
WAR MAY SOMETIMES BE A NECESSARY 
EVIL. BUT NO MATTER HOW NECESSARY, IT 
IS ALWAYS AN EVIL, NEVER A GOOD
 — JIMMY CARTER 
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IN 

HISTORY
First Council of the Lateran 
(9th ecumenical council) opens 
in Rome, agreements of the 
Concordat of Worms are ratified

Jacques de Molay, the 23rd and last 
Grand Master of the Knights Tem-
plar, is burned at the stake by King 

Philip IV of France

German Chancellor Otto von 
Bismarck resigns after 19 years 
after a disagreement with Ger-
man Emperor Wilhelm II

British magistrates in India 
sentence Mahatma Gandhi 
to six years imprisonment 

for disobedience
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Good meeting with @
DrSJaishankar today. 

At the EU-India Summit 
in January, we concluded 
our Free Trade Agreement 
– the mother of all deals – 
and signed a Security and 
Defence Partnership. Now 
we are focused on efficient 
implementation, to deliver 
for the people of Europe 
and India as soon as pos-
sible. We also discussed 
developments in the Mid-
dle East and in Ukraine. 
De-escalation, stability 
and energy security are 
our shared objectives.

@vonderleyen

An upsurge in hostil-
ities between #Af-

ghanistan and #Pakistan 
has resulted in at least 6 
health facilities reported-
ly being impacted in Af-
ghanistan since late Feb-
ruary.  In addition, a re-
ported overnight strike on 
the Omid Drug Rehabili-
tation Facility in Kabul, 
managed by the Ministry 
of Interior, killed more 
than 400 people, and in-
jured at least 250, who 
were being treated for 
substance use disorders.

@DrTedros

Such a pleasure to 
see UN Messenger of 

Peace @Malala  again last 
week. During these trou-
bled times, I’m especially 
grateful for her tireless 
advocacy for women and 
girls around the world — 
including in Afghanistan, 
where girls are banned 
from secondary school 
and women and girls 
have been systematically 
erased from public life. 
At a moment of growing 
setbacks in gender equal-
ity, her voice and determi-
nation are needed more 
than ever.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Israel says Larijani killed Trump admits Iran shocked him
Trump on Monday ad-

mitted he was “shocked” 
at Iran’s response to the 

US-Israel attacks, saying: “They 
weren’t supposed to go after 
all these other countries in the 
Middle East. Those missiles 
were set to go after them.

“So, they hit Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait. 
Nobody expected that. We 

were shocked.” Lebanon was 
drawn into the war when Teh-
ran-backed Hezbollah militants 
struck Israel over Khamenei’s 
killing. 

The war is also spreading 
to Iraq, which has long been a 
proxy battleground between 
the United States and Iran, but 

has sought to avoid 
taking sides. 

A drone and 

rocket attack target-
ed the US embassy 

in Baghdad early yes-
terday, while a strike 

killed four people at a 
house reportedly host-

ing Iranian advisors, 
security officials 

said.

• Israeli Defence 
Minister Israel Katz 
said Larijani was 
“eliminated last night

• Larijani, 68, has 
been described as a 
“true insider” in Iran

AFP | Tehran, Iran

Israel said Tuesday it had 
killed Iran’s powerful na-
tional security chief, Ali 

Larijani, in what would be a 
huge blow to the Islamic re-
public more than two weeks 
into the war engulfing the 
Middle East.

Israeli Defence Minister 
Israel Katz said Larijani was 
“eliminated last night”, al-
though this has not been con-
firmed by Iran.

It comes less than three 
weeks after US-Israeli strikes 
on February 28 killed Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s 
supreme leader since 1989, 
triggering a regional war with 
global repercussions.

Larijani, 68, has been de-
scribed as a “true insider” in 
Iran, close to the late ayatollah 
and central to the republic’s 
nuclear policy and strategic 
diplomacy over decades.

After the war broke out, he 

became even more powerful. 
While the new supreme lead-
er, Mojtaba Khamenei, has 
not been seen in public since 
he was appointed to replace 
his slain father, Larijani was 
seen walking with crowds at 
a pro-government rally last 
week in Tehran.

The reported assassination 
comes as strikes shook coun-
tries across the Middle East on 
Tuesday, from Gulf nations to 
Iraq, Lebanon and Iran.

An AFP reporter had earli-
er Tuesday reported blasts in 
Tehran, after a night of heavy 
bombardment mixed with 
thunder and rain.

Targeting leaders
Israel also said Tuesday it 

had killed Gholamreza Soleim-
ani, head of the Basij paramil-
itary force of Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guards, in a strike on 
Monday in Tehran.

And it said it had targeted 
Akram al-Ajouri, head of the 
military wing of the group 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, in 
a strike in Iran, though he was 
not confirmed dead.

Israel has since the Octo-
ber 7, 2023, attacks by Hamas 
pursued what analysts have 
described as a policy of decap-
itation, targeting the leaders of 
its enemies, including Hezbol-
lah chief Hassan Nasrallah in 
Lebanon, as well as top leaders 
in Gaza.

 Larijani’s accounts post note 
as Israel says killed him
Tehran, Iran

The official social media 
profiles of Iran’s security 
chief Ali Larijani posted a 
handwritten note on Tues-
day, shortly after Israel said 
it had killed him.

Tehran has not confirmed 
Larijani’s death, nor did the 
post address the claim.

The social media post was 
a tribute to the 84 Iranian 
sailors who were killed when 
their frigate was sunk by a 
US submarine in the Indian 

Ocean earlier this month.
The note, which did not in-

clude the date it was written, 
was published on Larijani’s 
accounts on X and Telegram.

“The martyrdom of the 
brave men of the Navy of the 
Army of the Islamic Republic 
aboard the Dena is part of the 
sacrifices of the valiant na-
tion that has emerged at this 
juncture of struggle against 
international oppressors,” 
said Larijani’s note, which 
was written in black ink.

The whereabouts of Iran’s new supreme leader, Mojtaba 
Khamenei, is the subject of much speculation, and US 
President Donald Trump said Monday that “we don’t 
know... if he’s dead or not”.

UAE's oil industrial zone of Fujairah was also hit yesterday, sparking a fire but causing no injuries

Hezbollah denies 
any members 
in Kuwait after 
arrest of 16 alleged 
affiliates
Beirut, Lebanon

Hezbollah on Tues-
day denied it had any 

members in Kuwait a day 
after the Gulf country an-
nounced the arrest of 14 
Kuwaitis and two Lebanese 
nationals allegedly affiliated 
with the group over a “sab-
otage plot”.

“Hezbollah categorically 
denies the allegations and 
accusations issued by the 
Kuwaiti interior minis-
try,” the Iran-backed Leb-
anese militant group said 
in a statement, calling the 
allegations “baseless” and 
adding: “There are no Hez-
bollah cells, members or 
networks in Kuwait.”

Iraq seeks 
Hormuz 
passage

Iraq said it was in con-
tact with Iran to try 

to arrange passage for 
some of its oil tankers 
through the Strait of 
Hormuz.

" C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
are underway with the 
relevant authorities to 
authorise the passage 
of certain oil tankers to 
pass through the Strait 
of Hormuz, in order 
that we can resume our 
exports," Oil Minister 
Hayan Abdel Ghani told 
local TV station al-Shar-
qiya

One killed in Abu 
Dhabi 

Falling debris from a mis-
sile intercept killed one 

person in the Emirati capi-
tal of Abu Dhabi and injured 
two medical staff in Kuwait, 
authorities said.

Qatar said it had inter-
cepted a missile attack after 
an AFP journalist reported 
hearing several explosions 
in Doha.

In Dubai, an AFP journal-
ist heard three explosions 
after authorities warned 
residents of United Arab 
Emirates' most populous 
city to "immediately seek a 
safe place" over "potential 
missile threats".

China offers help

China said it will pro-
vide humanitarian 

assistance to Middle 
Eastern countries, in-
cluding Iran and Leba-
non.

"China has decided to 
provide emergency hu-
manitarian assistance to 
Iran, Jordan, Lebanon 
and Iraq. It is hoped this 
will help alleviate the hu-
manitarian plight faced 
by the local populations," 
foreign ministry spokes-
man Lin Jian told a press 
conference.

US embassy 
attacked

A drone and rocket at-
tack targeted the US 

embassy in Baghdad ear-
ly Tuesday, while a strike 
killed four people at a 
house reportedly hosting 
Iranian advisers, secu-
rity officials said. Black 
smoke was seen rising 
from the embassy com-
pound after the attack.

Oil prices 
jump
The price of oil jumped 

three percent amid 
new Iranian attacks in the 
Middle East war and as 
several countries pushed 
back against US President 
Donald Trump's demand 
that they help secure the 
key Strait of Hormuz.

At around 1115 GMT, 
international benchmark 
Brent crude was at $103.18 
a barrel while West Tex-
as Intermediate was at 
$96.36.

British Airways halts some Middle East routes until June
London, United Kingdom

British Airways said it has 
cancelled flights to and 

from several destinations in the 
Middle East until June as war in 
the region disrupts the global 
aviation industry.

The airline has cancelled 

flights to Amman, Bahrain, 
Dubai, and Tel Aviv through 
31 May, it said in a statement 
shared with AFP on Tuesday.

Flights to Doha have also 
been suspended until 30 April, 
with the airline operating a 
"limited schedule" until 31 May.

"Due to the continuing un-

certainty of the situation in the 
Middle East and airspace in-
stability... we've extended the 
temporary reduction in our fly-
ing schedule in the region," the 
airline said in a statement.

Routes to Riyadh and Jeddah 
in Saudi Arabia will continue to 
operate, while its flights to Abu 

Dhabi will resume on October 
25, as previously announced.

Global airlines have been hit 
by the effects of the war in the 
Middle East, as fuel prices soar 
and customers reassess their 
travel plans.

W h i l e 
the region's 

airlines like Qatar Airways, 
Emirates and Etihad have been 
hit the hardest, most major in-
ternational carriers have also 
been affected, as they operate 
flights both to and through the 

Gulf region.

Tanker struck 
by ‘unknown 
projectile’ near 
Oman: UK 
maritime agency
Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

An “unknown projectile” 
struck a tanker off the 

coast of Oman, a UK mari-
time agency said Tuesday, 
noting there were no re-
ported injuries.

“A Tanker has reported 
being struck by an unknown 
projectile whilst at anchor,” 
UK Maritime Trade Opera-
tions said in a post on X.

“Minor structural dam-
age reported. No injuries 
to crew.”

Indian vessel ‘Nanda Devi’ carrying liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) arrives at Vadinar Port in the Jamnagar district of Gujarat state yesterday after Iran allowed it to 
pass through the Strait of Hormuz, a key energy corridor that remains disrupted by the Middle East war. Indian-flagged tankers ‘Shivalik’ and ‘Nanda Devi’, carrying 
around 92,700 metric tonnes of LPG, had reached ports in Gujarat state, marking a rare exception in commercial passage through the chokepoint.

Firefighters work at the site of an Israeli air strike near the airport in Beirut Qatar’s Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani (R) meeting with Jordan’s King Abdullah II, at the 
Diwan in Doha.

Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli air strike that targeted an area in the southern suburbs of the Lebanese capital 
Beirut

Iran has fired more than 1,900 missiles and drones at the UAE, more than any others targeted

Falling debris from missile 
interceptions killed one 
person on Tuesday in the 

Emirati capital of Abu Dhabi 
and injured two medical staff 
in Kuwait, authorities said, as 
Iran pressed its attacks against 
Gulf countries.

In the UAE capital, debris fell 
in the Bani Yas area “following 
the interception of a ballistic 
missile by air defences”, the 
Abu Dhabi Media Office said 
on X.

Pakistan’s embassy there 
later identified the victim as 
a Pakistani national, saying it 
was “saddened by the tragic  
loss”.

The day before, a Palestinian 
was killed on the edge of the 
city when a missile hit his car.

As well as hitting ports, air-
ports, residential buildings, ho-
tels and military sites around 
the region, Iran has also struck 
energy facilities across the hy-
drocarbon-rich Gulf.

On the east coast of the 
UAE, the oil industrial zone of 
Fujairah was hit on Tuesday 
morning, sparking a fire but 
causing no injuries, local au-
thorities said.

It was the second day in a 
row that the site was hit, with 
a source telling AFP on Mon-

day that oil storage loading had 
been shut down by an attack.

In Kuwait, two medical staff 
were injured when shrapnel fell 
on an emergency medical cen-
tre where they were working, 
the health ministry said.

Two barrages of missiles 
were also launched at Qatar on 
Tuesday, with the Gulf state’s 
defence ministry saying it had 
intercepted the projectiles in 
two separate statements.

After the first salvo, the tiny, 
gas-rich country’s civil defence 
said it was dealing with a minor 
fire in an industrial area follow-
ing the interception, with no 
injuries reported.

In nearby Dubai, an AFP jour-
nalist heard three explosions af-
ter a mobile phone alert warned 
residents of the Emirates’ most 
populous city to “immediately 
seek a safe place” due to “po-
tential missile threats”.

A handout satellite image from Landsat-8/9, made available by the US 
Geological Survey, shows smoke billowing from the Mina Petroleum facility at 
Salalah Port in Oman

Resignation 
of US intel 
official 
over Iran 
‘good thing’: 
Trump
Washington, United States

A senior US counterter-
rorism official who re-

signed to protest the Iran 
war was “very weak on 
security” and it’s a “good 
thing ” that he stepped 
down, President Donald 
Trump said Tuesday.

Joseph Kent, the director 
of the National Counterter-
rorism Center (NCTC), re-
signed on Tuesday saying he 
“cannot in good conscience 
support the ongoing war 
in Iran.” “I always thought 
he was weak on security, 
very weak on security,” the 
president told reporters in 
the Oval Office.He said that 
when he saw Kent’s resig-
nation statement “I realized 
that it’s a good thing that 
he’s out.”

So, they hit Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, 

Kuwait. Nobody expected 
that. We were shocked

TRUMP

Senior US counterterrorism official resigns to protest Iran war
AFP | Washington, United States

A senior US counterterrorism 
official resigned on Tues-

day to protest the US-Israeli war 
against Iran and said the Islamic 
Republic posed no imminent 
threat to the United States.

“I cannot in good conscience 
support the ongoing war in 
Iran,” Joseph Kent, the director 
of the National Counterterror-
ism Center (NCTC), said in his 
resignation letter to President 
Donald Trump.

Kent -- a former member of 
the Green Beret special forces 
who served multiple combat 
tours -- said “Iran posed no im-
minent threat to our nation, and 
it is clear that we started this 
war due to pressure from Isra-
el and its powerful American 
lobby.”

Kent, 45, who was ap-
pointed to head the 
NCTC by Trump, is the 
first senior US official to 
resign from his adminis-
tration to protest the war 
against Iran.

Kent’s wife, Shannon, 
also served in the US 
military and 
was killed in a 

suicide bombing in Syria in 2019.
“As a veteran who deployed 

to combat 11 times and as a Gold 
Star husband who lost my be-
loved wife Shannon in a war 
manufactured by Israel, I cannot 
support sending the next gen-
eration off to fight and die in a 
war that serves no benefit to the 
American people nor justifies 
the cost of American lives,” Kent  
wrote.As head of the Virgin-
ia-based NCTC, Kent worked 
under Tulsi Gabbard, the di-
rector of national intelligence, 
analyzing and coordinating the 
US response to terrorist threats 
and serving as the principal 
counterterrorism adviser to the 
president.

“Until June of 2025, you un-
derstood that the wars in the 
Middle East were a trap that 

robbed America of the 
precious lives of our 
patriots and depleted 
the wealth and pros-
perity of our nation,” 
Kent said in his letter 
to Trump, which he 

posted on X.
“Early in this ad-

m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
high-rank-

i n g  I s -

raeli officials and influential 
members of the American media 
deployed a misinformation cam-
paign that wholly undermined 
your America First platform and 
sowed pro-war sentiments to 
encourage a war with Iran,” he 
said.

“This echo chamber was used 
to deceive you into believing that 
Iran posed an imminent threat 
to the United States, and that 
should you strike now, there was 
a clear path to a swift victory,” he 
said. “This was a lie and is the 
same tactic the Israelis used to 
draw us into the disastrous Iraq 
war that cost our nation the lives 
of thousands of our best men and 
women,” Kent said.

“I cannot support sending the 
next generation off to fight and 
die in a war that serves no ben-
efit to the American people nor 
justifies the cost of American 
lives,” he added.

After leaving the US Army, 
Kent served as a paramilitary of-
ficer in the Central Intelligence 
Agency. He ran twice unsucces-
fully -- in 2022 and 2024 -- as a 
Trump-endorsed Republican for 
a seat in the US House of Rep-
resentatives from Washington 
state.


