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Ford Ends Mission
After 326 days at sea
across the Caribbean and
Middle East, the USS
Gerald R. Ford returns
home following one of
the US Navy’s longest
deployments in decades. |

IAEA says radiation levels remain normal at the UAE’s Barakah nuclear plant

THE
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Bahrain Football Association unveils promotion-relegation play-off schedule

Bahrain condemns
UAE drone attack

TDT | Manama

B ahrain

strong-

ly con-

demned

the drone

attack tar-

geting the

United

Arab Emir-

ates that caused a fire near
the Barakah nuclear power
plant in the Al Dhafra re-
gion.

The Bahraini Foreign
Ministry described the in-
cident as a “serious terrorist
attack” and a clear violation
of international law, the UN
Charter, and UN Security
Council Resolution 2817.

It praised the UAE’s air de-
fence forces for their “high
professionalism” in han-
dling the incident and tak-
ing precautionary measures
that prevented any injuries
or radiation impact. (Read
More on page 12)

Bahrain shuts
three tourism
establishments

TDT | Manama

ahrain Tourism and Ex-
hibitions Authority or-
dered the closure of three
tourism establishments after
inspectors detected multiple
violations of laws and regu-
lations governing tourism
activities in the kingdom.
The authority stated that
administrative measures
were taken against the es-
tablishments following the
detection of breaches dur-
ing inspection campaigns
across Bahrain.

It said the action was
part of ongoing efforts to
regulate the tourism sec-
tor, maintain the quality of
services offered by tourism
facilities and ensure compli-
ance with approved stand-
ards and requirements.

The authority added that
it would continue conduct-
ing inspection visits and reg-
ular monitoring campaigns,
coordinating with relevant
authorities to verify that
establishments across the
kingdom comply with ex-
isting laws and regulations.
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BUSINESS a Al Salam Bank Group Launches Recovery and Growth Program

Peaceful Policy Reaffirmed

Armed forces and security services lauded after regional tensions

TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Hamad

bin Isa Al Khalifa, supreme
commander of the armed forces,
met on Sunday with His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, to review
national developments and on-
going government work.

The meeting, held in the
presence of senior officials,
discussed domestic issues and
efforts to advance the kingdom’s
development across various sec-
tors and strengthen national
achievements.

During the talks, His Majesty
praised HRH the Crown Prince’s
efforts in driving Bahrain’s de-
velopment agenda, highlighting
his continued oversight of gov-
ernment initiatives and com-
mitment to improving public

services and economic progress.

His Majesty also commended
the Bahrain Defence Force, the
National Guard, and security
agencies for their role in re-
sponding to what he described
as Iranian attacks targeting the
kingdom’s territory.

He expressed pride in the pro-
fessionalism, courage, and dedica-
tion of Bahrain’s security person-
nel, describing them as a protective
shield for the country’s stability,
development, and achievements.

Reaffirming Bahrain’s position,
His Majesty the King said the

country would remain commit-
ted to development and stability,
stressing national unity and co-
hesion as key pillars of progress.

He added that Bahrain main-
tains a consistent policy in favour
of peace, expressing hope for wid-
er regional and global stability.

Bahrain Reviews 2026 Investment Plans
EDB Reports Strong 2025 Results

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness Prince

Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, the Crown Prince,
Prime Minister, and Chairman
of the Bahrain Economic De-
velopment Board (Bahrain EDB),
chaired the Board of Directors
meeting in Bahrain Bay.

His Royal Highness highlight-
ed the importance of continuing
national efforts undertaken by
Team Bahrain to follow glob-
al economic developments,
transforming any challenges
into positive opportunities that
support the Kingdom’s compre-
hensive development goals, led
by His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa.

His Royal Highness com-
mended the board’s achieve-
ments in 2025, which reflect the
Board’s vital role in supporting
economic development and en-
hancing Bahrain’s international
and regional competitiveness.

His Royal Highness noted
that these achievements reflect

the national efforts of Team
Bahrain, and speak to their ef-
ficiency, flexibility, and ability to
continue delivering across vari-
ous circumstances, strengthen-
ing the foundations of economic
growth, expanding quality op-
portunities, raising productivity
levels, and reinforcing the sus-
tainability of economic diver-
sification to support the King-
dom’s development aspirations.

The meeting reviewed the
Bahrain Economic Develop-
ment Board’s objectives for
2026, in addition to the latest
developments in attracting in-

vestments across priority sec-
tors, future initiatives aimed at
highlighting Bahrain’s compet-
itive advantages in key interna-
tional markets, and efforts to
consolidate the Kingdom’s in-
ternational investment standing
while showcasing the resilience
of Bahrain’s economy amid var-
ious challenges.

His Royal Highness went on
to underscore that Bahraini citi-
zens remain at the heart of all the
Kingdom’s far-reaching devel-
opment plans and programmes,
noting their importance as the
primary drivers of growth.

During the meeting, HE Noor
bint Ali Alkhulaif, Minister of Sus-
tainable Development and Chief
Executive of Bahrain EDB, gave
a presentation showcasing the
EDB’s key achievements in 2025.

In 2025, the EDB attracted its
highest level of investment since
its establishment, totaling BHD
942 million (USD 2.5 billion) in
local, regional, and global direct
investments, stemming from
107 investment projects. These
cumulative investment commit-
ments are expected to create
over 5,800 employment oppor-
tunities over three years.

5,000-dinar
theft case
solved

TDT | Manama

Police arrested four
people accused of
stealing a vehicle and per-
sonal belongings worth
around 5,000 Bahraini di-
nars from a home in the
Juffair area.

The Ministry of Interi-
or said the suspects were
detained following a house
burglary report, after of-
ficers from the Capital Gov-
ernorate Police Directorate
launched an investigation
and collected evidence and
information.

According to authorities,
swift inquiries led to the
identification of the sus-
pects, who were later ap-
prehended in possession of
the stolen vehicle and the
missing items.

Bahrain
Chamber
Opens
Registration
for 31st
Term
Sectoral
Committees
PAGE 03

Bahrain, Kuwait boost security ties

Joint commitment to Gulf stability underlined

TDT | Manama

uwait and Bahrain reaffirmed

their close security coopera-
tion on Sunday as Bahrain’s Inte-
rior Minister visited Kuwait and
held high-level talks with senior
officials, including the Crown
Prince and the acting Prime Min-
ister and Interior Minister.

The discussions focused on
regional developments and joint
security coordination.

Shaikh Sabah Khaled Al-Ham-
ad Al-Sabah received Bahrain’s
Interior Minister, General Shai-
kh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khal-

General Shaikh Rashid hin Abdullah Al Khalifa was received by senior Kuwaiti
officials upon his arrival in Kuwait City during an official visit

the “deep-rooted historical ties”
between the two countries and
their shared commitment to re-
gional stability.

The Bahraini minister conveyed
greetings and best wishes from
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa and His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa to the Kuwaiti leadership
and people, wishing them contin-
ued prosperity and development.

During the visit, Shaikh
Rashid also met with Kuwait’s
acting Prime Minister and In-
terior Minister Shaikh Fahad

ifa, at the start of the official visit to Kuwait, which underscored Yusuf Saud Al Sabah, who wel-

comed the Bahraini delegation
and reaffirmed Kuwait’s backing
of Bahrain’s security efforts.

They discussed ways to strength-
en security cooperation and re-
viewed the latest regional and inter-
national developments, highlighting
the importance of joint action to
support stability in the Gulf region.

They also stressed the impor-
tance of enhancing Gulf security
integration and unifying efforts
to address current challenges,
while underscoring the ad-
vanced level of bilateral rela-
tions and ongoing cooperation
across security fields.
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NBB Submits Collective

Pledge of Allegiance to

IS Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa

anama, Bahrain -

17 May 2026: The

National Bank of
Bahrain (NBB) has formally pre-
sented a pledge of allegiance to
His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa, titled “Our Loy-
alty is Steadfast in A Nation We
Cherish, and in A Leadership
We Take Pride In.” The trib-
ute was submitted on behalf
of the Bank’s entire workforce
spanning all departments and
professional levels.

Central to this gesture is a
profound recognition of the
wisdom and leadership of His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa. It further honours
His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, whose strategic vision
remains pivotal to preserving
national stability and driving
the Kingdom’s journey towards
greater prosperity. The initia-
tive reflects an enduring bond

of national belonging that reso-
nates across all segments of the
Bahraini society.

The document was signed
by the Bank’s Board of Direc-
tors, Executive Management,
and employees. These endorse-
ments represent a unified front
of sincerity from every member
of the NBB team and the broader
Bahraini community’s stead-
fast support for the Kingdom’s
esteemed leadership and gov-
ernment.

New task force proposed for
swimming pool safety compliance

TDT | Manama

he governor of
Bahrain’s North-

ern Governorate
chaired a meeting of the
governorate’s security com-
mittee on Sunday, praising
national directives and the
Interior Ministry’s role in
strengthening security and
stability across the kingdom.
The meeting was led by
Northern Governor Hassan
Abdullah Al Madani and

attended by Deputy Gover-
nor Brigadier Abdullah Ali
Maantar, Brigadier Waleed
Al Boflasah, Deputy Direc-
tor-General of the Northern
Governorate Police Directo-
rate, along with committee
members.

At the outset, Al Madani
lauded the vigilance of secu-
rity agencies and the Interior
Ministry’s departments for
their ongoing efforts in im-
plementing preventive plans
aimed at safeguarding public

order and protecting nation-
al achievements.

Members also reviewed
proposals to form a special-
ised team to monitor safety
and security requirements
at swimming pools, as part
of efforts linked to Bahrain’s
Healthy Cities programme.
The initiative aims to en-
hance public safety stand-
ards and reduce accidents,
while ensuring a safer en-
vironment for citizens and
residents.

Regional cooperation on
financial crime

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s delegation
to the 42nd plena-
ry meeting of the
Middle East and North Af-
rica Financial Action Task
Force (MENAFATF) was led
by the head of the country’s
financial intelligence unit,
as regional experts gathered
in Morocco to review efforts
against money laundering
and terrorism financing.
Sheikha Mai bint Mo-
hammed Al Khalifa, Chief

Executive of the National
Financial Intelligence Cen-
tre and Chair of the National
Committee for Combating
Money Laundering and Ter-
rorism Financing, headed the
Kingdom’s delegation at the
meeting held in Rabat.

The plenary brought to-
gether representatives from
member states, observers,
and officials from regional
and international organi-
sations, to discuss evolving
risks and priorities related to

money laundering, terrorist
financing, and the prolifer-
ation of weapons financing.
During her participation,
Sheikha Mai underlined the
importance of strengthening
regional cooperation and en-
hancing the exchange of ex-
pertise among member coun-
tries. She stressed that such
coordination is key to improv-
ing national frameworks and
boosting collective effective-
ness in addressing financial
crimes and emerging threats.

Bahrain advances 50,000
housing units plan

mna Al Romaihi ,

Minister of Hous-

ing and Urban
Planning led Bahrain’s del-
egation to the 13th World
Urban Forum in Baku, where
the kingdom presented its
housing and urban devel-
opment policies as part of
wider efforts to promote
sustainable cities and social
stability.

The forum, hosted in the
Azerbaijani capital from
May 17 to 22, brought to-
gether international leaders,
policymakers and urban de-
velopment experts to discuss
housing, infrastructure and
sustainable urban planning.

Speaking during a
high-level ministerial ses-
sion, the minister said the
government was pressing
ahead with plans to accel-
erate housing projects and
deliver 50,000 housing units
through a combination of

public housing schemes,
partnerships with the pri-
vate sector and financing
programmes offered in co-
operation with Housing
Bank Bahrain.

Al Romaihi said Bahrain
viewed access to adequate
housing as a key pillar of so-
cial stability and economic
growth, adding that housing
policies formed part of the
kingdom’s Economic Vision
2030 and the government
programme for 2023-2026.

She said Bahrain’s ap-

proach focused on linking
housing policies with urban
planning, infrastructure and
municipal services while ex-
panding immediate housing
solutions for Bahraini fam-
ilies.

According to the minister,
more than 6,555 women had
benefited from housing ser-
vices by 2025, including wid-
ows, divorced women and
female heads of households,
under policies designed to
ensure fair access to housing
and financing.
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Life sentencein
IRGC-Hezhollah case

Sensitive data shared to Iran-based accounts, court hears

TDT | Manama
Rehab Mohammad

he court sentenced

a defendant to life

imprisonment af-

ter convicting him
of communicating with Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah in connection with
plans to carry out hostile acts
against the kingdom.

The High Criminal Court
also ordered the confiscation
of seized materials after finding
the defendant guilty of shar-
ing sensitive information with
a foreign entity and supporting
activities deemed harmful to
Bahrain’s national security.

According to the Head of the
Terror Crimes Prosecution, the
case involved intelligence pro-
vided to the General Directorate
of Criminal Investigation and
Forensic Science, which later
confirmed that the defendant
had been recruited by Hezbollah
while residing in Bahrain.

Investigators said he attempt-
ed to join the group and was
instructed to transmit photo-
graphs, videos, and other data
linked to the aftermath of al-
leged Iranian attacks on Bah-

rain. The material was report-
edly sent to electronic accounts
operated from Iran under the
supervision of the IRGC and Ira-
nian intelligence services.
Authorities said the informa-
tion could have been used by
hostile actors and posed a threat
to national security and the safe-
ty of citizens and residents.
The Public Prosecution said
the defendant later confessed
during questioning, and foren-
sic examinations of seized elec-
tronic devices supported the
charges. Witness testimonies
were also heard during the in-
vestigation and trial.
Prosecutors added that the
case was heard over several
sessions, with all legal proce-
dures observed and defence rep-
resentation present.

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Defendant allegedly
recruited by Hezbollah
while in Bahrain

Sent photos and videos
linked to alleged attack
aftermath

Data reportedly trans-
mitted to IRGC-linked
accounts in Iran
Forensic evidence sup-
ports the prosecution’s
claims.

Eleven Societies Dissolved by Ministerial Order

Banks and members are barred from dealing with society
funds without approval

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Darwish

ister Osama Al Alawi has
dissolved the Islamic Enlight-
enment Society after a final
criminal ruling found it had
carried out offences and grave
breaches linked to Bahrain’s
public fundraising law.

Decision No 19 of 2026,
published in the Official Ga-
zette, cited criminal case No
192/2025/7 and said the socie-
ty’s conduct was a grave breach
of Decree-Law No 21 of 2013
on raising money for public
purposes.

Eight other civil associations
were also dissolved by force af-
ter a ministry memo found that
they had stopped their work,
lost their active role, and failed
for more than 10 years to hold
general assemblies or renew
their boards.

They are Namaa Develop-
ment Forum Society, Al Eskafi
Society for Beautifying Bah-
rain, Al Insan Society, Bahrain
Welsh Society, Kerala Muslim
Society, Al Hadaf Social Socie-
ty, Al Nahda Youth Society, and
the Bahrain Natural History
Society.

Two other bodies, the Profes-
sional Fishermen Co-operative
Society and Furjan Muharraq
Society, were dissolved vol-

S ocial Development Min-

0Osama Al Alawi, Minister of Social
Development

untarily after filing requests
through the legal process.

Muzafar Certified Account-
ants, company registration No
50861-1, has been named liqui-
dator for all the societies listed
in the decision.

The firm must wind up the
societies, settle their affairs,
and distribute the outcome of
the liquidation under the law
and each society’s own rules
within two months from the
date the decision takes effect.

It must also preserve the so-
cieties’ money and rights, col-
lect sums owed by members or
third parties, pay their debts,
and submit a final account to
the ministry.

From the date the order takes
effect, members, managers and
employees of the dissolved so-
cieties are barred from carrying
on their work or dealing with

their funds. Those in charge
must hand all documents and
records to the liquidator.

The decision also bars em-
ployees, banks holding the soci-
eties’ money, and debtors from
taking any step involving the
societies, their rights or their
funds without written approval
from the liquidator and in line
with the law.

= The decision followed
a final criminal ruling
linked to fundraising
violations.

 Eight other civil as-
sociations were also
dissolved due to long-
term inactivity.

* Some groups had not
held meetings or re-
newed their boards for
over 10 years.

- Two co-operative soci-
eties were voluntarily
dissolved through legal
procedures.

« A total of eleven socie-
ties are included in the
ministerial decision.

Bahrain Chamber Opens Registration
for 31st Term Sectoral Committees

hairman of the
Bahrain Chamber,
Nabeel Kanoo,
announced the
opening of regis-
tration for membership in the
Chamber’s Sectoral Committees
for the 31st term, starting today,
Monday, May 18, until Wednes-
day, June 17, 2026. This comes
as part of the Board of Directors’
efforts to further develop insti-
tutional work and enhance pri-
vate sector participation across
various economic sectors.

Kanoo emphasized that open-
ing nominations for the sectoral
committees represents an open
national invitation for business
owners and private sector lead-
ers to become active partners
in economic decision-making
and contribute to shaping the
next phase.

He affirmed that this step
reflects a vision focused on
strengthening partnership with
the business community by in-
volving experienced profession-
als in developing the economic
environment and proposing
solutions and initiatives that
support different sectors. He
added that the sectoral com-
mittees serve as a platform that
brings together national exper-
tise to support legislative devel-
opment, advance national devel-
opment efforts, and strengthen
Bahrain’s economic position.

He also noted that the com-
mittee formation for the current
term is based on criteria en-

The committee
formation for the
current termis
based on criteria
ensuring fair and
comprehensive
representation of
economic sectors
and business
activities, with
particular focus
on key and non-oil
sectors supporting
the national
economy.

Nabeel Kanoo, Chairman of
the Bahrain Chamber

suring fair and comprehensive
representation of economic
sectors and business activities,
with particular focus on key
and non-oil sectors supporting
the national economy. The 31st
term includes 11 specialized
committees covering health-
care, education, technology,
food, industry and sustainable
energy, tourism, real estate,
financial services, transpor-
tation, commercial markets,
and pearls, gold, and traditional
markets.

He stated that registration
will be conducted electroni-
cally through the Chamber’s
official website: https://www.
bahrainchamber.bh/en/Com-
mittee-Nomination

Kanoo explained that appli-
cants must have relevant expe-
rience in the sector they wish to

join and be actively engaged in
the committee’s field of work.
Membership is open to business
owners, as well as experts and
specialists who are not Chamber
members, to maximize the ben-
efit of national expertise across
various sectors.

He added that the sectoral
committees are a key mecha-
nism for strengthening engage-
ment with the business com-
munity, supporting economic
initiatives, and submitting rec-
ommendations that contribute
to the development of economic
legislation and policies, while
enhancing Bahrain’s economic
and investment competitiveness.
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Eid aid to reach
hundreds of
families in Bahrain

Hassan Ibrahim Kamal (left) and
Wael Ali Sayyar

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Hundreds of low-in-
come families across
Bahrain are set to receive
sacrificial meat this Eid Al
Adha as the Bahrain Charity
Society prepares its annual
distribution drive to sup-
port vulnerable households.
The society said prepara-
tions are in their final stages
for the project, which aims to
strengthen social solidarity and
bring festive relief to families
in need during the Eid period.
Secretary-General Has-
san Ibrahim Kamal said vol-
unteer teams were working
intensively to ensure the
initiative is carried out in
an organised and efficient
manner, with attention to
quality standards and the
dignity of beneficiaries.
Financial Secretary Wael
Ali Sayyar described the
programme as one of the
society’s most important
annual initiatives, citing
its humanitarian and social
impact in easing financial
pressure on low-income
families and enabling them
to share in Eid celebrations.
He urged donors and phi-
lanthropists to contribute to
the campaign, saying broader
community support would
help extend assistance to a
larger number of households.

BD494,000 breast
cancer unit planned
in Bahrain

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Bahrain plans to strengthen
its women’s healthcare ser-
vices by establishing a dedicat-
ed breast cancer screening unit
in public hospitals to improve
early detection and diagnosis.

According to the Tender
Board, Yusuf Mahmood Hus-
sain Company will carry out
the project, valued at around
BD494,000.

The new facility will focus on
providing specialised and faster
screening services for breast
cancer, one of the most com-
mon cancers affecting women
in the kingdom.

Health authorities state that
early detection remains criti-
cal, significantly increasing the
chances of successful treatment
and recovery when the disease
is identified in its initial stages.

The project includes the de-
sign, construction and full oper-
ation of the unit, along with all
associated civil works.

It also covers the supply and
installation of medical equip-
ment, as well as the integration
of digital systems linked to di-
agnostic services.

Officials said the develop-
ment will be delivered on a
turnkey basis, ensuring the unit

This image is for illustrative purposes only

Breast Cancer Screening Unit

project

® Cost: BD494,000
® Type:

Turnkey public hospital

® Purpose: Dedicated breast
cancer screening unit
® Services: Screening, imaging,

diagnosis, follow-up care

is fully operational upon com-
pletion with all required clinical
and support services in place.
Currently, breast cancer
screening in Bahrain is primar-
ily conducted through primary
healthcare centres, with refer-

rals made to specialised facili-
ties when necessary.

The new unit is expected to
streamline this process by of-
fering a more integrated diag-
nostic pathway within public
hospitals.

ICAI Bahrain Launches CA Masterclass Series

Pradeep Puravankara
TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Chapter of the
Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of India (ICAI) suc-
cessfully commenced its highly
anticipated CA Masterclass Se-
ries with an inaugural session ti-

tled "Time to Get Future Ready.”

The event took place at Epix
Cinema, Dana Mall, Bahrain.

The first episode of the series
focused extensively on IFRS 18:
Presentation and Disclosure in
Financial Statements.

The session provided critical
and insightful perspectives on

the evolving financial reporting
landscape and the practical im-
plications of the new standards
for accounting professionals.
The event drew an over-
whelming response, bringing
together more than 110 enthusi-
astic members from the local fi-
nance and accounting fraternity.

The chapter extended its grat-
itude to the esteemed keynote
speakers, CA Mahesh Balasubra-
manian and CA Mukta Kulkarni,
for sharing their valuable expertise.

The active participation of the
members contributed signifi-
cantly to the grand success of
the inaugural masterclass.

Kindergarten Family Day

TDT | Manama

havans Bahrain Indian School
marked the International Day
of Families with alively Kindergar-
ten Family Day celebration, bring-

ing together students, parents,
and teachers for a programme
focused on bonding, shared activ-
ities, and community values. The
campus filled with music, games,
and interactive events designed to

highlight the importance of family
relationships.

School officials said the celebra-
tion reinforced the importance of
strong family engagement in early
childhood development. Princi-

pal Saji Jacob thanked parents
for their active participation, not-
ing that such events help build a
supportive learning environment
and strengthen the connection
between home and school.

Women lured by
fake jobs, forced

into exploitation

Investigations reveal organised
exploitation network

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

Facebook job advertise-

ment led two young wom-
en into a human trafficking
case in Bahrain, after they were
allegedly deceived with false
employment promises and
forced into sexual exploitation,
according to court records.

The High Criminal Court of
Appeal upheld earlier rulings
sentencing two defendants
to five years in prison each,
along with fines of BD2,000.
The court also ordered them to
cover the costs of repatriating
the victims before deportation
after serving their sentences.

The defendants were con-
victed of trafficking two Arab
women and exploiting them
for prostitution.

Court documents showed
that one of the victims, a
23-year-old woman, respond-
ed to a Facebook advertise-
ment offering a restaurant job
in Bahrain. After contacting

one of the defendants, trav-
el arrangements were made
for her and another woman
who had also been recruited
through similar claims.

Upon arrival, the victims
were received at the airport
and taken to an apartment,
where they later testified they
were held and forced into
prostitution. They said clients
were brought to them and that
the defendants controlled the
proceeds, providing only lim-
ited payments under the pre-
text of repaying travel and visa
costs.

Bahrain’s Anti-Human
Trafficking Directorate said
investigations revealed the
victims had been lured under
false promises of work before
being coerced into sexual ex-
ploitation.

One defendant admitted to
recruiting women for prostitu-
tion, while the other acknowl-
edged assisting in managing
the operation and collecting
money for the first defendant.

Strategic education ties

Minister of Education and Chairman of the Higher Education Council, Dr.
Mohammed bin Mubarak Juma, on Sunday received the United States
Ambassador to Bahrain, Stephanie Hallett, in Manama. During the meeting,
the minister highlighted the depth of the long-standing relations between
Bahrain and the United States, underscoring what he described as a strong,
strategic partnership between the two countries. He stressed the shared
commitment to further strengthening cooperation across various sectors,
particularly in early childhood education, general education, and higher

education.

Shura, Representatives
review tech transformation

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

Senior officials from Bah-
rain’s two parliamentary
chambers met to review ongo-
ing digital transformation ini-
tiatives aimed at modernising
legislative work through ad-
vanced technologies, accord-
ing to an official statement.
The Secretary-General of
the Shura Council of Bah-
rain, Her Excellency Karima
Mohammed Al Abbasi, held
talks with the Secretary-Gen-

eral of the Council of Repre-
sentatives, Eng. Mohammed
Ibrahim Al Sisi Al Buainain,
focusing on digital projects
supporting the shift toward a
fully digital parliament.

The discussions highlighted
systems and infrastructure up-
grades implemented under the
Shura Council’s strategic plan
for 2024-2026, which aims
to improve efficiency, speed,
and accuracy in parliamenta-
ry processes through modern
technologies, including artifi-
cial intelligence applications.
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Proposal Calls for Second Review
Panel in Medical Error Cases

Move aims to balance patient protection and professional rights

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

proposal submitted in Bah-
ain calls for establishing a
second review committee so that
doctors and dentists can chal-
lenge findings related to medical
or ethical errors before further
disciplinary action proceeds.
The initiative, put forward by
MP Jameel Mulla Hassan, seeks
to introduce an additional griev-
ance mechanism for medical
professionals to appeal decisions
issued by the technical commit-
tee responsible for reviewing
professional conduct cases.
Under the proposal, practi-
tioners in medicine and den-
tistry would be able to contest
findings before a second panel
prior to escalation through dis-
ciplinary procedures or referral
to the courts.

Jameel Mulla Hassan, MP

Mulla Hassan said the aim is to
strengthen legal protections for
healthcare professionals while
maintaining safeguards for pa-
tients, stressing the need for a
“balance between protecting the
patient and preserving the pro-
fessional rights of the doctor.”

He argued that the techni-
cal committee’s decisions are
highly specialised and can have
significant consequences, in-
cluding license suspension, in-

® Disciplinary penalties are ap-
proved by the Supreme Council
of Health or take effect after 30

BETTER

YOU

KNOW

days if unchallenged.
® Criminal cases are referred to
courts via the courts.
® Proposal introduces a second

review committee for appeals.
® Aim is to improve fairness,
trust and reduce court disputes.

terruption of medical practice,
reputational damage, or poten-
tial criminal proceedings.

The proposal also calls for im-
proved procedural safeguards,
stating that an additional review
stage could reduce the risk of
inaccurate assessments and en-
sure fairer outcomes in complex

medical cases.

It references Law No. 38 of
2009 governing the National
Health Regulatory Authority
(NHRA), which outlines discipli-
nary procedures and the role of
the Supreme Council of Health
in overseeing decisions and ap-
provals.

CBSE Announces Student Support
Measures Alongside Class XII Results

Neethu Vv
TDT | Manama

he Central Board of Sec-

ondary Education (CBSE)
rolled out new student support
services after announcing the
Class XII examination results
for 2026, combining academic
updates with fresh post-result
assistance measures.

To help students cope with
result-related stress and que-
ries, CBSE introduced a toll-free
tele-counselling helpline (1800-

11-8004) and an official email
support system at resultcb-
se2026(@cbseshiksha.in.

The Board urged students and
parents to rely only on verified
channels, warning against unau-
thorised contacts.

This year, CBSE recorded
an overall pass percentage of
85.20%, a drop of 3.9 percentage
points compared to last year.

A total of 18,57,517 students
appeared for the examinations.

Girls once again led academic
performance with an 88.86%

pass rate, while boys recorded
82.13%. Transgender students
achieved a perfect 100% suc-
cess rate.

Region-wise, Trivandrum
topped the chart with 95.62%,
followed by Chennai at 93.84%
and Bengaluru at 93.19%. In Delhi,
the West region posted 92.34%,
while East recorded 91.73%.

Institution-wise, Kendriya
Vidyalayas and Jawahar Navo-
daya Vidyalayas continued their
strong performance, securing
98.55% and 98.47% pass rates

respectively.

Alongside the results, CBSE
also announced a major aca-
demic shift under the National
Education Policy 2020.

From July 1, Class IX students
must study three languages, in-
cluding at least two Indian lan-
guages.

The third language will be
assessed internally, with no
board exam in Class X, mark-
ing a significant curriculum
change aimed at broader lin-
guistic learning.

Garage Suspicion Uncovers Drug Network

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

High Criminal Court of Appeal
is set to issue its verdict on
June 22 in a drug trafficking and
possession case involving four
defendants, following an inves-
tigation that began after a garage
owner reported suspicious activ-
ity at his workshop.

According to case details, the
owner became concerned af-
ter noticing repeated visits by

individuals who did not bring
vehicles for repair, raising suspi-
cions of possible illegal activity
involving one of his employees.

The case escalated when the
owner confronted the work-
er, who failed to provide clear
explanations for the frequent
visits. Shortly afterwards, three
men arrived at the garage asking
for the employee before fleeing
when questioned about possible
drug-related activity.

The owner later escorted the

employee to the police and filed
a report. Security forces subse-
quently searched the suspect’s
residence, where they found
195.3 grams of cannabis hidden
in packaged form.

Investigations by the An-
ti-Narcotics Directorate sug-
gested the first defendant was
part of an organised trafficking
network using a “dead drop”
method to distribute drugs
without direct contact between
buyers and sellers.

The Court of First Instance
had previously sentenced the
main defendant, a garage work-
er, to 10 years in prison, fined
him BD5,000, and ordered his
deportation after serving his
sentence. He was convicted of
drug possession, sale, and traf-
ficking.

Three other defendants re-
ceived one-year prison sentenc-
es and fines of BD1,000 each
for drug possession and use of
psychotropic substances.

Cultural Exchange Tribute

The Embassy of Russia in Bahrain hosted an award ceremony honouring
participants of the World Youth Festival 2024, held in Sochi from March 1

to 7. Russian Ambassador Dr. Alexey Skosyrev presented a commemorative
medal and certificate to Abdulaziz Rashid Al-Sindi, Chairman of the Bahrain
Voluntary Work Society. The festival serves as a platform for youth from
around the world to promote friendship, cultural exchange, and cooperation

across various fields.

New Screening Rules
for Medical Fellowships

TDT | Manama

B ahraini doctors working in
government health insti-
tutions must pass new screen-
ing procedures—including
examinations, interviews and
conduct checks—before being
selected for residency or sub-
specialty fellowship training,
under a new decision issued by
the Supreme Council of Health.
Decision No. 28 of 2026 sets
out updated rules governing the
nomination of doctors for the
resident doctor programme and
medical fellowship training. The
regulation will take effect one
month after its publication.
The rules apply to all doc-
tors in government health in-
stitutions, existing civil service
regulations will apply where

no specific provision is stated.

Under the residency pathway,
applicants must be Bahraini na-
tionals, hold a valid licence from
the National Health Regulatory
Authority, and pass a selection
exam where applicable, in ad-
dition to a personal interview.

Selection will be based on a
combination of exam results,
interview performance and
curriculum vitae assessment.
The exam will serve as a prima-
ry measure of medical knowl-
edge and readiness to practise.

The interview will as-
sess leadership skills, ethical
awareness, stress management,
communication abilities and
career objectives, while the cv
review will include academic
performance, training courses
and research experience.

Bahraini-Owned Firms
Made Up 77pc of
Cancelled Registrations

Abdulla Fakhro, Minister of
Industry and Commerce

TDT | Manama

ahrainis owned 22,568 of

the new commercial regis-
trations issued between Janu-
ary 2023 and December 2025,
while fully expat-owned busi-
nesses accounted for 19,057,
Industry and Commerce Min-
istry figures show.

In a written answer to MP
Basema Mubarak, the ministry
stated it issued 55,004 new
registrations against 26,227
cancellations over the three
years. Gulf nationals account-
ed for another 1,843 new reg-
istrations, while partnerships
accounted for 11,536.

Among the cancelled regis-
trations, Bahraini-owned busi-
nesses made up 77pc of the
total. Fully expatriate-owned
businesses accounted for 9pc,
Gulf-owned registrations for 3%,
and partnerships for 11%. The

Basema Mubarak, MP

ministry stated the main reasons
for cancellation included own-
ers requesting to ‘cancel, merge
orliquidate’ a registration, along
with ‘bankruptcy or insolvency’.
It also cited changes in the
commercial market, legal re-
strictions on trading, taking
a job, selling or giving up the
business, leaving the country,
and the death of the owner.
New registrations for Bah-
rainis and expats were spread
across ten main fields, led by
management consultancy and
management work. General trad-
ing followed, then food and drink
services and interior decoration.
Other common fields includ-
ed integrated facilities work,
excluding guarding and secu-
rity, cargo handling, marketing
and promotion, advertising,
real estate work involving
owned or leased property, and
building construction.

Attendance is now key in
unemployment aid cases

TDT | Manama

ousif Khalaf, Minister of

Labour, told Parliament
that attendance at job inter-
views, rather than disputed
claims of rejected offers, is
now the determining factor in
how unemployment benefits
are assessed in Bahrain, amid
calls for tighter oversight of
jobseekers’ cases.

The ministry said reports
that jobseekers’ files are being
“closed” were incorrect, stress-
ing that all records remain ac-
tive in its employment system
until a person is officially reg-
istered as employed with the
Social Insurance Organisation.

According to the ministry, job-
seekers are classified into those
eligible for unemployment in-
surance under the law and those
who do not meet its conditions,
but in both cases their records
remain open and included in
national employment statistics.

The clarification came in
response to a parliamentary
proposal calling for addition-
al safeguards to ensure that
claims of rejected job offers
are properly verified before
impacting unemployment aid.

Lawmakers cited concerns

Yousif Khalaf, Minister of
Labour

raised by jobseekers who said
employers had reported work
refusals that the jobseekers
denied. Some of these cases
were later challenged in court,
where rulings reportedly sup-
ported the jobseekers due to
lack of evidence.

In response, the ministry
said it had already revised its
approach and, since 30 Novem-
ber 2025, now relies solely on
recorded attendance at job in-
terviews — marked simply as
attended or not attended — rath-
er than conflicting accounts be-
tween employers and applicants.

It added that interviews are
conducted in the presence of
ministry staff, who also guide
unsuccessful candidates to-
wards alternative employment
or training opportunities.

Two Women on Trial for ‘Bribery’

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

wo women have been re-
manded in custody and re-
ferred to criminal court after
allegedly offering a bribe to
officials during a restaurant in-
spection in the Capital Gover-
norate, the Public Prosecution
said on Sunday.
According to prosecutors,
the case began after inspectors
from the Bahrain Tourism and

Exhibitions Authority identi-
fied violations at a restaurant
in Umm Al Hassam.

Asthe inspectors were issuing
a fine, the two accused women
allegedly offered them money in
exchange for halting legal action
and withholding the violation
report. The inspectors immedi-
ately informed their supervisor
and documented the incident.
Police officers later arrived at
the scene and completed the
necessary procedures.



MONDAY, MAY 18, 2026

DUSINESS

IPOS

SpaceX is targeting
an initial public
offering that would
raise up to $80 billion,
roughly double the
funds generated
from all 2025 IPOs.

® OpenAl and
Anthropic are eyeing
IPOs raising $60 billion

The trio is poised to
enter public markets
as the Middle East war
adds to inflationary
pressures and fogs the
geopolitical landscape.

AFP | New York, United States

all Street is licking
its chops over an un-
precedented slate of

massive IPOs set to arrive in the
coming months, beginning with
Elon Musk’s SpaceX in June.
That is expected to be fol-
lowed by artificial intelligence
rivals OpenAl and An-
thropic. The trio of
mega listings, each
eyeing valuations
around $1 tril-
lion or more,
constitutes a
heady period
of elevated
risk and re-
ward.
SpaceX is tar-
geting an initial
public offering
that would raise up
to $80 billion, rough-
ly double the funds
generated from all
2025 1POS.
OpenAl

Big risks and rewards in upcoming

at SpaceX, OpenAl, Anthropic

and Anthropic are eyeing IPOs
raising $60 billion, also huge
numbers compared with the
norm.
“We’re really in unprecedent-
ed times,” said Emily Zheng, an
analyst for Pitch-
Book, a research
platform spe-
cializing in
private capital.
“And this con-
centration is
more extreme
than ever”
The trio
is poised to
enter pub-
lic markets
as the Mid-
dle East war
adds to infla-
tionary pres-
sures and fogs
the geo-

political landscape.

But that factor is not expected
to impede the arrival of SpaceX,
OpenAl and Anthropic.

“These three companies are
kind of unique,” said Jay Ritter,
a specialist in 1POs at the Univer-
sity of Florida.

Mark Roberts, managing part-
ner at the Blueshirt Group, also
expects the offerings to be well
subscribed.

“There’s enough capital to
enthusiastically embrace these
three companies if they are
priced correctly,” Roberts said.

Nasdaq, where SpaceX will
trade, announced earlier this
spring that it would speed up the
timeframe for including such
mega listings in its main bench-
mark index.

The shift is expected to prod
additional stock purchases of
SpaceX from investment funds
built around the index.

Reward or reckoning?

Among port-
folio

managers for larger funds,
SpaceX “is probably viewed as
amust-have stock,” said Roberts.

In anticipation of the list-
ings, there hasbeen a throng o f
activity on secondary mar-
kets where investors are
buying unlisted securities,
pushing Anthropic’s theo-
retic value to more than $1
trillion.

Both OpenAl and An-
thropic have warned in-
vestors against securities
not authorized by the
companies.

Once they begin trading
on public markets, their
performance will serve
as a gauge of the market’s
appetite for additional of-
ferings, particularly in the
AT market.

“If these companies do
really well -- especial-
ly the AI ones, like
OpenAl

and Anthropic -- it would be
a confirmation of these really
massive private-market valua-
tions,” Zheng said.

“But the opposite could also
be true,” she added. “If the com-
panies don’t perform well, in-
vestors might conclude they’re
overvalued.”

Some investors who have
backed the three heavyweights
in private markets are poised to
cash out, potentiallypositioning
them for the next round of tech
companies.

Private equity firms currently
hold more than 30,000 compa-
nies that they hope to exit, a

backlog that has slowed availa-
bility of capital for new
prospects. A recent

Wall Street Journal ar-

ticle highlighted the
slowdown, citing

one firm that

called the

dy -

namic a “winter of exits.”

A poor performance by the
new entrants could hit the val-
uations of these private compa-
nies, Zheng said.

By going public, the compa-
nies will also subject themselves
to greater scrutiny from inves-
tors.

The market will “be laser-fo-
cused on the performance of
those stocks from an operational
perspective,” Roberts said. “So
they can’t miss their earnings.”

Ritter predicted all three com-
panies could see volatility.

“There’s going to be big up-
swings and big downswings, be-
cause nobody knows the future,”
he said. “Owning these stocks is
not for the faint of heart.”w
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SpaceX became the
first private company
in history to send
astronauts into orbit
when its Crew Dragon
spacecraft carried
NASA astronauts to
the International
Space Station in May
2020.

SpaceX’s reusable Falcon 9 rockets
have landed successfully hundreds
of times, dramatically reducing
launch costs and helping make
frequent space missions possible.

The company’s
massive Starship is
designed to be the

largest and most
powerful rocket ever
built, standing about
120 metres tall — tall-
er than the Statue of
Liberty including its
pedestal.

Chief Executive of the National Cyber Security Center Welcomes CTM360
CEO and Lauds Its Historic Inclusion in Gartner’s Magic Quadrant

Manama

is Excellency Shaikh Sal-
man bin Mohamed Al
Khalifa, Chief Executive Officer
of the National Cyber Securi-
ty Center, received Mr. Mirza
Asrar Baig, Founder and Chief
Executive Officer of CTM360, to
extend his congratulations on
the company’s historic achieve-
ment of being recognized among
17 leading global firms in the
field of Cyber Threat Intelli-
gence (CTI). This recognition
came in the inaugural Gartner
Magic Quadrant™ report dedi-
cated to this domain, published
on the 4th of May 2026.
During the meeting, His Ex-
cellency commended this dis-

tinguished accomplishment,

noting that it marks the first of
its kind for a technology and
software company from the
Arab world. He emphasized
that the recognition stands as

a source of pride for the King-
dom of Bahrain and reflects the
growing stature of Bahraini na-
tional talent within the global
cybersecurity landscape. His
Excellency further remarked

that this milestone embodies
the fruitful outcomes of the wise
leadership and visionary direc-
tion of the Kingdom of Bahrain,
alongside the innovation-driven
ecosystem the country has cul-

tivated, which has empowered
national companies to compete
at the highest international
levels.

For his part, Mr. Mirza As-
rar Baig expressed his sincere
appreciation to His Excellency
Shaikh Salman bin Mohamed
Al Khalifa for the gracious re-
ception and for the continued
support that the cybersecurity
sector receives from the Nation-
al Cyber Security Center. He
affirmed that this achievement
is the culmination of a journey
spanning more than a decade of
dedicated work, and a reflection
of the nurturing environment
that the Kingdom of Bahrain has
provided to foster and advance
technological innovation.

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, both sides underscored the
importance of strengthening
collaboration between the Na-
tional Cyber Security Center
and leading national companies
operating in this vital sector a
partnership that contributes to
consolidating the Kingdom of
Bahrain's position as a regional
and international hub for cyber-
security, and to advancing the
digital transformation journey
in line with the Kingdom’s Eco-
nomic Vision 2030. His Excel-
lency renewed his best wishes
to CTM360 for continued success
and excellence, and for sustain-
ingits role in elevating the name
of the Kingdom on the global
technology stage.
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Al Salam Bank Group Launc!

hes Recovery and Growth Program to Support

Institutional Clients Impacted by Recent Regional Developments

Manama

1 Salam Bank Group has
Aannounced the launch of
the Recovery and Growth
Program, a coordinated, group-
wide initiative designed to sup-
port corporate and SME clients
impacted by the recent regional
developments, while reinforcing
the group’s commitment to sta-
bility, continuity, and the finan-
cial resilience of clients.
Bringing together the com-
bined capabilities of Al Salam
Bank, Solidarity Bahrain, and
ASB Capital, the Recovery and
Growth Program delivers an in-
tegrated support framework de-
signed to address the challenges
faced by clients, including busi-
ness disruption, supply chain
pressures, and changing market
dynamics. Delivered through
a unified group approach, the
program aims to provide be-
spoke support while enabling
recovery and long-term financial
resilience through a comprehen-
sive suite of solutions spanning
banking, takaful, and financial
advisory.

Under the Recovery and
Growth Program, Al Salam
Bank will offer flexible bank-
ing solutions, including target-
ed rescheduling and liquidity
support, aimed at easing finan-
cial pressures and supporting
financial continuity. Solidarity
Bahrain will provide takaful ad-
visory and solutions assisting
clients to review and strengthen
their insurance coverage, safe-
guard assets, navigate claims,
and establish a structured path

to recovery and long-term pro-
tection. In parallel, ASB Capital
will deliver financial and invest-
ment advisory, enabling clients
to stabilize their financial posi-
tions, restructure their holdings,
and build sustainable long-term
growth strategies.

Together, these offerings form
an integrated support mod-
el designed to address the full
spectrum of client needs from
immediate relief and protection
to financial recovery and future

growth.

Commenting on the launch,
Anwar Murad, Deputy Group
CEO Banking at Al Salam Bank,
said: “The banking solutions of-
fered under the Recovery and
Growth program are designed
to address the specific finan-
cial pressures corporates and
SMEs are currently experienc-
ing. Through targeted financing
rescheduling, liquidity support,
and trade finance solutions, Al
Salam Bank is committed to

providing its clients with the
financial foundation required to
maintain operational continuity
and progress towards recovery.”

Ahmed Saif, Group Chief
Strategy Officer at Al Salam
Bank, said: “In times of un-
certainty, the role of financial
institutions extends beyond
transactions. At Al Salam Bank
Group, we are committed to
supporting clients by offering
meaningful and coordinated
support. Through the Recov-
ery and Growth Program, and
backed by ASB Capital’s DCM,
ECM, and investment banking
track record, ASB Capital is ready
to support clients with bespoke
financial advisory solutions to
optimize their standing and pre-
pare for long-term recovery and
growth.”

Jawad Mohammed, Chief
Executive Officer of Solidarity
Bahrain, added: “Optimized in-
surance coverage plays a funda-
mental role in achieving finan-
cial stability, particularly during
periods of challenges and rap-
idly changing economic condi-

tions. Through this initiative, we
are committed to ensuring that
customers receive specialized
advice, appropriate insurance
coverage, and the necessary sup-
port to enable them to protect
assets, mitigate potential risks,
and maintain business conti-
nuity with efficiency and con-
fidence. We also strive to raise
awareness about the importance
of proactive planning and risk
management, helping customers
make informed decisions that
support their financial stabil-
ity and empower them to face
future challenges with greater
resilience and flexibility.”

The launch of the Recovery
and Growth Program under-
scores Al Salam Bank Group’s
role as an integrated financial
platform, capable of delivering
coordinated solutions that go
beyond traditional banking. By
combining financial relief, pro-
tection, and advisory within a
single framework, the group is
reinforcing its commitment to
supporting clients through com-
plex economic conditions.

General Poultry Company (GPC) and the company’s labor
union honored with recognition on Labour Day 2026

Manama

s part of the 2026 Labor’s

Day celebrations in Bahrain,
the General Poultry Company
and its labor union received
two prestigious awards from
the General Federation of Bah-
rain Trade Unions. The com-
pany won the “Management
Excellence Award,” while the
labor union was honored with
the “Labor Union Excellence
Award.”

The recognition is considered
especially significant given the
traditionally complex relation-
ship that can exist between
management and trade unions
across industries. At GPC, both
parties have continued to work
in alignment towards a shared
national objective: supporting
Bahrain’s food security through
the production of quality, nutri-
tious eggs for the local market.

The company stated that the
awards reflect years of collab-
oration, mutual respect, and a
collective commitment to con-
tinuity, operational excellence,
and the wellbeing of employees.

From left to right: Yousef Al-Maqahwi - Deputy General Secretary-General Federation of Bahrain Trade Union, Haider
Habib - Head of the General Poultry Company Labor Union, Wael Itani - CEO, Yasser Al-Damistani - Maintenance
Technician (One of the employees honored by the GFBTU), Abdulgader Al-Shehabi - General Secretary-General Federation
of Bahrain Trade Union, Jaffar Naji - Assistant General Secretary-General Federation of Bahrain Trade Union, Ahmed bin
Ali - Assistant General Secretary for Working Youth

In addition to the organiza-
tional awards, two employees
were individually honored in
recognition of their outstanding
contribution and performance
during 2026. Ms. Amna Abdel
Wahab from the Packing De-
partment and Mr. Yasser Al-De-
mistani from the Maintenance
Department were recognized
for their dedication and service.

GPC also highlighted its con-

tinued investment in employee
development through ongoing
training and skills enhancement
programs across departments,
ensuring that its workforce re-
mains equipped with the lat-
est operational knowledge and
industry practices required to
meet future challenges.

The company acknowl-
edged the continued support
of its stakeholders, including

Mumtalakat and GHITHA, whose
long-term commitment has con-
tributed to strengthening GPC’s
position as one of Bahrain’s key
food production companies.
The recognition also comes at
atime when the region has faced
periods of uncertainty and dis-
ruption. During the recent Iran
conflict and its wider impact
across the region, GPC contin-
ued operations without inter-

ruption, with employees across
departments working together
to ensure that consumers across
Bahrain continued to have daily
access to fresh eggs.
Commenting on the recog-
nition, Mr. Wael Itani, CEO of
GPC, said: “This recognition is
meaningful because it reflects
the collective effort of our entire
organization. At GPC, continu-
ity is not simply about main-
taining production. It is about
people working together with
a shared sense of responsibility
towards Bahrain’s food security.
The recent regional challenges
demonstrated the resilience and
commitment of our teams, who
ensured that fresh eggs contin-
ued to reach consumers across
the Kingdom every single day.”
Ms. Jalila Al Derazi, HR &
Admin Manager added: “What
makes this achievement spe-
cial is the spirit of cooperation
behind it. The relationship be-
tween management and the
Trade Union at GPC has contin-
ued to evolve through dialogue,
mutual respect, and a common
understanding that the com-

pany’s success depends on the
wellbeing and contribution of its
people. This recognition belongs
to every employee who contin-
ues to support GPC’s journey.”

Mr. Abdulgader Al Shehabi,
General Secretary of GFBTU stat-
ed: “This award demonstrates
what can be achieved when em-
ployees and management work
towards the same goal. Mr. Hai-
dar Habib, head of GPC’s labor
union added, “At GPC, there is
a genuine understanding that
every department and every
individual plays an important
role in ensuring continuity of
operations and maintaining the
trust of consumers in Bahrain.
We are proud of the workforce
and proud to be part of the com-
pany’s journey towards its 50th
year.”

As GPC approaches its 50th an-
niversary in 2027, the company
stated that the awards represent
another important milestone
in its journey and reinforce its
commitment to continuity, resil-
ience, and serving the interests
of Bahrain and its stakeholders
for the next 50 years and beyond.

The American University of Bahrain and American University in Washington DC

TDT | Manama

he American University of

Bahrain (AUBH) has signed
a Memorandum of Agreement
with American University’s Ko-
god School of Business, a top-
ranked business school located
in Washington, DC, USA, aimed
at strengthening academic co-
operation and providing distin-
guished educational pathways
for students enrolled in AUBH’s
Master of Business Adminis-
tration (MBA) program. Under
the agreement, eligible MBA
students at AUBH will have the
opportunity to continue their
graduate studies in the Master

Dr. Wafa Almansoori, Interim
President and Provost of the
American University of Bahrain

BAAI) programs at American
University’s Kogod School of
Business.

As outlined in the agreement,
American University’s Kogod
School of Business may admit
AUBH MBA students into the
MSSM and MSBAAI programs,
allowing students pursuing the
MSSM to transfer up to 9 cred-
it hours from their AUBH MBA
coursework toward the degree
requirements, while students
pursuing the MSBAAI may trans-
fer up to 12 credit hours. Upon
completing the MBA require-
ments at AUBH, transferring the
approved credits, and meeting
American University’s Kogod

of Science in Sustainability Man- Science in Business Analytics School of Business academic
agement (MSSM) and Master of and Artificial Intelligence (MS- requirements, students will be

awarded a dual degree.

The Memorandum of Agree-
ment further stipulates that stu-
dents nominated by the Ameri-
can University of Bahrain will be
considered for admission to the
MSSM and MSBAAI programs in
accordance with the admission
criteria applied by the Kogod
School of Business. Accept-
ed students will be evaluated
for a merit-based scholarship
valued at USD 14,000, distrib-
uted over the duration of the
program, in addition to receiv-
ing a waiver of the application
fee.

Dr. Wafa Almansoori, In-
terim President and Provost
of the American University of
Bahrain, commented: “We are

Sign Agreement to Expand Graduate Academic Pathways

extremely proud of our col-
laboration with the American
University in Washington, DC,
which represents a strategic step
within our vision to enhance
international partnerships and
provide high-quality academic
pathways for postgraduate stu-
dents grounded in excellence
and globally recognized accred-
itation. Enabling postgradu-
ate students to pursue further
study at one of the United States’
leading universities through a
well-defined academic pathway
reflects our commitment to of-
fering programs that combine
academic depth, structure, and
a strong international learning
environment.”

Dr. Ayman Omar, Associate

Dean for Graduate Programs
and Professor in the Depart-
ment of Information Technol-
ogy and Analytics stated: “Our
collaboration with AUBH reflects
our shared commitment to ex-
panding cross-border higher
education and offering flexible,
high-quality academic opportu-
nities that align with students’
aspirations and the evolving
needs of the global economy. By
enabling AUBH MBA students to
pursue MSSM and MSBAAI pro-
grams, we reaffirm our dedica-
tion to preparing future leaders
with the advanced knowledge
and skills needed to drive mean-
ingful and sustainable impact
within their organizations and
communities.”
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Iranian World Cup team to depart

ran’s World Cup squad will travel to Turkey on

Monday for a training camp, friendlies and to com-
plete visa applications before heading to the United
States, head coach Amir Ghalenoei said on Saturday.

Iran and the US cut diplomatic ties in 1980, and
the players are expected to use their time in Turkey
to complete the necessary procedures for obtaining
visas before their kick off game against New Zealand
on June 15 in Los Angeles.

Israeli soldier killed in Lebanon

srael’s military said Saturday that one of its soldiers

had been killed in combat in southern Lebanon,
bringing its losses to 21 personnel since the war with
Hezbollah began in early March.

Israel strikes Lebanon

I srael launched new airstrikes against Hezbollah in
southern Lebanon, a day after the two countries
agreed to extend a truce following talks in Wash-

ington.

Lebanon’s state-run National News Agency (NNA)
reported strikes on at least five villages in the south,
preceded by an exodus of residents towards the south-
ern city of Sidon and the capital Beirut.

Pakistan minister arrives in Tehran

akistan’s interior minister arrived in Tehran on
Saturday “to facilitate” the peace talks between
Iran and the United States that have stalled despite a
fragile ceasefire, Iranian media reported.
His visit to Tehran comes days after that of Pa-
kistan’s influential army chief, Field Marshal Asim

Munir.

Spacecraft to probe how Earth
fends off raging solar winds

The Smile spacecraft (gold) fixed to a Vega-C rocket adaptor (black
cone) in Kourou, French Guiana, in preparation for liftoff from

Europe’s Spaceport.

AFP | Paris, France

joint European-Chi-

nese spacecraft is set
to blast off Tuesday to in-
vestigate what happens
when extreme winds and
giant explosions of plas-
ma shot out from the Sun
slam into Earth’s magnetic
shield.

Particularly fierce solar
storms can knock out sat-
ellites, threaten astronauts
-- and create colourful au-
roras in the skies of north-
ern and southern latitudes.

To find out more about
this little-understood space
weather, the van-sized
SMILE spacecraft is tasked
with making the first-ev-
er X-ray observations of
Earth’s magnetic field.

The spacecraft is sched-

uled to launch on a Ve-
ga-C rocket at 0352 GMT
on Tuesday from Eu-
rope’s spaceport in Kour-
ou, French Guiana, on
the northeastern coast of
South America.

Lift-off was originally
planned for April 9, but was
postponed due to a techni-
cal issue.

SMILE -- or the Solar
Wind Magnetosphere Ton-
osphere Link Explorer --
is a joint mission between
the European Space Agen-
cy (EsA) and the Chinese
Academy of Sciences.

“What we want to study
with SMILE is the relation-
ship between the Earth
and the Sun,” explained
Philippe Escoubet, an ESA
scientist working on the
project.
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TWO THINGS ARE INFINITE: THE
UNIVERSE AND HUMAN STUPIDITY;
AND I’'M NOT SURE ABOUT THE
UNIVERSE

ALBERT EINSTEIN

UK police detail arrests after far-right rally and counter demo

AFP | London, United Kingdom

London police said yesterday
officers arrested 20 people the
previous day at a march organ-
ised by far-right activist Tommy
Robinson and 12 people at a coun-
ter-demonstration fused with a
pro-Palestinian protest.

The city’s Metropolitan Police --
which had already disclosed mak-
ing 43 arrests Saturday after tens
of thousands people attended the
duelling events -- added 11 of those
detained were either non-affiliated
or their links was unconfirmed.

The force had mounted its big-
gest operation in years to manage
both Robinson’s "Unite the King-
dom” march and the anti-fascism
rally organised by the Stand Up
to Racism group combined with
protests marking Nakba Day.

The latter commemorates the
1948 displacement of Palestinians
during the creation of Israel.

Police had feared clashes after
violent confrontations at Robin-
son’s last London event in Sep-
tember, when up to 150,000 people

"They included offences mo-
tivated by race, religion, sexuali-
ty and disability,” the force said,
adding a further seven suspect-
ed hate crimes at the pro-Pal-
estinian protest remain under
investigation.

The other arrests at Robinson’s
rally ranged from public order and

On Whitehall, supporters of British far-right activist Tommy Robinson, real name
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, take part in a march organised by Unite The Kingdom, in

central London

turned out, and various incidents
at dozens of pro-Palestine demon-
strations since 2023.

Around 60,000 attended Sat-
urday’s Unite the Kingdom event
while 15,000 to 20,000 were at the
Nakba Day gathering, according to
Met estimates cited by UK media.

Organisers of both marches had
claimed far greater turnouts.

In its arrests update Sunday, the
Met said there were 11 arrests for
hate-crime related offences, with
nine of those at the Unite the King-
dom event and two at the Nakba
Day march.

drunk and disorderly offences to
suspects being held for previous
grievous bodily harm and telecom-
munications offences.

There were two arrests for as-
sault on an emergency worker and
one for possession of an offensive
weapon.

At the Nakba Day demonstra-
tion, the arrests included three for
failing to remove a face covering,
one for assault on an emergency
worker and one for supporting a
proscribed organisation.

Robinson -- a former football
hooligan turned anti-Islam activ-
ist whose real name is Stephen
Yaxley-Lennon -- had urged his
attendees not to wear masks or
drink excessive alcohol, and to be
"peaceful and courteous”.

USS Gerald Ford
returns home

After 326-day deployment

AFP | Washington, United States

he uss Gerald R. Ford air-

I craft carrier, dispatched to

the Middle East ahead of

the outbreak of war with Iran, re-

turned home to the United States

on Saturday after a 326-day de-
ployment, the Pentagon said.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth

was on

hand

the

in Norfolk, Virginia to welcome
home the largest aircraft carrier
in the world, the US military said
on X.

It was the longest deployment
for a US carrier strike group since
the Vietnam War.

The Ford’s deployment saw
it take part in US operations in
the Caribbean, where Washing-
ton’s forces have carried out

strikes on alleged drug-smuggling

boats, interdicted sanctioned tank-

ers and seized Venezuelan leader
Nicolas Maduro.

It was then dispatched to the

Middle East to participate in

combat op-

erations

against

US Navy sailors stand by to moor the aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) as it returns to Naval
Station Norfolk, Virginia

The carrier is
powered by two

100,000

Itis the largest

nuclear reactors i warship ever built,
and can operate for :  tretching ahout 337
more than 20 years : metres (1,106 feet) long

without refuelling.

and displacing more
than 100,000 tonnes.

Iran.

The carrier’s long deployment
included a fire in a laundry room
on March 12, which injured two
sailors and caused major damage
to some 100 beds, according to the
US military.

The carrier also reportedly suf-
fered significant problems with its
toilet system while at sea.

Instead of traditional The carrier can Inside, it functions
steam catapults, it uses carry around 75 like a floating city with
the futuristic EMALS 10,90 aircraft thousands of sailors,
(Electromagnetic including F-3§ medical facilities,
Aircraft Launch System) stealth fighters, workshops, gyms,

— essentially a giant
magnetic launcher for
fighter jets.

helicopters and
surveillance planes.

Sleeping quarters and
even its own postal
system.



1291

After 100 years of Crusader control, the last
Crusader stronghold of Acre is reconquered
and destroyed by the Mamluks under Sultan al-
Ashraf Khalil

1804

Napoléon Bonaparte is pro-
claimed Emperor of France
by the French Senate

1974

India becomes
the sixth nation
to detonate an
atomic bomb

2008

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam are
defeated by the Sri Lankan government,
ending the Sri Lankan Civil War and almost
26 years of fighting between the two sides
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US senator loses primary bid
to Trump-backed challenger

AFP | Washington, United States

US senator from Louisiana

bidding for a third term has
lost his Republican primary, in
the latest demonstration of US
President Donald Trump’s hold
over his party.

Trump had targeted Bill Cas-
sidy and endorsed an opponent
in retaliation for the senator
voting to impeach him five
years ago.

With 99 percent of votes
counted in Saturday’s primary
election, Cassidy was trailing in
third place behind Trump-en-
dorsed challenger Julia Letlow,
a congresswoman, and state
treasurer John Fleming, effec-
tively shutting Cassidy out of a
June 27 runoff.

“Congratulations to Con-
gresswoman Julia Letlow on
a fantastic race, beating an In-
cumbent Senator by Record

Senator Bill Cassidy (R-LA), with his wife Dr. Laura Cassidy by his side

Setting Numbers,” Trump post-
ed on his Truth Social platform.
The 79-year-old president
was also quick to celebrate Cas-
sidy’s fall, writing: “His disloy-
alty to the man who got him
elected is now a part of legend,
and it’s nice to see that his po-
litical career is OVER!”
Cassidy delivered some
pointed remarks in his con-
cession speech. Without men-
tioning Trump by name, the

lawmaker said American poli-
ticians, when they lose a race,
don’t whine and “don’t claim
that the election was stolen.”
“Our country is not about
one individual, it is about the
welfare of all Americans,” he
said. “And if someone doesn’t
understand that, and attempts
to control others through us-
ing the levers of power, they
are about serving themselves,
they’re not about serving us.”

‘No tangible
CONCessions’

AFP | Tehran, Iran

day that the United States

had failed to make any con-
crete concessions in its latest
response to Iran’s proposed
agenda for negotiations to end
the war.

The Fars news agency said
Washington had presented a
five-point list which includ-
ed a demand for Iran to keep
only one nuclear site in oper-
ation and transfer its stockpile
of highly enriched uranium to
the United States.

The US also refused to release
“even 25%” of Iran’s frozen as-
sets abroad or pay any repara-

I ranian media said yester-

tions for the damage inflicted
on Iran during the war which
broke out on February 28, ac-
cording to Fars.

The report added that
the US had conditioned the
cessation of hostilities on
all fronts on the start of
negotiations.

The Mehr news agency,
meanwhile, said: “The Unit-
ed States, offering no tangible
concessions, wants to obtain
concessions that it failed to
obtain during the war, which
will lead to an impasse in the
negotiations.”

In its proposal, Iran had
called for an end of the war
on all fronts including Israel’s

campaign in Lebanon, as well as
a halt to the US naval blockade
on Iranian ports in place since
April 13.

It also called for lifting all
of the US sanctions and the
release of Iranian assets fro-
zen abroad under longstand-
ing US sanctions, according
to the Iranian foreign minis-
try in a press conference last
week.

Fars said the Iranian pro-
posal had emphasised that
Tehran would continue to
manage the strategic Strait of
Hormuz, a vital energy con-
duit which it has largely kept
closed since the start of the
war.

Hezbollah fired 200 projectiles over
the weekend at Israel: army official

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

An Israeli military offi-
cial said yesterday that
Hezbollah had fired around
200 projectiles at Israel and
its troops over the weekend,
despite Israel and Lebanon
agreeing to extend a ceasefire.

"Over the weekend, Hezbol-
lah launched approximately
200 projectiles toward the
State of Israel and IDF troops,
in a clear and ongoing viola-
tion of the ceasefire under-
standings,” the official said, in
a statement to AFP.

Fighting between Israe-

li forces and Hezbollah has
continued even as envoys from
both the countries agreed on
Friday to extend the ceasefire
by another 45 days.

In recent weeks, Hezbollah
has repeatedly deployed low
cost fibre-optic first person
view (FPV) drones targeting
Israeli forces, posing a new
challenge for the Israeli mil-
itary.

"Today, we are facing the
challenge of neutralising FPV
drones,” Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said at the
opening of the weekly cabinet
meeting on Sunday.

A logistics chain that
moves and protects

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

or decades, global logistics was the invisible plumbing of
the world economy—noticed only when it failed. Today,
that perception has shifted radically. Logistics is no longer
a background service; it is a primary instrument of national
security and economic sovereignty. The recent surge of nearly
7,000 missile and drone attacks in the Gulf has transformed

shipping lanes into frontlines,

proving that the true value of a

supply chain lies not in its speed, but in its resilience.

The crisis in the Strait
of Hormuz has forced a
reckoning. When urea
prices jump 40% and
LNG flows stall, the im-
pact ripples far beyond
the shoreline, threaten-
ing global food security
and pushing developing
nations toward sover-
eign debt crises. As GCC
Secretary-General Jasem
Mohamed Albudaiwi re-
cently highlighted, the
Council has moved swift-
ly to safeguard these vitals
by activating a “Logistics
Fast Track.” This emer-
gency blueprint hinges on

The transition must focus

on Green Corridors. As
the GCC expands land-

based routes to bypass the

Strait, these blueprints
should integrate low-
emission transport

and “smart” customs
technology to reduce
the idling time of heavy
vehicles.

multimodal diversion: rerouting shipments awa

from volatile Gulf ports toward stable terminals

on the Red Sea and Arabian Sea. This is supported

by unprecedented regional cooperation, including
coordinated customs facilitation designed to keep energy and
fertilizers moving despite the blockade.

However, as we build these

new “logistics blueprints,” we

face a second, quieter crisis: the environmental cost of rapid
infrastructure expansion. Balancing emergency logistics with
ecological concerns is the next great challenge. We cannot trade
maritime security for environmental degradation.

The transition must focus on Green Corridors. As the GCC
expands land-based routes to bypass the Strait, these blueprints
should integrate low-emission transport and “smart” customs
technology to reduce the idling time of heavy vehicles. Fur-
thermore, any expansion of Red Sea port capacity must adhere
to strict “Blue Economy” standards to protect fragile marine
ecosystems. By embedding sustainability into these alterna-
tive routes now, the GCC can ensure that the race for security
doesn’t come at the expense of the planet. In this new era, a
truly “strong” logistics network is one that is both unbreakable

and sustainable.

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune

and the President of the Arab-African
Rights and Counterterrorism)

Unity Organisation for Relief, Human

Palestinian president’s son
elected to Fatah leadership body

AFP | Ramallah, Palestinian
Territories

he son of Palestinian
I president Mahmoud
Abbas won a seat on
Fatah’s top decision-making
body yesterday, as initial re-
sults emerged from the Pales-
tinian movement’s first con-
gress in years.

Yasser Abbas, 64, a busi-
nessman who spends most of
his time in Canada, secured a
place on the central committee
after being appointed around
five years ago as his father’s
“special representative” — a
role that marked his gradu-
al emergence on the political
scene.

Jailed Fatah leader Marwan
Barghouti topped the prelimi-
nary results, retaining his seat
on the committee with the
highest number of votes, ac-
cording to figures seen by AFP.

Jibril Rajoub was reelected
as the secretary-general of the

committee, retaining the seat
he has held since 2017.

Palestinian vice president
Hussein Al-Sheikh, Fatah dep-
uty leader Mahmoud Al-Aloul
and ex-Palestinian intelligence
chief Tawfiq Tirawi also held
their seats on the body.

Among the newcomers was
Zakaria Zubeidi, 50, a former
commander of the Al-Agsa
Martyrs Brigades -- Fatah’s
armed wing in the Jenin ref-
ugee camp -- who was freed
from Israeli prison last year
under a prisoner exchange
deal with Hamas.

Two women also won seats,
including Ramallah governor
Laila Ghannam. The three-day
congress, held simultaneously
across Ramallah, Gaza, Cairo
and Beirut, drew 2,507 voters
-- a turnout of 94.64 percent,
organisers said. Fifty-nine
candidates competed for 18
seats on the central committee,
while 450 vied for 80 seats on
the revolutionary council.
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M Kristersson and
I witnessed an In-
do-Swedish Musical Or-
chestra Presentation by
Ron Davis Alvarez and
his students. Music is a
great way to bring our
people together!
@narendramodi

02

Digital technologies

are lifelines con-
necting people to safety,
services & one another
- especially when dis-
aster strikes. On World
Telecommunication &
Information Society Day,
let’s invest in digital in-
frastructure, so commu-
nities can prepare for, re-
spond to & recover from
crises.
@antonioguterres

03

his bond of commerce
and respect that
stretches back 250 years
is the foundation for a fu-
ture that benefits both of
our nations.” - President
Donald J. Trump
@WhiteHouse

04

e are delighted that

His Holiness Pope

Leo X1V has confirmed his

trip to France. This visit

next September will be

an honor for our country,

a joy for Catholics, and

a great moment of hope
for all.

@EmmanuelMacron

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stance)
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Mass Ukrainian drone
barrage Kills four in Russia

Russian Air defences shot down 556 drones overnight

One of the victims
was an Indian citizen
working in Russia

® These interceptions -- far
above the few dozen more
often reported -- took place
across 14 Russian regions

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

wave of almost 600 Ukrainian
Adrones attacked Russia over-

night killing four people, au-
thorities said yesterday, as Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky called
the barrage an “entirely justified” ret-
ribution for Moscow’s own pummelling
of Ukraine.

Air defences shot down 556 drones
overnight across the country, Russia’s
defence ministry said, with another 30
drones intercepted after dawn in one
of the largest Ukrainian barrages of the
ongoing conflict so far.

These interceptions -- far above the
few dozen more often reported -- took
place across 14 Russian regions, as well
as the Crimean peninsula annexed from
Ukraine and the Black and Azov seas,
the ministry added.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said Kyiv’s attack on Russia
-- days after a massive drone and mis-
sile bombardment of the Ukrainian
capital killed at least 24 people -- was
“entirely justified”.

“Our responses to Russia’s prolon-
gation of the war and its attacks on our
cities and communities are entirely jus-
tified. This time, Ukrainian long-range
sanctions reached the Moscow region,

Ukrainian rescuers work to extinguish a fire following an air attack on an industrial

and we are clearly telling the Russians: that Moscow and the region “have ex- ruary 2022.
Ukraine’s priority “remains the con- tion workers at a job site near an oil and
The Ukrainian defence ministry said the full-scale invasion began” in Feb- sistent build-up in the use of long-range gas refinery, Mayor Sergei Sobyanin

their state must end its war.”

perienced the largest-scale attack since

infrastructure facility in Zaporizhzhia

strike capabilities to the fullest extent
possible against a wide range of military
targets,” Commander of Ukraine’s Un-
manned Forces, Robert Brovdi, told AFP
in a recent, exclusive interview before
the strikes.

In Russia’s capital region, “a woman
was killed as a result of a UAV hitting a
private house,” governor Andrey Voro-
byov posted on Telegram, adding that
the early morning attack also claimed
the lives of two men.

One of the victims was an Indian
citizen working in Russia, the Indian
embassy in Moscow said in a statement.

Vorobyov added that infrastructure
facilities had been targeted.

Within the capital, local authorities
reported that air defence systems had
intercepted more than 80 drones over-
night, wounding 12 people.

One of the strikes wounded construc-

said.

“Refinery production has not been
disrupted. Three residential buildings
were damaged,” he added.

While the capital region is often
subjected to drone attacks, the city of
Moscow, around 400 kilometres (250
miles) from the Ukrainian border, is
less frequently targeted.

“The hit was so powerful that it al-
most knocked me out (of bed), and
I weigh a lot. I opened my window
and saw smoke rising,” Konstantin, a
39-year-old resident of the area where a
high-rise was damaged in the Putilkovo
neighbourhood, outside Moscow, told
AFP on the site.

In the Belgorod region which borders
Ukraine, one man was killed overnight
in the Shebekino district in a drone at-
tack on alorry, regional authorities said.

The Ukrainian air force said mean-
while it had intercepted 279 Russian
drones out of a total of 287 launched.

"Toxic’ males Trump, Putin, Netanyahu
to blame for wars, says star Bardem

Bardem has been
one of most outspoken
film stars against
Israel’s war in Gaza

® Other cinema figures,
including acclaimed
actress Susan Sarandon,
have previously
complained about their
work drying up after
their public statements

AFP | Cannes, France

panish superstar Javier Bar-
dem, who is winning rave
reviews for his latest film role,
slammed the "toxic masculini-
ty” of Donald Trump, Vladimir

Putin and Benjamin Netanyahu responsible for their wars.

on Sunday which he said was

Rodrigo Sorogoyen, which pre-
miered at the Cannes Film Fes-
tival on Saturday to widespread
praise from critics.

In an expletive-laden outburst
at a press conference yesterday,
Bardem said part of his charac-
ter's flaws were due to "toxic
masculinity” which led to men
killing their ex-wives and girl-
friends -- and starting wars.

"That problem also goes to
Mr Trump and Mr Putin and
MrNetanyahu,” Bardem, 57, said,
referring to the US, Russian and
Israeli leaders.

"The big boss man saying, "My
C*##* ig bigger than yours and
I'm going to bomb the s*** out
of you',” he added, saying that it
was "creating thousands of dead
people”.

Bardem has been one of most
outspoken film stars against Is-

film director with an explosive rael’s war in Gaza since 2023,
Bardem plays an overbearing temper in “The Beloved” by triggered by a deadly Hamas

attack in Israel that year.

A "genocide” is ”still being
committed”, Bardem said.

"It’s a fact. You can try to jus-
tify it, explain it, but it’s a fact. If
you justify it with your silence or
your support, you are pro-gen-
ocide.”

Israel denies genocide. Its
assault and invasion of Gaza
came after Hamas staged the
worst-ever attack on it, in which
1,221 people were killed, accord-
ing to an AFP tally based on Is-
raeli figures.

Speaking to AFP on Saturday,
Bardem said he was "getting
more work than ever” despite
his public campaigning against
Israel’s war in Gaza, something
he attributed to “the narrative
changing” around the conflict.

Other cinema figures, includ-
ing acclaimed actress Susan Sa-
randon, have previously com-
plained about their work drying

The Israeli campaign
has devastated the
Palestinian territory
and killed more than
72,000 people, more
than half of them
women and children,
according to the
Hamas-run health
ministry.

up after their public statements
and decision to sign petitions de-
nouncing Israel’s actions in Gaza
and the occupied West Bank.
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WHO declares international emergency
as Ebola outhreak kills more than 80

Fears of further spread grew when a laboratory on Sunday confirmed a case in the major eastern DRC city of Goma

A total of 88 deaths
and 336 suspected cases
of the highly contagious
haemorrhagic fever have
so far been reported

® WHO director
general Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus expressed
deep disquiet as the
reported cases rise.

® Medical aid group
Doctors Without
Borders (MSF) said

it was preparing a
“large-scale response”

AFP | Kinshasa, DR Congo

he World Health Organi-
Tzation declared an inter-

national health emergen-
cy yesterday over an outbreak
of an Ebola strain in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo that
has killed more than 80 and for
which there is no vaccine.

Fears of further spread grew
when a laboratory on Sunday
confirmed a case in the major
eastern DRC city of Goma, which
is controlled by the Rwan-
da-backed M23 militia.

A total of 88 deaths and 336
suspected cases of the highly
contagious haemorrhagic fever
have so far been reported, the
Africa Centres for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC Africa)
said in an update on Saturday.

“A positive case in Goma has
been confirmed by tests carried
out by the laboratory. It involves
the wife of a man who died of
Ebola in Bunia, who travelled to
Goma after her husband’s death
whilst already infected,” Pro-
fessor Jean-Jacques Muyembe,
director of the Congolese Na-
tional Institute for Biomedical
Research (INRB), told AFP.

WHO director general Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus ex-

ported cases rise.

“I determine that the epidem- cern,” Ghebreyesus posted to pandemic emergency” as de-

health regulations (IHR).

As things stand therefore, the
Geneva-based WHO has declared
its second-highest level of alert
under IHR -- a pandemic being
the highest -- with the global
health body warning the scale
of the current outbreak remains
unclear.

“There are significant uncer-
tainties to the true number of
infected persons and geographic
spread,” the WHO noted.

Medical aid group Doctors
Without Borders (MSF) said it
was preparing a “large-scale re-
sponse”, calling the rapid spread
of the outbreak “extremely con-
cerning”.

“The Bundibugyo strain has
no vaccine, no specific treat-
ment,” DR Congo’s Health Min-
ister Samuel-Roger Kamba said.

“This strain has a very high
fatality rate, which can reach
50 percent.”

Patient zero

The strain -- first identified
in 2007 -- has also killed a Con-
golese national in neighbouring
Uganda, officials said Saturday.

Vaccines are only available for
the Zaire strain, which was iden-
tified in 1976 and has a higher
fatality rate of 60-90 percent.

Health officials had confirmed
the latest outbreak Friday in Itu-
ri province in northeastern DRC,
bordering Uganda and South
Sudan, according to CDC Africa.

“We’ve been seeing people die
for the past two weeks,” said
Isaac Nyakulinda, a local civil
society representative contacted
by AFP by phone.

“There is nowhere to isolate
the sick. They are dying at home
and their bodies are being han-
dled by their family members.”

According to Kamba, patient
zero was a nurse who reported
to a health facility in Ituri’s pro-
vincial capital Bunia on April
24, with symptoms suggesting
Ebola.

Symptoms of the disease in-
clude fever, haemorrhaging and

emergency of international con- “does not meet the criteria of vomiting.

“The number of cases and

pressed deep disquiet as the re- ic constitutes a public health X, albeit adding that as yet it fined by existing international deaths we are seeing in such

a short timeframe, combined
with the spread across several
health zones and now across the
border, is extremely concern-
ing,” says Trish Newport, MSF
Emergency Programme Manag-
er, which is mobilising medical
and support staff to the area.

Large-scale transport of med-
ical equipment is a challenge
in the DRC, a country of more
than 100 million people which
is four times the size of France
but has poor communications
infrastructure.

High risk of spread

Itis the 17th Ebola outbreak to
hit the DRC, and officials warned
of a high risk of spread.

With the outbreak largely con-
centrated in difficult to access
areas few samples have been
lab tested.

But the WHO said the high
positivity rate of initial samples,
the confirmation of cases in two
countries, and the increasing
reports of suspected cases “all
point towards a potentially
much larger outbreak than what
is currently being detected and
reported, with significant local
and regional risk of spread”.

The previous outbreak of Ebo-
la was last August in the region,
with at least 34 people dying be-
fore it was declared eradicated
in December.

The disease, over the past 50
years, has killed around 15,000
people in Africa, despite advanc-
es in vaccines and treatment.

Nearly 2,300 people died in
the deadliest outbreak in the
DRC between 2018 and 2020.

Ebola, believed to have orig-
inated in bats, can cause severe
bleeding and organ failure.

Outbreaks over the past half
century have seen a mortality
rate among those affected of
between 25 percent and 90 per-
cent, according to WHO

The virus spreads from person
to person through bodily fluids
or exposure to the blood of an
infected persons, who become
contagious only once they dis-
play symptoms. The incubation
period can last up to 21 days.

Qantas flight diverted after
man bites flight attendant

AFP | Sydney, Australia

ustralia’s Qantas was
forced to divert a flight
bound for the United States
over a disruptive passenger,
with local media reporting the
man bit a flight attendant.
The flight from Melbourne
was headed to Dallas on Friday
when it was forced to make a
stop-off in Papeete, the capital
of French Polynesia, due to the
disruptive passenger.
The man was restrained by

fellow passengers, with lo-
cal media including national
broadcaster ABC reporting he
bit a member of Qantas staff.

The man was met by local
authorities on arrival and has
been slapped with a no fly ban
on all Qantas planes.

“The safety of our customers
and our crew is our number
one priority and we have zero
tolerance for disruptive or
threatening behaviour on our
flights,” a Qantas spokesperson
told AFP on Sunday.

Bulgaria’s ‘Bangaranga’ wins
Eurovision, with Israel second

AFP | Vienna, Austria

ulgaria won the Eurovision

Song Contest yesterday
with Dara’s catchy floor-fill-
er "Bangaranga” sweeping the
70th edition of the world’s
biggest live televised music
event and pushing into second
place Israel, whose partici-
pation had triggered a major
boycott.

Bulgaria had missed the last
three editions of the glitzy ex-
travaganza but took the crown
in Vienna for the first time ever,
overtaking Israel at the very end

as the points came in, with Ro- Winner Darina Nikolaeva Yotova, aka Dara and representing Bulgaria with the

mania finishing third.

song ‘Bangaranga’ poses with the trophy

Pop singer Darina Yotova,
known as Dara, was not among
the favourites going into Eu-
rovision week but the 27-year-
old gained traction following
a strong performance in the
semi-finals, with her high-
ly-choreographed dance rou-
tines.

"Everything is possible: Bul-
garia just won Eurovision!” Dara
told a press conference.

"I really like breaking rules.
I'm really good with following
my rules -- not anybody else’s.

"We wanted to give to the
audience something new and
fresh, something that is not ex-
pected.”
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Drone strike sparks fire near
UAE nuclear plant

Abu Dhabi says incident is “unacceptable act of aggression”

he United Arab Emir-
Tates said on Sunday
that a drone strike
triggered a fire near its nuclear
power station, describing the
incident as a “dangerous esca-
lation” as authorities opened
an investigation into its source.

The defence ministry said
three drones had entered UAE
airspace from what it described
as the “western border direc-
tion”.

According to officials, two
drones were intercepted, while
the third struck an electrical
generator located outside the
inner perimeter of the Barakah
Nuclear Power Plant in Abu
Dhabi, causing a fire.

Local authorities said the
blaze was brought under con-
trol and confirmed that no
injuries were reported. They
also stressed that the facility’s
radiological safety levels were
not impacted.

The foreign ministry con-
demned the incident as an “un-
acceptable act of aggression”,
adding that the UAE retained
the right to respond to any hos-
tile actions.

It said targeting civilian nu-
clear energy infrastructure was

“a flagrant violation of interna-
tional law, the UN charter, and
the principles of humanitarian
law”.

The defence ministry added
that the country would “firmly
confront any attempts to un-
dermine the country’s secu-

rity”.

Officials did not identify the
origin of the drones. However,
the UAE has previously accused
Iran of being behind attacks on
its energy and economic infra-
structure since regional ten-
sions escalated in recent years.

atar’s
Prime
Minis-
ter Min-
ister of For-
eign Affairs
Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin
Abdulrahman
bin Jassim Al
Thani held a
phone call on
Saturday with
Pakistani Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, discussing region-
al developments and efforts to
reduce tensions, according to
an official statement.

The two leaders reviewed
bilateral relations and ex-
plored ways to strengthen
cooperation between Doha
and Islamabad across various
fields.

They also exchanged views

on the latest regional situa-
tion, with particular attention
to Pakistani-led mediation ef-
forts aimed at de-escalation
and promoting stability.
During the call, Sheikh Mo-
hammed expressed Qatar’s
appreciation for Pakistan’s

Syrian delegation explores Qatar’s
policing and security systems

ecurity and
specialized
departments

at the Ministry of In-
terior in Qatar have
received a delegation
from the Ministry
of Interior of Syria
as part of efforts to
strengthen security co-
operation and exchange
expertise between the
two countries, officials
said.

The visit aimed to
familiarise the Syrian
delegation with Qatar’s
advanced practices in
security and public ser-
vice operations, accord-
ing to the Qatari Minis-
try of Interior.

During the tour, the
delegation visited sev-

eral key departments,
including the Criminal
Evidence and Informa-
tion Department, the
Criminal Investigation
Department, the Airport
Security Department,
and the Economic and
Cyber Crimes Preven-
tion Department.
Officials briefed the
visiting delegation on
operational procedures,
service delivery mech-
anisms, and the latest

technologies and sys-
tems used to enhance
policing efficiency and
improve investigative
capabilities.

The visit reflects what
both sides described as
a shared commitment
to expanding security
cooperation and pro-
moting the exchange of
expertise and best prac-
tices across specialised

technical and security
fields.

UAE, Australia Deepen Ties

he United
Arab Emirates
and Australia

pledged to deepen co-
operation in defence,
security and maritime
safety during high-level
talks in Abu Dhabi on
Sunday, as both sides
reviewed regional and
global developments.

UAE President Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
received Australian Deputy
Prime Minister and Defence
Minister Richard Marles,
where discussions focused on
expanding bilateral ties and
strengthening coordination
in areas of mutual strategic
interest.

According to official re-
marks, the meeting empha-
sized defence and security
collaboration, reflecting

shared priorities in address-
ing evolving regional chal-
lenges and safeguarding in-
ternational stability.

Both sides also exchanged
views on developments in the
Middle East and their wider
implications for global secu-
rity, underscoring the impor-
tance of continued dialogue
amid ongoing regional ten-
sions.

Maritime security featured
prominently in the talks; both

countries highlighted the
need to protect key sea lanes
and ensure the free flow of
trade across critical interna-
tional shipping routes.

The meeting comes as the
UAE and Australia continue
to broaden cooperation
across defence, economic
and diplomatic sectors,
reinforcing what officials
described as a shared
commitment to stability and
international partnership.

TAEA warns on nuclear
site safety risks

he International
Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) reported

that the United Arab Emir-
ates informed it that radiation
levels at the Barakah Nuclear
Power Plant remain normal
following a drone strike that
caused a fire in an electrical
generator outside the site’s
inner perimeter on Sunday
morning.

No injuries were reported in
the incident, which affected
infrastructure located beyond
the nuclear facility’s protected
core area.

According to UAE authori-
ties, emergency diesel genera-
tors activated to supply power
to Unit 3 of the plant, ensuring
continued operational stabil-
ity.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency said it is closely
monitoring the situation and
remains in constant contact
with Emirati officials, adding
that it stands ready to pro-
vide technical assistance if

required.

IAEA Director General Ra-
fael Mariano Grossi expressed
“grave concern” over the inci-
dent, warning that any military
activity near nuclear facilities
poses serious risks.

He reiterated that military
actions threatening nuclear
safety are “unacceptable” and
called for maximum restraint
in the vicinity of nuclear pow-
er plants to prevent the risk of
a potential nuclear accident.

The UAE, a member state of
the TAEA, continues to operate
the Barakah facility under in-
ternational safeguards, with
officials maintaining that nu-
clear safety systems remain
fully functional.

UAE-India Seal Strategic Deals

Agreements span defence, energy, and advanced computing

he United Arab Emirates
Tand India on Sunday re-
inforced their Compre-
hensive Strategic Partnership with
a series of agreements spanning
energy, defence, technology, mar-
itime cooperation and investment,
officials said.

The exchanges were witnessed
in Abu Dhabi by UAE President
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan and Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, underscoring
deepening ties between the two
nations.

In the energy sector, agreements
included cooperation between the
Indian Strategic Petroleum Re-
serves Ltd (ISPRL) and ADNOC
on strategic petroleum reserves,
as well as a long-term liquefied
petroleum gas supply arrangement
between Indian Oil Corporation
and ADNOC.

Defence cooperation was also
expanded through a framework
agreement establishing a strate-
gic defence partnership between
the two countries’ ministries of
defence.

In technology, a major initiative

was announced involving G42,
Mohamed bin Zayed University of
Artificial Intelligence and India’s
C-DAC to develop an eight-exaflop
supercomputing cluster in India,
aimed at boosting high-perfor-
mance computing capabilities.

Maritime and skills development
cooperation included a partner-
ship between Cochin Shipyard and
Drydocks World to establish a ship
repair cluster at Vadinar, alongside
a memorandum of understanding
on training and skills development
in the sector.

On investment, several large-
scale commitments were outlined,
including Emirates NBD’s AED

11.02 billion investment for a 60
percent stake in RBL Bank. The
Abu Dhabi Investment Authority
(ADIA) also committed AED 3.67
billion to India’s National Invest-
ment and Infrastructure Fund,
while International Holding Com-
pany (IHC) announced an AED
3.67 billion investment in Sammaan
Capital.

Officials said the agreements re-
flect growing convergence between
the UAE and India across energy se-
curity, digital infrastructure, defence
cooperation and maritime industry
development, further strengthening
one of the region’s most significant
bilateral relationships.

Qatar, Pakistan Discuss
Ceasefire Efforts

diplomatic initiatives and for
the efforts of other parties in-
volved in mediation that con-
tributed to reaching a ceasefire
between the United States and
Iran, the statement said.

He reaffirmed Qatar’s full
support for Pakistan’s media-
tion role, stressing the impor-
tance of continued engage-
ment by all sides to create
conditions conducive to ne-
gotiations.

The Qatari premier also
emphasized the need for a
comprehensive agreement
that ensures lasting peace and
stability in the region through
peaceful dialogue and diplo-
matic solutions.

Barakah

plant attack
sparks GCC
condemnation

n Sunday, the
Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Gulf

Cooperation Council
(cgcce) strongly con-
demned the “blatant and
hostile attack” on the
United Arab Emirates in-
volving three drones, one
of which targeted the Bar-
akah Nuclear Power Plant
in the Al Dhafra region.

GCC Secretary-Gen-
eral Jassem Mohammed
Al-Budaiwi said the attack
represented a “serious
escalation” and a direct
threat to regional security
and stability.

He warned that target-
ing the Barakah facility
amounted to a clear viola-
tion of international laws
and norms governing the
protection of critical and
nuclear infrastructure. He
noted that such actions
could have catastrophic
consequences for regional
and international security,
as well as for civilians, the
environment, and global
energy supplies.

Al-Budaiwi reaffirmed
the gcc¢’s full support
for the UAE, stressing
that member states stand
firmly behind all meas-
ures taken by the country
to safeguard its security,
stability, and the safety of
its citizens and residents.
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NAFEES AHMED SERVIECS W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33673786 or OSAMAMO-
HAMED855@GAMIL.COM

DAREIK TRADING has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39606062 or ALJU-
NAID.FISHING.EQ@HOTMAIL.COM

PRINCESSES TOUCH W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36176809
or MATMOUDMS1990@GMAIL.COM

LUQMAN ALHADDAD CONTRACTING W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of OP-
ERATOR(EXCAVATION MACHINE), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17730091
or SWEETLOQ@YAHO0.COM

SAID & RAFIQ CO W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36800452 or
SAIEED34393769@GMAIL.COM

TAKWA STAR ALUMINUM AND WELDING
COMPANY W.LL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(METAL CASTING),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38471132 or MOHAMMEDRANABH102@
GMAIL.COM

AUBURN CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
13659111 or tw.bahrain9@gmail.com

CENTRAL CAR SERVICES has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17600347
or A82B12@GMAIL.COM

BABU ELITE CAR SERVICE AND MAINTE-
NANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of AUTOMOBILES MECHANIC, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33164215
or ABBUBOKKAR6@GMAIL.COM

AL ARIF CONTRACTING CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 38038442 or
AHT951291@GMAIL.COM

Cingo Contracting W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 77225050 or satish@cingo-me.com

PERVEEN RAHMANI CAR SERVICE has a
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39296436 or PRACF64@GMAIL.
COM

MUHAMMAD KASHIF ORGANIZATION OF
CONVENTIONS W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39331003
or AISPACEBH@GMAIL.COM

HALSTON PACKAGING AND COMMODITY
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(HAND WRAPPING), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 38826750 or
TALHASADDIQUE219@GMAIL.COM

ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON
ASST, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17551111 or hr.admin@hajihassan.com

MODERN MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL &
TRANSPORT CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17708888
or Imra@mmetc.com

CORE PT CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36400400
or INFO@COREPT.ME

CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17822228 or hrdept@circle.bh

CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17822228 or hrdept@circle.bh

POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of FOREMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39279042 or gm@powertechdevelopment.
com

LAZIZ BURGER W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 34441365
or BABUKETHA@GMAIL.COM

ALMANNAI TRADING & INVESTMENT has a
vacancy for the occupation of ALUMINIUM
TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17697800 or mann-
aigr@mannaigroup.net

G4S Secure Solutions Bahrain W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17714409 or mohamed.husain@
bh.g4s.com

MRA CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for
the occupation of DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36889233 or
MRADC2020@GMAIL.COM

ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of DRIVER/OPERATOR(EARTH
MOVING MACHINES), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17877246 or zainabhr@
aldoorbh.com

AVENUES COSMETICS AND ACCESSORIES
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34446001 or JALWIALTAEI@GMAIL.
COM

BAHRAIN SPECIAL TECHNICAL SERVICES
STS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERINTENDENT(MECHANICAL
MAINT,), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17622082 or info@BAHSTS.COM

ADOLF PACKAGING SERVICES W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 34215349 or YASIRBASHIR5349@
GMAIL.COM

UNIQUE FACILITY SERVICES WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33306469 or CHIRIVELLAHARIKZ@
GMAIL.COM

Bahrain Public Transport Company W.LL.
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.
com

Almoayyed Air Conditioning W.LL. has a
vacancy for the occupation of AIR-CONDI-
TIONING TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com

[BN KHULDOON NATIONAL SCHOOL has
a vacancy for the occupation of TEACHER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17687073 or h.radhi@ikns.edu.bh

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

Danway Electrical & Mechanical Engineering
L.L.C has a vacancy for the occupation of
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17297600 or danbahrain@dan-
wayeme.com

ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION) GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17551111 or
hradmin@hajihassan.com

NAJAAD CAFETERIA has a vacancy for the
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39431339
or ADLALSYAD382@GMAIL.COM

POWER TECH CONTRACTING has a vacancy
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39279042
or gm@powertechdevelopment.com

SHAH ZAMAN CONTRACTING W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34582361 or AMINGUL1958 @GMAIL.COM

BUSY DAY INTERIOR DECORATION W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
37981700 or MF2814567@GMAIL.COM

ABDULLA QASSIM ABDULLA DANEHSHAN
has a vacancy for the occupation of BAK-
ER(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39035503 or WWW.BENYAM-
IN3730@GMAIL.COM

MOFIZE AHMED CARGO HANDLING CO
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 35665237 or MOFIZE8TI@GMAIL.
COM

CARNATION CONTRACTING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33865645 or BOXBIRD.BH@GMAIL.COM
AL ARIF CONTRACTING CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 38038442 or
AHT7951291@GMAIL.COM

ROYAL SARAY RESORT W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 77707070 or
hrm@sevensholding.com

CYCLEPULSE TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39577016
or RAEES@RSLBH.COM

HA ALRASHIED BUILDING CONTRACTING
WLL has a vacancy for the occupation
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17274843 or HAYWARD.TRAD-
ING1@GMAIL.COM

FLOWLEAD MIDDLE EAST COMPANY . S
.P . C. OWNED BY SAUD ABDULAZ has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALES REP-
RESENTATIVE, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39951399 or INFO@ASASAL
JOOD.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY WLL. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17725522
oryousif@aanass.net

KAPPALAM STREET RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COOK(VEGETA-
BLES), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39755678 or Kappaalam@gmail.com

ANWAR ALBAHRAIN FOR CLEANING BAH-
RAINI' PARTNERSHIP  COMPANY has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17400332 or ANWAR-BHR@HOTMAIL.COM

KARAM ALSAMA RESTAURANT has a
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34056656 or boadolbh@gmail.com

GOLDEN CORNER GARAGE. has a vacancy
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39255982
or TAW4855@GMAIL.COM

ALATHEER AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of ACCOUNTING AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36002060 or ELIYAHHOUSE@HOT-
MAIL.COM

B2B TRADING W.LL. has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39623401 or daily-
task3962@gmail.com

ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of  OPERATOR(EXCAVATION
MACHINE), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.
com

JURONG ENGINEERING LIMITED - BAHRAIN
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
DIRECTOR, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 35644355 or vsridhar@jml.com.sg

AL MAARIYA PRINTING & PACKAGING
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(PA-
PER PACKER), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36729990 or RAZA4070@
GMAIL.COM

W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36985802 or MALIKA-
TIF16@GMAIL.COM

M 55 COFFEE SHOP has a vacancy for the
occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33037423 or FATI-
MAALSHARAF4422@GMAIL.COM

DRIVE LINE GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 34022775
or MURALIMOHANDAS7@GMAIL.COM

TUBLI SALON has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39718811 or MATERAZZI85@
HOTMIL.COM

AJWAA WELDING SMITHERY AND FABRI-
CATION has a vacancy for the occupation of
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33332250 or AJWAA3020@HOT-
MAICOM

TOP GRACE CARS SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 35499730
or JAHANZEHALI245@GMAIL.COM

WAHAT RAS RUMAAN CONSTRUCTION
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 37102011 or IMRANHAFEEZ455@
GMAIL.COM

VETRII NEET GATEWAY W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of INSTRUCTOR(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35007544 or ALSAIALUMINIUM.BH@
GMAIL.COM

Zarood Contracting has a vacancy for the
occupation of ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33566335 or info@ZaRooDGROUP.com

ODYSSEY TRADING EST has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39874874 or
BOMAHBOOB@GMAIL.COM

ELREF ELMASREY RESTAURANT W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(AS-
SISTANT), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36663334 or MAADHSALEH87@
GMAIL.COM

COMSIP ALAALIW.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of TECHNICIAN (INSTRUMENT),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17773006 or arnaud.allix@VINCI-ENERGIES.
CoM

RIWAYATI KITCHEN W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36723736 or WAJEEH_HASSAN@HOTMAIL.
COM

ALAALI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17566444 or
alaalico@batelco.com.bh

GOLDEN BOOR CHIMNEY CLEANING SER-
VICES has a vacancy for the occupation
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39950399 or MAHMOOD.
BOOR1986@GMAIL.COM

TTC TECHNICAL SERVICES CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36491434 or mmianbilalg08@gmail.com

SALEH TOWERS CONTRACTING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 66661696
or H610047566@GMAIL.COM

ARROW EXPRESS W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38787504
or ARROWEXPRESS.BH@GMAIL.COM

BLACK SPARROW COMPANY W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36563904 or
MOHSINPERVEZ532@GMAIL.COM

KIMSHEALTH Medical Center B.S.C Closed
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17822123 or metee@meteehah.com

BAHRAIN TIRES FACTORY WLL has a vacan-
cy forthe occupation of TYRES REPAIRMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17784640 or INFO@BATREP.BIZ

GULF TAIPEI CHAINES RESTAURANT has
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17756786  or  KHALILDAWANI@YAHOO.
CO.UK

TIJAAN DENTAL CENTER W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SPECIALISED
DENTIST, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 38490009 or DENTEST79@HOT-
MAIL.COM

COMSIP AL A ALI' W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of WIREMAN(ELECTRICAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17773006 or arnaud.allix@VINCI-ENERGIES.
CoM

ALUMINUM PRODUCTS COMPANY ALUPCO
A SAUDI JOINT STOCK (CLOSED) BRANCH
OF A FOREIGN COMPANY has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALES SPECIALIST,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66772000 or AHMED.K@ALUPCO.COM

MHI POWER MIDDLE EAST LLC BAHRAIN
BRANCH - BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COM-
PANY has a vacancy for the occupation of
MANAGER (PROJECT), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17502828 or CHERIAN.
JOHN.UE@MHI.COM

ATIF INTERIOR DECORATION SERVICES

INFINITY VR GAMING CENTER has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33980804 or HR.SOFHAN59@GMAIL.COM

SEVENTIES KARAK has a vacancy for
the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17578287 or karak1977.bahrain@gmail.com

SALAH ALKOOHEJI CONSULTING - ARCHI-
TECTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36666658 or INFO@
SALAHALKOOHEJI.COM

BU FAROOQ TRADING has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33929797 or FAKHI-
RALBALUSHI@GMAIL.COM

HAFSA TELECOM has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36008131 or AHMEDJAF-
FARADAM@GMAIL.COM

UNIQUE INDEX CO W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33023701
or FARERWAY2@GMAIL.COM

cants can contact 34095598 or POLESTAR-
BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

NICK SERVICE W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34311959 or GALAXY1137@GMAIL.COM

METAPHOR TRADING W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33957000
or MNAVEETH@GMAIL.COM

YOUSIF SHOWAITER SWEETS W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17553457 or YOUSIFSHOWAITER@YAHOO.
COM

INJEE RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the
occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39403031 or MUNEERA_MOON@HOTMAIL.
COM

EBRAHIM HASAN ALOWD AUTO SPARE
PARTS EST has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALES MANAGER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17590952 or EBRA-
HIMALOWD.EST@GMAIL.COM

ENTHUSIASTS GENERAL TRADING W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66600648 or MSAMEERWASEEM@
GMAIL.COM

TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39289289 or team-
co98@gmail.com

ALINE PRIVE BOUTIQUE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN(FAB-
RICS), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33265669 or BKKBH569@GMAIL.COM

Mechanical Contracting & Services Compa-
ny W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM

AL EDRIN AND AZIEL GENERAL TRADING
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of CASHIER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33226786 or EBRAHIMBH500@
GMAIL.COM

AL THABIT AUTOMATIC DOORS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17611755 or fahad@
althabitdoors.com.sa

GULF CITY CLEANING W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39641612
oryousif@aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net

POLKHEL SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34311959 or GALAXY1137@GMAIL.COM

AL RAFAH HOME FOR PACKAGING W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
33668682 or RAFAHHOME@HOTMAIL.COM

LUQMAN ALHADDAD CONTRACTING W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL,  suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17730091
or SWEETLOQ@YAHOO.COM

EXPOSURE W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of PHOTOGRAPHER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36635353 or
MARYAMALZAYANI@GMAIL.COM

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

style generl trading center has a vacancy for
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17300455 or
FARIDA.BADER@GMAIL.COM

ENERFLEX MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of QUALITY INSPEC-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33667675 or hshugair@enerflex.com

AFIFA HASAN EBRAHIM has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 77099116 or
AFEEFAHASANEBRAHIMSALMAN@GMAIL.COM

URBAN CONSTRUCTION BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35685814 or UBCBAH@GMAIL.COM

ALHADDAD CONTRACTING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of A/C MECHANIC,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17566473 or DARSHA@ALHADDAD-BAH-
RAIN.COM

ARABIACORE SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66627665 or HYBRIDMAINTENANCE@YA-
H00.COM

POLESTAR ESTATE & CONSULTATIONS
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified appli-

CROSS WING CONSTRUCTION, CONTRACT-
ING AND CLEANING W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 32047220 or ISHORBHATTARAI990@
GMAIL.COM

FASAJ GENERAL TRADING has a vacancy
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33038364
or FK4876399@GMAIL.COM

AFRICAN GHANA CONSULTANCY AND SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38319938
or QUEENS_GATE@HOTMAIL.COM

THE GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36777767 or NORA@THEGROUP.INC

ABU HAMZA RESTAURANT BAHRAINI
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for
the occupation of WAITER (RESTURANTS),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33469271 or imrantahir395@yahoo.com

BZY BURGER W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17760191 or ABDULLA.
ABUDAHOOM@GMAIL.COM

VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of SECURITY MAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17008217
or JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM

EL ESPACIO GENTS SALON AND SPA has
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33334227 or SAAD.IN.BAHRAIN@GMAIL COM

BLUE SWIMMING CRAB FACTORY FOR PRE-
SERVING FISH has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(FISH CUTTING), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33323995
or clearance@jaradahfish.com

RAWAFID AL HAYA TRADING COMPANY
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 38018754 or BASHEERT-
VR123@GMAIL.COM

HEERA TRADING W.L.L has avacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39967500 or SAN-
JAYGUPTA18121975@GMAIL.COM

Bayanco Contracting Co. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39329326 or BAYANCOGM@GMAIL.COM

ESRAR AKBAR MOTORCYCLE REPAIRING
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33578684 or ESR-
ARAKBAR997@GMAIL.COM

ENERFLEX MIDDLE EAST W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHAN-
ICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33667675 or
bshugair@enerflex.com
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- Fernandes equals assist record
as Man Utd edge Forest thriller

Portuguese midfielder claims twentieth assist of season to help secure third-place finish
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MUMTAZ BIKE STORES has a vacancy for
the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 63006662
or mumtazbike@gmail.com

ALHELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33572333 or hanan@ALHELLI.COM

ALHELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33572333 or hanan@ALHELLI.COM

SMELTERS TECHNICAL SERVICES W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 34039950 or OPERATIONS@SMELT-
ERSTS.COM

RASHAT MUSK SALON has a vacancy for the
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32228534 or
ALHAJEERTUBLICONTRACT@GMAIL.COM

A WORLD MENTOR BAKER has a vacancy
for the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66683387 or hussainalbari@gmail.com

TEATIME W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36960999 or INFOBAH-
RAIN2@GMAIL.COM

AWAIS KHAN FOOD TRANSPORTATION
COMPAMY WLL has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER/PACKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 37786800
or SANA ARSH86@GMAIL.COM

T S S TRADING has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33367000 or wadi-
bahrain@gmail.com

GRILLE TECH TRADING W.LL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36287664 or INFO@GRIL:
LETECHBAHRAIN.COM

POWER TECH CONTRACTING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39279042
or gm@powertechdevelopment.com

ROYAL BAHRAIN HOSPITAL has a vacancy
for the occupation of ASSISTANT MANAG-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17532010 or hussain.alali@royalbhrn.com

TRUSTMARK TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39898461
or CHT43035@GMAIL.COM

DENIZ FOOD PACKING FACTORY W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39577755 or DENIZ BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

CELLMEC FACTORY has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17731312 or md@cellmec.com

ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOP-
MENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17226618 or ACKRO07@
GMAIL.COM

FAST LINK INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66354636 or fastlink bah-
rain@yahoo.com

RUWAIDA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 32302725 or NOORGAZI@GMAIL.
COM

Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co.
W.LL. has a vacancy for the occupation of
ASSISTANT TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17536275 or BEM-
CO@BATELCO.COM.BH

BU FAROOQ TRADING has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33929797
or FAKHIRALBALUSHI@GMAIL.COM

FAST FOUR CONTRACTING CO WL.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33917295 or
AHMED_JAVED@OUTLOOK.COM

METRO FAST GARAGE has a vacancy for
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN(VEHICLES),

suitably qualified applicants can contact
39617586 or ILYASRUBAB@GMAIL.COM

@ United beat Forest
3-2 at Old Trafford

® Mbeumo handball
controversy unpunished

@ Casemiro
received a standing
ovation upon exit

AFP | Manchester

runo Fernandes equalled
Bthe Premier League re-

cord of 20 assists in a
season as Manchester United
secured third place with a 3-2
win over Nottingham Forest
yesterday.

Fernandes moved alongside
Thierry Henry and Kevin De
Bruyne in the single-season
assist list when his cross was
turned in by Bryan Mbeumo for
United’s third goal at Old Traf-
ford.

Mbeumo was also involved
for the game’s most controver-
sial moment when his hand-
ball in the build-up to Matheus
Cunha’s strike went unpunished
despite a VAR review.

Luke Shaw volleyed United in
front after just five minutes, but
Forest did level seven minutes
into the second half when Elliot
Anderson’s cross was headed in
by Morato.

United raced down the other
end and Cunha swept home af-
ter the ball rebounded off Mbeu-
mo’s thigh onto his arm.

Fernandes’ record-equalling

Manchester United’s Portuguese midfielder #08 Bruno Fernandes (R) vies with Nottingham Forest’s English midfielder #10

Morgan Gibbs-White (L)

moment arrived 14 minutes from
full-time when Mbeumo prod-
ded in his drilled cross for his
first goal since February.
Morgan Gibbs-White reduced
the deficit in the 78th minute.
But United held on to add an-
other victory to their impressive
run since interim boss Michael
Carrick arrived in January to re-
place the sacked Ruben Amorim.
Carrick is expected to sign a
two-year contract to remain in
charge on a permanent basis.
“Over the coming days there’ll
be clarity in the situation,” the

assists in a single Premier
League season — a record
Fernandes now shares
with Thierry Henry and
Kevin De Bruyne

European dreams

Elsewhere, Leeds midfielder

former United midfielder said Anton Stach’s World Cup hopes

of his future.

are in jeopardy after the German

was stretchered off in the 1-0

victory against Brighton.

Dominic Calvert-Lewin
scored Leeds’ winner in stop-
page-time at Elland Road to
damage seventh-placed Bright-
on’s hopes of European quali-
fication.

Brentford, in eighth place, also
suffered a blow to their Euro-
pean ambitions in a 2-2 draw
against Crystal Palace.

Ismaila Sarr’s sixth-minute
penalty put Palace ahead before
Dango Ouattara hauled Brent-
ford level in the 40th minute.

Adam Wharton restored Pal-
ace’s advantage with his first
goal for the club in the 52nd
minute, but Ouattara struck

BETTER

VAR asked referee
Michael Salisbury
to review Mbeumo’s
handball for United’s
second goal — and he
upheld his original
decision to allow it,
an outcome described
in the match report
as “an extremely rare
occurrence” in the
VAR era

again in the 88th minute.

Sunderland are in contention
for European qualification after
a 3-1 win at Everton that dent-
ed the hosts’ own ambitions of
making it into continental com-
petition.

Merlin Rohl cast a spell on the
Sunderland defence with his
deflected 43rd-minute opener.

But Brian Brobbey equalised
in the 59th minute and Enzo Le
Fee put ninth-placed Sunder-
land ahead in the 81st minute
before Wilson Isidor wrapped
up the points in stoppage-time.

Fulham’s dreams of Europe
were hampered by a 1-1 draw at
relegated Wolves.

Wolves took the lead through
Mateus Mane’s 25th-minute
blast, with Antonee Robinson
equalising with a penalty in
first-half stoppage-time.

Kohli, Venkatesh dazzle as
Bengaluru qualify for IPL play-offs

RCB's Virat Kohli plays a shot

AFP | Dharamsala

irat Kohli and Venkatesh

Iyer struck half-centuries
to help defending champions
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
become the first team to qual-
ify for the 1PL play-offs with a
23-run win over Punjab Kings
yesterday.

In-form Kohli struck 58 off
37 balls before Venkatesh hit
an unbeaten 73 to steer the
team to 222-4 after being invit-
ed to bat first in the Himalayan
hill town of Dharamsala.

The bowlers, led by Bhuvne-
shwar Kumar, then restrict-
ed Punjab to 199-8 despite a

late batting charge by Mar-
cus Stoinis, who hit 37, and
Shashank Singh, who made
56.

Bengaluru, who won their
first IPL title in 18 attempts last
year, consolidated top spot in
the points table and secured
their place in the play-offs.

Runners-up last year, Pun-
jab, who started the season
with six victories and one
no-result, suffered their sixth
successive defeat and are
no longer in control of their
fate.

The top four teams at the
end of the league stage will
make the playoffs in the 10-
team tournament.

Roma near Champions League return with
derby triumph, Napoli secure top four

AFP | Rome

oma took a huge step to-

wards returning to the
Champions League by beating
local rivals Lazio 2-0 yester-
day in a feisty derby which fin-
ished with both teams down
to 10 men, while Napoli won
3-0 at Pisa to secure a top-four
spot.

Gianluca Mancini smashed
home two headers from cor-
ners, one in each half, at the
Stadio Olimpico to move Roma
up to fourth thanks also to Ju-
ventus’ shock 2-0 home defeat
to Fiorentina.

Roma haven’t played in the
Champions League since being
knocked out in the last 16 by
Porto in 2019, an absence which
has left the capital club lagging
behind their rivals.

But a win next weekend at
relegated Verona will guaran-
tee Roma a spot in Europe’s
elite club competition thanks
to a two-point gap separating
them from both fifth-placed
Como, 1-0 winners against
Parma, and Juve who are now
sixth.

“We should be happy because
now it depends on us, we no
longer have to rely on other
teams’ results,” Roma coach
Gian Piero Gasperini told re-
porters.

“Today can be happy for win-

Roma’s Italian defender #23 Gianluca Mancini heads the ball and scores his
team’s second goal

ning the derby and then we’ll
get to preparing for the next
match, which is huge.”

The derby and all four other
fixtures were pushed forward
by half an hour to avoid a clash
with the men’s final at the Ital-
ian Open tennis tournament,
which will take place a stone’s
throw from the Olimpico later
this afternoon.

A massive security presence
was on show all around the
stadium but the atmosphere
in the ground was one-sided
with the Lazio fans continuing

their months-long boycott of
matches in protest against own-
er Claudio Lotito.

Roma’s loud home support
belted out song after song after
a potentially massive win which
yesterday meant much more
than just local pride.

The volatile nature of the der-
by was highlighted by Nicolo
Rovella and Wesley both be-
ing sent off in a scrap shortly
after Mancini bulleted home
the decisive second goal from
Paulo Dybala’s corner in the
66th minute.
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Hussain Almaskati
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he Bahrain Football Association
T (BFA) has announced the sched-

ule for the 2025-26 promotion
and relegation play-offs, which will
determine the two teams that will com-
pete in next season’s Nasser bin Hamad
Premier League.

Taking part in the play-offs are Pre-
mier League sides Al Najma and Bu-
daiya, alongside First Division clubs Al
Ittihad and Manama. Al Najma finished
10th in the top flight with 22 points,
while Budaiya placed ninth on the same
number of points but with a superior
goal difference. In the First Division,
Al Ittihad secured third place with 46
points, while Manama finished fourth
with 44 points.

Under the approved format, the
four teams will compete in a single
round-robin league system. The teams
finishing first and second in the fi-
nal standings will earn spots in next
season’s Nasser bin Hamad Premier

League, while the remaining two sides Yousif Mojeb in action during Al Najma’s most recent fixture

BFA announces play-off schedule

2025-26 Promotion & Relegation Play-Offs

(All Matches 7PM)

Date Fixture Venue

May 21 Budaiya vs Manama

Bahrain National Stadium

May 21 Al Najma vs Al Ittihad

Al Ahli Club Stadium

May 25 Budaiya vs Al Najma

Bahrain National Stadium

May 25 Manama vs Al Ittihad

Al Ahli Club Stadium

May 30 Al Ittihad vs Budaiya

Al Ahli Club Stadium

May 30 Al Najma vs Manama

will compete in the First Division.

The play-offs are set to begin on
Thursday, May 21. Budaiya will face
Manama at Bahrain National Stadium,
while Al Najma take on Al Ittihad at Al
Ahli Club Stadium. Both matches are
scheduled for 7pm kick-offs.

Action continues on Monday, May 25,
with Budaiya meeting Al Najma at Bah-
rain National Stadium, while Manama
face Al Ittihad at Al Ahli Club Stadium.

The play-offs will conclude on Sat-
urday, May 30, when Al Ittihad face
Budaiya at Al Ahli Club Stadium, while
Al Najma take on Manama at Bahrain

Bahrain National Stadium

National Stadium. Both fixtures will
kick off at 7pm.

The upcoming play-offs are expected
to deliver intense competition, with Al
Najma and Budaiya aiming to preserve
their top-flight status, while Al Ittihad
and Manama seek promotion to Bah-
rain’s premier division.

Meanwhile, Al Ittifaq and East Riffa
have already secured automatic promo-
tion to the Nasser bin Hamad Premier
League for the 2026-27 season. Al Itti-
faq clinched the First Division title after
finishing one point ahead of runners-up
East Riffa.

Xabi Alonso appointed Chelsea

Youssef Kamal finishes runner-up in Dhahran Open

TDT | Manama

Youssef Kamal claimed sec-
ond place in the under-16
category at the Dhahran Open
Tennis Championship, held at
Aramco courts from May 14
to 16 with the participation of
young players from Gulf and
Arab academies and clubs.
The Bahraini youngster
reached the final after a strong

run in the competition before
losing to Jordanian player Saif
Hashem of Tennis Point Acade-
my in straight sets, 6-2, 6-2.
The Bahrain Tennis Feder-
ation fielded 13 junior players
in the tournament as part of
its efforts to provide emerging
talents with greater exposure
to competitive regional events
and help them gain experience
through official matches.
Federation officials said the

participation achieved its devel-
opmental objectives by allowing
players to compete in high-lev-
el matches and adapt to the
demands of tournament play,
while improving their techni-
cal and physical readiness for
future competitions.

The event forms part of
the federation’s wider pro-
gramme aimed at strength-
ening Bahrain’s junior tennis
base and preparing young play-
ers to represent the kingdom
in regional and international
tournaments.

Bahrain Excels at Asian Weightlifting Championships

Minasyan celebrates his triple-medal haul with manager Tariq Al Bastaki

TDT | Manama

t the Asian Weightlifting
Championships 2026, Bah-
rain delivered a strong all-round
showing, collecting multiple
medals across both men’s and
women’s competitions in Ah-
medabad, India.
In the men’s super heav-
yweight category, Bahrain’s
campaign was spearheaded by

Gor Minasyan, who produced
a commanding performance to
win the overall title with a total
of 457kg. He secured gold in
the snatch, silver in the clean
and jerk, and finished top of the
podium in a closely contested
field.

The spotlight of the event
came from Iran’s Alireza Youse-
fi, who claimed clean and jerk
gold with a world record lift of
261kg, becoming the first re-

Aline Maruschack competes in the women’s 86kg category

cord-holder in the newly estab-
lished +110kg category. Despite
that historic lift, he finished
with overall silver on 445kg af-
ter taking bronze in the snatch.
South Korea’s Song Yeonghwan
completed the podium with
bronze in the overall standings
on 416kg.

Bahrain also made an im-
pact in the women’s 86kg cat-
egory through Aline Marus-
chack, who secured silver

overall with a total of 265kg.
China’s Peng Cuiting claimed
gold with 270kg, while South
Korea’s Jang Hyeonju took
bronze.

Maruschack’s performance
stood out for its balance across
lifts, earning her silver in the
snatch, gold in the clean and
jerk, and silver in the overall
standings, reinforcing Bahrain’s
presence in the women’s com-
petition.

manager on four-year deal

Xabi Alonso reacts during a match (file photo)

AFP | London

helsea appointed Xabi

Alonso as the club’s man-
ager yesterday on a four-year
deal from next season with
the Spaniard the latest coach
tasked with turning around the
club’s fortunes.

The Blues lost the FA Cup
final to Manchester City on
Saturday and lie ninth in the
Premier League with two
games of the campaign to go.

Alonso rose to prominence
as one of Europe’s brightest
coaches by guiding Bayer
Leverkusen to an unbeaten
German league and cup double
in the 2023/24 season.

However, he lasted just sev-
en months in the Real Madrid
hotseat. Appointed last year, he
departed the Spanish giants in
January.

“Chelsea Football Club is
delighted to announce the ap-
pointment of Xabi Alonso as
manager of the men’s team,”
Chelsea said in a statement.

“The Spaniard will begin his
role on July 1, 2026, having
agreed a four-year contract at
Stamford Bridge.”

Alonso faces a huge task to
get Chelsea back in the run-
ning for major honours.

Chelsea did win the Club
World Cup and the UEFA Con-
ference League last year but
have little else to show for
well over one billion pounds
($1.35 billion) of spending on
players since US consortium
BlueCo took over in 2022 fol-
lowing Roman Abramovich’s

Liverpool fans had
lobbied heavily for
Alonso to return to
Anfield — where he
starred as a player

for five years — to re-

place the under-pres-
sure Arne Slot

trophy-laden ownership of the
club. Defeat at Wembley on
Saturday means they have now
gone eight seasons without a
domestic trophy.

‘Great talent’

“Chelsea is one of the biggest
clubs in world football and it
fills me with immense pride to
become manager of this great
club,” said Alonso.

“From my conversations
with the ownership group and
sporting leadership, it is clear
we share the same ambition.
We want to build a team capa-
ble of competing consistently
at the highest level and fight-
ing for trophies.

“There is great talent in the
squad and huge potential at
this football club and it will
be my great honour to lead it.
Now the focus is on hard work,
building the right culture and
winning trophies.”
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Bahrain Boost Medal Tally at GCC Games

TDT | Manama

n day six of the Gcc
OGames, Bahrain’s dele-

gation built on an already
strong campaign, dominating
the final athletics events before
carrying that momentum into
table tennis and volleyball.

The athletics programme at
Qatar Sports Club ended in em-
phatic fashion, with nine med-
als collected in total: five gold,
three silver and one bronze, as
the team asserted control across
multiple disciplines.

On the track, a clean sweep
came in the women’s 200m. Rai-
hanah Garoubah took gold in
23.23 seconds, with Aisha Ab-
dulla claiming silver in 23.40
after a closely fought finish. Qa-
tar’s Dana Salem finished third
in 24.44. In the men’s 200m, Ali
Haji secured bronze in 20.80
seconds, behind Oman’s Ali Al
Balushi and Saudi Arabia’s Ab-
dulaziz Atafi.

Strength in depth was again
evident in the middle and
long-distance events. Nelly Ko-
riri won the women’s 1500m in
4:22.56, while Tigest Mekonen
added silver in 4:37.76, finish-
ing ahead of Kuwait’s Amal Al
Roumi. In the men’s 5000m, a
one-two finish followed, with
Abdikani Hamid taking gold in
14:54.95 and Dawit Vikado se-
curing silver in 15:03.19. UAE’s
Obaid Al Nuami took bronze.

In the field events, Noora Jas-
sim claimed gold in the shot put,

Bahrain’s women’s 4x400m relay team celebrate gold

adding to the medal tally and un-
derlining control of the athletics
programme. The session ended
with the women’s 4x400m re-
lay team sealing a commanding
victory in 3:34.29, well clear of
Qatar’s 3:56.95, rounding off a
dominant day on the track.

At the Aspire Dome, Rayan
Rashid added a bronze in the
women’s table tennis singles,
beating compatriot Dana Al
Khayyat 3-2 in the third-place
play-off.

In volleyball at the Aspire

Women’s Sports Hall, the team
maintained a perfect start under
coach Ivan Joksimovic, follow-
ing an opening win over Oman
with a straight-sets victory
against the United Arab Emir-
ates, 25-18, 25-16, 25-15.
Despite squad rotation and
the introduction of new players
including Abdulla Mohammed
Jaafar, control was maintained
throughout. Sayed Hashim Ali
produced a standout moment
with a powerful spike to close
the second set, while Mahmood

Abdulhussain secured the win
in the third.

Bahrain will now move on to
a clash against Saudi Arabia at
6:30 PM tonight, with Qatar ex-
pected to pose their strongest
challenge in the race for the gold
medal. Speaking about their ri-
vals, middle blocker Hassan Ali
Al Warqaa said: “We know what
to expect from Qatar. They have
arelatively unchanged core ros-
ter for 15 years and are very ex-
perienced. Insha’Allah, we will
achieve the title.”

Standings

Rank Country Gold
1 Qatar 39

2 Saudi Arabia 24

3 Bahrain 23

4 Oman 10

5 Kuwait 8

6 UAE 7

Silver  Bronze Total
38 32 109
19 18 64
20 12 55

4 11 25

15 22 45
12 22 41

Bahrain volleyball team celebrate a point during victory over UAE

Bahrain Victorious’
Eulalio holds Giro lead
despite Vingegaard attack

Bahrain - Victorious Portuguese rider Afonso Eulalio, wearing the best young
rider’s white jersey (Maglia Bianca), celebrates on the podium

TDT | Manama

ahrain Victorious rider

Afonso Eulalio retained
the Giro d’Italia leader’s jer-
sey yesterday after limiting his
losses to Jonas Vingegaard on
the demanding ninth stage to
Corno alle Scale.

The Portuguese rider, one
of the revelations of this
year’s race, finished fifth
on the mountainous 184km
stage from Cervia as Jonas
Vingegaard claimed victory
with a late move on the final
climb. Despite conceding 40
seconds to the Dane, Eulalio
preserved an overall lead of
just under two minutes and
30 seconds.

Eulalio, who seized control
of the race with a strong ride

on stage five, again showed
resilience against the Giro fa-

vourite and the other general

classification contenders on a
long and gradual 28km ascent
in warm but breezy conditions.

Austria’s Felix Gall finished
second, 12 seconds behind
Vingegaard, while Davide Pi-
ganzoli took third and Ine-
os rider Thymen Arensman
crossed fourth. Eulalio round-
ed out the top five, managing
to contain the damage on a
stage expected to favour the
pure climbers.

Italian veteran Giulio Cic-
cone animated the stage with
an attack from the early break-
away 10 kilometres from the
summit, although the peloton
eventually reeled him in on the
final slopes.

Bahrain Handball team look to build momentum

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s senior men’s hand-
ball team face Saudi Arabia
tonight at 6:30 PM at the Duhail
Handball Hall in Doha in a key
GCC Games clash that could in-
fluence the early standings.
Bahrain opened their cam-
paign in impressive fashion,
defeating Kuwait 30-21 after
taking control early and main-
taining their intensity through-
out. A 14-10 half-time lead set
the tone, before a dominant sec-
ond half saw them pull away
comfortably. Mohammed Rabia
and Salman Alshowaikh helped
drive the early rhythm, while
Ahmed Kadhem’s impact after

Bahrain coach Robert Hedin during their previous game

the break ensured Bahrain nev-

er let the momentum slip.
Coached by Swedish tactician

Robert Hedin, Bahrain enter the

tournament with growing con-
fidence after a landmark year
in which they captured their
first-ever Asian Men’s Handball

Championship title in Kuwait.

Alshowaikh acknowledged
the challenge ahead, pointing
to the rivalry between the sides:

“Saudi Arabia are a strong
side. We’ve faced them before
in the Islamic Solidarity Games
and the Asian Championship,
and every time they’ve caused
us difficulties. We’re taking it
one game at a time.”

Tonight’s fixture is expected
to be Bahrain’s toughest test so
far in the round-robin format,
with further matches against
hosts Qatar and the UAE still to
come. Qatar currently lead the
standings, with both Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia on two points
after the opening round.

Gulf Cup Draw to Be Held in Jeddah

TDT | Manama

he draw for the 27th edi-
tion of the Arabian Gulf Cup

(“Khaleeji 27”) will take place
on Tuesday in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, ahead of the tournament
scheduled from September 23 to
October 6.

The ceremony will be held at
Cultural Square, within the Arts
Center of the Red Sea Interna-
tional Film Festival.

Matches will be played across
two venues: King Abdullah
Sports City Stadium and Prince
Abdullah Al-Faisal Stadium.

Eight national teams will
compete: the United Arab  Teamswill be placed into four and Iraq (57th), Pot 2 features
Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi Ara- seeding pots based on the latest Saudi Arabia (61st) and the UAE
bia (hosts), Oman, Iraq, Qatar, FIFA rankings released on April (68th), Pot 3 contains Oman
Kuwait, and Yemen. 1. Pot 1 includes Qatar (55th) (79th) and Bahrain (91st), and

Bahrain celebrate Gulf Cup title in January

Pot 4 consists of Kuwait (134th)
and Yemen (149th).

Each group will contain one
team from each pot, with sides
from the same pot unable to
meet in the group stage. As
hosts, Saudi Arabia will lead
Group A, while the UAE will
head Group B as the second
seeded team.

The tournament will feature
two groups of four teams in a
single round-robin format, with
the top two from each group
advancing to the semi-finals.

In the last four, the Group
A winner will face the Group
B runner-up, while the Group
B winner meets the Group A
runner-up. The winners will
advance to the final to decide
the champion.
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