 5,000 
police and a similar number of miners 
takes place at Orgreave, South Yorkshire, 
during the 1984–85 UK miners’ strike.
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are tied, there is little they can do. 
Hence more and more, the only way 
to present yourself to the people as 
an effective leader, rather than a yes 
man, is to talk of a determination to 
reform the European Union — as 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France has done — or better still, to 
defy the European Union, as Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary 
and Salvini in Italy are both doing. 
The only real energy in politics be-
comes the energy of national asser-
tion, the kind of energy the Italians 
will not be able to vent on the na-

tional team this year.
“Italy’s not for bowing its head,” is 

a typical tweet from Salvini. It’s also 
typical soccer talk. Unsurprisingly, 
Salvini has been involved in a spat 
with one of the rare black members 
of Italy’s team, Mario Balotelli, who 
has accused Italian fans of failing 
to identify with black players. The 
new government is adamant it will 
not grant citizenship to hundreds of 
thousands of immigrants “merely” 
because they have grown up in Ita-
ly. We are in for a period of painful 
social conflict, at the end of which 

perhaps we may remember why it 
once seemed wise to relegate cer-
tain emotions to the stadium.

The good news, perhaps, is that 
the Italian women’s soccer team has 
qualified for the Women’s World 
Cup in 2019, for the first time since 
1999. But one thing that has not 
changed is that national identity 
tends to be invested in men’s teams, 
not women’s. Salvini is all testos-
terone.

(Tim Parks is a Booker prize nominee 
novelist, writer and translator)
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ways in our everyday lives. It 
helps us navigate when we are 
driving and enables us to call 
our friends and families around 
the world. 

Satellite technology can even 
help track endangered species 
like rhinoceroses to protect 
them from poachers, or provide 
imagery and data to farmers to 
help them monitor their crops, 
improve their yield, and avoid 
food shortages. Space is an in-
valuable tool for achieving sus-
tainable development across the 
globe, and so it is important that 
everyone can access and enjoy 

the benefits that space brings 
to us all.

In light of this, UNISPACE+50 
will be a timely opportunity for 
the world to both reflect on our 
achievements in space over the 
past six decades and to look to 
the future. 

At UNISPACE+50, United Na-
tions Member States will en-
dorse a resolution that calls for 
strengthened international co-
operation in the peaceful use 
of outer space and the global 
governance of outer space ac-
tivities, and which encourag-
es coordination to ensure that 
space science, technology and 
applications serve the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals.

In the 21st century, space is 
essential to all of humankind, so 
it is important that the interna-
tional community works together 
on the future of space activities. 
We at UNOOSA are looking for-
ward to welcoming the world to 
UNISPACE+50 and providing such 
a valuable platform under the 
umbrella of the United Nations to 
ensure that space benefits every-
one, everywhere, for generations 
to come.

(Simonetta Di Pippo is the  
Director of United Nations Office for 

Outer Space Affairs) 

Message to the 
Bank: We don’t like 
Ping Pong.  And if 
you insist, we will 
not last for long!

Karak Break 

Playing Ping 
Pong with 
customers! 

Last week, I told you about how an 
ATM Machine withheld my cred-
it card and BD20 in cash deposit 

to remove the block placed by the bank 
to incentivise me to make the minimum 
payment of BD7!  Then, I talked about the 
inconvenience I had to go through calling 
the Customer Service Centre and visit-
ing the branch to collect my card.  Let’s 
continue with the story. Of course, more 
inconvenience!  

When I received my credit card from the 
customer service staff, I asked him: “What 
shall I do about the missing BD20 and the 
block on my card?”  He replied: “Unfor-
tunately, I cannot do anything about it.  
Please call the Credit Call Centre to follow 
up on this.”  I continued: “Can’t you make a 
note in your system to inform them about 
my case in order to avoid making more 
calls.”  He replied: “No.”  I thought this 
was so strange: “Aren’t we in the Digital 
Age and Employee Empowerment?  Maybe 
not in this bank.”

After a few days, I called the Custom-
er Service Call Centre again. I had to go 
through the dreaded ritual of pressing 

many numbers to speak to a “real” person.  
They informed me that I had to go to the 
Branch again to make an incident report 
about my case.  I told the representative 
I did not want to go through the incon-
venience of visiting the Branch.  She told 
me: “Then, you can report this using the 
Online Banking Service.”  I thought: “This 
is much better.”  

I logged in to my account and clicked on 
“Contact Centre” and then “Send Message.”  
This is when then system surprised me.  It 
asked me to use my “Online Physical Se-
curity Key” in order to send the message 
to the Bank.  This Bank has an advanced 
online security arrangement.  Most of the 
online functions require me to use this Key 
to protect me from hackers.  However, I 
was not carrying this Key with me.  So, 
more inconvenience! 

I called the Customer Service again.  And 
when a “real” person spoke, I retold the sto-
ry of my life.  I asked her:  “Why do I have 
to use the Security Key to be able to send a 
message to the Bank?  I do not see any risk 
neither on me nor on the bank for doing this.  
What shall I do now to remove the block 
from my credit card?”  She told me: “Since 
this is a credit card issue, it is better to 
contact the Card Centre.”  And I did.  They 
told me: “Please contact the Service Centre.” 
And by this, the Ping Pong continued.  

Message to the Bank: We don’t like Ping 
Pong.  And if you insist, we will not last for 
long!

(Mohamed Isa is an Award-Winning  
Speaker & Best-Selling Author.   

Reach him at: mohamed@3dspeaking.com.)
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Today, while we cele-
brate fatherhood, our 

country is systematical-
ly ripping children from 
the arms of their parents. 
What will we allow our 
nation to become?

@SallyQYates

03

Take a minute to send a 
message to someone 

for whom today is hard. 
Those without dads, hus-
bands, those who yearn to 
be dads.

@bethanyshondark

Is Patrice Evra seriously 
saying Fifa would only 

take the goal off Pogba but 
wouldn’t Messi or Ronal-
do?? Seriously? It was an 
own goal.

@GregOK

I feel like if we had prop-
er border security and 

law enforcement until now 
none of this family sepa-
ration talk would have to 
happen in the first place.

@PardesSeleh

 

05

Happy #FathersDay to 
all. This is the first one 

without my dad, made espe-
cially poignant by knowing 
how he loved to watch every 
single World Cup game.

@GaryLineker

From 18 to 21 June, the 
world will gather in Vienna 

for UNISPACE+50, the 
first United Nations global 
space summit of the twen-
ty-first century, organised 
by the United Nations Of-

fice for Outer Space Affairs 
(UNOOSA).

A view of the USSR exhibit organized at the Messehall in Vienna in connection with 
the Outer Space Conference.


