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To an animal-lover, the fear 
that a person unfamiliar 
with animals feels is diffi-

cult to understand. This is espe-
cially true in the case of dogs which 
are honoured as ‘man’s best friend’ 
and have a long history of being 
kept as pets, as security support 
to sniff out drugs and explosives, 
as guard dogs and as guide dogs 
for the blind or deaf. With such an 
admirable background, canine-lov-
ers argue fiercely that any move to 
catch strays and move them to safe 
sanctuary or even trap and neuter 
them to break the chain of new 
strays is not correct. 

H o w e v -
er, even ca-
nine-lovers 
would agree 
t h a t  b e i n g 
confronted 
by a pack of 
hostile dogs 
–  o r  e v e n 
friendly dogs 
running in a 
pack – can 
be terrifying. 
You are out-
n u m b e r e d 
a n d  s t r a y 
dogs are of-
ten creatures 
t h a t  h a v e 
reverted to 
their wilder 
instincts of 
hunting and 
attacking in 
a pack. One 
false move 
c a n  r e s u l t 
i n  i n j u r y. 
Little won-
der that in 
March 2021 
alone over 
1 8 5  c o m -
plaints were received and 133 stray 
dogs were caught and taken off 
the streets for neutering. Cash- 
strapped municipal councils are 
now looking for a permanent shel-
ter to house the dogs.

As responsible citizens, there is 
plenty that we too can do to tack-
le the stray dog menace. There 
are so many dog-lovers who think 
they are doing good and feed the 
dogs in their neighbourhood and 
even other localities. While this is 
commendable, it means that the 
size of the pack increases with 
ready availability of food and soon 
becomes unmanageable. If you 
truly care for the strays in your 
street, why not invest in supporting 
a Trap & Neuter programme and 
the upkeep of the dog in shelters 
away from residential and indus-
trial areas where they are subject 
to traffic and the vagaries of an 
uncared-for life?

If you are a pet-owner, do not 
abandon your pet to the street 
when you tire of it – and if you 
want to own a pet, think carefully 
about the responsibilities that are 
attached to the ownership. We are 
all responsible for caring for the 
world and all its creatures.
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This means they were 
broadly advocates 
of a federated (or 

confederated), centralized 
European state, without 

ever having the necessary 
political debate that 

raged in the US in the 
1790s between the 

advocates of centralism 
(Alexander Hamilton) and 
decentralization (Thomas 

Jefferson). 
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DR. JOHN C. HULSMAN

I have long suspected that the 
endless undoubtedly boring Eu-
ropean summit meetings are so 

turgid for a reason. It is easy to get 
lost in the byzantine complexities of 
false agreements that actually solve 
nothing. And that is how the EU likes 
it: For us to have little idea that it is a 
paper tiger, so much less than meets 
the eye in terms of its geostrategic 
power.

But crises clarify. And there is 
absolutely no doubt that the coro-
navirus has made crystal clear that 
the old model governing the EU has 
finally, after a brilliant 70-year run, 
entirely run out of steam. The sup-
posed deal over emergency Europe-
an coronavirus funds pledged last 
week to the plague-ravaged south, 
far from being a concord, has ex-
posed the EU’s haplessness for all 
to see.

First, if you are brave enough to 
wade through the actual agreement 
reached, it becomes palpably clear 
that it is full of policy holes. The 
Eurogroup of finance ministers has 
recommended using the European 
Stability Mechanism (ESM), estab-
lished in the wake of the 2008 Great 
Recession, to meet the southerners’ 
needs.

A basic problem with this is that 
the ESM was set up in the wake of 
an asymmetric shock — the par-
ticular economic follies of Greece 
and possibly other southern econ-
omies — rather than the symmetric 
shock of a global pandemic. In other 
words, there can be no doubt that 
Greece was largely to blame for its 
own parlous situation. The same 

cannot now be said of the Southern 
European states ravaged by a global 
pandemic. The basic issue of fairness 
is in real question.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte rightly calls the proposed 
€540 billion ($587 billion) rescue 
plan “a trap.” The accord is there to 
only deal with the immediate impact 
of the virus. However, over the much 
larger rescue efforts necessary to 
revive the Italian and other south-
ern economies necessitated by the 
debilitating lockdown, normal con-
ditionality will be imposed.

This is understandably political-
ly toxic in Italy, where it is seen as 
surrendering basic sovereignty to 
the uncertain mercies of economic 
overlords the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and the Europe-
an Central Bank. No Italian leader 
could accept such colonization and 
survive. In true Kafkaesque fash-
ion, no country in the south that 
truly needs the ESM can politically 
accept it. These design flaws have 
become so obvious that the deal has 
unraveled almost immediately upon 
delivery.

This amounts to more than Eu-
rope’s glaring inability to behave as 
a union when it truly counts; it also 
illustrates the limits of the guiding 
philosophy of the EU. The “Monnet 
method” — functionalism — is a pol-
icy strategy based on the advocacy of 
small, technocratic, apolitical agree-
ments being agreed to precisely be-
cause they seemed secondary, or 
technical, eventually amounting to 
decisive movement toward a con-
federated European state.

In the 1950s, rather than talking 
about grand visions of European 

union (a Valhalla that had far less 
than majority support), it was better 
to discuss seemingly inoffensive coal 
and steel union, even as the latter led 
to further economic union, and then 
to a degree of political union. Large 
political questions were to be pur-
posefully avoided in favor of getting 
to large political answers (always in 
the direction of ever closer union) 
through the backdoor of technical, 
apolitical initiatives. Over decades, 
functionalism met with the great-
est of success, as a broadly united 
Europe emerged, all without ever 
answering the basic question of what 
sort of political construct was truly 
being created.

While this seemed clever and it 
worked for a long while, in actuality, 
functionalism has stored up a great 
deal of trouble for Europe, which has 
come home to roost since the Great 
Recession of 2008. The founders of 
the EU wanted a powerful Hamilto-
nian Brussels without ever having 
their Hamiltonian moment..

This means they were broadly 
advocates of a federated (or confed-
erated), centralized European state, 
without ever having the necessary 
political debate that raged in the US 
in the 1790s between the advocates 
of centralism (Alexander Hamilton) 
and decentralization (Thomas Jef-
ferson). In the end, the federalist ad-
ministration of George Washington 
opted for Hamilton’s centralizing 
vision, won overwhelming re-elec-
tion and a popular mandate for the 
national government to assume state 
debt, while at the same time estab-
lishing a powerful national Treas-
ury, brilliantly headed by Hamilton 
himself.

Due to an overly clever function-
alism, present European leaders 
(with the honorable exception of 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France) shied away from this diffi-
cult argument in the happier times 
that preceded the coronavirus. But 
the failure of functionalism over the 
past 70 years to decisively answer 
the question of what sort of union 
Europe was to become is now fatally 
handicapping basic and necessary 
efforts to combat the coronavirus 
— the political risk event of our gen-
eration.

The result is an EU built only for 
sunny weather, which trundles along 
nicely in good times, but is fatally 
overmatched in bad ones. A political 
union that no one really believes in 
and whose members are not willing 
to make the basic sacrifice of blood 
and treasure for is a union only in 
name. And, without the Hamiltoni-
an moment in these times of crisis, 
Europe will be increasingly unfit 
for purpose.

A FOOL THINKS HIMSELF TO 
BE WISE, BUT A WISE MAN 
KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE A 
FOOL.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Once again the leaders, the busi-
ness houses and the people of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain have 

come together in the spirit of patriot-
ism and unity to raise defenses against 
an unusual and unseen enemy – the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic.

In just 24 hours, these parties, led by 
the example of HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, have raised over BD 
21 million to help people and business-
es struck by the impact of the virus. 
The funds, under the project ‘Feena 
Khair’ (There is Good in Us) will be 
used for business support and medical 
support as well as humanitarian food 
and clothing aid. 

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry also provided its spacious 
and centrally-located old premises for 
use by the COVID-19 task force. 

In the midst of our peculiar con-
dition of isolation, social dis-
tancing and despair, we must 
rejoice in this stream of com-
passion that has sprung from 
amidst us to counter the harsh 
reality of the crisis. It is praise-
worthy of the big businesses 
to have come forward to sup-
port the vision of the leaders 
of Bahrain and keep the hu-
manitarian consideration as 
the first priority in this crisis. 

Long after the dust has set-
tled around the world, those 
who will be remembered 
are leaders who led from 
the heart. Undoubtedly, the 
response of Bahrain’s lead-
ership will shed a beacon of 
light on our historic response. 
Inspired by His Majesty, our 
Crown Prince and First Dep-
uty Premier guided the gov-
ernment in the crucial early 
days to approach the sensi-
tive themes of quarantine and 
treatment with compassion. 
When he returned from his 

sojourn abroad, our beloved Prime 
Minister immediately galvanized the 
Cabinet and government officials, 
displaying his admirable energy and 
crisis management in managing the 
situation. 

I am sure you will all agree that this 
has inspired our business houses and 
individuals to donate so generously 
and tap the vein of goodness within us 
and reach out to help fellow-residents 
of Bahrain. The days are challenging 
but when we have great leaders, we 
all rise to the occasion and to greater 
heights of goodness than we ourselves 
thought possible. 

Yes indeed. There is good in us all..

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the  
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 

Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)        
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EU doomed without the 
Hamiltonian moment

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte calls the proposed €540 billion rescue plan a trap. 

HH Shaikh Nasser

Let’s not 
go ‘a-stray’ 
in canine 
matters

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the 
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 
Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)

The decision followed 
the laxity of those in 

charge of the mosques 
in implementing 

the required 
precautionary 

measures, especially 
those related 
to examining 

the vaccination 
certificates and 
keeping a safe 

distance between 
those performing the 

prayers
MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, ISLAMIC 

AFFAIRS AND ENDOWMENTS

If the collection value exceeds 100 Bahraini 
dinars, it is necessary to obtain a license to 
collect money, and according to the law, the 
license period does not exceed one year. It 
is permissible to extend for another three 

months upon request
 DR MUHAMMAD TAHER AL-QATTAN, ASSISTANT UNDERSECRETARY FOR 

ISLAMIC AFFAIRS

COVID-19 violations: Four mosques closed 
• These mosques 
will remain closed 
for a week

• Dedicated teams 
will carry out contact 
tracing and the 
sanitisation process

TDT | Manama

Four mosques and a 
community centre in 
the Kingdom were 

closed for failure to comply 
with COVID-19 protocols. 

The move comes a day 
after Bahrain reopened 
mosques for Friday prayers, 
Isha and Tarawih following 
a royal order. 

Entry was on producing 
proof of COVID-19 vaccina-
tion or recovery through the 
‘BeAware Bahrain’ app.

Proof of vaccination ap-
pears only 14 days after ad-
ministering the second dose.

The Sunni and Jafari en-

dowment administrations 
picked the mosques that 
were allowed to welcome 
worshippers.

The Ministry of Justice, 
Islamic Affairs and Endow-
ments yesterday said they 
detected violations in four 
mosques in the Capital, Mu-
harraq and Southern Gover-
norates. 

Those mosques will re-
main closed for a week to 
correct their COVID-19 pre-
ventive measures. 

“Failure to comply with 

the protocols by the mosques 
put the health of the wor-
shippers at risk,” the minis-
try statement said.  

“The decision followed the 
laxity of those in charge of 
the mosques in implement-
ing the required precau-
tionary measures, especially 
those related to examining 
the vaccination certificates 
and keeping a safe distance 
between those performing 
the prayers,” the ministry 
added.

The ministry further said 

they took the closure deci-
sion following consultations 
with the National Medical 
Taskforce. 

The one week time is for 
carrying out contact tracing 
and the sanitisation process. 
A dedicated team is on it.  

“A team will also make 
sure that the mosques are 
properly following the pre-
cautionary measures,” the 
ministry said. 

As  per  the  decis ion, 
mosques will open for Fri-
day prayers 45 minutes be-
fore prayer time and close 
25 minutes after the prayer. 

The ministry also specifies 
that the duration of the ser-
mon should not exceed 10 
minutes. 

Worshippers are also re-
quired to leave the mosque 
immediately after prayers. 

Entry, however, is denied 
for women and children un-
der the age of 15. 

The allowed duration for 
Isha and Tarawih prayers are 
40 minutes. 

Waiting time between the 
call to prayer and the evening 

prayer is limited to five 
minutes. Taraweeh prayers 
should commence after the 
Isha prayer. 

Worshippers are required 
to wear masks and ensure 
social distancing at all times.
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138 fundraising licenses issued so far: official
• Names of those 
licensed to collect 
money for religious 
purposes are available 
on www.rfr.bh

TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Justice, 
Islamic Affairs and En-

dowments have, so far, issued 
138 licenses to raise funds 
for religious purposes in the 
Kingdom, said a top official. 

“126 of the licenses were 
for collecting money from 
within the Kingdom, and the 
remaining were for sending 
or receiving money from 
abroad,” said Dr Mohammed 
Taher Al Qattan, Assistant 
Undersecretary for Islamic 
Affairs.

Explaining the roles and 
functions of the office of 
Registration of Applications 
for a License to Collect Mon-
ey for Religious Purposes, he 
said the licencing system is 
for ensuring transparency, 
accountability and boosting 
donor confidence. 

The system verifies the 
purpose for which the mon-
ey is collected and reassures 
its correct use.  

The ministry, Dr Al-Qat-
tan said, had carried out an 

awareness campaign using 
the hashtag #Collecting Do-
nations_Commitment and 
Responsibility’ for the pur-
pose. 

The office issues fundrais-
ing licenses to individuals 
for religious purposes. “Is-
suance of all other licenses 
are by the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Development,” he 
added. 

The ministry also address-
es requests for fundraising 
licenses by associations and 
institutions, whether for 
charitable, social, educa-
tional, cultural or religious 
purposes. 

The Ministry of Youth and 
Sports Affairs issues licenses 
to private bodies working in 
the youth and sports sector 
to collect money.

To receive a license, Dr 
Al-Qattan said, the applicant 
must be a Bahraini, a natural 

person (limited to individu-
als, excluding associations 
and institutions), should 
have good conduct and be-
haviour. He should not have 
received any final judgments 
in felony or misdemeanour 
cases for violating honour, 
trust or public morals.

Regarding documents 
required, he said the appli-
cants much attach original ID 
cared, statement of the bank 
account opened to collect 
money (showing: bank name, 
account name, IBAN account 
number, account balance).

“The applicant must fill 
up an application form, pro-
vide all details and contact 
numbers, and should speci-
fy the purpose of collecting 
the money, determine the 
period for collecting money, 
and plans for disbursing the 
funds.”

“Details of a beneficiary 

is required for 
t r a n s f e r r i n g 
funds abroad as 
well as donors 
for receiving 
f u n d  f r o m 
abroad,”

“The ap -
plicant must 
send all the 
details  in 
PDF format 
to the email: money_col-
lection@moia.gov.bh.” 

Al-Qattan also revealed 
that the office is in the final 
stages of launching licens-
ing processes online through 
WWW.RFR.BH, where all the 
necessary steps for regis-
tration and application are 
available.

“If the collection value ex-
ceeds 100 Bahraini dinars, 
it is necessary to obtain a 
license to collect money, and 
according to the law, the li-

cense period does not exceed 
one year. It is permissible 
to extend for another three 
months upon request.” 

On the types of licenses, 
he said there are four types. 
The first is for raising funds 
from inside the Kingdom for 
up to a year. The second is 
for receiving a donation, the 
third is for receiving money 

from abroad, 
a n d  t h e 
fourth is 
for trans-
f e r r i n g 
m o n e y 
abroad. 

Violations 
will attract 
life imprison-
ment or a jail 
term of not less 
than ten year 
and fines. 

“Whoever col-
lects funds for a 

terrorist purpose or public 
purposes without a license 
shall be punished with im-
prisonment and fines of up 
to five hundred thousand 
dinars,” he said. 

To find the names of those 
licensed to collect money 
for religious purposes, visit 
www.rfr.bh, or call the of-
fice at 17812622, or message 
via WhatsApp on 17812622, 
or via email money_collec-
tion@moia.gov.bh.

Northern Governor Ali bin Al Sheikh 
Abdulhussein Al Asfoor yesterday 
held a Ramadan majlis remotely in the 
presence of lawmakers and citizens. Al 
Asfoor extended Ramadan wishes to His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and His Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister. During the majlis, 
Al Asfoor stressed the importance of 
raising community awareness and joining 
the vaccination campaign. He also urged 
participation in the second edition of the 
national employment programme, which 
aims to provide 25,000 jobs and 10,000 
training opportunities. Several community 
initiatives were launched during the 
majlis, including COVID-19 vaccination for 
the elderly at the Abdulrahman Kanoo 
Social Centre.


