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World’s biggest single-day election

AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia 

Indonesia kicked off one of 
the world’s biggest one-day 
elections yesterday, pitting 

president Joko Widodo against 
ex-general Prabowo Subianto in 
a race to lead the Muslim-major-
ity nation.

More than 190 million Indo-
nesians are set to cast a ballot 
as polls opened shortly after 
7:00 am local time (2200 GMT 
Tuesday) in restive Papua. The 
vote is slated to end at 1:00 pm 
(0600 GMT) in Sumatra at the 
other end of the volcano-dotted 
archipelago.

Some voters went to their 

local mosque before cast-
ing ballots, as the daily call to 
prayer sounded across a na-
tion that is nearly 90 per cent  
Muslim.

A record 245,000 candidates 
are running for public office, 
from the presidency and parlia-
mentary seats to local positions 
-- the first time all are being held 
on the same day.

Opinion polls show Widodo, 
57, is a clear favourite -- but he 
faces a tough challenge from 
Subianto, 67, who has leaned 
on a fiery nationalist ticket and 
warned he will challenge the re-
sults over voter-list irregularities 
if he loses.

Subianto narrowly lost to 

Widodo in 2014 elections, and 
unsuccessfully challenged those 
results.

Voters will flock to more 
than 800,000 polling stations 
where they’ll punch holes in 
ballots -- to make clear their can-
didate choice -- and then dip 

a finger in Muslim-approved 
halal ink, a measure to prevent 
double-voting in a graft-riddled 
country where ballot-buying  
is rife.

The polls present a huge 
logistical challenge in a coun-
try stretching 4,800 kilometres 

across more than 17,000 islands 
with a population of more than 
260 million, including hundreds 
of ethnic groups and languages.

Officials were moving card-
board ballot boxes by motor-
bikes, boats and planes -- as well 
as elephants and horses -- to 

reach mountaintop villages and 
communities deep in the jungle.

A series of so-called “quick 
counts” are expected to give a 
reliable indication of the presi-
dential winner later Wednesday. 
Official results are not expected 
until May.

Indonesian President Joko Widodo (centre L) greets supporters after the country’s 
general election in Jakarta

Voters lured with superheros, tons of fun
Surabaya, Indonesia

Dressed like Count 
Dracula, Yasim Ad-

nan doesn’t look much 
like an election official, 
but neither do his staff 
who are decked out as 
mummies and spooky 
nuns with blood pouring 
from their eyes.

The 37-year-old In-
donesian presided over 
one of the creepiest bal-
lot stations in the Mus-
lim majority country 
Wednesday as it held a 
giant election that fea-
tured some 190 million 
voters and 245,000 can-
didates vying for public 
office, including a new 
president.

To bolster turnout 
at some 800,000 poll-
ing booths nationwide, 
election officials pulled 
out all the stops, from 

dressing like ghouls and 
superheroes to enlisting 
the help of elephants in 
Sumatra.

In Lebak Bulus, in the 
south of the capital Ja-
karta, voters cast their 
ballots at Adnan’s hor-
ror-themed polling sta-
tion which was outfitted 
with cardboard coffins 
and blood-stained rags 

that hung from the ceil-
ing.

Staff were allowed any 
costume they chose, as 
long as it didn’t appear 
to favour either presi-
dent Joko Widodo or his 
re-election rival Prabowo 
Subianto.

“We’re trying to attract 
people so there will be 
less golput,” Adnan told 

AFP, using the Indone-
sian term for citizens 
who don’t vote.

It seemed to work for 
some locals.

“This is amazing - - 
the theme is so different 
from other stations,” said 
42-year-old Komariah 
Usia.

There was also a pho-
to booth on hand for 
successful ballot casters 
-- whose fingers were 
dipped in indelible ink 
to prevent double vot-
ing -- keen to snap a 
picture of themselves 
as proof of their civic  
duty.

Some restaurants and 
other retailers were of-
fering free food and 
drink to those held up 
their ink-stained finger 
as proof they voted.

In Surabaya, Indone-
sia’s second-biggest city, 

an Avengers-themed 
pol l ing  stat ion also 
proved a hit.

Election officials there 
dressed as the cartoon 
superheroes as well as 
the Amazing Spiderman, 
helping disabled voters 
cast a ballot and press-
ing fingers into the Mus-
lim-approved halal ink 
jars.

“We made it look this 
way to motivate millen-
nials, especially first-
time voters,” said poll-
ing station chief Andilio, 
who goes by one name.

But he also hoped 
that staff would take the 
Avengers costumes to 
heart by serving “voters 
just like how these char-
acters would”.

“Safeguard democra-
cy and the election so it 
will be smooth, safe, and 
peaceful,” he added.

Indonesian election workers dressed in superhero costumes 
register voters at a polling station in Surabaya

Operating income  408,565  390,917
Operating costs  (358,772) (348,587)

Operating profit for the period  49,793  42,330

Non-operating expenses
Staff costs  (19,234)  (21,206)
General and administrative expenses  (11,741)  (43,803)
Selling and advertising expenses  (16,702)  (32,402)
Finance cost on lease liabilities  (9,574)  -
Depreciation of property, plant and 
equipment  (737)  (1,240)
Amortisation of intangible assets  (937)  (824)
Directors’ fees  (7,650)  (64,358)

Total non-operating expenses  (66,575)  (163,833)

Loss before investment and other
 income/losses  (16,782)  (121,503)

Investment and other income/(losses)  143,525  (22,486)

Net profit/ (loss) and other 
comprehensive
income/(loss) for the period  126,743 (143,989)

Basic and diluted earnings/(loss)
per share   Fils 3.52  Fils (4.00)

Operating activities
Net profit/(loss) for the period  126,743  (143,989)
Adjustments for:
   Depreciation on property plant and equipment  39,502  40,127
   Amortisation of right-of-use assets  66,121  -
   Amortisation of intangible assets  937  824
  Unrealised fair value loss on financial
     assets at fair value through profit or loss  143,407  343,361
  Dividend income  (286,508)  (286,320)
  Interest income  (89)  (216)
Changes in operating assets and liabilities:
  Inventories  17,532  6,334
  Trade and other receivables  (288,981)  (358,237)
  Trade and other payables  (60,321)  (8,242)
Employees’ terminal benefits, net  (2,454)  4,603

Net cash used in operating activities  (244,111)  (401,755)

Investing activities
Purchase of property, plant and equipment  (4,955)  (835)
Purchase of intangible assets  -  (1,751)
Additions in right-of-use assets  (1,038,897)  -
Dividend received  286,508  286,320
Interest received  89  216

Net cash (used in)/provided by investing activities  (757,255)  283,950

Financing activities
Net movement in lease liabilities  940,779  -

Net cash provided by financing activities  940,779  -

Net decrease in cash and cash equivalents  (60,587)  (117,805)

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of the period  172,372  502,235

Cash and cash equivalents, end of the period  111,785  384,430

ASSETS
Non-current assets
Property, plant and equipment 478,422  512,969
Intangible assets  22,131  23,068
Right-of-use assets  972,776  -
Financial assets at fair value 
through profit or loss  5,587,255 5,730,662
 7,060,584  6,266,699

Current assets
Inventories  44,376  61,908
Trade and other receivables  411,713  122,732
Cash and cash equivalents  111,785  172,372
 567,874  357,012
Total assets  7,628,458  6,623,711

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Capital and reserves
Share capital  4,000,000  4,000,000
Statutory reserve  794,927  794,927
Capital reserve  68,245  68,245
Retained earnings  1,660,773  1,534,030
Treasury shares  (400,000)  (400,000)

Total equity  6,123,945  5,997,202

Non-current liabilities
Non- current portion of lease liabilities  705,179  -
Employees’ terminal benefits  83,415  85,869
 788,594  85,869
Current liabilities
Current portion of lease liabilities  235,600  -
Trade and other payables  480,319  540,640
 715,919  540,640
Total liabilities  1,504,513  626,509

Total equity and liabilities  7,628,458  6,623,711

 Share Statutory Capital Retained Treasury 
 capital reserve reserve earnings shares Total

At 31 December 2017 (Audited)  4,000,000  794,927  68,245  2,932,511  (400,000)  7,395,683
Net loss and other comprehensive
  loss for the period  -  -  -  (143,989)  -  (143,989)
Dividends paid for the year 2017  -  -  -  (360,000)  - (360,000)

At 31 March 2018 (Unaudited)  4,000,000  794,927  68,245  2,428,522  (400,000)       6,891,694

At 31 December 2018 (Audited)  4,000,000  794,927  68,245  1,534,030  (400,000)       5,997,202
Net profit and other comprehensive
income for the period  -  -  -  126,743  -  126,743

At 31 March 2019 (Unaudited)  4,000,000  794,927  68,245  1,660,773  (400,000)  6,123,945

Condensed interim statement of financial position 
as at 31 March 2019 (Unaudited)
(Expressed in Bahrain Dinars)                

Condensed interim statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive 
income for the three months period ended 31 March 2019 (Unaudited)
(Expressed in Bahrain Dinars)            

The unaudited condensed financial information, set out on pages 4 to 17, were 
approved for issue by the Board of Directors on 17 April 2019 and signed on their 
behalf by:
        
    

     Abdul Latif Khalid Al Aujan                  Garfield Jones 
                 Chairman             Vice Chairman and 
              Managing Director
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