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Al Ahli Hold Firm as

Riffa Strike Late

Matchweek 18 of the
Nasser bin Hamad
Premier League
continued yesterday with
Al Ahli edging Bahrain
Club 2-1, while Riffa
struck late to beat A’ali
1-0 and stay in the upper
half of the table. | P12

Trump signals Iran deal near, hails ‘brilliant day for world’

THE

txibune

DAILY

Bahrain face demanding volleyball schedule

BUSINESS e BisB announces deferral programme

Worst since

Bahrain rebuts
Iran allegations
at UN

TDT | Manama

B ahrain has firmly reject-
ed allegations made by
Iranin aletter submitted to
the United Nations on April
13,2026.

In a response addressed
to the UN Secretary-Gener-
al and the President of the
Security Council, Bahrain’s
Permanent Mission to the
United Nations in New York
reaffirmed the Kingdom’s
full commitment to interna-
tional law while condemn-
ing what it described as
unjustified Iranian attacks
targeting Bahrain.

The communication
marks the tenth in a series
of official letters countering
Iran’s claims.

Bahrain said Iran contin-
ues to distort facts despite
having used force against
Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil states, noting that GCC
members have collectively
rejected such actions and
called for de-escalation.

It also stressed that mis-
sile and drone attacks tar-
geting residential areas
and critical infrastructure
in the Kingdom violate its
sovereignty and territorial
integrity, as well as the UN
Charter, international hu-
man rights law, and inter-
national humanitarian law.

Sea Routes
Protected

B

TDT | Manama

r. Abdullatif bin Rashid
Al Zayani, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Bahrain,
has reaffirmed the King-
dom’s commitment to safe-
guarding freedom of naviga-
tion across all international
waterways, stressing the
need to translate global con-
sensus into concrete action.
Speaking at a high-level
virtual summit on freedom
of navigation in the Strait of
Hormuz, Dr. Al Zayani said
Bahrain will continue its
diplomatic efforts and will
submit a draft resolution to
the United Nations Security
Council aimed at securing
maritime routes globally.
The summit, co-chaired by
French President Emmanuel
Macron and UK Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer, brought
together leaders and officials
from around 50 countries.

220 fils (includes VAT)
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2nd World War

H.E. Shaikh Salman: ‘economic terrorism’ could shake global trade

Over 5,000
missiles and drones
launched in 40 days,
targeting civilian and
key infrastructure

® Bahrain warns of
biggest global supply
chain disruption

risk in decades

Strait of Hormuz
flagged as critical
chokepoint for global
energy trade

TDT | Manama

fter 40 days of sustained
missile and drone at-
tacks that rattled re-

gional security and disrupted
global supply chains, Bahrain’s
Finance Minister warned that
the crisis now poses the most
serious threat to international
trade since the Second World
War.

Speaking at the Spring Meet-
ings of the World Bank Group
and the International Monetary
Fund, H.E. Shaikh Salman bin
Khalifa Al Khalifa described
what he called an unprecedent-
ed wave of attacks targeting Gulf
Cooperation Council nations
and the Kingdom of Jordan.

He said the assault lasted “40
days and 40 nights,” involv-
ing more than 5,000 missiles
and drones, with over 1,000
launched within the first 24
hours alone. According to the
minister, the strikes—attributed
to Iran—targeted both civilian
and strategic infrastructure.

“Residential areas, educa-

H.E. SHAIKH SALMAN BIN KHALIFA AL KHALIFA

U.S. Air Force F-16s conduct readiness patrols across the U.S. Central Command
area, reinforcing the forward military posture in the Middle East.

tional institutions, commercial
buildings, airports, ports, power
plants, oil and gas infrastruc-
ture, and other critical facili-
ties were hit,” he said, noting
that the attacks resulted in loss
of life, injuries, and extensive
damage.Despite the scale of the
assault, Shaikh Salman praised
the response of national insti-
tutions and the resilience of
citizens and residents. “Today,
we stand strong, proud of our
armed forces, our security and
civil defence institutions, and
our communities,” he said.

He also acknowledged the
support of international part-

ners, expressing gratitude to
regional allies as well as the
United States and other global
partners for standing “shoulder
to shoulder” in defence of the
region.

Turning to global implica-
tions, the minister issued a stark
warning over maritime security,
particularly any attempts to dis-
rupt the Strait of Hormuz. He
described such actions as “eco-
nomic terrorism,” stressing that
the waterway carries more than
20 per cent of the world’s oil and
liquefied natural gas, along with
significant volumes of alumini-
um and fertiliser exports.

He cautioned that any pro-
longed disruption could trigger
the largest shock to global sup-
ply chains in decades.

Highlighting diplomatic de-
velopments, Shaikh Salman
pointed to the adoption of
United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 2817, calling it a
“historic” step that sends a clear
international message.

He urged a coordinated global
response to the unfolding crisis,
calling for stronger internation-
al cooperation to address both
security and economic risks.

The minister also stressed the
need to advance broader region-
al diplomacy, including efforts
towards a durable ceasefire in
Lebanon and improved human-
itarian conditions in Gaza. He
framed the situation as a defin-
ing moment for the internation-
al community.

“This is a conflict between
those who seek a peaceful and
prosperous future and those
who seek to drag the region
backwards,” he said.

Reinforcing the urgency of
the moment, Shaikh Salman
called on global institutions to
step up support. “We call on
the World Bank and the inter-
national community to support
us,” he added, underscoring the
need for sustained cooperation
to restore stability.

40

Iran’s assault lasted “40
days and 40 nights,”
involving more than

5,000 missiles and drones,
with over 1,000 launched
within the first 24 hours
alone

Five convicted in expired food scam, warehouses shut

Owner fined
BD103,000

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

he Second Lower Criminal
Court has convicted five
defendants in a case involving
the sale of expired food. The

company owner was fined
BD103,000, while four Asian
workers received prison terms
of six months to one year, fol-
lowed by permanent deporta-
tion.

Warehouses closed

The court ordered the de-
struction of spoiled goods and
confiscation of tools used. Two
warehouses were shut for six
months, with the ruling to be

published at the defendants’
expense once final.

The group was found guilty of
repackaging expired food, alter-
ing expiry dates, and selling the
items without proper licences.

Tip-off leads to raid

The case began with a com-
plaint to Hamad Town Police
Station. Inspectors from the
Ministry of Industry and Com-
merce raided the warehouse,

seizing relabelled goods, and
later uncovered a second site
used for both food storage and
unauthorised activities.

The Public Prosecution de-
tained the suspects, seized the
facilities, and assigned experts
to trace affected products before
referring the case to court.

Authorities warned that such
practices pose serious risks to
public health and food safety.

Peace in Congo
must go beyond

promises: Bahrain
TDT | Manama

ahrain led a meeting of

the United Nations Se-
curity Council on the ongo-
ing crisis in Africa’s Great
Lakes region, stressing the
urgent need for a ceasefire
in eastern Democratic Re-
public of the Congo (DRC).

UN officials briefed mem-
bers on the latest situation,
noting that while peace
talks are showing some pro-
gress, tensions and violence
on the ground continue.

Speaking for Bahrain,
diplomat Soma Al Alaiwat
said this is a critical mo-
ment. She called for armed
groups in eastern DRC to
withdraw from occupied
areas and urged stronger
protection for civilians. She
also highlighted the need to
allow aid to reach those in
need and to address deep-
er issues like illegal mining
and armed conflict.

Al Alaiwat emphasised
that women must play a
bigger role in peace efforts,
praising initiatives that
bring their voices into de-
cision-making.

She concluded by saying
peace should be judged not
by agreements on paper,
but by real improvements
in people’s lives, calling for
faster and more effective
action on the ground.

us says Israel
‘prohibited’ by
Uus from bombing

Lebanon
Las Vegas, United States

President Donald Trump
said yesterday the Unit-
ed States had “prohibited”
Israel from bombing Leb-
anon following a ceasefire
deal, adding that Wash-
ington would work with
Lebanon to “deal with”
Hezbollah. “Israel will not
be bombing Lebanon any
longer. They are PROHIB-
ITED from doing so by the
U.S.A. Enough is enough!!!”
Trump said on his Truth So-
cial network, a day after an-
nouncing the 10-day truce.
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Doctors warn of growing spring allergy wave in Bahrain

Outdoor
workers face higher
exposure risks

® Misdiagnosed
“summer colds” delay
proper treatment

Children, asthma
patients among
high-risk groups

Neethu Vv
TDT | Manama

ahrain is experiencing a
Bfamiliar seasonal shift,

with some residents no-
ticing an uptick in sneezing,
watery eyes, eczema flare-ups,
and mild respiratory irritation
— symptoms commonly linked
to spring allergies.

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, Dr Eman Al-Asoomi, a
family physician, noted that
while allergies are often viewed
as a minor nuisance, they can
significantly affect sleep, pro-
ductivity, and overall quality of
life for many individuals.

“Currently, the region is en-
tering a peak period where ris-
ing temperatures, pollen release
from date palms and flower-
ing plants, and recurring dust
storms combine to create a high

-

DR EMAN AL-ASOOMI

DR JALAL ABDULLAH KALAM

/PREVENTIVE CARE

oth doctors emphasised

that consistent preventive
measures can significantly re-
duce symptom burden during
the allergy season.

They advised patients to
take practical steps at home
and outdoors. At home, this
includes keeping windows
closed during peak pollen
hours — such as early morning
and late afternoon — and dur-
ing dust storms; using HEPA
air purifiers in bedrooms;
vacuuming with HEPA filters
twice a week; damp-dusting
regularly; washing bed lin-

\_ens in hot water weekly; and

\

removing shoes at the door
and showering before bed to
reduce allergen exposure.

Outdoors, they recommend
wearing sunglasses and masks
on windy or dusty days, avoid-
ing early morning outdoor
exercise when pollen levels
peak, and using saline nasal
rinses after returning home
to clear allergens.

If symptoms persist despite
these measures, non-sedating
antihistamines or topical na-
sal steroid sprays may help.
However, patients are advised
to consult a doctor before
starting regular medication.

J

load of airborne irritants. This

- allergy season is expected to

intensify over the coming weeks

. and may extend into early sum-

mer,” she said.

She added that there has been
anoticeable uptick in allergy-re-
lated complaints over the past

four to six weeks, consistent
with seasonal patterns as Bah-
rain transitions from mild win-
ter to warmer spring conditions.

“Patients are presenting more
often with nasal congestion,
sneezing, itchy eyes, and dry
cough — symptoms that are

often mistaken for a mild vi-
ral illness but typically persist
without fever. A key challenge
is that many patients attribute
these symptoms to a recurrent
‘summer cold’ and delay seeking
care until complications such as
sinusitis, sleep disturbance, or
worsening of underlying con-
ditions develop.”

“Pollen allergy is common
but often under-recognised,”
said Dr Eman. “Many patients
assume their symptoms are
only due to dust exposure or
recurrent colds. In my clinic,
seasonal respiratory complaints
during spring and early autumn
often have a clear allergic com-
ponent, confirmed by history
or response to antihistamines.
Pollen allergy is definitely not
rare, but it is less frequent than
perennial dust or pet dander al-
lergy in Bahrain’s indoor-heavy
lifestyle.”

Another family medicine
consultant, Dr Jalal Abdullah
Kalam, noted that during peak
allergy periods, some individu-
als may experience heightened
sensitivity overall.

“In clinical practice, patients
prone to allergies may report
stronger reactions to triggers
such as certain foods, including
shellfish or nuts, as the immune
system appears more reactive
during these periods. While ev-
idence remains limited, thisis a
commonly observed pattern in
practice,” he said.

He added that those who
spend extended time outdoors,
such as delivery personnel and
other outdoor workers, are
more frequently affected due
to higher exposure to dust and
airborne particles.

Dr Eman further highlighted
that high-risk groups include
patients with allergic rhinitis,
individuals with asthma, chil-
dren — especially preschool and
school-aged — patients with
eczema, and older adults with
COPD or heart disease.

Tying expat licences to
residency sparks debate

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

riving licences of
non-Bahrainis could
soon be linked to the

validity of their residency per-
mits, if lawmakers approve a
new bill under consideration.

One of two proposals up for
avote would also allow execu-
tive regulations to set separate
rules for foreign applicants.

Urging MPs to back the
measures, the Foreign Affairs,
Defence and National Security
Committee said the changes
could help ease traffic con-
gestion by giving authorities
greater control over the issu-
ance of licences to non-Bah-
rainis.

Government flags practical
concerns

The government, howev-
er, warned of implementation
challenges. It noted that ex-
isting rules already require
lawful residency as a basic
condition for issuing or re-
newing a driving licence for
non-Bahrainis.

According to officials, link-
ing licences directly to resi-
dency permits could create
complications related to fees,
renewal timelines, and cas-
es where residency periods
are shorter or longer than the
standard five-year licence
term.

Ministers also argued that
the proposal may not achieve
its intended goal in all cases.
For instance, Bahrain’s gold-
enresidency permit
is valid for 10 .
years—double

the dura- oo
tion of a r .
stand- i i ! f
ard

|

2

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Housing demand in Bahrain
is surging, with applica-
tions nearing 47,000 and carry-
ing an estimated value of BD10.8
billion, according to figures from
the Ministry of Housing and Ur-
ban Planning,.

MP Jalal Kazem Mahfoodh

liamentary query by MPp Jalal
Mahfoodh.

To keep pace, the govern-
ment has ramped up spending,
allocating up to BD900 mil-
lion annually between 2023
and 2025 to accelerate hous-
ing projects and cut waiting
times.

Officials say 23 housing pro-

The pressure continues to filed, highlighting the steady jects have been rolled out in
build. In 2025 alone, around rise in demand. The data was recent years, delivering thou-
17,190 new applications were released in response to a par- sands of homes to citizens. At

driving licence. They stressed
that residency permits and
driving licences serve differ-
ent purposes and should not
be formally tied. Concerns
were also raised about poten-
tial implications for Bahrain’s
reciprocal arrangements with
other countries.

Rights and administrative
concerns raised

The Interior Ministry ech-
oed these concerns in written
submissions and meetings in
November 2024 and January
2025, warning the proposal
could create uneven renew-
al cycles—from one to five
years—and strain the General
Directorate of Traffic.

It also cited a Constitutional
Court ruling, noting that re-
stricting a foreigner’s ability
to drive could touch on fun-
damental rights.

The second bill drew strong-
er criticism. It would allow ex-
ecutive regulations to set sep-
arate rules for foreign appli-
cants, which the government
said is unnecessary as current
provisions already permit this.

The Justice and Interior
ministries agreed, adding the
measure would not ease con-
gestion and could conflict with
freedom of movement.

The National Institution
for Human Rights also raised
concerns, saying core rules on
issuing licences should remain
in law, with regulations limit-
ed to implementation. Broad
delegation, it warned, could
raise questions over compli-
ance with Article 12 of the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil

m and Political Rights.

Committee stance
unchanged

Despite these objections,
the committee retained the
core provisions of both bills. It
did, however, propose a minor
amendment to the preamble,
replacing the reference to
| the 2018 amendment with
the phrase “and its amend-
ments” in citing the Traffic
Law.

Hassan BuKhammas,
Chairman of Parliament’s

Foreign Affairs, Defence

and National

£ Security Committee

Auto-renewal plan to ease housing finance delays

new regulatory step is set

to ease pressure on hous-

ing applicants, with expired

housing finance eligibility cer-

tificates to be automatically
extended by three months.

The measure covers all cer-

tificates that expired in March

and April this year, with ben-

eficiaries not required to take

any action or visit service cen-
tres.

The ministry said the move
is aimed at ensuring unin-
terrupted processing of ap-
plications, allowing citizens
continued access to hous-
ing finance services even
after their certificates have
lapsed.

the same time, support schemes
remain in place, offering hous-
ing loans, subsidised financing,
and public-private partnership
initiatives such as “Tas’heel”
and “Mazaya”. Efforts are also
underway to expand affordable
housing through private sector
collaboration, with major de-
velopments progressing in areas
like East Sitra and Salman City
as part of broader plans to build
integrated urban communities.
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Employment Drive

Key Labour, Welfare and Industrial Policy Decisions to Review

ore than 4,700 jobseek-
ers in Bahrain have
secured employment

through the government’s “three
job offers” initiative, according
to the Ministry of Labour, which
said the programme has shown
steady results under the National
Employment Platform.

By the end 0f 2025, the scheme
presented 18,657 registered job-
seekers with at least three job
opportunities or interviews;
4,746 of these subsequently en-
tered employment through plat-
form-listed vacancies.

The Ministry of Labour said
the figures reflect only those
officially recorded as insured
employees with the Social In-
surance Organisation, meaning
the total number of individuals
entering private-sector jobs may
be higher.

In its parliamentary response,
the ministry noted no clear ev-
idence of jobseekers avoiding
specific types of roles. It stated
that application patterns show
continued engagement across
available vacancies..

Tt also clarified that all job list-
ings are reviewed and present-
ed with full transparency. “The
jobseeker chooses the vacan-
cies that suit his qualifications
through the National Employ-
ment Platform,” the ministry

Yousif Khalaf, Minister of Labour

said, adding that applicants are
given full details including sala-
ry, job type, employer name, and
working conditions.

Find Jobs via
Three-Offer Scheme

Foreign Labour Fees Support
Bahrainisation Drive

The Ministry of Labour
confirmed that 80% of fees
collected from foreign labour
are transferred to Tamkeen,

Abdulhakim Al Sheno, MP

which uses the funds to support
programmes aimed at boosting
Bahraini employment in the
private sector, including wage
support, entrepreneurship, and
business development initia-
tives.

In a parliamentary response
to MP Abdulhakim Al Sheno, the
ministry also outlined stricter
enforcement measures against

“The jobseeker
chooses the
vacancies that suit
his qualifications
through the National
Employment
Platform,”

labour market violations, includ-
ing employing foreign workers
without valid permits. It reaf-
firmed that Bahrainisation re-
quirements apply across all sec-
tors at varying levels depending
on job demand.

It added that companies fail-
ing to meet Bahrainisation tar-
gets are required to pay BD500
per foreign work permit per
month, while compliance is also
mandatory for participation in
government tenders.

Labour Fees &
Bahrainisation

¢ 80% of foreign labour fees
go to Tamkeen to support
Bahraini employment
programmes.

« Employers face BD500
monthly fee per foreign
worker if Bahrainisation
targets are not met.

* Wage support covers up
to 70% in year one, reduc-
ing over three years.

e Support ceilings: BDS80OO
(graduates), BD600
(diploma), BD450 (school
level).

 Job platforms linked
to qualification-based
matching and verified
vacancies.

72 Government Jobs
Prioritised for Disabled Hiring

he Labour Ministry stat-

I ed that while no formal

ministerial decision has

been issued under Article 12 of

Law No. 74 of 2006 on disability

employment, the Civil Service

Bureau has already identified

around 72 government job titles

where people with disabilities
will receive hiring priority.

In a reply to MP Mohammed
Al Marafi during the fourth ses-
sion of the sixth legislative term
(2022-2026), the ministry clari-
fied that the law allows, but does
not oblige, the Labour Minister
to issue a decision after Cabinet
approval, and therefore the ab-
sence of such a decision does not
constitute a legal breach.

The ministry added that cre-
ating a single fixed list of roles is
complex due to varying disability
types and individual skill assess-
ments, stressing that recruitment
decisions remain case-specific.

Despite this, coordination
with government entities is on-
going, and support measures are
already in place, including train-

“Ensure real employment
opportunities that match
the abilities of people
with disabilities.”

MP Mohammed Al Marafi

ing programmes with Tamkeen
and a wage support scheme in-
troduced in April 2025 offering
up to 80% support in the first
year for employees with disa-
bilities.

According to official figures,
288 jobseekers with disabilities
were registered up to October
2025, while 1,589 vacancies were
made available for them. In the
private sector, 1,302 persons with
disabilities were employed as of
November 2025.

Women Dominate
Employment Rolls

omen made up the
majority of Bahrain’s
registered jobseekers

in 2025, according to figures
the Labour Ministry released
in response to an inquiry by Mp
Mohammed Al Olaiwi.

The ministry reported that
15,433 people were registered as
jobseekers that year, including
10,950 women and 4,483 men,
highlighting a significant gender
imbalance across the employ-
ment database.

In the final months of the
year, a large-scale employment
drive placed 4,746 individuals
into jobs between 28 September
and 31 December 2025.

A total of 5,587 people reg-
istered between September-
December period, while 2,863
businesses posted vacancies
on the National Employment
Platform for candidate nomi-
nations and hiring. The min-
istry noted that salaries under
the scheme ranged from BD350
for entry-level positions to over
BD1,000 for specialised roles.

-

Mohammed Al Olaiwi, MP

It also confirmed that women
dominated higher education
categories, accounting for 81 per
cent of jobseekers with bache-
lor’s degrees and above. Com-
menting on the findings, Labour
Ministry officials said there is
no fixed timeframe for placing
all jobseekers, as employment
depends on market demand,
job suitability, and candidate
preferences.

“The final choice rests with
both the jobseeker and the em-
ployer,” the ministry said, add-
ing that applicants must active-
ly apply for suitable vacancies
through the national platform.

WHAT’S NEXT ON
PARLIAMENT’S
AGENDA?

By Mohammed Darwish

Committee Plan to Define
Basic Living Needs

Ps in Bahrain are set
|\ /I to debate on Tuesday
a proposal to amend

the Kingdom’s social securi-
ty law by establishing a new
committee tasked with deter-
mining the minimum cost of
basic living.

The plan, originally intro-
duced as a full replacement for
Law No. 18 of 2006 on social
security, has been significantly
revised by Parliament’s Ser-
vices Committee. Instead of
introducing a new framework,
lawmakers recommended add-
ing a single article to the exist-
ing law.

The amended proposal
would create a committee
chaired by the relevant minis-
ter, with representatives from
government entities and the
private sector. The body would
define the minimum cost re-
quired for basic living needs
and review it at least once
every three years, or sooner
if necessary, in line with price
and living condition changes.

The original draft law in-
cluded 19 articles covering eli-
gibility for assistance, payment
mechanisms, application pro-
cedures, and the establishment
of a social security fund. It also
proposed top-up support for
Bahraini families whose in-

Mamdouh Al Saleh, Chairman of
Parliament’s Services Committee

comes fall below a defined
minimum living threshold.

However, government au-
thorities argued that a new
law was unnecessary, stating
that existing legislation already
covers most provisions. They
also raised concerns over con-
stitutional compatibility, over-
lap with unemployment insur-
ance rules, and the potential
financial burden of expanded
welfare coverage.

The Ministry of Social De-
velopment reported that 17,581
individuals were receiving so-
cial security benefits as of the
November 2024 cycle, includ-
ing elderly citizens, widows,
divorced women, families, and
persons unable to work.

The Services Committee
recommended approval of the
revised proposal in principle
by unanimous vote, paving the
way for Tuesday’s parliamen-
tary debate.

No VAT Relief for Clubs

he govern-
ment urged |8
Parliament

toreconsider a draft
bill seeking to intro-
duce azero VAT rate
on social welfare
services and relat- |
ed goods supplied
to social, cultural,
youth, and sports associations
and private bodies.

In its official memorandum
on the proposed amendment to
Article 53 of the VAT Law (De-
cree-Law No. 48 of 2018), the
government said it understood
the proposal’s intent but argued
that such a tax exemption was
unnecessary.

It noted that these organ-
isations already receive sub-
stantial state support through
direct grants, access to land and
facilities, training programmes,
advisory services, and other
institutional assistance.

The proposal, submitted by
Parliament, aims to extend ze-
ro-rating benefits to services
provided to civil society organ-
isations. MPs argued that such

Growth of Public Transport Network

r. Shaikh Abdullah bin
D Ahmed Al Khalifa, Min-
ister of Transportation

and Telecommunications af-
firmed that the Bahrain is con-
tinuing its efforts to develop and
strengthen a sustainable public
transport system that aligns
with the best international prac-
tices, supporting its vision for
more connected, efficient, and
high-quality cities in line with
sustainable development goals.
He noted that World Public
Transport Day, launched by the
International Association of

Public Transport, serves as
an important occasion to
highlight the vital role pub-
lic transport systems play
in supporting sustainable
urban mobility, improving
traffic flow, and enhancing
community connectivity.
He reaffirmed Bahrain’s
commitment to participat-
ing in global efforts that
promote sustainable urban
transport and its objectives.

The Minister explained
that the Ministry’s strategic
priorities focus on further

A

— “We remain

developing land transport
infrastructure, diversifying
public transport options,
and improving operational

pe ¥ ‘ committed efficiency, alongside sup-
ildi porting policies that en-

( ::“' 6 ;%?#;Iedglpagted lc‘ourage greatvi:l{‘huse off]f:)ub-
{ ic transport. These efforts
‘& transport system align with Bahrain Econom-

\L_ ) that ,e,nhances ic Vision 2030 and national
. mobility and plans aimed at building an
efficiency in line integrated transport system

with Bahrain that improves mobility, en-

Economic Vision hances traffic efficiency, and

2030.” supports progress toward

carbon neutrality by 2060.

The Minister added that the
public transport system demon-
strated its resilience under var-
ious conditions, continuing
to operate efficiently despite
what he described as “heinous
Iranian attacks,” ensuring un-
interrupted service to the com-
munity. In March 2026 alone,
the system recorded an 80%
operational rate, with a total of
782,931 trips and an average of
25,256 daily journeys, helping
ensure continuity of mobility
and meeting daily transporta-
tion needs.

groups should receive support
similar to the education and
health sectors due to their pub-
lic benefit role.

However, the government
stressed that VAT policy must
remain neutral and broad-
based, and that social support
objectives are better achieved
through targeted state assis-
tance rather than tax exemp-
tions.

It further warned that in-
troducing a zero rate could re-
duce public revenue and allow
input tax recovery, creating an
indirect fiscal burden. The gov-
ernment also highlighted the
absence of a financial impact
assessment detailing poten-
tial revenue losses or affected
transactions.

BETTER

YOU

Bahrain Network Size:

« 600+ bus stations

« 26 bus routes

» Over 39,500 km covered
daily

Passenger Usage:

+ 116+ million passengers
transported since 2015
redevelopment (up to March
2026)

March 2026 Performance:

« 782931 total trips

» 25,256 average daily trips

« 80% operational rate
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deferral programme

For financing and credit card payments

TDT | Manama

n line with the directives of
IHis Royal Highness Prince

Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, and the guidelines
issued by the Central Bank of
Bahrain (CBB), Bahrain Islamic
Bank (BisB) has announced a
three-month payment defer-
ral programme for financing
facilities and credit cards for
both individual and corporate
clients.

The programme applies to
upcoming due instalments ef-
fective from 19th of April 2026
and is intended to provide im-
mediate liquidity and help ease
financial burden on customers,
as part of the national meas-
ures to support the economy.
Participation in the programme
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requires customers to submit a
request through the designated
portal and confirm their con-
sent, in line with the Central
Bank of Bahrain (CBB) guide-
lines.

The Bank will continue to

apply profit on the outstand-
ing balance during the deferral
period, in accordance with the
contractually existing profit
rate. There will be no change to
the monthly instalment amount;
however, the financing tenor
will be extended to accommo-
date the deferment
Individual customers can
benefit from the programme by
submitting their applications
between 23rd April and 26th
April 2026. They are required to
access the dedicated link avail-
able on BisB’s official website
during the stated period, log
in using their CPR number and
the generated One-Time Pass-
word (0TP), select the product
they wish to defer payment for,
review the impact of deferral,
and provide explicit consent by
accepting the applicable terms

and conditions.

For eligible corporate clients,
payments can be deferred for
a maximum of three instal-
ments. Companies wishing to
avail the facility are required
to contact their relationship
managers directly no later
than 23rd April 2026 to ensure
the necessary procedures are
completed within the specified
timeframe.

BisB has further emphasised
that contact details must be up
to date to ensure confirmation
notifications are received by the
applicants.

The announcement reflects
BisB’s ongoing commitment
to providing convenient bank-
ing solutions that respond to
customers’ needs and support
them through evolving circum-
stances.

China hits food delivery platforms with 3.6 bn yuan fine for ‘ghost’ deliveries

AFP | Beijing, China

hina has issued fines total-

ling 3.6 billion yuan ($527
million) to seven major e-com-
merce platforms for food safety
violations, the State Adminis-
tration for Market Regulation
(SAMR) said yesterday.

The regulator said platforms,
including Alibaba-owned
Taobao, JD.com, Meituan,
Temu-owner Pinduoduo and
Douyin -- China’s version of
TikTok -- had failed to check the
licenses of stores on their apps
and allowed "ghost food deliv-
eries” from unverified vendors.

SAMR said in a statement it
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China has issued fines
totalling 3.6 billion yuan
($527 million) to seven
major e-commerce
platforms for food safety
violations

had "ordered seven e-commerce
platforms to rectify their illegal
activities... and imposed fines
and confiscations totalling 3.597
billion yuan”.

The legal representatives of

the companies were also fined
a total 0f 19.7 million yuan ($2.9
million), the market regulator
said.

An investigation showed the
platforms had "not strictly re-
viewed and checked the licenses
of food operators entering their
networks, and failed to fulfil
the obligation of qualification
review in accordance with the
law,” SAMR said.

They had also signed agree-
ments with order-transfer plat-
forms, which infringed on con-
sumers’ rights, SAMR said.

"Ghost shops” do not have
physical dine-in restaurants
and are accused of unsanitary

conditions and bypassing food
safety regulations while posing
as regular restaurants online.

They often provide rented
business licenses or use fake
details to get listed on delivery
platforms.

Order transfers see orders for
one restaurant moved to an-
other vendor to fulfil, normally
without the customer knowing.

The companies had violated
food safety and e-commerce
laws, SAMR said.

They were also prohibited
from adding new cake shops
to their delivery platforms for
periods ranging from three to
nine months.

BisB announces ©ilplunges,

stocks jumps

Key figures around 1330 GMT

Brent North Sea Crude: ¥ 9.9% at $89.56 a barrel
West Texas Intermediate: v 10.2% at $81.88 a barrel
New York - Dow Jones: 1.3% at 49,221.56 points
New York - S&P 500: 0.7% at 7,092.15

Nasdaq Composite: 0.9% at 24,317.32
London - FTSE 100: 0.5% at 10,64.51

Paris - CAC 40: 2.0 percent at 8,427.69
Frankfurt - DAX: 2.2% at 24,688.97

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:

Vv 1.8% at 58,475.90 (close)

Hang Seng Index:

v 0.9% at 26,160.33 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:

¥N 0.1% at 4,051.43 (close)

Euro/dollar:

at $1.1833 from $1.1784 on Thursday

Pound/dollar:

at $1.3579 from $1.3529

Dollar/yen:

v at 158.41 yen from 159.14 yen

Euro/pound:

Oil prices plunged more
than 10% yesterday after
Iran said the Strait of Hormuz
would be “completely open”
for the rest of the ceasefire
with the United States, and
stock markets surged.

Both the benchmark inter-
national contract Brent and its
US equivalent WTI fell below
$90 per barrel.

“This news is having an im-
mediate impact on markets,”
said Kathleen Brooks, research
director at XTB.

Wall Street’s main stock
indices jumped at the open-
ing bell, with both the S&P
500 and the Nasdaq Compos-
ite building on record highs
struck the previous evening.

“This is the biggest develop-
ment so far during the cease-
fire, and it gives hope that the
war will end soon, and supply
chains will return to some nor-
mality,” Brooks said.

It was not clear whether
Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi was speaking of the
10-day truce agreed by Leba-
non and Israel that went into
effect at midnight or an earlier

at 87.17 pence from 87.09 pence
AFP | London, United Kingdom

two-week truce between Iran
and the United States that be-
gan on April 8.

French President Emma-
nuel Macron and UK Prime
Minister Keir Starmer were
chairing a meeting of allies
Friday to consider sending a
multinational force to ensure
free-flowing trade in the Strait
of Hormuz once the conflict
ends.

David Morrison at Trade Na-
tion noted that the speed and
the magnitude of the rebound
of the S&P 500 -- nearly 12%
in just over two weeks -- was
reinforcing the rally.

European stocks were high-
er in afternoon trading, with
both Frankfurt and Paris gain-
ing 2%.

Asian stock markets most-
ly closed lower, with Tokyo
among the biggest losers after
reaching a record high Thurs-
day, and Taiwan’s TATEX index
dropped after hitting a market
capitalisation of $4.14 trillion.

That put the index ahead
of London’s benchmark FTSE
100 and made the TAIEX the
world’s seventh-biggest index
by value, according to Bloomb-
erg data.

Key Atlantic current could weaken more than expected: study

AFP | Brest, France

key Atlantic Ocean current

system that helps regu-
late the planet’s climate could
weaken more than expected by
2100, with potentially devastat-
ing consequences worldwide, a
new study has found.

Known as Atlantic Meridi-
onal Overturning Circulation
(AMOC), this conveyor belt of
currents plays a crucial role in
redistributing heat by trans-
porting warmer waters from the
tropics northward.

An AMOC collapse could lead
to harsher winters in northern
Europe, droughts in South Asia
and the Sahel region in Africa,
and higher sea levels in North
America, among other conse-
quences.

Previous climate model pro-
jections have estimated an av-
erage slowdown of around 32%
by the end of the century due to
climate change.

The latest study, published
Wednesday in the journal Sci-
ence Advances, estimates that
the system could slow by 51% by
2100 under a mid-range scenar-
io for greenhouse gas emissions,

OCEAN CURRENTS

AMOC, the Atlantic Ocean’s conveyor belt
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with a margin of error of plus or
minus eight percentage points.
“We obtained an estimate of
a future AMOC slowdown that is
more severe than we expected,”
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Schematic representation of currents

climate scientist Valentin Port-
mann, the paper’s lead author,
told AFP.

“We are closer to a critical
state that is worrying,” Port-

mann said.

Predicting what will happen
to AMOC in the future is a topic
of debate in the scientific com-
munity.

“There is a kind of consensus
on the fact that this circulation
will slow down. But there is
still quite a bit of debate about
the intensity of this slowdown,”
said Florian Sevellec, research
director at the French National
Centre for Scientific Research
(CNRS) in Brest, France.

Refining predictions

In its 2021 report, the UN’s
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change said AMOC will
“very likely decline” over this
century.

But the panel of international
experts also expressed “medi-
um confidence” that a collapse
of AMOC would not take place
before 2100.

The latest study, conducted
by researchers from the CNRS
and the University of Bordeaux
in southwest France, seeks to
“refine this estimate of the fu-
ture slowdown” and “reduce
uncertainty”, Sevellec said.

While nearly all climate mod-
els predict an AMOC slowdown
by 2100, the projections range
widely: from as little as three
percent to as much as 72 per-
cent, depending on varying
emissions scenarios.

Portmann said the new study
seeks to narrow that uncertain-
ty using “observational con-
straints” -- a statistical approach
that combines real-world ob-
servations with results from
climate models.

‘The debate is not over’

Stefan Rahmstorf, an ocean-
ographer at the Potsdam In-
stitute for Climate Impact
Research (PIK), said the paper
showed that pessimistic models
“are unfortunately the realistic
ones, in that they agree better
with observational data”.

Rahmstorf, who who was
not involved in the study, said
that this means AMOC would be
so weak by 2100 that it would
“very likely” be “on the way to
full shutdown”.

Fabien Roquet, a physical
oceanography professor at the
University of Gothenburg in

Sweden, said the study was in-
teresting but he cautioned that
another team using a similar
method reached opposite con-
clusions last year.

“What is certain, however,
is that the climate is warming
rapidly,” Roquet said.
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The Atlantic Meridion-

al Overturning Circula-

tion — often called the
Atlantic current sys-

tem — acts like a giant
conveyor belt in the
ocean, moving warm

water from the tropics
towards Europe and
returning cold water
southwards deep be-
low the surface.
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A GOOD PLAN VIOLENTLY
EXECUTED NOW IS BETTER THAN
A PERFECT PLAN EXECUTED NEXT

GEORGE S. PATTON

More than
38,000
women, girls
killed in Gaza
war by end of
2025: UN

AFP | Geneva

Over 38,000 wom-
en and girls were
killed in the Gaza war
by the end of 2025, the
UN estimated yesterday,
amounting to over half
of the 71,000 deaths re-
corded by the territory’s
health ministry.

“Between October
2023 and December
2025, more than 38,000
women and girls were
killed in Gaza -- the re-
sult of Israeli air bom-
bardment and land
military operations,”
the UN Women agen-
cy’s spokeswoman So-
fia Calltorp told a press
briefing in Geneva.

“This includes over
22,000 women and
16,000 girls, amount-
ing to an average of at
least 47 women and girls
killed every day.”

“On top of a staggering
death toll, nearly 11,000
women and girls in Gaza
have sustained injuries
so devastating that they
survive only with life-
long disabilities,” said

Calltorp.

British PM says
‘furious’ after
fresh revelations
over sacked US

envoy

Peter Mandelson
AFP | London

K Prime Minister Keir
UStarmer said yester-
day he was “furious” after
it emerged his sacked US
ambassador Peter Man-
delson was appointed de-
spite failing security vet-
ting, as the scandal again
threatens his hold on
power.

The beleaguered Brit-
ish leader, who has been
dogged for months by the
controversy, claimed he and
other ministers were not
told Mandelson had failed
the vetting process, brand-
ing that “unforgivable”.

Starmer has faced re-
peated calls to quit since
his 2024 decision to appoint
Mandelson as Britain’s top
diplomat in Washington
backfired spectacularly
over the envoy’s longstand-
ing ties to late US sex of-
fender Jeffrey Epstein.

Trump signals Iran deal near,
hails ‘brilliant day for world’

US president claims major progress on Hormuz and nuclear negotiations

Talks in Pakistan
ongoing

® US blockade
still enforced

AFP | Washington

S President Donald Trump

l | signaled yesterday that an

Iran peace deal was all but

done, trumpeting agreements on

the Strait of Hormuz and Teh-
ran’s nuclear program.

In a rapid-fire stream of so-
cial media posts, Trump hailed
a “GREAT AND BRILLIANT DAY
FOR THE WORLD!” but without
specifically announcing a deal
with Iran.

The celebratory tone contin-
ued with a series of shout-outs to
mediator Pakistan and Gulf allies
-- and a rebuke to NATO to “STAY
AWAY” as he rejected an offer
from the Western alliance to help
secure the strait. Iran had earlier
said it was opening the Hormuz
strait for the duration of a Middle
East ceasefire.

“Iran has agreed to never close
the Strait of Hormuz again. It will
no longer be used as a weapon
against the World,” Trump said
in one of around a dozen posts on
his Truth Social network.

Touting further progress to-
wards a deal, Trump also said
that Iran was removing sea mines
from the strait, with US help.

The US leader had earlier said
“THANK YOU!” to Iran over the
Hormuz reopening, while insist-
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efforts to reopen the Strait of Hormuz at the Elysee Palace in Paris

France, UK to lead Hormuz mission

Multinational force to escort ships and clear mines but awaits hostilities end

Over dozen countries
pledge assets

@ Mission awaits
full regional peace

US and Iran
absent from talks

AFP | Paris

rance and Britain said
Fyesterday they will lead a

multinational mission en-
sure freedom of navigation in the
Strait of Hormuz, while empha-
sising the force would be entirely
defensive -- and only deployed
once a peace in the region was
agreed.

“I can confirm that, along
with France, the UK will lead a
multinational mission to protect
freedom of navigation as soon as
conditions allow,” British Prime
Minister Starmer said after
co-chairing a meeting in Paris

on the issue alongside French

YOU

KNOW WHAT

The proposed
multinational mission
is specifically designed

to be defensive,
focusing on reassuring
commercial shipping
and performing mine
clearance operations
only after a formal
cessation of hostilities
has been reached in
the region

President Emmanuel Macron.
The event brought together

over 30 other heads of state and

government, most of them main-

Despite reports
suggesting a $20
billion exchange

for Iran’s enriched
uranium, President
Trump used social
media to vehemently
deny that any money
would change hands,
referring to the
material as “Nuclear
Dust.”

m
=~

ly attending by video link. Nei-
ther the United States nor Iran
participated.

“This will be strictly peaceful
and defensive as a mission to re-
assure commercial shipping and
support mine clearance,” said
Starmer, adding that “over a doz-
en countries have already offered
to contribute assets”.

As the Paris talks were being
held, Iran announced that the
key shipping route would be
open to commercial vessels as
long as a ceasefire in the Middle
East lasts.

US President Donald Trump
responded by saying his navy’s
blockade just outside the Strait
of Hormuz of ships going to or
from Iranian ports remains “in
full force and effect”.

Iran imposed its blockade on
the Strait of Hormuz -- a criti-
cal shipping bottleneck through
which 20 percent of the world’s
oil passes in peacetime -- imme-
diately after the US and Israel
launched their war against the
Islamic republic on February 28.

ing that an American blockade of
Iranian ports would remain in
“full force” until completion of a
peace deal.

“This process should go very
quickly in that most of the points
are already negotiated,” Trump
said o yesterday.

Us-Iran talks led by Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance last weekend in
Pakistan failed to produce a deal,
but Trump has repeatedly hinted
that a breakthrough was close.

He had said Thursday that Iran
had agreed to give up its uranium
stockpile, that a second round
of talks in Islamabad was likely,
and that he himself might go to
Pakistan to sign an eventual deal.

Yesterday, Trump again talked
up the likelihood of a nuclear
deal while insisting that no mon-
ey would change hands after an

-

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni (4thL), British Prime Minister Keir Starmer (C-L), French President Emmanuel Macron (C-R) and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz (6thR) attend an international summit on

Trump followed up with his US

KEIR STARMER

Navy blockade of vessels visiting
Iranian ports after April 11-12
talks aimed at failed to yield any
breakthrough.

The Paris talks’ participants
welcomed Tehran’s announce-

Axios report that Washington
was considering a $20 billion
cash-for-uranium exchange.

“The U.S.A. will get all Nuclear
‘Dust, created by our great B2
Bombers - No money will ex-
change hands in any way, shape,
or form,” Trump said in another
post.

Trump meanwhile also talked
up a 10-day ceasefire between
Israel and Lebanon.

Referring to a possible Iran
deal, Trump added: “This deal
is not tied, in any way, to Leba-
non, but we will, MAKE LEBANON
GREAT AGAIN!”

Trump’s hints at a deal con-
tinued as he thanked Pakistan’s
“fantastic” Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif and powerful army
chief Asim Munir for brokering
the Iran negotiations.

ment of the strait’s reopening,
but urged a “full, unconditional
reopening by all the parties”, Ma-
cron said.

He said the announcement
made the multinational mis-
sion “all the more important be-
cause it is what will allow these
announcements to be consol-
idated in the short term and,
above all, to have a chance of
lasting.”

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, who also attended the
meeting in person, emphasised
that such a force would need to
await a “cessation of hostilities”
but added: “Italy is ready to par-
ticipate”.

German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz said in Paris it would be
“desirable” to have US participa-
tion in any mission.

Merz said Germany would
“take part in the further mili-
tary planning discussions that
are taking place, and we would
also welcome, if possible, the par-
ticipation of the United States of
America”.
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President Trump maintains the naval blockade despite Iran reopening the strategic Gulf shipping route

10-day truce
begins in Lebanon

® Displaced families

return to damaged homes |

AFP | Tehran

ehran announced yes- = #ig.s
terday that the Strait of

Hormuz would be open to
commercial shipping during the
ceasefire period, as a truce came
into effect in Lebanon amid on-
going efforts to secure a broader
agreement between the United
States and Iran.

In Lebanon, displaced families .

loaded belongings onto their ve-
hicles and took advantage of the

10-day truce to return to dam-

aged homes in south Beirut and 2%

other affected areas.

Following the ceasefire, Iran’s
foreign minister Abbas Araghchi
said restrictions on commercial
shipping through the key Gulf
route would be lifted for the du-
ration of the truce.

“In line with the ceasefire in
Lebanon, the passage for all com-
mercial vessels through Strait of
Hormuz is declared completely
open for the remaining period of
ceasefire,” Araghchi said.

A senior Iranian military offi-
cial said military vessels would
remain barred from the water-
way.

US President Donald Trump
acknowledged the announce-
ment but said the US naval block-
ade targeting Iran would remain
in place.

Restrictions and Ongoing
Pressure

“The naval blockade will re-
main in full force and effect as it

People walk past destruction at Hezbollah’s Sayyid al-Shuhada complex in Beirut’s southern suburhs

pertains to Iran, only, until such
time as our transaction with Iran
is 100% complete,” Trump said,
referring to ongoing negotia-
tions.

0Oil prices had been declining
amid expectations of a possible
agreement and fell further fol-
lowing the announcement.

Israel’s military said it was
lifting wartime restrictions, al-
lowing civilian movement and
economic activity to resume,
though Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu warned operations
against Hezbollah were not over.

“We have not yet finished the
job,” Netanyahu said, adding that
efforts would continue to ad-

Pakistan has been
quietly working to
facilitate renewed
face-to-face talks
between Washington
and Tehran as part
of broader regional
diplomatic efforts

dress remaining threats.

Trump rejected the prospect
of further Israeli strikes, stat-
ing that the United States would
work with Lebanon to address
Hezbollah.

Minutes before the ceasefire
took effect, Israeli strikes in the
southern city of Tyre killed at
least 13 people and destroyed
several residential buildings, ac-
cording to a city official.

Despite the risks, large num-
bers of displaced civilians began
returning to their homes.

Ceasefire Terms and Regional
Tensions
Under the ceasefire terms,

Israel retains the right to act
against Hezbollah to prevent at-
tacks and will maintain a security
zone along the border.

Israeli Defence Minister Israel
Katz said areas near the border
had not yet been cleared of mil-
itants and weapons and warned
that operations could resume if
necessary.

“If the fighting resumes, those
residents who return to the secu-
rity zone will have to be evacuat-
ed,” he said. According to details
released by the US State Depart-
ment, Lebanon, with interna-
tional support, is expected to
take steps to prevent Hezbollah
from carrying out attacks.

Myanmar ex-president freed from post-
coup detention, Suu Kyi’s sentence cut

AFP | Washington

K .

been cut as part of the am-

nesty.

The order announced

Pope Leo XIV (C) waves to the crowd from the Popemobile as he arrives to lead the Holy
Mass at the area in front of Japoma Stadium in Douala on the fifth day of an 11-day apostolic
journey to Africa. More than 120,000 people attended the celebration, the Vatican said based
on local authority figures, with some travelling far or arriving the previous night for a chance
to see the leader of the world’s 1.4 billion Catholics

Myanmar’s former
president Win My-
int, detained since a 2021
military coup, was freed
yesterday under a mass
amnesty which, according
to a source close to pro-de-
mocracy leader Aung San
Suu Kiyi, also reduced her
sentence.

Win Myint and Suu
Kyi, the 80-year-old No-
bel Peace Prize laureate,
led Myanmar during a
decade-long experiment
with civilian rule that was
abruptly halted by the
coup.

The former president,
who served from 2018, was
pardoned of convictions
handed down during the
post-putsch period of mil-

Win Myint

itary rule and released yes-
terday, a spokesman for his
party told AFP.

Suu Kyi meanwhile re-
mains detained, serving
a sentence rights groups
decry as a politically moti-
vated move to hobble her
National League for De-
mocracy (NLD) party.

A source close to her
legal case, requesting an-
onymity for security rea-
sons, told AFP that Suu
Kyi’s 27-year sentence had

by Min Aung Hlaing -- the
coup leader who ousted
Suu Kyi’s government and
was sworn in last week as

 civilian president -- to re-

duce the remaining terms
of all sentences under 40
years by one-sixth “also
applies to her”, the source
said.

It is unclear how much
of her term was considered
served before the commu-
tation order.

UN rights chief Volker
Turk said that “all those
detained unjustly since
the coup -- including state
counsellor Aung San Suu
Kyi -- need to be released
immediately and uncon-
ditionally”.

Superman first appears in DC
Comics’ Action Comics Series
Issue #1, dated June 1938
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welcome the announce-
ment of a ceasefire be-
tween Israel & Lebanon,
and commend the role
of the US in facilitating
it. T hope this will pave
the way for negotiations
towards a long-term solu-
tion to the conflict & con-
tribute to ongoing efforts
toward a lasting & com-
prehensive peace in the
region. I urge everyone to
fully respect the ceasefire
and to comply with inter-
national law at all times.
@antonioguterres

03

oroccois a close, re-

liable, and strategic
partner for the European
Union. It was a pleasure to
meet with Foreign Minis-
ter Nasser Bourita in Ra-
bat. The EU is Morocco’s
largest trading partner
and biggest foreign inves-
tor. This foundation of
our partnership is already
very solid. But we’ll make
it even stronger, including
in areas such as maritime
security and resilience
against hybrid threats.
@kajakallas

04
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l.

welcome the 10-day
ceasefire in Lebanon.
May it lead to lasting
peace. All parties must
honour it fully. EU stands
with Lebanon & has allo-
cated €100M to address
urgent humanitarian
needs. IHL must be up-
held. Civilians & human-
itarian workers must be
protected at all times.
@hadjalahbib

f

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stances)
/\
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@ Itis the world’s first
eVTOL air taxi hub.

® The network will
connect key areas
across Dubai.

® The service
is expected to
launch this year.

@ TItserves around
170,000 passengers
annually.

ubai has taken a sig-

nificant step towards

future urban mobility

with the completion
of its first air taxi station, a pro-
ject described by Shaikh Ham-
dan bin Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum as a defining mo-
ment in the emirate’s transport
evolution.

During an inspection visit to
the electric vertical take-off and
landing (evTOL) station, Shaikh
Hamdan said the development
reflects Dubai’s ongoing push to
lead globally in integrated and
sustainable mobility solutions.

region

Air Taxi Era Begins

Dubai moves ahead with first air taxi station in major transport milestone

Transport Shift

phasized that Dubai is actively ing the city as a global centre for

Marking World Public Trans- translating future-focused ideas testing and deploying advanced
port Day on April 17, he said intoreal-world systems, position- transport technologies.

Dubai continues to build a
transport system driven by in-
novation, linking traditional
and next-generation modes of
travel to improve efficiency and
quality of life.

He added that the new air
taxi infrastructure strengthens
Dubai’s vision of a fully inte-
grated mobility network that
includes metros, buses, and ad-
vanced air transport, offering
residents and visitors faster and
more flexible travel options.

Shaikh Hamdan also em-

Future Flight

The first air taxi station, locat-
ed near Dubai International Air-
port, is the first of its kind glob-
ally and will serve as the central
operations hub for the service. It
is being developed by Skyports
Infrastructure, which specialises
in advanced air mobility facilities.

Officials said the station is ex-
pected to handle around 170,000
passengers annually once opera-
tions begin. Additional stations
are planned across key areas in-
cluding Downtown Dubai, Palm
Jumeirah, and Dubai Marina,
with the network expected to be
completed by the end of the year.

Mobility Leap

Shaikh Hamdan was joined
during the visit by Sheikh Ahmed
bin Saeed Al Maktoum and senior
officials from Dubai’s aviation and
transport sectors.

He directed that the air taxi ser-
vice be made available to the public
within this year, ensuring it meets
the highest international standards.
He said the project will help cut
travel times and further enhance
connectivity across the city.

The initiative reflects Dubai’s
broader strategy to turn innova-
tion into practical solutions that
support sustainable growth and
future-ready infrastructure.

GCC States
UN Draft

uring a United Nations
D General Assembly ses-

sion held under the veto
initiative mechanism, Kuwait
presented a joint statement on
behalf of Bahrain, the United
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Jordan, and itself.

The statement was delivered
by His Excellency Ambassador
Tariq Al-Banai, Kuwait’s Per-
manent Representative to the
United Nations, following the
use of vetoes by Russia and Chi-
na on a draft resolution related
to ensuring the security of mar-
itime navigation in the Strait
of Hormuz during a Security
Council vote on April 7, 2026.

The group of countries firmly
opposed any actions or threats
that could undermine freedom
of navigation in international
waters. The statement warned
that such risks could disrupt
global energy flows and desta-
bilize supply chains worldwide.

It further highlighted the im-
portance of upholding interna-

Push New

Ambassador Tariq Al-Banai, Kuwait’s
Permanent Representative to the
United Nations

tional law and protecting key
maritime corridors, stressing
that maritime security remains
essential for global stability.

The participating states also
confirmed that coordination
efforts will continue, with
plans to introduce a revised
draft resolution to the United
Nations Security Council aimed
at reinforcing maritime secu-
rity frameworks and support-
ing international peace efforts
through the United Nations
system.

Riyadh Praises Lebanon Leaders

he Saudi Min-
istry of Foreign
Affairs has ex-

pressed the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia’s welcome
of the announcement
made by the President
of the United States, Donald
Trump, regarding a ceasefire in
the Lebanon.

In its statement, the Foreign
Ministry praised the significant
and constructive roles played
by Lebanese leaders in reach-
ing this development, including
the President of Lebanon, Jo-

seph Aoun, the Prime Minister,
Nawaf Salam, and the Speaker of
Parliament, Nabih Berri.

The Kingdom highlighted
that these coordinated efforts
reflect an important step toward
stabilizing the situation in Leb-
anon and supporting regional
security and peace.

Kimberley Process must “catch up,”
UAE warns at UN

t the United Nations
General Assembly
debate on the role of

diamonds in fueling conflict,
the United Arab Emirates high-
lighted progress made under its
chairmanship of the Kimberley
Process while acknowledging
the failure to reach consensus
on updating the definition of
“conflict diamonds.”

Speaking on behalf of the
Kimberley Process, Ahmed Bin
Sulayem noted that the UAE’s
2025 custodial chairmanship—
under the theme “Year of Best
Practice”—focused on strength-
ening governance, improving
compliance, and reinforcing
leadership continuity within
the global diamond certification
scheme.

He recalled that the Kim-

berley Process, established to
prevent the trade of conflict di-
amonds from financing armed
groups, has continued to serve
as a key international frame-
work promoting transparency

and accountability in the dia-
mond trade for over two dec-
ades.

The UAE official said that
while significant progress was
made through reforms, tech-

nical assistance measures, and
structural reviews aimed at
supporting artisanal and small-
scale miners, member states
were ultimately unable to agree
on an updated definition of con-
flict diamonds after three years
of negotiations.

He described the outcome
as “regrettable,” noting disap-
pointment among African pro-
ducers and other stakeholders,
but stressed that dialogue must
continue in good faith.

UAE-led initiatives such as
“Verifico,” a digital certification
platform aimed at improving
traceability and integrity in di-
amond trading, which is cur-
rently in the pilot phase and will
be donated to the Kimberley
Process framework.

Oman-Qatar talks focus on maritime security

is Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham
bin Tariq of

Oman and His Highness
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani, Emir of Qatar,
held a fraternal meet-
ing at Al Barakah Palace.
They discussed the latest
regional developments
and their implications for
security, stability, and eco-
nomic interests across the
region.

The two leaders re-
viewed ongoing regional
tensions and stressed the
importance of safeguard-

ing the security of states
and the well-being of their
peoples amid evolving ge-
opolitical challenges.

Both sides underscored
the need to reach a com-
prehensive and lasting
agreement that addresses
the root causes of current
crises. They also called for
intensified international
efforts to ensure freedom
of navigation in the Strait
of Hormuz, alongside the
uninterrupted flow of
maritime transport and
energy supplies vital to
global markets.
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f you still feel the need for
speed, Paramount Pictures
has good news for you -- “Top
Gun 3” is officially happening,
with Tom Cruise back as daring
pilot Pete “Maverick” Mitchell.
The announcement came
Thursday at the studio’s show-
case at CinemaCon, an annu-
al week-long summit at which
Hollywood studios present their
biggest upcoming movies to
theater owners and press.
Paramount film co-head Josh
Greenstein said “Top Gun 3” was
“officially in development with
a script well underway,” adding
that Cruise would reunite with

producer Jerry Bruckheimer on
the project.

The original 1986 film helped
propel Cruise to superstardom,
and the 2022 sequel earned $1.5
billion worldwide.

Legendary director Steven
Spielberg publicly credited
Cruise with helping to get mov-
iegoers back into theaters after
the Covid-19 pandemic with the
long-awaited sequel.

Cruise was not present at the
presentation, but did narrate
a film used to open the event,
which focused on the studio’s
commitment to releasing films
on the big screen.

At the end, Cruise -- sitting
atop the water tower on the

$1.5B

was the total worldwide
earnings for the 2022
sequel, a massive success
that Steven Spielberg
credited with saving the
theatrical experience after
the pandemic

studio’s lot -- says, “The future
looks great from here.”
Paramount Skydance chief
David Ellison told attendees that
the studio would guarantee a 45-
day theatrical release window
for its films before moving them

AFP | Paris

a

ana Del Rey
has joined an
exclusive club of

pop greats by
voicing

Cruise control: “Top Gun 3’ officially in the works

to streaming platforms.

“Once we combine with
Warner Brothers, we’re going to
make a minimum of 30 films an-
nually,” Ellison said in a pledge
to theater owners. “Long live
the movies.”

Paramount has launched a
massive $111 billion bid to take
over Warner Bros, topping a ri-
val bid from Netflix.

But many in Hollywood fear
the mega-merger will lead to
cuts that will forever change the
film industry.

Also on Paramount’s upcom-
ing slate is a film adaptation of
the popular video game “Call of
Duty,” due in theaters in June
2028.

= Lana Del Rey takes

on Bond with

new theme song for James
Bond -- albeit for the fictional
British superspy’s video game
incarnation in the upcoming
“007: First Light”.

“I was so excited to work
with Lana, an artist who
brought elegance, atmosphere
and her totally unique char-
acter to this piece,” co-com-
poser David Arnold, who
also scored a string of Bond
movies in the late 90s and
2000s, said in a statement.

Published to stream-
ing platforms Thursday,
Del Rey’s track “First
Light” sticks to a famil-

Lana Del

new game title

track

iar formula of haunting lyrics
and brassy hooks evoking the
musical history of the Bond
series.

Music has been a key facet
of the franchise since its first
film, 1962’s “Dr. No”, with the
world-famous theme song
composed by Monty Norman
used in every movie since.

Later films’ themes have
been performed by stars like
Shirley Bassey, Paul McCa-
rtney, Madonna, Adele and
Billie Eilish.

Built by “Hitman” devel-
opers 10 Interactive for PC,
Playstation 5 and Xbox Series,

Marvel premieres first ‘Avengers:
Doomsday’ trailer at CinemaCon

AFP | Las Vegas

isney showcased the first

theatrical trailer of the new
Marvel franchise film “Aveng-
ers: Doomsday” on Thursday
during the closing day of Cin-
emaCon in Las Vegas.

The clip -- played twice for
the enthusiastic audience at the
Colosseum at Caesars Palace --
offered the first look at Robert
Downey Jr. as the villainous
Doctor Doom.

It marks the actor’s return to
the Marvel Cinematic Universe
since the death of Iron Man in
2019’s “Avengers: Endgame.”

The footage also teased sev-
eral dramatic moments from
the movie, including a fight be-
tween Gambit and Shang-Chi

Us actor Chris Evans (R), US actor Robert Downey Jr. (R) and US filmmaker Joe
Russo (C) promote “Avengers: Doomsday”

-- played by Channing Tatum his role as X-Men’s Professor
and Simu Liu, respectively -- Xavier, warning: “Something’s very real reason that these he-
and Patrick Stewart reprising coming, something we may not roes need Steve Rogers.”

be able to deter”

At the very end of the trail-

er, Chris Evans returns as his
character Steve Rogers, oth-
erwise known as Captain
America, appearing before a
surprised-looking Thor (Chris
Hemsworth) as the Norse god’s
Mjolnir hammer flies into Rog-
ers’ hands.

Both Evans and Downey

Jr. were on the stage at Cin-
emaCon to present the trailer
alongside the film’s directors,
brothers Joe and Anthony
Russo.

“I said I would only come

back if there was areal reason,”

Evans told the crowd.

“And in Doomsday, there is a

Attendees also saw early
footage from “Heart of the
Beast,” a thriller starring Brad
Pitt as a military veteran who
must survive a plane crash
in Alaska with his combat
dog.

And Johnny Depp
showed up to offer a
preview of “Ebenezer:
A Christmas Carol,” the
latest adaptation of the £
classic Charles Dickens |
tale, in which he plays the
grumpy Scrooge.

CinemaCon continues
later Thursday with Dis-
ney’s presentation.

Tom Cruise

“There’s more truth
than fiction, Spielberg
says of ‘Disclosure Day’

Steven Spielberg

AFP | Las Vegas

amed US director Steven

Spielberg offered a sneak
peek of his upcoming film
“Disclosure Day” Wednes-
day, his latest movie about
aliens and humanity since he
first tapped into the genre 50
years ago.

Spielberg presented the
film at CinemaCon in Las Ve-
gas, the annual conference
where movie studios present
upcoming releases to movie
theater owners.

The film shows humanity
crossing paths with extra-
terrestrial life, a plot remi-
niscent of his 1977 film “Close
Encounters of the Third
Kind.”

“A half a century later, I
made Disclosure Day with a
lot more certainty that there’s
more truth than fiction in the
movie,” Spielberg told the
crowd at the Colosseum at
Caesar’s Palace.

“Disclosure Day,” which
opens June 12 in the Unit-
ed States, stars Emily Blunt,
Josh O’Connor, Eve Henson
and Colman Domingo, among
others.

“This movie is an experi-
ence, and all you need to get
from the beginning to the end
is a seatbelt,” Spielberg said.

The 79-year-old veteran
filmmaker said he’s been cu-
rious about “what’s happen-
ing in the night sky” since he
was a child.

This movie is an
experience, and all
you need to get from
the beginning to the
end is a seatbelt. |
truly believe that
this movie is going
to answer questions,
and cause you to ask a
lot of questions

STEVEN SPIELBERG

“I truly believe that this
movie is going to answer
questions, and cause you to
ask a lot of questions,” he
teased.

The thrice Oscar-winning
director received an award
from the Motion Picture As-
sociation during his appear-
ance at CinemaCon.

Spielberg also discussed
the importance of long the-
atrical release windows, as
streaming platforms continue
to take a bite out of box office
revenues.

“I am particularly excited
that Universal has recently
announced their commit-
ment to a 45-day window for
the wide releases,” Spielberg
said.

“But today I hear 60 days?”
he joked.

CinemaCon continues
Wednesday night with a pres-
entation from Amazon MGM
studios.
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VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
33888886 or HAMAD@SPEC-
TRUMOILFIELD.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
33888886 or HAMAD@SPEC-
TRUMOILFIELD.COM

MCSIX FOR RECRUITING MAN-
POWER W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17402050 or
dheya@mcsix.me

AIR MASTER CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17874874
or mmalsekri@gmail.com

GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

BHAMBRA AIR CONDITIONING
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of AIR-CONDITIONING
TECHNICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
33746848 or BHAMBRAT969@
GMAIL.COM

CASA MARIA BH SUPPORT
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 35900842 or NAVEED-
KHAAAN7@GAMIL.COM

MCSIX FOR RECRUITING MAN-
POWER W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17402050 or
dheya@mcsix.me

TEBODIN MIDDLE EAST LIMITED
has a vacancy for the occupation
of OPERATOR(GAS PRODUC-
TION EQUIPMENTS), suitably
qualified applicants can contact
17700544 or TEBODIN@BATEL-
C0.COM.BH

PARK DINE TOURIST RESTAU-
RANT W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 13606969 or ANEESH@
ANEESHT.COM

MAAZ MAINTENANCE W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 38430819
or HARRISKHAN2220@GMAIL.COM

Seven Energy W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FORE-
MAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17500791 or
hr@seven-energy.com

ATALIAN CLOSETS W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation
of CARPENTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
36847750 or AMEDAMINBH@
GMAIL.COM

DS SMART TOURISM ASSIS-
TANCE SERVICES W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of
CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 35458472
or  SAJJAD.AKHTAR49@HOT-
MAIL.COM

BAHRAIN BURGER COMPANY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SERVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
37770734 or ANEESH@FOOD-
VESTHOLDING.COM

SHAHG GENERAL TRADING CO
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COM-
PANY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALES EXECUTIVE
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
33034555 or GILAMIYAED@

GMAIL.COM

BAGS CAPITAL B.S.C CLOSED
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of MANAGER (DATA PRO-
CESSING PLANNING), suitably
qualified applicants can contact
33445443 or N.OBEID@BAGS-
GROUP.COM

AFRICAN GHANA CONSULTAN-
CY AND SERVICES W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
38319938 or QUEENS_GATE@
HOTMAIL.COM

JJ STATION W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of KITCHEN
WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 38008633
or  AMINANDSONST7@GMAIL.
COM

BAHRAIN ENTERPRISES CO.
LTD W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of HEAVY DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17737381 or bahrainen-
terprises@batelco.com.bh

ATTOCK CARGO HANDLING
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33414986 or
MANR24287@GMAIL.COM

AMIR MUNIR AUTO SERVICE
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of AUTOMOBILE PAINT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33326744 or amir-
munir572@gmail.com

REGAL MAINTENANCE & SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of ASSISTANT
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17448936
or regal@rmswll.com

FINPAL ACCOUNTING CO W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CONSULTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
35510114 or bahrain@finpal-
books.com

YADGAAR REAL ESTATE CO
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 36104927 or NA5513971@
GMAIL.COM

ADALYA VAPE AND TOBACCO
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 17295555 or FRASANBAH-
RAIN@GMAIL.COM

SE MAXX CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33002530
or QASIMKHAN71294@GMAIL.
COM

NASEER AHMED INTERIOR DEC-
ORATION W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33947500 or
RAJAHEIGHTS@GMAIL.COM

ARAQT EUROPEAN KITCHENS
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
33435050 or pd.docm21@gmail.
com

NOOR ALTAQWA DOCUMENT
CLEARANCE has a vacancy for
the occupation of DATA ENTRY
OPERATOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36873285
or BASSAALNAIMAT@GMAIL.COM

DIVYA AMUDHAM SNACKS &
SWEETS W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of COOK(ASSIS-
TANT), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 16171721 or
DIVYAAMUDHAM@GMAIL.COM

BLACK DREAM SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 38881547 or HGDYNAM-
ICC@GMAIL.COM

CISOCHECK W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of INFORMA-
TION TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 77360360 or SANA@
CTM360.COM

TARNAB BUILDING MATERIALS
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES AGENT, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 35049904 or IRFANU720@
GMAIL.COM

bani jamrah autogarage has a
vacancy for the occupation of
MECHANIC, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39000637
or ALUAMARATC@GMAIL.COM

MARKET PARTS MENA HUB.
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES AGENT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
33447956 or QASIMRAHEEL4@
GMAIL.COM

EASY CAR ACCESSORIES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
36347399 or MUHAMMADTAN-
VEERG2024@GMAIL.COM

EXCELLENCE HOME CARE has
a vacancy for the occupation of
RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 37499917
or HASGHM@GMAIL.COM

BAHRAIN BRANCH CONTRACT-
ING has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of GARDENER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
17270909 or BBC.BH@OUT-
LOOK.COM

Bahrain Electromechanical Ser-
vices Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17536275 or
BEMCO@BATELCO.COM.BH

K P K RESTAURNT W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 33967222 or KPKH6209@
GMAIL.COM

M AZAM SERVICES W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation
of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 39771163 or RS1327493@
GMAIL.COM

PROJECTS ACCESS SCAFFOLD-
ING & FORMWORK CO. W.L.L.
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SCAFFOLDER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
17737891 or jose@projectsac-
cess.net

SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of FITTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
17674319 or DUAIJMALKHALI-
FA@ASRY.NET

ALl 222 CLEANING SERVICES
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE WORKER HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 34489050 or ALI-
HASSANPK449@GMAIL.COM

ZOOM PRINCEW.L.L has avacan-
cy for the occupation of FOOD
SERVICE WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
17001720 or PRINCEBURGER@
GMAIL.COM

BRUJU FOR VISITOR ASSIS-
TANCE SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36758569
or DAYANFASHIONBH@GMAIL.
COoM

SARAYA CONTRACTORS CO.
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CARPENTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
17691591 or md@sarayaco.com
AVIN TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of
SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 35521716

or SIVAPRAKASBH@GMAIL.COM

DIGITRACE CONSULTING SER-
VICES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALES
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
34191352 or ZAHIDRASHID_333@
HOTMAIL.COM

NEW WAY BUSINESS MANAGE-
MENT W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 35563005 or NWB-
MANAGEMENT76@GMAIL.COM

POLARTECH COOLING SER-
VICES has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(SALES),
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 34588556 or SHAHNA-
ZAMJADT748@GMAIL.COM

ITALIAN KITCHENS MARKETING
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ALUMINIUM TECH-
NICIAN  (GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact
66648668 or ALAAMEMO93@
GMAIL.COM

INTERIOR INGENUITY W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKERS(LAUNDRY),  suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 34584631 or GHULAMHUS-
SAIN2916@GAMIL.COM

NESTO SUPERMARKET & DE-
PARTMENT STORE W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of
SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39151200
or  WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@
GMAIL.COM

FABREKO CONSTRUCTION COM-
PANY WLL has a vacancy for the
occupation of CONSTRUCTION
WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33422370
or AWAISCH3333@HOTMAIL.COM

CLIPPER GENTS SALOON. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation
of BARBER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34390912
or ahmadmalik250@gmail.com

Seven Energy W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of JAN-
ITOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17500791 or
hr@seven-energy.com

BAB AL BURJ SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 36345062 or BALJINDER-
GULF1981@GMAIL.COM

MASGOOF AL  NOKHADHA
RESTAURANT has a vacancy for
the occupation of COOK(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33913334 or
SAYEDADNANKADAM@GMAIL.
COM

RITA EMERALD FASHION W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation
of SALES REPRESENTATIVE,
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 66669605 or ma-
sarbswll@gmail.com

FILE CONSTSRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
39597061 or ashfoqraza29@
gmail.com

BLOOKI CLEANING SERVICES
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE WORKER
HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35618064 or
MUNEERRWALI6@GMAIL.COM

LULU GULF PEARL CITY
RESTAURANT W.L.L has avacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36760566 or SHAIKH.
MUZAHIR789@GMAIL.COM
RACING FORCE INTERNATIONAL
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BLENDER (COLORS),
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17839999 or gov.rfi@
racingforce.com

SAGHIR AHMED MOTOR VEHI-
CLE SPARE PARTS W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of
SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33212370
or SAGHIRAHMED4776@GMAIL.COM

ALYAA CARPENTRY WORKSHOP
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CARPENTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
33060461 or ALYAA_WORK-
SHOP@OUTLOOK.COM.COM

BEST OF THE BEST SUPPORT
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 35095660
or HAMIDNAWAZO777@GMAIL.
COM

RAJPOT BAKERY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BREAD
BAKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39888023 or
chshafig581@gmail.com

JAHANZAIB JAHANGIR SER-
VICESW.L.L has avacancy forthe
occupation of WORKER(PAINT
FINISHER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33051141 or
ZABIDON618@GMAIL.COM

barbeer Green Contracting -
Bahraini Partnership Co. has a
vacancy for the occupation of
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 34384278 or barbeer-
green9876@gmail.com

AL ZAHRAA SPARE PARTS AND
ACCESSORIES has a vacancy
for the occupation of CASHIER,
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39669017 or ALIL-
WALAD90@GMAIL.COM

ALMISHRIF RESTAURANT has
a vacancy for the occupation of
WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33997756 or
BNT.NASSER@GMAIL.COM

AL QASWA HOLIDAYS W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37729998 or
SAMEERMESSAGE4U@YAHOO.
COM

C M PASOL AND CO SERVICES
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERVISOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
33548384 or CMPASAOL1122@
GMAIL.COM

BEAUTY BOUNTY SALON has
a vacancy for the occupation
of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
38487070 or FAALNASSER@
OUTLOOK.COM

SHUWAIKH HAIRDRESSING SA-
LON has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BARBER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
17594040 or THEKING_1988@
HOTMAIL.COM

almarjah auto service has a
vacancy for the occupation of
ELECTRICIAN(VEHICLES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 33362552 or shryf-
hh45@gmail.com

Mechanical Contracting & Ser-
vices Company W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of
RIGGER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36937988 or
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of
SECURITY MAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
17008217 or JALALEBRAHIM@
GMAIL.COM

Mechanical Contracting & Ser-
vices Company W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of
FLAME-CUTTER(HAND), suitably
qualified applicants can contact
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.
COM

Mechanical Contracting & Ser-
vices Company W.L.L has a

vacancy for the occupation of
FLAME-CUTTER(HAND), suitably
qualified applicants can contact
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

VELMURE PERFUMES W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17533495
or ALSHAIKH2@HOTMAIL.COM

TEA TIME W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36960999 or INFOBAH-
RAIN2@GMAIL.COM

DREAM MILES SERVICES CO
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL,  suitably
qualified applicants can contact
34481523 or NAWAZHANIF53@
GMAIL.COM

Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has
a vacancy for the occupation
of SECURITY GUARD, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
77996666 or GOVERNMENT@
MRE.CO

ALFANER LIGHTING B.S.C. -
CLOSED has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17874567 or
UMA7MADEE@GMAIL.COM

KRONOS CONTRACTING W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ELECTRICAL ASSISTANT,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39441273 or MRK1313@
GMAIL.COM

MEDIA SOLUTIONS ADVERTIS-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALES EXCUTIVE,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17217003 or VINEETH@
MEDIASOLUTIONS.COM.BH

D L M C SERVICES W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER(PAINT FINISHER),
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 34213050 or DILB.
BH.IND@GMAIL.COM

BUILD CITY TRADING W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation
of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
66707072 or AHMED88BUSH-
AQUR@GMAIL.COM

BRIGADE PROPERTIES has a
vacancy for the occupation of
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact
66300575 or BRIGADEPROPER-
TIES.BH@GMAIL.COM

OLIVE HOTEL has a vacancy for
the occupation of MASSEUR,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17251444 or NAMAL-
CO@BATELCO.COM.BH

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES
has a vacancy for the occupation
of SECURITY GUARD, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

IFTIKHAR AHMED COMBINED
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of PLUMBER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33742314 or
IFTIKHARCHEEMA822@GMAIL.
coMm

MS MANAGEMENT CONSULTAN-
CY W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALES WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33990445 or sangha-
maninder7/@gmail.com

PRINCESSES TOUCH W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of
RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36176809
or MA7MOUDMS1990@GMAIL.
COoM

GILL BROTHERS MANAGEMENT
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE BOY / FAR-
RASH, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35545213 or
GILLBROTHERSMANAGEMENT-
CO@GMAIL.COM
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His Highness Shaikh Isa bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa attends the REHC

Nine-Race Card Showcases Talent

Winners from
multiple stables

TDT | Manama

he Future Stars Series, spon-

sored by Singapore Gulf
Bank (Bahrain Bred), conclud-
ed during the 28th race of the
2025/2026 season at the Rashid
Equestrian and Horseracing
Club racecourse in Al Raffa,
Sakhir, in the presence of senior

members of the Royal Family
and a large gathering of racing
enthusiasts.

His Highness Shaikh Isa bin
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
Minister of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Court and Chairman of the
REHC High Committee, attended
the concluding round, along-
side His Highness Shaikh Faisal
bin Rashid bin Isa Al Khalifa,
Vice President of the Supreme
Council for Environment and
Deputy Chairman of the REHC
High Committee.

The race meeting featured the
Palace Enterprises Cup in addi-
tion to several REHC Cups, form-
ing part of an evening marked by
competitive racing and strong
public engagement. A number of
Their Highnesses and Excellen-
cies, as well as representatives of
sponsoring entities, were also in
attendance, contributing to the
lively atmosphere.

Winners across the series
were honoured during the clos-
ing ceremony. His Highness
Shaikh Ali bin Mohammed bin

Salman Al Khalifa secured the
SGB Future Stars Sprint Cup, pre-
sented by Singapore Gulf Bank
Vice Chairman Ali Moosa, and
also received the REHC Cup for
the eighth round from Acting
Chief Executive Officer Yusuf
Osama Buheji.

The evening’s programme
featured nine races, with vic-
tories shared among multiple
stables, reflecting the com-
petitive strength and growing
depth of Bahrain’s horse racing
sector.

Alcaraz withdraws from Madrid

Masters after wrist injury
AFP | Madrid

Bahrain face demanding

volleyball schedule

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s senior men’s
Bvolleyball team face a

demanding schedule at
the fourth GCC Games in Doha,
with a string of fixtures that will
immediately test their medal
ambitions.

The volleyball draw took
place on Thursday at Lusail
Hall at the Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee headquarters, alongside
the handball competition. Rep-
resentatives from all six GCC
nations were present, with the
final schedule confirmed yes-
terday following a series of ad-
justments.

Bahrain open their campaign
against Oman on May 16, before
quickly turning around to face
the United Arab Emirates the
following day. After a rest day,
they resume against Kuwait on
May 19, followed by a key clash
with hosts Qatar on May 20.
They close their group stage
against Saudi Arabia.

The nationals arrive as one of
the tournament’s leading con-
tenders, underpinned by strong
recent form. Bahrain claimed
silver at the previous edition in
Kuwait City in 2022 and, before
that, secured consecutive gold
medals in Dammam and Bah-
rain, reinforcing their status as
a consistent force in regional
volleyball.

Much of that core remains in-

Coach Josserand and his players celebrate winning bronze at last November’s Islamic Solidarity Games

tact. The squad retains its estab-
lished group of Mohamed Anan,
Hassan Al Warqaa, Mohamed
Yaqoob, Ali Ebrahim, Mahmood
Abdulwahid, Mohammed Jas-
sim, and Sayed Hashim Isa, pro-
viding continuity, stability, and
cohesion across the team.

That continuity is further
boosted by the return of cap-
tain Nasser Anan, who rejoins
the side after a disciplinary
suspension. His presence adds
experience and leadership at a

key moment in the campaign.

The team are led by French
head coach Arnaud Josserand,
with Bahrain continuing un-
der an international coaching
structure aimed at maintaining
strong regional results.

The Gcc Games feature 19
sports staged across multiple
venues in Doha, with volley-
ball and handball among the
headline team competitions.
Matches will be spread across 10
venues, including Aspire Dome,

Qatar Sports Club, Khalifa In-
ternational Tennis, Squash and
Badminton Complex, Lusail
Shooting Range, and Al Gharafa
Sports Club.

Beyond the GCC Games, Bah-
rain will also use the tourna-
ment as preparation for the
2026 AVC Men’s Volleyball Cup
in India, which begins on June
20. Josserand’s side enter that
competition as reigning cham-
pions, having won the 2025
title.

Bahrain head to Thilisi

TDT | Manama

ahrain will face Georgiain a

friendly in Tbilisi on 5 June,
a fixture that comes as part of
their wider preparations for a
busy international cycle. The
match is scheduled around the
FIFA international window and
offers them a chance to test
themselves against European
opposition away from home,
adding variety to their build-up
work.

That preparation is being
shaped with several major tar-
gets in mind. Later this year,
Bahrain will head into the Gulf
Cup as defending champions
and aim to retain the title they
secured in the previous edition.
That campaign is expected to
set the tone for what follows,
with competitive momentum

Bahrain’s senior men’s foothall national team

carrying into 2027.

Looking further ahead, atten-
tion will shift to the AFC Asian
Cup, where Bahrain have al-
ready booked their place. They
enter the draw in Pot 3, along-
side teams such as Thailand,

China, Palestine, Vietnam, and
Tajikistan. Across the wider
field, Asia’s leading sides — in-
cluding Japan, South Korea,
Iran, and Australia — are also
confirmed, while hosts Saudi
Arabia qualify automatically.

For the nationals, who are
currently ranked 91st in the
FIFA world rankings, the fix-
ture against Georgia fits into a
broader effort to expose Tala-
jic’s squad to different styles and
conditions.

arlos Alcaraz withdrew
from the Madrid Masters
yesterday, increasing concerns
over whether he will be able to
defend his Roland Garros title.
The world number two
played in the Barcelona Open
first round before pulling out
of the tournament on Wednes-
day because of a wrist injury.
“There is news that is in-
credibly hard to share. Ma-
drid is home, one of the most
special places on the calendar
for me, and that’s why it hurts
so much not to be able to play
here for the second year in a
row,” wrote Alcaraz in a post
on X.
“It especially hurts not to be
able to be there in front of my
people, at a tournament that is

Carlos Alcaraz

so special.”

Earlier yesterday 24-time
Grand Slam winner Novak
Djokovic also pulled out of the
Madrid Open, which begins on
April 21.

The French Open, which
Alcaraz won back-to-back in
2024 and 2025, starts on May
18.

Slot backs Ekitike to recover
from ‘devastating’ Achilles injury

AFP | London

iverpool manager Arne

Slot believes Hugo Ekitike
can come back even strong-
er from a ruptured Achilles
tendon that has ended the
French striker’s season, and
his dreams of playing in the
World Cup.

Ekitike suffered the injury
against his former club Paris
Saint-Germain on Tuesday as
Liverpool bowed out of the
Champions League.

The 23-year-old had scored
17 goals in his debut season in
England after a £69 million
($93 million) move from Ein-
tracht Frankfurt and was al-
most certain to make Didier
Deschamps’s France squad for
the World Cup.

“Devastating for him,” said
Slot yesterday with Ekitike
expected to be out for at least
nine months.

“Missing out on so many
special moments, but he’s not
the first and will not be the
last player that experienced
something like this in the start
of his career.

“There are so many exam-
ples of players that came back
even stronger and that’s the
challenge he has now.

“I'm 100 percent sure he will
be one of those that in 10 to
15 years say, ‘maybe this inju-
ry even helped me to become
stronger and become even
more ready to perform even at a
higher level than I did before’.”

The loss of Ekitike was also
a huge blow to Liverpool’s
hopes of securing a place in
the Champions League next
season.

Slot’s men sit fifth in the Pre-
mier League, which will be
enough to qualify, and enjoy
a four-point lead over sixth-
placed Chelsea.
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atchweek 18 of the
Nasser bin Hamad
Premier League con-

tinued yesterday with Al Ahli
edging Bahrain Club 2-1, while
Riffa struck late to beat A’ali 1-0
and stay in the upper half of
the table.

At the Bahrain National Stadi-
um, the match started at pace. Al
Ahliled in the 8th minute when
Abdulla Al Hashash met a cor-
ner from Jodo Victor Coutinho,
heading in his 10th goal of the
season and moving within two
of the league’s top scorer, Edi-
mar Ribeiro da Costa.

Bahrain Club responded in
the 12th minute. Mohamed Ja-
mal’s long throw was flicked
on by Sultan Al Salatneh, and
Jassim Khalil headed home with
a deflection off Hamed Toure
helping it in.

The game turned in the 17th
minute when Khalil was sent
off for a reckless two-footed
challenge on Atton Paved Job
Bah, leaving Bahrain Club with
ten men for over 70 minutes.

Al Ahli thought they had re-
taken the lead on the half-hour
mark when Hashash tapped in
from Hussain Haroona’s cross,
but it was ruled offside. Their
pressure told three minutes
later as Atton Paved Job Bah
reacted to aloose ball and set up
Faisal Habib, who finished into

Abdulla Al Hashash in action during Al Ahli’s victory

the bottom corner.

Al Ahli controlled thereafter,
limiting Bahrain Club’s chances.
The win lifts them to seventh on
23 points, while Bahrain Club
remain bottom on seven points,
looking increasingly destined
for relegation.

At Khalifa Sports City, Riffa
dominated possession against
A’ali but struggled to break
through in the first half.

Riffa coach Mohamed
Mashaan watched from the

stands due to a disciplinary sus-
pension, as his side were repeat-
edly frustrated by goalkeeper
Omar Rajab, who kept A’ali level
with a series of saves. The pat-
tern continued into the second
half as Riffa pressed without
reward.

In the 80th minute, Vinicius
Vargas was denied from close
range when Rajab tipped his
effort onto the bar.

Just when A’ali looked set for
a point, Riffa struck in the 89th

Al Ahli Hold Firm as
Riffa Strike Late

Ali Madan celebrates scoring Riffa’s
late winner

minute. A short corner opened
space on the left, and Rodrigo
Yuri crossed for substitute Ali
Madan to head home.

The result keeps Riffa third
on 37 points, six points off the
top, while A’ali remain fourth
on 25.

Matchweek 18 concludes to-
day with Al Malkiya facing Al
Shabab at 5:25pm, before Sitra
meet Al Khaldiya at 7:35pm,
with Lasssad Al Chabbi’s side
looking to reclaim top spot.

Arsenal face defining
Man City clash

Arsenal’s Spanish manager Mikel Arteta (C) takes a team training session

(file photo)
AFP | London

Mikel Arteta has urged

spluttering Arsenal to
embrace the “huge privilege”
of facing Manchester City in
a potentially decisive show-
down in the Premier League
title race.

Arteta’s side are six points
clear of second-placed City
ahead of their blockbuster
clash at the Etihad Stadium
on Sunday.

But City have a game in hand
on the Gunners and a victory
for Pep Guardiola’s men would
tilt the balance of power in
their favour heading into the
final weeks of the season.

Adding to the drama of the
do-or-die battle, Arsenal are
enduring an untimely loss of
form after losing three of their
last five games in all compe-
titions.

10

consecutive Premier
League games have passed
without an Arsenal victory

at the Etihad Stadium

They were beaten by City in
the League Cup final, suffered
a shock FA Cup quarter-final
exit at second-tier Southamp-
ton and slumped to a home
league defeat against Bourne-
mouth.

The Gunners were well be-
low their best once again on
Wednesday when they edged
past Sporting Lisbon, draw-
ing 0-0 to secure a 1-0 aggre-
gate victory in the Champions
League quarter-finals.

Renard sacked as Saudi Arabia
coach ahead of World Cup

cnd

Herve Renard reacts during a match (fil
AFP | Paris

Frenchman Herve Renard
said yesterday he has been
relieved of his duties as Saudi
Arabia coach, less than two
months before the start of the
2026 World Cup.

Renard, 57, returned for a
second spell as Saudi coach
at the end of 2024, having led
them at the last World Cup in
Qatar, including to a famous
win over eventual champions
Argentina in the group stage.

“That’s football... Saudi
Arabia have qualified for the
World Cup seven times, in-
cluding twice with me,” Re-
nard told AFP via telephone.

“And there’s only one coach
who has led them through
both the qualifiers and the
World Cup; that’s me, in 2022.
Atleast there will be that sense
of pride.”

-

e photo)

Renard, a two-time Africa
Cup of Nations winner with
Zambia and Ivory Coast, led
Saudi Arabia from 2019 to
2023 before being replaced by
Roberto Mancini.

He served as coach of the
France women’s team and
reached the quarter-finals of
both the 2023 Women’s World
Cup and 2024 Olympics.

Renard was later brought
back by Saudi Arabia to suc-
ceed Mancini as the Italian left
his role after an underwhelm-
ing 14-month stint.

Former Greece international
Georgios Donis is reportedly
being lined up as the man to
take over from Renard.

A source close to the ne-
gotiations told AFP that talks
are under way between the
federation and Saudi club Al
Khaleej, where Donis has been
in charge since 2024.

Muharraq Finish Treble Run Over Manama

Hussain Maskati
TDT | Manama

l\ 1 uharraq are champions

again after an 89-81 over-
time win over Manama in Game
4 of the 2025-26 Zain Bahrain
Basketball League Finals last
night, sealing a 3-1 series victory
and completing a domestic tre-
ble. The treble includes the Bah-
rain Super Cup and the Khalifa
bin Salman Cup, with all three
titles coming at the expense of
their rivals.

The addition of Deshawndre
Washington from Shabab Al
Ahli Dubai after an MVP season
in the UAE proved pivotal for
Peter Schomers’ side. Arriving
just a day before Game 4, he
immediately stepped into the
role of floor general, and his
two-way impact helped steer
the Red Wolves to their fifth
championship.

Muharraq set the tone early
in the series with narrow wins
in Games 1 and 2 (74-73 and
88-80), taking control from the
outset. Manama, coached by
Salman Ramadhan and the re-
cord 25-time league champions,
responded in Game 3 with an
89-83 win to extend the series.

Game 4 followed a familiar
pattern, with Manama starting
stronger before Muharraq grad-
ually asserted control.

Manama opened well through
new signing Donovan Smith,
who provided immediate inte-

Muharragq players, officials, and fans celebrate with the league title at Khalifa Sports City

rior presence and efficient scor-
ing. Alongside Ahmed Salman
and Emran Hasan, he helped
Manama move the ball effec-
tively, while Muharraq stayed
close through second-chance
points despite early turnovers.
Manama led 24-21 after the first
quarter.

The second quarter remained
closely contested. Smith con-
tinued to anchor the offense
and finished with a game-high
31 points, consistently finishing
inside. Muharraq responded
through Nader Ali’s perimeter
shooting and improved execu-
tion, keeping the game with-
in reach. At halftime, Manama
held a narrow 35-34 lead.

The momentum shifted af-
ter the break. Washington took
control for Muharraq, dictating
tempo and attacking the rim to
force defensive rotations. Mu-
harraq became more organized
at both ends and built a 67-59
lead by the end of the third
quarter.

Manama fought back in the
fourth. Alex Young increased
his scoring aggression, Emran
Hasan added key perimeter
baskets, and Smith continued
his inside production. Muhar-
raq’s turnovers under pressure
allowed Manama to erase the
deficit, and the game was tied
77-77 in the final minute, send-
ing it to overtime.

In the extra period, the Red
Wolves regained composure.
Mohamed Nasser hit a crucial
three-pointer to shift momen-
tum, while Washington man-
aged possessions with control
and efficiency. Muharraq tight-
ened defensively, limited sec-
ond-chance opportunities, and
pulled away to secure the 89-81
win and the championship

Washington finished with
27 points, nine rebounds, and
six assists, leading the decisive
third-quarter surge and over-
time control. Smith’s 31 points
led all scorers in defeat, but Mu-
harraq once again delivered in
key moments to secure another
title.
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