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Napoleon Bonaparte 
proclaimed Emperor of 
France by the French 
Senate

Khodynka Tragedy: A mass panic on Khodyn-
ka Field, Moscow, during the festivities of the 
coronation of Russian Tsar Nicholas II, results 

in the deaths of 1,389 people

 India becomes the sixth nation to ex-
plode an atomic bomb

Sri Lankan Civil War: The LTTE 
are defeated by the Sri Lankan 

government, ending almost 26 years 
of fighting between the two sides.
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Da i l y  av e r a g e  o f 
#COVID19 +ve cases 

from 1 to 8 May was 37, 
144. Down to 35,919 in 
the last week. 10% - 30% 
decrease in 8 districts. 
Active cases down from 
4,45,000 to 3,62,315. 
Lockdown will  bear 
fruit. Let us continue 
to be cautious. We shall 
overcome!

@vijayanpinarayi

The current violence 
in Gaza & Israel only 

perpetuates the cycles 
of death, destruction & 
despair, and pushes far-
ther to the horizon any 
hopes of coexistence & 
peace. Fighting must 
stop immediately. The 
@UN is actively engag-
ing all sides towards an 
immediate ceasefire.

@antonioguterres

Interacted with doc-
tors across India. They 

shared insightful inputs, 
based on their own ex-
periences of curing COV-
ID-19. The determination 
of our doctors during 
these times is remarkable!

@narendramodi

#Cancer affects nearly 
20 million people & 

causes 10 million deaths. 
Responding to the global 
cancer burden requires 
solidarity. I thank @
IARCWHO staff for their 
valued contribution to 
cancer research & con-
gratulate Elisabete Wei-
derpass, @IARC_DIR, for 
her visionary leadership.

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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164,139,714

3,400,790

142,832,376

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+185,707

+3,171

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 245,721 14,327 181,478 49,916

Saudi 
Arabia

433,980 +886 7,174 +12 418,914 7,892

UAE 547,411 +1,229 1,633 +2 527,519 18,259

Kuwait 291,629 1,693 277,820 12,116

Oman 206,297 +786 2,206 +13 191,065 13,026

Qatar 213,485 +302 532 +2 207,796 5,157

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 33,727,307 600,308

2 India 25,227,970 278,751

3 Brazil 15,627,475 435,823

4 France 5,877,787 107,616

5 Turkey 5,127,548 44,983

6 Russia 4,949,573 116,211

7 UK 4,452,756 127,684

8 Italy 4,162,576 124,296

9 Spain 3,615,860 79,432

10 Germany 3,608,143 86,860

11 Argentina 3,307,285 70,522

12 Colombia 3,118,426 81,300

13 Poland 2,855,190 71,675

14 Iran 2,765,485 77,222

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u After much delay and 
on the cusp of a third wave 
of Covid-19 infections, South 
Africa yesterday launched a 
large-scale immunisation drive, 
targeting around five million people 
aged over 60 by the end of June. 
Health Minister Zweli Mkhize was on 
hand as nurses administered jabs at 
an elderly care facility in the mining town 
of Krugersdorp, around 30 kilometres (18 
miles) west of Johannesburg. Among the first 
seniors to receive their vaccinations under 
the mainstream campaign was 89-year-old 
Nobel Peace Prize winner and retired 
archbishop Desmond Tutu.

u Britons streamed into pubs, museums and other indoor 
venues on Monday as the country eased pandemic restrictions. 
“Together we have reached another milestone in our roadmap out of lockdown, 

but we must take this 
next step with a heavy 
dose of caution,” British 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said Sunday. 
“We are keeping the 

spread of the variant first identified in India under close observation and taking 
swift action where infection rates are rising.” Across England, Wales and most of 
Scotland, people on Monday could once again grab a drink, a bite and dine inside 
pubs, restaurants and cafes.

u The US military has offered to provide some Johnson & 
Johnson’s 
(J&J) 
coronavirus 
vaccines for 
South Korean 
troops, the 
defence ministry said on Monday, as South Korea struggles with a shortage of 
COVID-19 shots. The offer comes days before President Moon Jae-in is due to visit 
Washington for his first summit with U.S. President Joe Biden, amid calls for Moon 
to secure more and faster deliveries of U.S.-made vaccines.

u Thailand reported a new daily high of 
nearly 10,000 coronavirus cases yesterday, more 
than two-thirds of them in prisons, as the kingdom battles 
its third wave of the pandemic. The kingdom’s Covid-19 task 
force reported 9,635 new cases, 6,853 of which were among 
prisoners. Nearly half of 24,000 inmates tested at eight 
prisons, mainly in Bangkok and its suburbs, including several where prominent 
democracy activists have been detained, were found to have the virus.

u Drugs with a street value of 
nearly 100 million euros have been seized in 
operations in Africa and the Middle East, including 
two major busts that show how traffickers are 
packing larger loads into their shipments, Interpol 

said yesterday.  Interpol worked with customs and police officials from 41 
countries for two operations in March and April that coordinated enforcement 
action at borders and other hotspots.

Britain 
eases virus 
lockdown

US military 
offers J&J vaccines 
for South Korean 
troops

Thailand 
virus cases 
soar with 
prison 

clusters

Cannabis and 
cocaine seized in 
big Niger and South 

Africa drug busts

South Africa 
launches large-
scale vaccination 

rollout

The affair came to light 
after the Microsoft 

employee wrote to the 
board in 2019 detailing 
it - and allegedly asked 
that Gates’ estranged 

wife Melinda Gates, 56, 
read the letter.

Gates, 65, quit the 
board suddenly in 
March 2020 while 
the investigation 

was still underway. 

The New York Times re-
ported that Gates asked 
two women who worked 
at Microsoft and his phil-

anthropic foundation 
out on dates while still 

married to Melinda.

KNOW WHAT

Bill Gates had an affair 
with an employee?

Reu-
ters 

M
icrosoft con-

d u c t e d  a  p ro b e 
into co-founder Bill 

Gates’ involvement 
with an employ-

ee almost 20 
y e a r s  a g o 
after it was 
told in 2019 
t h a t  h e 
had tried 

to start a romantic relation-
ship with the person, the 
company said on Monday.

Microsoft said it had re-
ceived a concern in the lat-
ter half of 2019 that Gates 
“had sought to initiate an 
intimate relationship with 
a company employee in 
the year 2000,” a Microsoft 
spokesman said in a state-
ment.

“A committee of the Board 
reviewed the concern, aid-
ed by an outside law firm to 
conduct a thorough inves-
tigation. Throughout the 
investigation, Microsoft 
provided extensive support 

to the employee who raised 
the concern,” the statement 
said.

The Wall Street Journal 
reported on Sunday that 

Microsoft’s board had 
decided that Gates’ in-

volvement with the female 
employee was inappro-
priate and he needed to 

step down in 2020, citing 
people familiar with the 

matter.

The Microsoft spokes-
man declined to com-

ment  on whether  the 
board had decided Gates  
should go.

In a statement to the Wall 
Street Journal, a spokesman 
for Gates said his decision 
to leave the board of Mi-
crosoft had nothing to do 
with his involvement with 
an employee.

“There was an affair al-
most 20 years ago which 
ended amicably. Bill’s de-
cision to transition off the 
board was in no way related 
to this matter,” the state-
ment said.

“In fact, he had expressed 
an interest in spending 

more time on his philan-
thropy starting several 
years earlier.”

A spokesman for the 
Gates Foundation told Reu-
ters it stood by the state-
ment to the paper.

The billionaire,  who 
co -founded Microsoft 
in 1975 and served as its 
CEO until 2000, said in 
March 2020 that he was 
stepping down from the 
board to focus more on  
philanthropy.

Gates and his wife Melin-
da filed for divorce earlier 
this month after 27 years of 
marriage.

2020

Dubai ruler 
dissolves 
tribunal 
for settling 
disputes with 
home lenders
Reuters 

Dubai’s ruler dissolved 
by decree a special 

tribunal formed after the 
global financial crisis over 
a decade ago to settle dis-
putes related to real estate 
lenders Amlak Finance and 
Tamweel, the government 
media office said on Twitter 
yesterday. 

Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum or-
dered the creation of the 
special judicial committee 
in 2009 to protect creditors 
of mortgage lenders Am-
lak and Tamweel following 
the debt and property crisis 
that wobbled the emirate’s 
economy.

“Pursuant to the Decree, 
all complaint and lawsuits 
that have been reviewed by 
the Special Tribunal and ha-
ven’t received a final judg-
ment will be referred to the 
concerned Court of First 
Instance at Dubai Courts,” 
a statement on Sheikh Mo-
hammed’s website said.

Dubai eases COVID-19 
restrictions, allows full 
hotel capacity

Reuters 

Dubai yesterday eased COVID-19 restrictions, allowing hotels 
in the regional tourism hub to operate at full capacity and 

permitting concerts and sports events where all attendees and 
participants have been vaccinated.

The United Arab Emirates ranks highly globally for COVID-19 
testing and vaccination rates.

Social distancing and compulsory face masks will continue, 
Dubai’s Supreme Committee of Crisis and Disaster Manage-
ment said. Capacities for restaurants and entertainment venues 
also increased.

Dubai has pushed to keep its economy, which relies on inter-
national trade and business, open through the pandemic after 
an initial lockdown. The emirate is due to host the Expo 2020 
world fair from October, hoping to attract millions of overseas 
visitors.

The UAE has in recent weeks banned entry from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka to guard against the 
spread of the highly contagious Indian variant.

Saudi to reopen 
to foreign 
tourists soon, 
official says

Reuters 

Saudi Arabia plans to 
soon reopen to foreign 

tourists, a senior tourism 
official said yesterday af-
ter the kingdom announced 
the lifting of quarantine re-
strictions for certain foreign 
arrivals.

The kingdom announced 
late on Sunday that non-cit-
izens arriving from certain 
countries and who were 
fully vaccinated against or 
recently recovered from 
COVID-19 would no longer 
be required to quarantine 
in designated government 
hotels.

Those new measures, 
however, only apply to res-
idents, government and 
business travellers or those 
visiting friends and family 
but not foreign tourists, ac-
cording to the Saudi Tour-
ism Authority (STA).

STA Chief Executive Fahd 
Hamidaddin said the king-
dom would reopen to for-
eign tourists this year with 
an announcement expected 
to be made “very soon.”

Hamidaddin declined to 
say exactly when.

Saudi Arabia liberalised 
its tourism industry in 2019, 
making it easier for foreign-
ers to apply for tourist vi-
sas to the kingdom that had 
been relatively closed off for 
decades.

Hamidaddin said the 
kingdom was still target-
ing 100 million annual vis-
its by 2030, up from about 
40 million a year before the 
pandemic. It was also still 
targeting for tourism to ac-
count for 10% of GDP, up 
from 3%, by 2030, he said.

Tourists watch Saudi men 
perform a traditional folk dance

Chile’s govt 
in shock loss 
as voters pick 
independents 
to draft 
constitution

Reuters 

Chile’s center-right rul-
ing coalition suffered a 

shock loss on Sunday night 
after failing to secure a crit-
ical one-third of seats in 
the body that will draft the 
country’s new constitution.

With 90% of the votes 
counted, candidates backed 
by President Sebastian Pin-
era’s centre-right Chile Va-
mos coalition had won only 
a fifth while independents 
picked up the most votes. 
New proposals will require 
two-thirds approval and 
without a third of the dele-
gates, the government will 
struggle to block radical 
changes to the constitution 
unless it can forge new al-
liances.

The result and defeats for 
Chile Vamos candidates in 
mayoral, governatorial and 
municipal elections held at 
the same time bode ill for 
the ruling coalition ahead 
of general and presidential 
elections in November.

Poll workers wearing protective 
masks sort through and count 
the votes

Bengal tiger found unharmed after week missing in Texas
AFP News

A Bengal tiger last seen a week 
ago roaming the lawns of 

suburban Houston and terrifying 
locals has been found unharmed 
and was moved Sunday to an an-
imal sanctuary, police said.

“We got him, and he’s healthy,” 
Houston police commander Ron 
Borza was seen saying in a video.

The animal, named India, had 
been in the custody of the wife 
of its owner, a 26-year-old man 
seen in social media videos last 
week kissing the untethered tiger 
before placing it into his car and 
driving off.

The man, identified as Victor 

Cuevas, was arrested Monday, 
freed Wednesday, then re-arrest-
ed Friday. He had faced a past 
murder charge.

When the incident began May 
9, frightened neighbors saw the 
nine-month-old tiger wandering 
through their yards in a residen-
tial neighbourhood.

Videos showed an off-duty 
sheriff ’s deputy pulling a gun 
when he saw the tiger, before 
Cuevas arrived to take it away.

The animal was recovered by 
the owner’s wife, and she agreed 
to hand it over to police, Borza 
told reporters late Saturday.

He did not say where the big cat 

had spent the week but stressed 
that the woman had always 
known its whereabouts.

“We are happy to report that 
the missing tiger seen in a Hou-
ston neighborhood last week has 
been found and appears to be 
unharmed,” city police said.

Easy to catch a tiger?
Owning a tiger is illegal within 

Houston city limits -- though it 
is permitted in many parts of the 
state under certain conditions 
-- but police said Cuevas’s wife 
would face no charges.

Still, Borza told reporters, “You 
should not have that in your 

home. It’s not good for the tiger.”
The Houston Police Depart-

ment released a video of the 
175-pound (80-kilogram) tiger 
being petted and given a drink.

The big cat was transported to 
the Cleveland Amory Black Beau-
ty Ranch in Murchison, Texas, 
where it will have its own habi-
tat with half an acre of land (0.2 
hectare), including a wooded area 
and pool.

“Our goal is to provide him the 
best quality of life for the rest of 
his life,” ranch director Noelle 
Almrud told a press conference.

Almrud told reporters that In-
dia would go into quarantine for 

30 days before being introduced 
to its new habitat, although he 
looked healthy based on an initial 
visual inspection.

Texas is known for having a 
large number of tigers in captivity.

Nationwide, the WWF conser-
vation group estimates that there 
are some 5,000 tigers living in 
captivity, a number greater than 
the entire world population of 
wild tigers.

Borza, in his news conference, 
thanked the Houston police of-
ficers who helped track the an-
imal down. “I think the public 
thought it’d be easy to catch a ti-
ger,” he said. “But it wasn’t at all.”

A Bengal tiger called “India” is seen in a cage after being captured by authorities 
nearly a week after being seen roaming in Houston

Monster cyclone makes landfall in India, Gujarat evacuates over 200,000
AFP News 

M ore than 200,000 people 
were evacuated from their 

homes in the Indian state of Gu-
jarat and authorities shut ports 
and major airports as the most 
powerful cyclone in more than 
two decades made landfall in the 
state late yesterday. 

Rain intensified and several 
incidents of power outages were 
reported in the state. Electricity 
pylons and trees were uprooted 
and buildings were damaged in 
coastal areas of Gujarat, state au-
thorities said.

With the worst of the storm 
expected to last for several hours 
after it slammed into the state’s 
coast, it piles more pressure on 
Indian authorities already strug-
gling with a huge caseload of COV-
ID-19 infections.

“This cyclone is a terrible dou-
ble blow for millions of people in 
India whose families have been 

struck down by record COVID in-
fections and deaths. Many fami-
lies are barely staying afloat,” said 
Udaya Regmi, South Asia head of 
delegation, International Federa-
tion of Red Cross.

The cyclone has already killed 
at least 16 people and left a trail 
of destruction as it brushed past 
the coastal states of Kerala, Kar-

nataka, Goa and Maharashtra, the 
authorities said.

“The landfall process has start-
ed, and it is expected to last for 
four hours. The intensity of the 
Cyclone Tauktae will go down 
once it is over,” Gujarat Chief 
Minister Vijay Rupani said in a 
social media address on late Mon-
day evening.

State revenue secretary Pankaj 
Kumar told Reuters it would be 
the most severe cyclone to hit 
Gujarat in at least 20 years. A 1998 
cyclone killed at least 4,000 peo-
ple and caused hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in damage in Gu-
jarat. Regmi said the Indian Red 
Cross Emergency team was work-
ing with authorities and helping 

with the evacuations from low 
lying areas to relief centres fur-
ther inland in the face of what he 
called a “monster storm”.

The Indian Meteorological 
Department (IMD) categorised 
the storm, which formed in the 
Arabian Sea, as an “extremely 
severe” storm, upgrading it from 
“very severe”.

A damaged car is seen on a road after a tree fell on it Passenger buses are stranded on a waterlogged road

France, Germany and Spain 
strike deal over joint combat jet
Reuters 

France, Ger-
many and 

Spain said on 
Monday they 
had reached a 
deal over the next steps of the 
development of a new fighter 
jet, Europe’s largest defence 
project at an estimated cost 
of more than 100 billion euros 
($121.4 billion).

France in particular has 
billed the combat jet project -- 
which includes a next-gener-
ation manned and unmanned 
aircraft -- as crucial for Europe 
to strengthen its defence au-
tonomy and face competition 
from China, Russia and the 
United States.

The next development 
phase for the Future Combat 
Air System (FCAS) is expected 
to cost 3.5 billion euros ($4.25 

billion), to be 
shared equal-
ly by the three 
countries.

“ F r a n c e , 
G e r m a n y 
a n d  S p a i n 

are building one of the most 
important tools for their sov-
ereignty and that of Europe 
in the 21st century,” French 
Armed Forces Minister Flor-
ence Parly tweeted.

France’s Dassault Aviation, 
Airbus and Indra - the latter 
two representing Germany 
and Spain respectively - are 
involved in the scheme to start 
replacing French Rafale and 
German and Spanish Euro-
fighters from 2040. The sum 
will cover finalisation of the 
designs of both the combat 
jet and drone by 2024 and the 
building of demonstrators for 
both.

China to relax birth 
policy
Reuters 

China will tread careful-
ly in relaxing its birth 

policies for fear of harm-
ing social stability, even as 
the latest census highlights 
the urgency to address the 
country’s declining birth 
trends and ageing popula-
tion, policy sources said.

Expectations for birth 
policy reforms are rising 
after the 2020 census last 
week showed China’s pop-
ulation grew at its slowest 
in the last decade since the 
1950s as births declined and 
ageing accelerated.

A fertility rate of 1.3 chil-
dren per woman in 2020, 
on par with ageing societies 
like Japan and Italy, under-
scores the risk for China: 
the world’s second-biggest 
economy may already be 
in irreversible population 
decline without having first 
accumulated the household 
wealth of G7 nations.


